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THE PREFACE, 


He moſt proper Objetts of admira- 
tion in the Divine wiſdow, are 
BaTO. > TAuTO, the unſearch- Rom. 11.33 
able depth and rich variety 
thereof. 

That admirable diverſity of gifts and abi- 
dities of minde, vouchſafed to men to ſerve 
the a. of thoſe times and places to 
which they are appointed ; That elegant vari- 
ety of Beings in the world, That er di- 
ſparity of occurrences which the hiſtory f 
every age of the world entertains us wi 
give aſſurance that there is a riches and pleo- 
naſm (as of Grace, ſo) of Wiſdom in God 
as which (like ſome full word that canngt be 
delivered of all that notion and ſence with 
which it s preenant, without variety of ex- 
preſcions) cannot be underflood and made out 
| without the large paraphraſe of ſuch a mul- 
| titnde of excellent inflances and diſplaies 

thereof. 

And the faithfulneſs of Nature to its 'Ort- 
ginal laws of motion, the continuance of all 
things as they were from the beginning of 
the Creation, awaken a conſiderate mind into 
A2 > 


| The Preface. 
4 quick and lively ſenſe of the depth there- 
f Nulla licura eſt in libro nature, God 
never ſaw f; neceſſary (45 upon maturer 
thoughts) to corre&t and amend any thing in 
this great Volume of the Creation, ſince the 
firf edition thereof : which ſufficiently re- 
ſolves us, that all things were iſſued at firſt 
by. a Mind that doth not look- but to a few 
things, but that was able to look the whole 
ſyFeme of the Creation quite through , and 
comprehend at once the ſeveral capacities 
and ' mutual aſpetts of ſecundary Agents, 
from the beginning of time to the end 
thereof, | 

This general conflancy and harmony of 
Nature in its operations, ts not ſo much re- 
moved as commended by ( = e petty diſcords) 
prodigious occurrences, whoſe rarity ſome- 
times commands our notices and regards, 
Theſe are but the, Anomalies of Nature, ſome 
temporary exceptions from her more common 
rules of motion ; ſhe runs ſometimes againſt 
hir bias, when the rub of . ſome unuſual inm- 
pediment diflurbs her, but quickly recovers 
into her more eaſie and native courſe, No 


 & Heb. 12, TL, ng dom is ſmply coz vlG. but that of hea- 


ven, and no law abſolutely immutable but 
that of eternal Righteouſneſs, - For Righ- 
teouſneſs is the Image'of God, a tranſcript 
of the Nature of him with whom there is 
no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning ; but 
Na- 


| 


The Preface. 


Nature # but the Art of God, and ſo admits 
Variety, 

Now theſe fleppings of Nature out of its 
more common road , have been received by 
the faith (phancy) of moſt times as God s 
Heralds to proclaim his porpoſe of war and 
vengeance upon men, It hath been concluded 


' that as Nature in its uſual freedom, doth 
b declare the glory and power of God 53 Na- bÞc. 9. z, 


ture vext by Art, and turn'd upon it ſelf by 
bayting of one piece of the Creation with 
another, doth diſcover the art of God concht 
in the ſubtile engine of the World; Nature 
quite conquer d, as in a miracle, doth report 
and confirm the truths and counſels of God ; 
ſo Nature caſually diſturt'd, as in a Prodi- 
gy, doth proclaim his approaching judg- 
ments. 

The deſien therefore of the preſent Diſ- 
courſe, is with freedom and ſobriety,to make 
_ how far any kind of Prodgies, Sig- 
nal or Penal, may be drawn into conſequence 
to conclade the counſels of heaven from them; 
and whether that Faith and Religion with 
which the multitude receive them, be not eſ- 
pecially owing to thoſe t@o credulous and ſu+ 
perſtitious principles Fear and Ignorance 
which uſually manage and deprave their affe+ 
Hons and conluſions, 

T readily foreſee that as to ſome perfons(more 


eaſily infetted by the corrupt air of popular 


A3 [uſfr a» 


The Preface, 
ſuffrages ) Religion will ſeem too much con- 
cerned in the Argument, to be diſhonored to a 
queſtion ; ſo to others of more ſevere and ex- 
amined prenciples, it will appear to hold too 
wuch of imagination or impoſture, to receive 


had I deſigned no higher in theſe papers then 


wherein I ſhould be leſs forc'd to go on truſt 
for my Subjett, But that which ths far re- 
conciled me tothe Argument, was a regard to 
the Profitableneſs, Pleaſure, Seaſonableneſs, 
of a Diſcourſe thereupon, 

Firſt, It will, i# deſign at leaſt, be profi- 

table towvery great purpoſes, viz, 
Firſt, To ſecure the peace and tranquil- 
lity of common lite, For if when ever the 
Sky is red and lowring, the face of heaven 
e Si fulſerit, 6 P##5 013 4 different color and appearance from 
tonuerit, 6 ta= what jt _ looks upon us with, we muſt 


choice of ſome more pf: theme; and 


{Gam ad, conclude ſome approcing form in the Pate 


- <Goſtenti fimi- @Very muſt needs hold the peace and ſe- 
| -le natum fi- pongy of bis mind by & very crackt and litigi- 


=” -Aumve qui / , 
— pum title, © How cay 4 man, as he & conncel- 


neceſſe plerun- led, * eat his bread with joy, and drink his 
nn) fc. Vine Wigha chearful heart ;, if every ſtrange 
ſtitiolo nun- 4bc1dent muſt perſwade him that there is ſome 
quam liceat (por of Vengeance hanging over his head 
confiſtere.Tul. (by a threed) ready to fall upon himſelf, or 
de Divin. 1.2. that common body he relates to, in whoſe wel- 
dEcclel. 9.7, ir bu td © ; , $4 fare 


the credit of a ſerious debate ; and therefore 


barely to be publick, 1 ſhould have made- 


The Preface, 
are every good man concerns himſelf: Mens 
earts will be alway failing them for fear,and 

for looking after the things which are coming 

on the earth, Luke 21. 26, 

\ A ſenſe hereof gave occaſion to the © Hea- 

! then Pott (whoſe Philoſophy or Divinity ſer- 

wed him not to reprehend the ſuperſtition of 

Prodigies ) thus to implead the Majeſty f 

ity 


heaven for alarming the world continua 


with theſe direful Omens of an approaching 


| 

| evil : | 
| _— Cur hanc Tibi, Recor Olympi, {17 Pare» 
 Sollicitis viſum mortalibus addere curam, 
Noſcant venturas ut dira per Omina clades? 


Which words (that 1 may the better ſerve 
| m1) Purpoſe of them) I thus make Engliſh - 


Why doth Heavens Lord foretel mens fate 
By Omens ? and fo, antedate 
| Their evils z twice unhappy ! mult 
| Men take up miſery on truſt ? 
I'd yeeld extempore my breath 
Nor would I dy for fear of death, 


And (indeed) I underſtand not how wany 
| men could reconcile their fecure and quiet 
thoughts to their vain perſwaſions concerning 

Proviries, but that I obſerve their uſage is 
por any ſuch occurrences to charm down theix 
fe with ſuch like foft and ſmooth generals; 
What thele things fignifig tune ta come 
4 4 will 


d-- 


The Preface. 


will declare! words,comfortable in the fourth, 


and:frizhtful but in the firſt degree, 

ris 1, It will Ne) eve the honor of 
Religion , which the- common reverence of 
Rgo doth greatly treſpaſs upon ; and 
That 

I ; As it detains men under a conſtant Px- 
dagoty to many ſervile fears, Whenge Re- 
lizion is eaſily concluded a great Adverſary 
to ( what it mainly deſigns to bring on upon 
the world) a true generouſneſs and univerſal 
freedom of ſpirit, and that its whole buſineſs 
7 to ſubdue the ſpirits of men to ſome little 
obſervances, and feminine fears, Hence men 
quickly grow weary of it, as #f a yoak that con- 
continually galls them, and conclude them- 
ſelvs gainers if they may but purchaſe man- 
hood with Atheiſm, Thus was that eſpeci- 
ally which gave Epicurus the confidence of 
thruſting God and Religion quite - out of the 
world, and falving all the Phoenomena of 
Nature without calling in any aſsiſtance from 
the power and providence of any Agent ſupe- 
rior to Natural, even that bondage which he 
obferved mens ears bor d unto by the Religion 
of his times, which was little beſides a ſer- 
vile diſmay at, and cold obſervance of, the 
f {12nes of eaven, direful Omens, prodigious 
occurrences, againſt whoſe evil abodements 
men arm'd themſelves with ( paper againſt 


pogegnns) 4 few ineffettive Rites and Cere- * 


monies, 


The Preface. 

monies, Great fears but eſpecially of God, bind 
in the powers of the ſoul, debar it the eaſie uſe 
and enjoyment of it ſelf , and therefore the 
ſoul hates that womb of Religion that is con- 
ceived to bear them, Religion can never be 
amiable, till it appear deſigned not to throw 
men from themſelves by perpetual jealouſies of 
God, but truly to ſettle and aſſure them. 

2, The ſuperſtition of Prodigies commits 
no ſmall waſte upon Religion, as the fears it 
creats abuſe the minds of men, For the fears 
it gives them are but general for the preſent, 
threatning 4 vengeance to they know not 
whom, and to fall they know not when ;, and 
in the iſſue vain as the ſlartings of a child 
before the ſhadows of the twilight, Now as 
all the tinſil-miracles among the Papiſts 
moſt fatally wound Religion,becauſe deriving 
a ſuſpicion upon the real ones when once de- 
tected ; ſo deluſive fears introduc't upon pre- 
tences religious, diſcredit all the true ones 
and Religion is in danger to be concluded but 
a kind of of ficious ly, a uſing the ſoftneſs and 
credulity of ſome men to the ſervice of a de- 
ſign, Religion ts too chaſt and ſacred to be 


 dallied with , non patitur luſum fides, Pz- 


ous frauds (as ſtrong-waters do the body )may 
perhaps help Religion in a fit, but, if uſed fa- 
miliarly, difable the native heat and ſtrength 
thereof, Hay and ſtubble laid upon a good 


foundation (ſuch I account well ment forge- 
ries 


The Preface. 
ries in Religion) will catch fire aud conſume 
at laſt, _ leave a great ſtain and ſoil upon 
the very foundation. 

3, As it reports Religion a Syſteme of 
ſome Ethnick rites, ſneaking and beggerly 
entertainments of the mind: Now there #5 
nothing more effectually perſwades ſubtile 
minds to Atheiſm, then the evaporating of 
Religion in the Doctrine thereof, into a mul- 
titude of perplext queſtions and doubttul diſ- 
putations,which make no mas wiſer or better, 
and, inthe Pradtiſe, into 4 croud of touchy 
and critical modes or obſervations, that can- 
not command a reverence to themſelves before 
diſcerning minds , which ſoon ſee through 
them, they are ſo thin and airy, To diſmiſf 
ths ſecond particular, If theſe devouter per- 
ſwaſtons concerning Prodigies, produce not in 
ſome minds any ſuch ſowr thoughts of Reli- 
£10n,'tis ſolely owing to the power of ſome hap- 
prer principles in conjunttion with them, by 
hoſe activity their malign influence #& 0Vver- 

wr d and corrected. 

Thirdly, Tt may be of Ufe to reprehend 
a very Yulgar and Pernictous Error, 

1, A very vulgar Error, 7 profeſs not to 
know any one Error which all Times. and Per- 
ſons have been ſo even fatally abus'd withat 
as the ' Opinion of preſages by Prodrgies * 
whereas there are ſome falſe notious which are 


Errors of the Perſons, others which are Er- 
rors 


The Preface, 
rors of the Age, holding of the peculiar tem- 
per, condition, circumſtances, of the Perſon 
or Age, in which found ; this ſeems to be, in- 
4 manner, the Error of the World ; having 
been juſtifi d by Jews, Gentiles, -Chriſtians, 
ſome Ancients, Modern, Learned, Simple,s 
will more fully appear in the, ſequel, and may 
| inpartby ſome few inſtances, which (to ſerve 
| the neceſsities of the preſent Argument) I ſhall 
' here inſert, 
As for the Jews, if a goed Law be any in- 
dication of bad manners, we may conclude 
| them not free of the infettion of this Error, 
| God injoyn'd, s That there ſhould not be, 2. 
found among them any that uſed divination, 3s. 
{ or an obſerver of times, ?1y11, which the. 
| LXX renders by neamonyw®., 4 regarder 
of prodigies and ſtrange accidents, And 
whereas we find them upon the appearance þ 
armed troups in the Ayr, a little =—_ the _- 
approach of Antiochus, praying that the 
h Omen might be turned to good, methinks 
their breath ſmells ſtrongly of the Onyons 
and garlick of Egypt ; thoſe traditional con- 
| Ccetts of Omeus and Prodigies derived origi- 
 wally fromthence, _ other neighbour- 
, ing Heathens, And perhaps that forward 


h 2 Macc. $-4+ 


; Opinion which the Diſciples, being Fews, 
' hadalready conceived of Earth-quakes, the 
| roaring of the Sea, ſtrange ſights in the aur , 
| wxdihe like, might occaſion our Saviours ap- 
point- 


. The Treface, 


proaching deſolation of Hieruſalem, 7t being 


a noted inſtance of his goodneſs, that he never 
goes further from the Notions, Uſages, and : 


thoughts of men in any appointments of his, 
then neceſſity obligeth, 

How far the Heathen were leven'd with 

s this fond Notion, the very names and titles 


Monſtra, Oſtenta, Prodigia, Portenta,wherye- * 


by they uſed to exprſs any anomalous inſtances 
of Nature, are but too pregnant a demonſtra- 
# Vid.p.36. ton; all of them \ carrying in their Original 


a promiſe of foreſhewins ſomewhat future, 
þ Quemadms. 2p = which perhaps hath betrayed a great 


dum ſunt res | ix, 
quz .nomine 2947y to a like Opinion of them, (moſt people 


carent, per n= yy derſtanding little beſides names and words) 


ſeryatio- ; 
appr ſunt 770? conſidering, that * as there are things 


&nomin3,quz without words , /o alſo F 2evoPwrimy 4 great 


may hare many words without things to fill them out, 
nem phantaſti> Among the Pathers (to do them right) I 


- OH, find none ſo expreſs as m Origen, who ſpeak- 
Ap. 6o. | Ing concerning Comets , tells ws, it hath 


1 rTim-6.29- been obſerv'd, that ſo often as any eminent - 


[4 


m Em) lot) Changes happen in Earth, ſuch ſtars have 


Aors Telnps b 
Aa: Rady been known to ariſe ; foreſhewing the tran- 


wales wn ſation of Kingdoms,or Warrs, or whatever 
meCoxdis TH may happen of force ſufficient for any great 
&n + yns, 4- ; O 
eriaeay COMmMOtions here below, 
midTus dts If we look among the more Modern, it may 
4 ſuffice in this place to take notice that the firſt 
TUG = n . . . jo 
Celſ2,p.45, Qccaſion and Original of Rogation week (06 

| ſerv's 

I | 


pointing ſuch things as his ſigns of the ag] ..ſe 


LIM! 


| The Preface, 
+4 -ſerv/d now upon the religion of greater prin- 
; | ciples) inthe Church, is by Hiſtorians,as ® wen Dr. Ham- 
. } aretold, refer 'd to Claud, Mamertus Biſhop and To of 
* #. of Vienne z# France, for the. averting of ſome (. on | 
# judements, which, upon the obſervation of 

| many inauſpicions accidents and prodigies, 
were ſadly f yr to be approaching, 

Amongſt the Learned,the height of o Gro-.o Gror. Not. 
tius calls my &y upon ' him, who thus expreſ- "7 rophe _ 
ſeth himſelf in favor of Prodigies, Solent© © *® 
magnas rerum converſiones precedere Co- 
T metz, gladii ardentes, . aliaque figna ejuſ- 
mod, 
| As for the eommon ſort of people, Prodi- 
1 digy hath alway appear d to them a word 
cloth'd about with death, and a Comet cre- 
ates them more ſolemn thoughts then Hell 
doth, A matter of no great wonder, for as 
they are, by the ſimplicity of their ſtate, apt 
10 retain a more quick ſenſe of thoſe notions 
which follow Nature unſuborn'd by ſubtelty, 
intereſt,or paſsion(for the Notices of a God,of 
a future ſtate, of the Soul's immortality, and 
of a Providence, as P Alian notes, took fa- | 
ſter hold of the popularity , the ruder Indians}, V — 
and Celtz then of ſome of the more diſcurſiut c.zr, © 
Philoſophers among the Grecians). So withal 
are more impreſsive to thoſe which follow 
Nature tainted and deprav'd with Guilt and 
Ignorance , and the many Idols conſequent 
#nto both : amonzſt which} thus notion of Pre- 

| fages 


Eg > £ rag” VP 


The] Preface. | 
fages by Prodigees will appear in due place, # ” 
be no (mall ove. - 
' © $0 that the Opinion I contend with may 
| ſeem, like ſome weeds in the water, to have a | 
; very diffus d leaf, though growing from a 
| week and pitiful yoot 5 (generally receiv'd, 
; but without any. folid reaſon. to ſupport it ) | 
| and ny weak a hand as mine may with | 
' hope and apology attempt to pull it up. Why ; 
fhould the old follies w; Ethniciſm be prefer d 
to the Opinion of Chriſtian fore- y=__ * and 
when the Sunſhine of the Go > wr difco- 
ver d the tran fern of all thoſe irs and 
curioxs Arts;Capnomancy, Atgury, Sooth- 
ſaying, Chiromancy, Divination by the }; 
Exta, why ſhould their contemporary, Tera- 
py, ſurvive them all ? while we pre- 
tend [o "great an qymity to Superſtition , 
Echniciſm, Popery, ſhall we atec Sipev,deal * 
eur blows againſt thoſe airy words, but re» |. 
ceive the wi ervation of Prodigies with ſo | 
much religion kindneſs, broweht forth and © 
 cheriſh't when and where they were muſt aſcen- | 
dent ; and that amidſt all this light which 
ſhines from heaven about us ? It was the do> 
&rime of the Ancients, that the Ghoſts a i 
fum'd an aiery, and therefore diſsipable, bo- 
dy to appear in, which was confirm'd by the 


cold of the night, but attenuated by the light- | 
ſome heat of the da vs in which therefore they 
conldnever appear © 


thus this friehtful Mor- 
mo 


on. Then io di Ba LO 6 >» I 


fear upon the Soul tow 


The Preface, 
mo, the Opinion of Prodigits, hath nothing 
but a condenft body of aire(the combina woicts 

the Many) to give it confeftence, and there- 
fore though it might appear formidable inthe 
darkneſs of Gentiliſm, mithinks the Noot- 
day of the Goſpel ſhowld baffle and baniſh it 
from the World tothat darkneſs whence nt did 
derive * ' Eſpecially conſidering that it is 

2, A vety pernicions Error, as having 's 
woſt mality influence upon the Underſtan- 


ding, »poy Philoſophy, and wpop Divinity." 


1, Upon the Underſtanding it {elf Wo 
two things do ſo Uſurp upon and Waſte the fa- 
culty of Reaſon, as Enthuſiaſm and Saper- 
ſition, the one binding a faith, the othey a 

Jie they vainly inti- 
te ſome divine diſcovery © both train a man 
up to beleive-beyond Poſeabiliey of prod * both 
inftrutt the Mind to conceive (like the Mares 
#n Pliny.) yerely by the wind, the vin words 
of ſome paſsionate men, that can but pretend « 
Revelation or tell a ftrange ftory : both teach 
a man'to deliver over himſelf (in a kind of 
captivity of Underſtanding) to the confident 
dictate of the Sons of Imagination : to 4tder- 
ine of things by meaſures phantaſtical,rules 
which cannot maintain themſelves in credit 
by any ſober and ſevere diſcourſes : both in- 
ure the mind rather to divine then jug to di- 
ſpute from maximes rather vehement ther: ſo- 
lid : both make a man Afraid to beleive him- 


ſelf 


-ſelf, LA bnledats that truth whith<wais- 
: powers'hii mind, and would reward its" 'ox- 
dial emtertainment with aſſarance and" ifuc 
«freedom of ſpirit. + Both place a, man (if he 
Prove ſo unhappy as to miſtake) beyond poſ- 
bility of conviition; it being'in vain to preſs 
- 43, argument agaiuſt. hins that thinks he taw 
confront a'\ Revelation, a Miracle" or - ſome 
ſtrange judement ' froni heaven upon'his Ad- 
verſary, to your concluſion. ' In ſum, There is 
nota greater evil in the State, they wicked- 
q Pefſima neſs $ eſtabliſhed by a law 3 nor 'a q greater #1 
eſt errorum .the-Church; then erroy by Religion 4nd ay 
= ag ignorant devotion toward-God, And therefore 
rellectus ha= : #50 P4115 and care-toownch, to. wane; 
benda & 6 6. ; wv beams. fromthe ey of hinmane \under ſt 
wr hoogY ng, which render-it foin ufficienr for # faſt , 
Buc:Nov.OrL jo faithful diſcovery 0 0bj ets. in ReVgioe 
APPBS-”" . or.common Science.” 
_ .--2,:Upon Philo@phy. Foy: nhew nec $0: 
| perfition hath prefer d theſe Proligits'o he 
reputr of Djvine Meſſengers, it will wo Aut be 
wer d-4 neceſſary reſpect towurds then to 
| keep ſome diftance,"and'nor to approach them 
too nerely by too buſy and curions an inquiry In. 
to their natural and immediate-:canſts: Am 
the Grecians of old, thoſe Secretaries of "Na= 
tare which firſt made a tender of the natuyal 


Cat # lightnings and tempeſts to the" rudey 


Ears of men, were flaſted with the reproath 
of Atheiſts, and f che the Batre "of the - 


untutor d 
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beſt '{ery'd, by dividing them into Prodigies 
(barely) $i#nal" and Penal'+ for though I 
have no' faith nor favor'for the former, yer 
while T indite them'at the bar of Reaſon, I 
am forc'd to take notice of them ander ſuch 
names and rieles, as common opitiion hrarh 
afhix*'d upon them. 


Thoſe which ate (barely) Signal cuch, I 
_ in vulgar account) are of three forts*: 

Prodities Natural, ſuch'T reckon' all 

uhoſ: of Whoſe paticular and initneditte 

cauſes CT ately occufring) we are {uf- 


ficiently reſoly'd : {ach as are,tofpeak'with 
the people, falling Stars, Earthquakes, Ex- 
traordinary Eclipſes, the appearance of two 
or three Suns at once, ſome kind bf mon troms 
births With theſe I numb#t all Events;be- 
fide the common road of Nature, owing* to 
ſomeaccidental, thongh to us unknRvny af- 
{iftance or! interruption of Agents purely na- 
cerakotfomeſecrer and reſerved Law iri Na- 
crews Comecs, New'Srtats, ſome extraordi- 


CE ce Fl the heavenly Bodies; Fa 


L Of thiſeveral kinds of- Prodigies: | 56 
that in the Planet: Fexzs;bothias i). color: and, | 
fgure, hefore-the-times okGhoiſt;often men+.. 
tion'd by Aſtronomers from: Marraand S Yu-8 . Auguſt. de 
(theſtrange del; feb ot-Lightinthe Civ; Pei, |. 

Sun about wy death-ot.-C efar,} {ome jrre-- I 
gularebbings'and flowingsof the Sea, Theſe | 

I reckon 'Prodigies 'Nataral, all being bur» | 
Natures acing of its part in different .habirs 

and appearances, and giving tis:to knowhow! 

it will exert-it ſelfiiwhen. fuch-Adtives: and: 
Paſtives; chancetq meet;afd that.it intends; 

the moreptivateatd.common Laws of Mo-! 
tion-appointed to:fome- particular &. inferiot- 
Agents, ſhall obtain and:þind, except where 

ſ{pme more tathiolick and radiſpenſable Laws: 

ef operagion;given to Cauſes of greater farce' 

and value ſhall chance to. interpoſe and: ſa-; 
{pend-them+for a time;z as'the Statutes and! 
Cuſtoms of private Carpora tions-take place, 
tilltheir, power. be ſuſpended by fome miore 
catholick and inforcing Lawat-State, - 15 

- i; Prodigies ; Br #ternathral , ſuch I ac- 

count all-ſtrange Events, which hold-of no: 

ſteady cauſes, but-are to- us ſoly, caſual and 
uncertain: 3asthe firing of houſes or temples 

by. Eightaing.,, the. caming to ſhoar of ſome 
frange kind of fiſh, Spots as of. blood appear- 

Ing upon Stones.or $ tatues,Meſſ, azes deliver d. 

by Spirits, ſtrange Voices in the night, appa- 

ritions of-Ghoſts, fearful ſights inthe Air, as 

of Armies and initruments.of War ; in ſhort, 
B 3 all 


—_— ; 


= Of the feveral kinds "of Prodigi T% 


all the old attidints ante 


: Mi 
by:tht nance of onpetns, - All burke 


molt of rheſe} 


_ being effects withour a-conftent* and/ /Nato-! 
-r6}; and yet age xquiting che ſpecial preſence 


And RET ernararal; care.” "It117 
"Fl 28, | - Under which head 'T 


| Pnzealt "Which! 
- of exuſex/ is the maker of, as alſo all thoſe 


Ewents'of which Reaſon'is ſufficienely: te-. 
ſbly'd thas they exceed thtpowers and fats 
fetencies vb all: Natural Cauſes, Fort as in 
Rotigion there are ſome #hiings according eee 
_ 'reaſon of all mer; "as; 'the —_ 
temperance ,rtrhtiionſntſf; "and; ſud 
ts wg &0;; OY __ ' buſſae - Reſon 
thoſe divine diſcoveries in Scripture,” whicly | 
Reaſon readily apprehends andi{ed|vmreas: | 
jaſt and __ which ir could Opin 
ers riſe'up- to the knowledg' ire 
Foke hiſtorical reports; ant! rhe: wiſe ine; 
thods of. Salvation, contained therein,”:Oc. 
ther things about Reaſon, the great Alrticles | 
of' Faith, rranſcendent to the Cap of 
well as light of common weaſbn,in the” —_ 
and circumſtances of them,--$0o'in:the com- 
paſs of divine providence, there are "three 
ſorts of warks; Some \ according to Nature, 
and 'the more common laws: and rules of 
operation given tot, Some, beſtde- common 
Nature, \ach are the Events we call Prodi- 
pies, which though according to nw as 
conſidered 


Cf .the ſexitalbiands of PRO 
in fuch circumſtances. and; comes- 
denge of. cauſes, yet are befideirzat: on. 
with.regard £0. 1ts 
familiar-methods;af action,” [Ore : 
zhove Nature,fuckart the altetarions there 
in- which  exceedi:#he capacinnes: of. ſecond 
cauſes,:.In a Prodigy ſtrictly mken, Nature 
ſuffers from ir (elf, and is 1n' a fort /botky Viz 
or and, Cap oren (elf; butinaMunc 
mr ap. ſoly paſſive.to that: Quiginal Mi 
end. dy firſt gave, nano alone 
can ad,” its, original Laws/o on"! 

':Thefe SupernatuHl:Prodigies-(rhough I 
kricax.not to believe any.(uch'now: hapning) 
muft find aplacein this difcourſe,noronely 
becauſe ſome ſuch have;;as Embaſladors ex- 
traordinary, been: difpaceh'd heretofore upon 
ſome-great errand, [as thefeartul Ecliple'ar 
our $aviors death, "the Hailſtones mentioned 
Foſb.20,11, ſo hugely:e exceeding the. com- 
mon” ſtandard of Nature, and: perhaps the 
firy-Sword: which:hugg over Feruſalem {0 
long, before its frmal.deſolation :]-butbe- 
cauke.our Adverſaries are {0 prone to over- 
valyegccurrences ,. and to intitle: an imy 
mediate; hand of Heaven to all objects of 
wonder, 

As for thoſe ſtories, with whichthe Eth» 
nick Legends abound, of the ſpeaking 0 
Chaldrea ont of heir Mothers hor, t 
raining of Stone s,the e ſteaking of 0 xex, their 
B 4 being 


——- VG 


GG Ufubofrctralbindeef Prodidiciy 
' bring" fond: without hearts 'or divers. idiom: - 
brought tathe'Aitars; Fountains rum | 
blood for time np oe 
P har 100 117 may feem'to- enter] artair 
m7 being: marſhal/d vader 

"this fendy Fam: great yaiclinable, with Tut: 
- Pe Divin.l.2. fy; to_rejeft ahemvall as fables: and. inipo- 
q {tures', ned; xl Cn the , World hath: ever 
| been a 4 Rome Ragan Was AS at 

| | 0s ſtares of Prodigies, and pit 
Qns/ _ Gods, as —_— Ehriitianof. Mi- 
raclesand&:Apparitions0k, Saints.) -Excepr, 
to falve the-.creditof iHiſtarians,:' we dolly 7C 
that the Demkwhile.che noiſe of : Miracles 
was ſo-loudimthe Woild;imighe with: theſe 
and the likeantick.and: lymg Wonders;;ape 
the true Miracles of God: whoſe worthipand 
attributes he had.ufurpid-:{o-to. maintain 
his reputation with- his: befool'd Votes, 

With alike faith; rhough berceraffegtion, 
(becauſe found:in aPotm) I eckindig 
of thoſe Portenta which: Virgil: tells U$'afs 
tended the fall of Ceſar we $11.47 tothe | + uote 


ht Eb miris Pſa "my 
| Virol. Vifa ſub obſcurum nottis, pecudtſqut locyte, 
ty _—_ Infandum, Pſtunt amnes, terreque dehiftunt, 
E [4 meſth tacrymat templis ebur z4r4q; Y/ 7% 

ec puteis, manare cruor cefſ: aVit—— 


Twas proper fora Peet to hang the whole 


frame of Nature, as it were with png 
an 


of theifeverdl Binds of Prodigies. 
andaſtoniſhment, upon the tall of ſoSrerta 
Perfonas'Czſzr was. Gods Miracles carried 
majeſty in thoſe viſtble characters of, Pawer, 
Greatneſs, Wiſdom, ſtamp'd upon thew-s 
| (they were never vain and ludicrous) and 
they came forth upon ſome errand of im- 
portance : like x broad Seah they carried Ma- 
jeſty in their aſpe&, and came to derive cre- 
dit \and:amhority upon ſame:macter.of great 
weightand moment, 

;Secotdly, | Thereare a fart of Ptrab P r0- 
digies (for 1 cake theword! in thelatitydewf 
its ſence): uch:as :are. judgments ipon Per- 
ſons or Nations: of .@ dreadful and/unuſual 
hgureafd condition 2 ſudden arreſishydedrh; 
firange diſeafes,dr ath by-lightningianthe-full 
of a tower, wnuſual plagwrx,defeats of Armies 
at \buge.odils.apd d:fadvantages,: muriain.of 
cattel; very unſeaſonable years\&eE, vn hens 
_ - Theſe diſtinctions premiſed, I'\ſhall offer 
the beſtiſervice:L can; toward the -degipher- 
ing of theſe dark characters of divine Proyi- 
dence z and-make inquiry-{1n:the order-they 
now lie before us) into. the intent and-mean- 
ing of theſe.new and wiwonted occurrences, 
In which Eflay, I thall aſſume the liberty 
which. I readily allow /another. of adviſing 
freely with -Reaſon ; _-for:we cannot; in this 
* Argument take to any other Oracle to.,re- 
ſolve us, if we intend to-be wiſe-to-ſabriety.. 
Itis but a juſt valuation of our ſelves, tg les 
: bo no 


_ Vai.44.15. 


Of Natural. Prodigies, 


no! vulgar notions commence our. perſwaliy 
ons, before they have paſt the ſcrutiny gf 


out: ' Reaſon, and appear to merits 'our aſs 
ſent.” 230) 


a ts. £. 4 


CHAP, 11. 


nn 2 wes þ 


Concerning Prodights; Signas, Watural, 


Skalt:deſcend now-to a doſe dd difiing 
L diſcourſe concerhing the forementioned 
Prodigies Signal ; -and:amonglt chem; 


hirſFieoncerning which more-immedi: | 
_ telyxefolye inco.cauſes Natural; Concern- | 


hich, I offer this. general: Theſ6s:.to 


proof? Prodigits "Natoral' are not intended; 


| morro be expounded the Prognoſtichs,of. jude: 
| ons, ſuddenly'to enſue upon; white Nations 


or Particular perſons, , It 1s eſpecially igno- 


rafice&'of their caufes and: ends which hach 


prefered ſome of thefe Natural Prodigies ro 
{o'great a venerarion: and regard.in many 
niens'minds. As Ethniciſm of old made the 
gods it'worthip'd, fo Ignorance oft makes 
the PFiries it dreads, * 

This 'Theſss I ſhall endeavor.to vicfithde, 


'1,''By ſome general Reaſons and Argu- 


midnks. 

. 2. Bya particular Induction and Survey 

of ſach as ſeem moſt plauſibly ——_—_—_ 
enr 


y = # 
oC” ITT EET 


*K | of Natural" Prodigies, 


- ſijeftt Monitors of ſome approactung venge- 
. abce. Ab 

[- Fiyſt; By ſome general Reaſons.” 

1 ay" W 4 El 'SECT. quit wh 


; Reaſons to prove Prodigies Natural PM) S129» 
of, 4 future judgment. i NN oh 


\'riie e Fr Argument taken from their doubtful and uncer- 


© B* = 1707 we proved ſro the couje ſions. of 

ty ofttars. *X\ Cargel, mA fhe, frſb. pw only 
En tg Pits the Att 0 F445 reting them : $75 &t- 
, #drape frubtleſe' t flirther provetl from thely different £x- 
”_ tions in all times. The Exheich; yeity tn piveing. 


of coprrary cpnſirutions upon them ieperd Fees ng d : 
"VO ferent conjtftnrer of For en Mk rol "Prolifient the ox the 
| 7 © fdingyf: tix kews of :Zuinghus dacire 
145, burye : 2. the ſober. Jb<ceþ 93 .Þ ru mee. __ © 066 
Pon. Milineus, while contendin "g or Prodigjes, achnow- 
| KR WeAgeth' 3 miuidh. Phe Fatcrpreters of them banifhd the 
ooljeb arnatnaincy of als pon A, acount. Phyo. 
Il Gods C{gns ex 3. the vapity. of thoſe which are. 

or" Nothing" Mm), Prodizy to 1p BF rnterpretathbil. 
Os: 9 4 — v1 rhe times when firſt atzrated. 

rd to þe bad ta iþe.1 any Laws, 
*% ages why gardiapet with RY on ef NT 
a | fidin King Jiinies. The times whels-Prodigtes mere "fioſb 
* - «nd-maſt, attendee 19, noted xÞetialdy for groſs A norgnat 

| in matters of Relizion and Philoſophy. The cuſtom of the 


'Buypriarts to keep-Rexifiers of Prodigies, with the rew- 


ſon #hereaf. Imitated by the Romens:, For ob (crugtions | 


ppon the remaining Regiſters, as ri rReees by Lycoſthenes, 
rodigies moſt regarded in times df liflraftion an mo- 


tion, aoted from Livy and. Seneca, mith the reaſon. there + 
of. Gods in{litutions oppoſurc to the Devils, 

3. The Theſis further proved from 4 confideration of : the 
N atyral, and neveſſgry cauſes: of ſich things.” More of 
Nature obſqrvable in 4 Prodigy then commen Occyrren- 
ces ; that glearcd in ſcueral inilances. 


4. From 


' 


FX... 


M2 
= 


 Matwrat Prodigide bard 
» #7 E101 nature. and temper ' of the Qeconony Frag 
70 


now under : Things managed 7n it, in gentle, ra 
aud filent maners, A conjetture upon the Wonders dt hd 


Saviors death; 4nd" at Penzecoſt.  Wbet kind of Reaſoni 
fo be expected in this Argument, and others of like ng- 


Fure. 


"&:-He Argument which ſhall firſt offer 
.t0 reprehend the common vanity of 
recew1 js as a kind of 'indications' in 
Pockes Politick; is this : Ther (pretended) 
ad eremon uh ſo hugely perplex' 4 doubtful 
Tyr as ti.it :capnot be: concluded. 

a ment they portendr 1 when to ey ſue, 
cit her Js = ole " ; whole Nations 


Argun.1. 


vitick:charadters a gran 


book 4 th rug writing, and (ith any 
| )-40-make - knomn-ahe,amterpretanion 
 theibef..  Moſtiof their  Expofitors: (like 
rhole.upon. dafetel, 5 ns Latte huam: 

hich tame Concerning Leer 2100S Co- 

met won our} e,; Ann, 

* *'Nuncius IGIS, *.00e Hoe retend je as. much 
_ Eropber-&- apr intimate wich the Stars as bther men, yer. 
*_ ».. . thus fieely delivers himſelf, Sor CH SIRCAOT = 
talem | ! . quantorille plures de ſeſe ferme Opi- 

ROBES quam crimes [þ arſit, Toalike NEG 

| Tycho. Brahe (diſcquriing de Nowa ſtella Cyg- 

ni, Ann, 1600.) Decreta Phaenomenoy, ce- 
litus illuceſcentiums.ab its qui artem aftrolo+. 
g1cam profitenturs pre ſagirt, z {at evidents tx+ | 
perimeiito, 


es ens eas es: at ae ae i oc. ae AL oo oo ores >oaesn mn as HW Us RS 


# SO ——_—_ TY a 


I 
% 


"Wet 


af birt of Natiral Prodligits, 


yeriritnto, nequeunt + but yer ({o hard ir is 


and woven into the very firſt contexture'of 
their minds) he adds, Noy #dcirco-ſtatuen- 
dum Deum & Naturam talibus noviter. for- 
mats corporibus inaniter illudere, nihilque 
prefagii mundo oftendere : as'it they muſt 
needs be-in vain, unleſs they afſiſt preſages 
(which'yet no man is able to reach the cers 
tain Knowledg of.) I queſtion not, but a+ 
midſt” the many Contenders for the facred 


F. regards of the {ingularities'in Nature, there 
yould not have wanted ſome to dire the. 


mterpretation of them by ſome ſteady rules 
and maxims, had not a ſecret conviction of 
the vanity and giddineſs of the attempr, 
ſhamed and 'diftouraged it, But I never had 
the hap ro meet with: above one of courage 
_ to-pretend to teach the World the 
art of expounding ſuch prodigious Events : 
And he (ſpeaking — them) confi- 
dently' rells his Reader, Nos ho 

qualemicurque ad uſum vite ac felicitatis hu- 


am, 190 p0% eATIX 
crifes atque mutationes ingentes in humana 
Republ. _ reliquis univerſi partibus do- 


ceat preſazire, And leſt the honor of the 


Undertaking ſhould not fall intire upon his 


OWn 


even for wiſe men to diſcard their avygwn- | 
| Smt 2 owlenpira Soyugle , as" Origen 
calls them,Opinions brought up with. them, 


rum nortiam Corn.Gemme, 
K 0THOK. 


| <q Divin, 
mints referentes, ri titulo artem, quam pi- $2 4c ivin 


PUNCupammus : 60 quon eriſm. 1.1, 


of Moniters, ftrange fights, Prodigtes of» alf 
ſorts ; Opus Vero quo rommuniſ{ind —_— 
ex rebns divins, prafagiends ratio tradtte 
ixr,a nemine hattenns ec xaratam eft 5-4 work 
in which the commen art and way of preſaging 
by theſe divine Works and Signs, might h 
laid forth, ts as yet anattempitd by any man; 
I ſhall-not wrong. him or other men ſo far as 
to deny him the firſt Undertaker in this 
work; that he was no more, wilt, I eaſthy 
perſwade my felf, appear to the-capable per- 
wſes of his writings: Norwas it poſhble tor 
hin to build op this pretended Art, wanting 
the even rule and line of aflured principles.of 
Reaſonor uniform experience to lay out the 
Maxims and concluſions of it by. | 
A truth which ova w- purpoſes and 
{1gnifications. to which thefeProdigies have 
been (in all times) expounded,make faith of, 
In the more ancient times of theworld,when 
they had their Collegre vatum, publick Pro- 
feſfors of the Art of Divination, by any un- 
us 10x ri- uſual Phenomena in Nature, we'lhi} obſerve 
_ Alles Earthquakes, Comets, Lightnings, 8c, 'ex« 
rene inper. Pounded ſometimes leta,ſometimes ſiniftra 
Prctention Omina: All theſe images (like ſotne among 
in 2, the Papiſts) were made to look: upois the 
motus, unum people with a frown-of a ſmile,.according 3s 
fulmen, unum | —_—_— 
celeſte ſignum, rem fecundan'; alte# terra-niotus; aiterumfulmin, alterutt 
. Penum, rem adver[ampdrticaderce? Polyd. Virg. de Prodig:li z./ * - qv 
[f 


Of Nwttral Prodiigies, $14 
own head, he adds, That many have weikeely 
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haz Of Natural" Prodigies, 
the Pricfts of old { for: State-resfons)' were 
pleaſed-to-manage- then by-their ſabtle/in- 


es, OY, ip £44, M55, 'oof. 


cepretations,  F hus, in latter times, they 
have. always (like bells) ſounded to ſuch 2 
wne and fence, as the paſſengers phancy 
would - impoſe. upon: them : That pluvia 
parpurca, purpled rain falling at. Bruxels, 
Ann, 1646, (concerning the reaſon of which 
there are extant the ſeveral. judgments of 
Learned men) was no doubt received” by ti- 
morous and: fofter phancies, as a prefage of a 
bloody war-ſuddenly to-enfue 5 whereas 0- 
thers owned it as an Omen of a pacifick co= 
renant, and a Sign that Heaven would foon- 
& rain. blood, then. there ſhould be any fur- 
ther effuſion thereof on Earth'or Sea, as the 
Poet expreſſeth himfelt upor- that occaſion ; 
. Fam ſatis effuſum terraq;, mariqz cruoris, 
Ipſe teftantar queis pluit axis aque, 
Thus when the heart of Zuinelius (who 
was burnt, being found among the ſlain) was 
found intire-in the aſhes, when his body was 
conſumed, his friends, from this 0rdeel trial, 
concluded.che ſtoutneſs and fincerity, bat his 
adyerfaries the obdurateneſs thereof, But 


Pe 


the grave Hiſtorian makes amore ſoberglofs Thuan. 0bir. 


uponthis/providence, then either, in thoſe 
words, Adeoturbatis odio aut amore animis, 
ut fit religionis diſſentionibus, pro ſe quiſque 
omnia ſuperſtitioſe interpretatur Mens minds 
diſturbed, with love or hatred (as it falls. out 


in 


dot.vir. Anns 


276 ' Of Natuval  Prodigues; C1200 * 
in religious differences) each party ſuper-! 
ſtitiouſly interprets: all accidents (in favor; 

Metin. Vt. of it ſelt. And Molineus (while contending! 
'-&-7* foraregardof Coinets, and other occafions 
of wonder, as a kind of Signs trom Heaven) 
with greater faithfulneſs co the truth then 
his own. Opinion, contefſeth as much , Ye- 
runtamen hecfigna homines ſolent varie in- 
terpretari, & trahere ad ſua vota, aut ſþes, 

aut metus. | 
- Intheinterim we may ſafely infer the va- 
nity of truſting too much to theſe Prodigies, 
which (like mercenary ſoldiers) may be eafi- 
ly brought to fight on either fide in any 
Em2e5a Þ caſe, Accordingly Philo tells us, that the 
wwe Hap. Law of Moſes baniſh'd from the Fewiſh Na- 
fo 4 tion my Ts 01Wy00X0TE5, Trex [ogXHoTes, All 
2x &s 7 the obſervers of Birds, and regarders of Pro- 
eur) gerre- djpies, becauſe theſe Diviners were led but 


_—— by ſptcious and plauſible conjettures, enter- 
wire mm. \an- tained different phanries of the ſame things, 
eve ever both becauſe their (ubjeits had no ſteady and 
nei ms bor y an 
P2600 9,” fix'd Nature, and themſelves were unprovi- 
| Polar dxerc; ded of any ſure Maxims, by which to meaſure. 
þdreroy aeu- and prove the conceits of their own minds in 
—_— uf reference to them. 
——_ .| Can it now be reaſonably imagined, that 
I. dc Monarc,! God (all whoſe ways are judgment) ever in- 
: Cor.14.8. tended theſe portentous Occurrences as his 
trumpets to alarm a drowzy world, which 
eive forth aNAvr pwr, (0 ob{cureand un+ 


certain 


*$.9:: of . Natural Prodigies. 17 
cextan ſound © Can. it, poſhbly,be.preſu- 


med, that any thing is there ſiguified where 

nothing ever as or will be certainly under- 

Nopd s If theſe be the ſigns of the gods 

(faid Tuly, diſcourſing-upon this argument) Tu-4e Divini 
why have they always been ſo dark and ob- Que eſt its 

ſcure? torif they come forth,that we mighe (rol 
underſtand things future, they ought. to.de- fer pe 
clare them more openly.and plainly z 1 44k me quaſe denunci- 
occulte quidem, ſi ea ſciri nolebant,, or.got ſo ©? —_— 
much as darkly,.it -they would not have tons Tis Bmw 
them underſtood, Did God ever. in all the mortales & 

Scripture,, foretel an evil by any. ſuch wind- Te tfemmns 

ivg and {quint-ey'd Oracles as the.Qld Ser- gue fine in- 


t made, uſe of, which uſed to work men *?!*75us .. 


non poſſhuntics , 


to ſome.confuſed and pannick fears, ot to intelligere; 


inſnare chem, while ſeeming to warn them © 4cinde exque 
0 | '  C4vere neque- 


When he {| etot t:b "'VINPR 11QN mus? 12dhs. 
the words ba his or Pſa,105,27,. they —_ 
were ſuch as were clearly expreſhive. of hs 

mind and purpoſe, they were ſuch as (like 

Arrows ſhot into a Town with letters bound 

about them) did bear upon them their own 
Ggnification, and gave very incelligible inti- 

mations of. their end and intention; where- 

as all theſe ſigns, as commonly reputed,give 

forth no, certain notices of the Events they 

point unto: For they are not Hieroglyphicks 

of the-judgments (as bearing no likeneſs and 

abeat lon of them) nor effective cauſes of 

them, nor ſucceeded alway by them ;, nor 
C yet 


| 
| 
| 
j. 
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| 
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Of Natural Prodigies, 6.1 
yet did Scripture (a conſideration in ſtead of 
all arguments) ever watrant us to receive any 
of them with thoſe religious and awful re- |} ; 

ards which areowing to the Monitors of the 

Pivine diſpleaſure, which certainly it would |} | 
have done, had the honor of God and the | , 
good of men been ſo hugely concerned in |} 
them, as ſome would have us to imagine, 
| Argum.z. - Secondly, The times wherein theſe Prodi- | 
gies have been received with their firſt and |} 
moſt religious regards, were ſuch as ſuffici- i} | 
ſe 

| 

| 

{ 

| 


ently leſſen their repute with all perſons that 
uſe not to truſt their faith without ſome ſecu- 
|  vity, Excellent that ſpeech of K, Fames z 
nbc ; A good Criſis of a Preſident or Cuſtom may 
exemplo, tem- be made by an attendance to the condition 
pora ſpedtandaof the times wherein they firſt obtained, 
| ENEN which if remarkable, either for their igno- 
* cepta: inqui-rance or confuſions, they greatly render the 
RE ce1-rhings to ſuſpicion and challenge, which re- 
_ vol dab ceived their firſt birth and original in them, 
RT then, if,as the Aſtrologers uſe, we cal- I | 
©1rho132,2 Culate the Nativity of this Opinion of Prodi- || ; 
Terum , atque gies, we ſhall find nothing promiſed and {ig- { 
ſufets Crnificd of force enough to oblige our affecti- 
= by L. Ba-ONS, becauſe (as truth obtains moſt in times || | 
con. Aug.sci-of greateſt knowledg and peace, when men | 1 
en2preja have moſt ability and leiſure to judg, ſo) the || 1 
times wherein this firſt and principally pre- 
vailed, ſtand blemiſh'd with theſe two great 


evils, gnorance-and Diſtraition, | 
=, Fuſt, 


6; I; of Natural Prodigiet, 
_ Firſt, They were times of greateſt 39nd- 


IS 


rance both in matters of Religion and Learns 


ing, | 

* matters of Religion - Who mote cti- 
tically obſeryant of all ſuch unuſual acci- 
dents, then the Heathen who knew not God ? 
whoſe whole Religion, in the practice of it; 
was but a Syſteme of ridiculous, obſcene, 
and inhumiane Rites z and, in the ſpeculatis 
on thereof, bur an endleſs obſervation of 9- 
mens; and Prodigies, and a pretended $kill 
of interpreting dreams and ſtrange accidents, 
It was among the Egyprians (as we learn 
from Strabo) a great inſtance 'of Religion, 
ayaFipety cis TH ife% 'YYeRrpala, 0 enter in- 
to their ſacred Records all the Errata Nats- 
r4; and, perhaps in an imitation of them, 
the Romans kept their annual Regiſters of 
the ſeveral anomalous Occurrences in the 
World ; ſome fragments of which haye 
reach'd our own times : Upon'a deliberate 
peruſal whereof, four things (not unſervice- 
able to our general Diſcourſe) offer chems 
ſelves to out obſervation : 

1, That the Events ſucceeditig them 
were as often happy, as unfortunate : the 
truth whereof the curious Reader may ſoon 
teſolve himſelf of by a ſhort ſurvey, 

2, That they generally concluded in ſu- 
perſtition; the people being readily wrought 
6n to taſtitiite xovas Ferias, to cohſecrate 

C 3 _— 


L. Obſequ: 
as, : 


20 


Vide Liv. 
Hiſt. 1.22.1, 
© 321, 


of Natural: Prodigies, 6:1} 
new Temples to the gods,” to inſtitute new 
Rites, expiare prodigia,; &'procurare monſtry 
(as their phraſe was) to divert the unlucky 
Omen, © a Ls 
3. That there hardly paſſeth a year or 
two in that Regiſter, wherein thereare not 
recorded ſeyeral of theſe Portenta, © © 
4. That a vain opinion of theſe things 
held the people under a perpetual Pedagogy 
ro baſe and” ignoble fears'of God; and/im 
pendent evils, ; 214.2, "41 AIR 
Upon which accounts, I do more then in- 
cline to believe, That the Devil (who hath 
the poſſe aeris at his command) did often, by 
divine permiffion, procure many ſtrange im- 
preſſions on Nature, thereby tg fright choſe 
fo his altars;which he could never perſwade; 


... and to ſubdue the minds'of men to, his own 


image, a perpetual fear and'trembling before 
the ſenſe of a Deity, But God(who uſeth to 


make the Devils mines to fall in upon him- 


ſelf) made no:doubt this happy uſe of theſe 
{laviſh fears in the minds of the Gertzles, 
even the uſhering in of the Goſpel Jubilee 


with the greater acceptance -among them ; 


as, by the fears and terrors of the Law, he 


alſo levelled the way to its more ready and 


chearful reception among the Fews, But to 
recura, --:_::. 

As ignorant were the times in Philoſophy, 

as Religion ; perfect ſtrangers to the Ro 

ON 
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6.17 of "Natural \Prodigies, 21: 

ſons of -things :;;For (as it. is welbobſerved;) 

as-the knowledg' of the natural' cauſes. of} 

Earthquakes; Eclipſes,: Lightnings,* Mete- 

ots;&c.' obtained, amongſt the Geptiles of 

old; ſo all: their ominous- fears, their /;br; 

fulgirales, interpretations of - Prodigies, fell 

ine contempt; and diſ-repute:: 'The more: 

men adyanc'd into, the Light, the leſs apt 

were-they to ſtart., They then began to 

ſmileat their former ſuperſticions, as men in 

the day laugh at thoſe dreams and viſions 

which trighred them in thenight,. - '; 
Beſides, ſecondly, th Times: of in tn of 

 Belides, ſecondly, they were Times: of in bello plura 

publick fears, troubles ,conſufions (generally) & mejoreu- 

when men were moſt. impreſcrve. to a 'fear HOOm_y 

theſe prodigiors accidents, Thus Livy notes, madvertuntur 

Tyrbido aliquo tempore, ver fts in Religionem?" Pace : accex 
gy . Gn ; ny dit illudetii, 

animis ,multa viſa creditaq; prodigia que nonguod in met 

errant : And eltwhere tells us, (Hift,1,58,& periculo 

11.) In civitate, tanto diſcrimine belli ſolli- £,”; np 

tita, quum omnium ſecundorum adverſorums- finguntur im- 

que caſas in Deos verterent, multa pradigia po Cicer, 

peaking de 
nunciabantur, | Oſtent. & 
_ Men, when; they think God diſpleaſed, Prodie. l.z. 


e Divin. 


(as they deal by a man they conceive their y,,,,m pu 
etha ws ) look. upon all his actions through r4 exemple 
the black medium of ſuſpicion and jealoutte, **/61nanm- 
um invenies, 
and therefore they all ſeem to catry terrorsquam ubi for- 
and affrightments with them, All ſtrange »#do menres |, 
: Fe religione 
Accidents, like ſtrange Paſſengers, in times ,;,;4 percuf- 
of diſcompoſure are ſuſpected and examined, f:.Sen.Quzit. 


C 3 which Nat. |.6.c. 29, 


of Natural Prodigits, 6.2. 
which freely paſs without our- notices when: 
eand love ſpread their gentle wings o- 
yer a Nation : When fear hath once tiny. 
, red the wr of the mind with black (dread-- 
; ful) apprehenſlons, it eafily ſees every thing 
' of its own color it either finds jts objec, 
or creates it 1n eyery occutrence : The Sun 
ſhines not ,upon the water -or a cloud, but 
(like the Moabites) men conclude figns of 
blood from the redneſs of the color, when 
fear hath once ſoftned the ſpirits, and diſ- 
abled the mind for a cool and ſedate judg» 
ment and valuation of things, Beſides, 1n 
ſuch times, Religion knows not to keep its 
mean, but quickly runs over into ſuperſtiti- 
on, a ſervile flattery of God, and an obſer- 
vance of him in little, weak, feminine in» 
ſtances of devotion, 

Now the Religion of Prodigies being 
conceiyed thus in the womb of groſs igno- 
rance, and nouriſh'd by the ſoft and eafte 
fears of men in affliction, when their fancy, 
like metal in the fire, refuſeth no figure, we 
cannot entertain any great Opinion of 1ts. 
ſtrength and goodneſs, without a forfeiture 
of our credit, with more conſiderate and (e- 
rious perſons, Can jt be ever thought that 
God ſhould advance an obſervation of theſe 


things into ſo neceſlary a part of our Reli- 
gion, adopt it a great inſtance of our regards 
of his ſuperintendence and preſidency _ 

ene 
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6.1, of Natural Prodigies. 
che affairs of the World, when (we ſee) the 
Devil made choice of it to.entertain the de- 
vouter- fears of his Votaries withal : Did 
God ever take ſacrifice from the. Devils al- 
tars ?. The Devil indeed hath alway been 
Gods Ape, bur Gad will alway. be found 
the Devils Oppoſice, and to: tread counter 
to him perpetually, Many of the critical 
Rites and Uſages appointed the Fewiſh Na- 
tion, will be found to reſolve into the divine 
purpoſe to.croſs-and. thwart, by bis com- 
mands, the Rites of the Zabii, the Eeypri- 
ans, and other neighboring Nations, which 
had the-Devil for the Great Maſter of their 
religious Ceremonies, -When our Savior 
came into the World, the Religion of the 
greateſt part of it, through the Agency of 
the Devil, ran out into a multitude of little 
rites, weak obſervances, bodily poſtures g 
and he appoints a Religion direly oppoſite, 


; plain, ſimple, rational, lite and ſpirit z whoſe 


main deſign was to imploy and perfe& the 
mind and ſpirit of a man, And can it be 
thought that Heaven and Hell now touch 
each other ſo far, that we muſt borrow the 
meaſures of our biggeſt fears and hopes, and 
motives to Repentance, from the Ethnick 
Divinity 2 (in which if there had been any 
thing ſound and valuable, to be ſure the De- 
vil would have hindred its gaining ſo great a 


| regard as it did among his Votaries,) Mult 
- £28 we 
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RY Of Natural Prodtgies. 4.1" 
we now look for ſuch a Jewel, as the intj- 
-mations of *the counſels of infinite Wiſdom 
are, in'the dunghil of obſcene-and monſtrous 
Births; Apparitjons of lying Spirits, ſtrange 
"Voices inthe Air, mighty Winds, alteratt- 
ons inthe faceof Heaven,efc, from which 
the Gent:les inthe times of their ignorance 
(ro benighted ' men rotten wood ſhines) 
thought tro-receive'the light 'of ſome hea- 
-venly counſel and direction © 
Argum.3, Thirdly, Prodigies Naturalare not to be 
Ignorat N4- regarded as Prognoſticks of Events arbitra- 
ture potent: - "a Iz" | we 
am, qui illi TY, even becauſe they are Natural, are owing 
non putat ali-to as neceſſary cauſes in Nature as the more 
4g ws common and eafte productions thereof :- no 
quod (x | (1 7g . 
pius facit. need to cal} in the extraordinary affiſtances 
vere of Heaven to ſalve theſe unuſual Phirnome- 
'na; for as Nature is'bur a conſtarit” and 
durable Prodigy, ſo a Prodigy but a more 
rare and unuſual Nature; as hath been ſhewn 
by many Writers, towhich I remit the ca- 
pable Reader, | 
= Nay,” upon a due judgment of things, 
there will perhaps ap} -ar more of Natwre in 
a Prodigy, then in the more harmonious 
conſort of Uniform Agents, to which com- 
mon uſage hath appropriated that name, 
That Nature, in its production of the ſeye- 
ral kinds of creatures, ſhould (as if they 
were all ftamp'd with one common ſeal ) 
giye them forth in ſuch equal and fimilar 
y | figures 


a <4 a AN a 1 


$.1. Of  Nathral Prodigies. 
figures and proportions, is a more juſt obje&t 


of wonder, then to ſee thenatural Archews 
ſometimes to play the bungler, and'to leave 
its work (in ſome parts thereof ) rude and 
miſ-ſhapen, That the Earth ſhould gene- 
rally be delivered of the:matiy _— and 
winds within its bowels, -without the'pangs 
and throes of an Earthquake , and thar-all 


the hoſt of Heaven ſhould march every one on Joel 2.7,8. \, 


his way, and not to break their'ranks, neither 
thruſt one another, but walk every one on his 


path (to borrow the language of the Pro- 


phet) are Prodigies beyond an Earthquake, 
New-ſtar, or Monſter ſometime diſcovered 
to the World ;' and therefore more: juſtly 
choſen to be the conſtant» inſtances'of the 
divine Wiſdom and Power: and to-ſee fome 


ſtrange fires, breaking forth ſometimes from 


the cavernsof theEarth; is ſo much beneath 
wonder, that Pliny tells. us, It exceeds all 
wonder,that there ſhould be any day where- 
with firy principles, do not break forth into 


aſhes, The fall of ſome-prodigious ſhowers 


things, will appear very Natural, and ac- 
countable ro our thoughts ; whereas the 


binding of the Waters above, that.they di- ,,,, .5.q, 


ſtil in ſuch ſoft and gentle Rains as uſually, 
toucheth ſo near upon a Muacle, ons e 
ame 


Excedit pro- 


k ; . miracula, ul- 
in all the things in the World, fo pregnant un diem fu- 


iſſe in quo 
Ly 00g 


one mighty flame, :.'d lay the World-in grarenz. Plin. 
Hiſt. Nat. I.z. 


upon the Earth, upon a due judgment of c.rg. 


Jer. 20.3. 


Dent. 28.66, 


Jai. 44.9. 


Of Natural Prodigies, <ul 
ſame Pl;zy breaks out, Quid eſe mirabilin 
poteſt aquis in celo fpantibus?.- + ,, 
Now. then, what. ſober Reaſon can wat- 
rant us to conclude any neceſſary and naty- 
ral occurrences: the-prophetick ſigns of E-- 
vents. (to: us). purely. arbitrary and. contin- 
gent 2 Either all. fuch irregular accidents 
ſthal beallow'd-preſages of future judgments, 
and-then.eyery Nation will became.a Magor 
Miſſabib,.and:(what was threatned.upan the 
Fems) our lives hu alway hang.in doubt be- 
fore us, we ſhall then fear night ear and 
0 


, 
t 
J: 
-: 


 hane no efſ#rance-(at lealt,' no.comtort) of 


our lives; -or elſe ſome anely of theſe Pro- 
digious Events.ſhall be. fo. acknowledg'd: 
But then, at whoſe feet: muſt we {it to learn | 
which are only the Interpreters of the power 
of Nature, and which are Lge ay mace, 
Gods Meſſengers to proclaim to-a-Nation 
that the days of its viſitation ae approach- 
mg* Certainly ſigns of judgments extraor- | 

nary muſt themſelves be uch, they muſt 
(as the Prophet ſpeaks in another caſe) be 
their own witneſſes, and, like Heralds which 
proclaim a War, bear upon them if poſſible 
that badg and cognizance whereby their of- 
fice nw. known, all may underſtand to 
what end and purpoſe they come forth from 
God, We find in Scripture, that Gods real 
figns were generally great and mighty, tran- 
ſcendent to the powers and poſlibilities of 
Natural 


C.1., 


| of Natural Prodigies, 
Nacural Agents, that ic might appear his 
power was greatly concern'd.in them, and 


thar they came forth upon a greater/purpoſe 
then the bare ſrvice of the laws of Nature, 


- | and che powers of ſome ſecond Cauſes, 


|» Fourthly, The condition and temper of the Argun.4. 


S Otconomy we are now under admits not - our 
» | expettation of any Signs from Heaven, either 


ſelf ver) 


purpoſes they mi 


to witneſs againſt the prattices or- opinions of 

any party of men, or to give notice of an ap- 

proaching mercy or judgment, [toall which 
Ainiſl \hererofore.] 

- God was pleaſed heretofore, ſuitable- to | 

the non-age of the Church, to addreſs him- 


7 much to the lower faculries of 'the 


| Soul, p! 
| we find 


hancy and ina 


ination z* accordingly 


Prophecies 'd 


elivered- in vehement 


and pompous ſcheams of ſpeech, ſuch as are 
apt greatly to ſtrike and affect che imagina- 
tion : Chriſt was promiſed (as one ſpeaks) 
ſub magnificis & admirationem facientibus 
idets : the myſteries of the Goſpel were 
held forth in moſt ſplendid types and ſym- 
bols: the Law of God forc'd upon the ſpi- 
rits of men heretofore by the tetrrors of a 


thundring Heaven and a burning Mountain, Heb.r2.8. 


and a ſpeedy vengeance threatned upon the 
deſpiſers thereof: the ſpirtts of good menwere 
carried out to actions and tempers beyond 


their natural capacities, by the pregnant and 
vigorous imprelles of the vine Spirit : 


the 
fears 


Exod. 7.3,4, 


2 King. 20.9, 


| 


; 
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Of | Natural Prodigies, $.1\ 
fears of the Church excited, and*her faith 
aſſiſted by mighty frens and wonders ; (the. 
withdrawing whereof the Church bewails;: 
they all vaniſhing as the light of divine Re- 
velation, prevail'd, as Stars do upon the ap- 
proaches'of day-light,) - + 
But they-which\talk of and look for any, 
{uch vehement expreſſions of Divinity now,, 
miſtake -the.-temper and 'condition-of that. 


- - Oeconomy which the appearance of our Sa-. 


Vior hath put! us under ; wherein all chings 
are to be managed in a more fedate, cqot, 
and ſilent maner, ina way ſuited to, and'ex- 
preſſive of the temper our Savior diſcoyerd 
in'theworld, Who cauſed not his voice tobe 
htard inthe ſtreets ; and to the condition of * 
a;Reaſonable Being made apt to be managed 
by ſteady and calm arguments, and the words 
of Wiſdom heard in quiet, in a \mooth and 
erene temper, The myſteries of the Goſpel 

come forth clothed in ſedate and intelligible 
forms of: ſpeech : the minds of men are nat 
now drawn into ecſtaſie by any ſuch vehe- 
ment and great examples of Divine Power 
and Juſtice as attended the lower and more 


.* .ſervile ſtate of the World, The Miracles 


our Savior wrought were of a calm and 
gentle nature.[curing the blind,reſtoring the 
fick and lame; not cauſing of thunder and 
ſtorms, as Samuel , but appeaſing them] 
none. of them ſuch as the Fews callgs 
or, 


$1, of Natural Prodigies, 29 
for, onpea' tx Tv Segvs, figns from Hea- Mat. 16,2) i 
yen, ſuch/ prodigious and aftrighting thug. | 
ders and fires which attended the delivery of 
the Law and the ſpirit -of :Z/5jah, Indeed | 
the Yail of the Temple was rent, the Sun 
dreadfully eclipſed, the Earth terribly ſhaken 
at his death; but theſe aſtoniſhing: Won- 
ders were made uſe of as his laſt referve to 
conquer the' prejudices of an obdurate peo- 
ple, upon'whom his more gentle and obli- 
ging inſtances of Divine Majeſty made no 
impreſſion : and perhaps theſe prodigious 
changes in Nature were intended as prophe- 
tick emblems of the great-change ſhortly to 
enſue 12 Heaven [ the way of Worſhip and 
Religion] and Earth [the Powers and'King- Heb.12.26, 
doms of the World] by the Power and *7 
Dodtrine of that Perſon who then died 
upon the Croſs, 

-T hat mighty ruſhing Wind at Pentecoſt, 
which was iſſued in a ſoft and lambent fire 
upon the heads of the firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel, was poſſibly a figure of that more 
vehement and terrible State of the Law, 
which uſher'd the way for,and determined in 
the more ſedate and gentle Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel. God hath now, in a great mea- 
ſure, left frighting of men to Heaven by vi- 
ſible terrors : The Law of the Meſi7as was 
delivered upon the Mount in the- {mall and 
{till voice, and is ſet home upon the —_—_ 

| ® 


x-&iut; a more heavy vengeance in another 
World, then: what overtook the deſpiſers 
of toſ Law : God expe@s'now that we 
ſhould be judiciouſly religious, and acted to 
his ſervice by a ſpirit of love and of a ſound 
mind, to tear his threatnings more then the 
burnings of Sia; to look upon a bad man 
(fince the appearance of Chrift to take a- 
way fin) as the greateſt Prodigy z and to 
expect the ſigns of' an approaching judg- 
ment, not in the Errors of Nature, but of 
the Age, 

Thus have I endeavored the proof of the 
Theſis propoſed, by ſome general Reaſons 
and Arguments : Others there are of as 
oreat-moment, which (that I overlay not the 
Readers patience) ſhall be reſeryed as ſo 
many nerves and finews to run through, and 
hold together the main body of the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, All which, that they may not 


be thought roo lictle for their end, I miſt, 


by the way, mind the Reader, that in mat- 
ters of 2x moral nature (as the juſt value: of 
__ iS) Arguments, which appear he- 
fore the mind in an high degree of probabi- 
lity, are ſufficient rules of faith and practice, 
In all matters we are to conſider, not what 
Arguments we would require, but what the 
ſubje& will bear, For neither Religion not 
Reaſon require men to believe more ongly 

tnef 
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Je; of Natwal Prodigics: 
| then the premiſſes conclude, or to look for 


premiſles of greater ſtrength then the con-- 


dition of the ſubje& will admire, Too grear 
a facility and remiſineſs in taking up in ohe 
and inſufficient proofs ix ſore, and too great 
a rigor and ſeverity in exacting them beyond 
the _= of the matter ix others, have 
been of equal prejudice to truth, Ic is there- 
fore a juſtice the Reader ows the Argument 
and himſelf, not to expect clear demonſtra- 
tion but high probabilities therein z a title, 
which I am not without ſome hope that the 
Reaſons already, or hereafter alledged, may 
deſerve. k 
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SECT, IL 
' Some particular Prodigies proved no ſegns of 
enſuing Evils, 


Comets commonly thought preſages of Evils, and why. A 
difference between Comets and ſome luminous Bodies it 
the Heavens like them. A great _ of miſtake in the 
DoFrine of Comets, noted. Proved not to be Signs opera- 
tive of any Evils in Earth. The difficulty of determining 
the fpecifick nature of a Comet : Proved no incens'd ex- 
balation by four confiderations : further evinc'd no e&f- 
feive cauſe of Evil, ſrom the dimenſion and the acknow* 
ledged altitude thereof. Three Arguments to prove thens 
not 10 be Signs indicative of any Evils. The difficulty of 
reprehending any Error which bottoms in phancy and ima- 
gination. The Omiſſion of a particular diſcourſe concern- 
ing ſome other Prodigies, excuſed. 
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thoughts pon ſome' (it were to over-yalue. 
the Argument: to ſpeak'to many)/Prodivies, | 
which have been thought the moſt plauſible 
pretenders tb thehonor of being 'Propherich 
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Symbols.” Amongſt which, Comets: are of 
more'eſpeciaFregard;and havebeen receiv'd, 


by the faith or fears of moſt-times;/asa kin 


of ; Beacon fired from Heaven to alarnf thi 
World, and to give intimation of af aps 
proaching, eyil : The luminous tail or-tralh 
of a:Comet eſpecially, ſeems'to the eye of 


gn_ the emblem of a flaming {wordzvt 


ry rod; and to carry the dreadful images of 
ſome mighty ſcourge prepated to' correct i 
froward World withal. 'With the Poet'it 
paſſeth as'a ruled caſe; + {0  110t 00umk 
-- Nunquam celo ſpettati impimne Come 
A Comet never ſhone from Heaven to. giyi 
the World any pannick fears, The A#rv 
togers (as confident of the' final, as the" Peri 
pateticks of the formal cauſe of any ſuchun+ 
wal lights) take themſelves upon' the 
appearance of them , to be 'the Filii 'tz- 
nacnl; which are to expound to the World 
theſe myſtick charadters of Heaveir; Tndeed 
any alteration and unwonted ' wrinkle* 
the face of Heaven, is thought (like #frown) 


2 preſage of anger, 'and ſome'intendefepil; 


partly becauſe ' Heaven is conceived the 
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6.23 Of Nagel, Prodigins 
krone of Juſtice,, whencer.is moſt roper 
toexpectt e Signs of Vengeance; but e- 
ſpecially becauſe the general harmony of its 


| m9acons and confine of its parts (whereby 


eproacherh the Lunacies and ir aries 

of ; lower World) ſeem ro aſſure ty We, 
Anomalies at any time therein cannot, iſſue 
from che nature of the ſubjeR, bit the wiſe 
parp (e of God, by theſe to warn before he. 
and (as, by a f flaming fmorg). tourive 

the wo Yd out of its fools. Pa &, a flat- 
tering peace and ſecurity, | 
. To, encounter the 'vaniry of ry ſpecious 
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wils, as. being neicher the. # Fans nor the. 


indicative Signs of them. before I. 
oo I muſt let the Pas Nov thy 
CAOamers I mean Comets, ,truly ſo 
LY uminous Bodies, which are carried wich. 

eat ſobriety and 'uniformit Ph of motion, 
bo extend their continuance oft to the ſpace, 
& ſeveral Weeks or Months. For (asin 


orders of things af remark there is. the Tru chalk EpEx. 
the Counterfeit) there are real Comets, Fri. deCe- , 
and Cometo-ei3y, (aS a more accurate attend= 
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of men, propoſed.” Some general An Pager 

175 un An inguiry made inzo the Reaſans of it,. and 
lems I. Into an ignorance b] cauſes. Ignorange 


; "Aored to beget confedence ip the bead, and diffidence in the 
©. - (Þgart. es gol, ly awakened into s f ſear of a 
-  #pproaching evil, and why. 3, The application of an- 
mane meaſure to the divine afings. The commonneſs 
hn _— vr this uſage noted #n Philoſs ophy and Divinity. of p | 
«1 propenſion in men to cloſe with uny femedt DJ 
a _ wo geo knowledg of Baer fr fp h note 
k #nall Nations, ACFOnR rven thereof. 
9 oo of: the Devil. ' The! red Or nd 
' » Hi doſe gn to work baſe and: ſervi = Tn 
authority 0 ky Pe, Fre: 
ws ooſerocd on ow ous 
 *  drrvgte Opinions of. [ome, co vc jt ORs, _ 
wow perſm 0 Coe ent upon. 7s e 
n Narure -of the Foul, greatly impreſſive 40 8 hen" 
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TJ Efote-we:can havs "caidlen efli- 

Jon Of the tcemrty,! forivhick-ſo muck 
evidence.of -Reaſor hack been: giver: un,” ic 
will beneceffaryi to remove:thoſe Objedi- 
ons with which our.tiftle thereunco ds alittle 
_ ncumbred, ' Now. theſe are taken from a 
—_— Topick + 

1”. From theommon fon 6 ind perſwaſion 
of: men, 

6 :\Fhes {nthoruy and 7eftmary 64 learn- 
ed Writers. 2 
| ; The atteſtation of common E xperience; 

IH The. ſceming\tvidence. of Reaſon, 
-1:54) The Teſtimony of. Sacred Writ, 

The four: former have welght: enough to 
bella; 'the ſeale; the'other way; a lattet 
lerm$ico weigh itiquite down,; eB 3,466 
; ,Pirſts : Wriare ied with thecommon ſenſe 
4ud, horſe on of ide. World im es, He 
ther hack ut:loble's i into the 5 of 
Ws paſt, ſhall readily obſerve all "Nees 

propenfe -to--obſerve: Natures ſtray- 

(0h; hong her: more uſual law and_rale of 
EW and:$@-entertain-all ſtrdhge occur- 
(otee: & vich 2 Kind: * Propherick = of 
ome 


5@.. - »Objethions anſwered, —=$.35 
ſome great evils impendenr,- of which they 
are preſumed but the harbipgers and Preco- 
ms. And farely this alone might ſerve-ſaf- 
ficiently to . vitdicate the obſervation, of 
Prodigies, at leaſt, from all ſuſpicion of va- 
nity and ſuperſtition, | 

4oſw. -: Todeal plainly, there is more of truth in 
this Obje&ion;rhen I could wiſh there wer; 
, to which to.return Magiſfter errorum: populus, 
and that it is the office of : Learning not to 
lead us tothe mulcicude butfromicr, and thac 
a wiſe man is the greateſt of Prodigies,would 
be thought but the beſt of Evaſions, and 
the worſt of Anſwers : Though a wiſer man 
then my ſelf, when preſt with the ſame Ob- 
4.1. 4: Dig; Jeon in a like caſe [| At omnes Populi, Na- 
L2. | tones, utuntur Auſpicits,&c,] judg'd it be- 
' neath any better anſwer, then this, Quaſi 
_ vero quidquam ſit tam valde, =o nibil (a- 
pere, vulgare': T ſhall chooſe rather to-in- 
quire into-the-Grounds, and:Reaſons of this 
{o:catholick.a Perſwaſion ;- for truth is beſt 
ſtrengrthned, anderror refuted, per redutt50- 
nem ad principia, by calling men toa'wview 
ef: thoſe Principles and Grounds from which 
they grow, and into which they finally:do 
reſolve, ad = Ci pede (i541 
- Now thett; the Reaſons of this ſo gene- 
tal Uſage and Perſwafion, are (I conceive) 
fome-or all of theſe following ': 
\.. I, "Men (tor the greater:part) are wholly 
ſtrangers 


| 6.3  objeidions anſwtrid; FI 
' ſtrangers to the cauſes of theſe prodigious ac* | 


cidents, Now as fear hath torment, {o igno- | oh.4.19, 


rance hath' fear, It is a certain-rule, Nhil \ 
#que facit haminem multa ſuſpicari ac nihil | 
ſcire : Where we are unprovided of any. | 
prenotions of the qualities of objects or 
perſons, Nature hath made us all very ſuſpi- 
cious, and fearful ro touch, raft, and truſt, |, 
Perſons in the dark are full of monſtrous —— Ir6- 
conceirs, every ſhadow is a devil, and every fu, que 
buſh. a thief <4 them : And the more wa Te racks 
are in the dark as to rhe knowledg of cauſes, Meruuns--- 
ſtill the more jealous and fearful of Events. 

Now the moſt of men are very ignorant, and 
therefore ſuperſtitiouſly fearful upon any 
ſuch irregular Events in Nature, - 

--- Formido mortales continet omncs, 

ud multa in terris fiert carlogs twentur';" 

Auorum operum cauſas nulla ratione videre 

Poſſunt : Lucrer, | 

The Fools Purgatory is as famuliar as the | 

Fools Paradiſe: Ignorance calls every un- yi. i713. 
accountable ſymptome in thie Patient witch- 
craft, and every ſtrange accident a Prodigy, 
Beſides, it is the uſage of ignorance, eſpeci- 
ally where the obje&s are-great, vehemenr, 
and extraordinary, which fall before it; to 
conceit a kind of Divinity dwelling in rhew, 
and to regard them as examples of fome 
virtue and power ſuperior to Natural, Hip- 
pocrates tells us, that (ad diſeaſe, in Phyſick 

| E 2 ſtiled 
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T2 ud Cwin- Riled -morbas ſater,. the holy: or divine diſ- 
2, ws eaſe; took its appellation hence, :A'vbpum 
x0uyoy, aA 610140 &y YH 'avar um hTactns x; TaHbA- 
I :-m[©-*. Men' called it divine, from igno- 
pas oy, rance,and a blind wonderment at the ſtrange 
= vv and ychement fymptomes thereof, More- 
| OE over, it is the nature of -Ignorance to pro- 
200 TU; : : 
27 Juce:(as diffidence:in the heart, ſo withal) 
' 3} 016+ ' confidence in the head ; - for thoſe which 
wo 790%. know leaſt of things paſt or preſent, are uſu- 
utarch. 
a jus 5ey Ally the moſt confident determiners upon a- 
Hippocrat. -Ny mean occafions concerning things future, 
de morb.ſacr6-Jpon this account the multitude, to which 
; knowledg was never very friendly, 'cannot 
but. be greatly: impreſſive to any great and 
religious Perſwaſtons concerning Prodigies, 
eſpecially if much forc'd upon them by the 
importunity of bold men, ec 
2, It the. riature ,of Guilt to be quickly 
awakened into a fear of an approaching evil.: 
It ſleeps, as they ſay of the Hare, with'its 
eyes open ; is quickly awake to ſee of 
phanſie an impendent evil, how ſecure ſoe- 
Ever it may commonly {eem-to it {elf or ' 0+ 
thers, Guilt-4s; pon every flight occaſion 
EEiTs 9:0, never propheſying good cots 
cerning men, bit evil; it will ly when none 
purſes, There gouſuallyalong with a guil- 
tybreaſt (when-fair colors hang out in the 
face) black jealouſftes and: fears, PoCnex ms 
exIogn xetows' a fearful expectation. of 
— VENgeance 
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vengeance ; and therefore-like' Belſhazz 
where it cannot. diſtin&tly- expound :Gods 
ſtrange characters, it. yet concludes the ge- 
neral intention tobe wrath.and judgmene, 
The Author of the Book of Wiſdom. hath 
therefore well expreſt the nature of Guile, 
thus z Wickedneſi condemned of her own wit= Wil.r7.1r, 
neſs, is very timorows ; and being preſſed _— o_r ak 
HY ., conipectum 
with conſcience, always forecasteth terrible gnnes plerun- 
things. = " ſubits ex- 
Guilt hath an injured God always pre- ———_ 
ſented to it : now where our lives and for- entiom ftimu- 
runes are in the hand of offended greatneſs, 27:4 vut- 
we are apt to conclude what it will do with noſcenter, oz 
us from what it may, Where men miſtruſt 4* ira Dei, 
(as Guilt generally doth) every nutus, words {6,11 © 
good or bad, all actions, but eſpecially ſuch maduersi, vet 
as are to us obſcure and unaccountable, are —_ ca 
the ſeed of jealouſie. Guile can ſpell death 4; fngute © 
out of Gods ſweeteſt Promiſes, much more 99%. 
out of his dark and intricate Providences, 7;21517 _ 
The words of a late learned Writer, being | 
ſo full and pregnant in this 'Argument, ic 
will be a ſufficient ſervice thergof, to lay 
them before the Reader : Unhallowed minds, 
that have no inward foundations.of true holi- Mr: Smitl's 
iſc. of $u- 
neſi to fix themſelves upon, are eaſily ſhaken yc;htition, 
and toſſed from all inward peace and tranquil-P-3*: 
lity : And as the thoughts of ſome ſupreme 
Power above them ſeize upon them, ſo they 
we ftruck with'the lightning thereof inta in» 
of E 3 ward 
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Objettions anfmered. 6.3; 
ward affrightments, which are further: in- 
creaſed by a wulgar obſervation of thoſe 
ſtrange, ftupendious, and terrifying Effetts 
in Nature, whertof they can gruve no certain 
reaſon , as Earthquakes , Thundrings and 
Lightnings, blazing Comets, and other Me- 


tears of like nature, which are apt to terrifie 


thoſe ppeciaty who are already unſetled and 
chaſed with an inward ſenſe of guilt ;, and, 
4s Seneca F tare Inevitabilem metum ut 
ſupra nos aliquid timeremus incutiunt, Pe- 
tronius Arbiter hath well deſcribed this buſi- 
neſs for us : | 
Primus in orbe Deos, fecit timor, ardua 
clo | 
Fnlmina cum caderent, diſcuſſaque mania 
flammis, - | 
Arque ictus flagraret Athos,---- 
From hence it was that the Libri fulgurales 
among the Romans, and other ſuch like Yo- 
lumes of Superſtition, ſwelled ſo much, and 
that the pulvinaria Deorum were ſo often 
frequented, as will eaſily appear to any one 
a little converſant in Livy, who every where 
ſets forth this Devotion h largely, as if he 
himſelf had been too paſſionately in -love 
with it. | 
3. The ftridt obſervation of Prodigies 
hath riſen from the application of an humane 
medſure ta the divine attings, All actions 
of. conſequence done in the World by hu- 
; mane 
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mane Agents, come forth / em: men mpi- 
os, with obſervation, they are uſually pre- 
fac'd with fomewhat which'may raiſe expe- 
ation, and giye uorice, Sexecu-{peaks of a 
pompe mortis x there is alſo pompa wite # 
Men uſe not to fall into buſine(s, bur: :de- 
ſcend , and their aQtions of moment, though 


- they have ſometimes abrupt conclufcons, yer 


it is ſeldom that they have abrupt begin- 

ings, Now it-is accordingly thought, that 

Kg Gods ations of remark, judgments eſpe- r Theſ.5.;, 
cially, muſt be ftamp'd with an humane {ig- 

nature, be uſhered with the pomp and ſo- 
lemnicy of ſome prodigious and preternatu- 

ral occurrences : Whereas God hath threar- 

ned not onely to deſtroy bad men by his ,,.;*”" 
judgments, but to ſurprize them, to ſtorm 


* them without a precedent Summons, We 


read of nothing inthe Revel, to be conceal- Rey.10.4. 
ed from men, but what judgments the e- 
ven thunders uttered, God often by Prophe- 
cies and mighty Signs warned former Ages 

and expects now that former Ages ſhould 
Warn us. { 

There is no one thing which hath (ec up- 

ſuch a multitude of idols, vain and fantaſtical 
conceits (as the excellent Yerulam obſerves) 
in Philoſophy, quam naturalivm operationem 
ad fumilitudinem attionum humanarum re- 
du&#io ; the reducing of all natural operati- 
Qns ta a likeneſs with the as of men z and 
E 4 the 


1 Cor.10.6, 


Il, 


Aug. $cient, 
l.5. £4, 


Iai. 55.9. 
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the preferring-of\Man, the lefler World; rhe 
arait GlaſSibf'Natureyin whoſe fabrick.md 
a&tions, the fimilar-images and: imitations of 


| OI hace: World ſhould be re- 


preſented, And''!toas many vain imaginzti- 
onsin'D:ivinty: have men been expoſed;"by 
making, as it'were, of God'after.their own 
image, and faſtning uporrhirmeither «Gor 


 mil}G., 'or 50G wb poruoy, and ropofing: 


of: the: cuſtoms//ireafonings ;'-paſſions, . and. 


' connſels';ofi 4 man, as 'the Facobs. ſtatf,} to: 


eftimare the height. and extent of the coun- 
fels and actions-of God,- whoſe ways and: 
thoughts, as weare told;/atenor laid out by 


any of 'thoſe ſhort lines which ours are, > 


'4., Men'"are\greatly-» propenſe | to «cloſe. 
with any flattering medium to arrive at: the 
much defired knowledg of ' things to ' come: 
The more the fruit of the Tree of knowlede 
isplac'd beyond'our reach, the more impa- 
tient deſires: after it uſe' to riſe up in' our 
minds : now ſuch is the. knowledg of things 


| ,wtapt up in -futurity, : Hence A#-rology 
' (which feeds men with the airy hopes of this 


knowledg) ſo valuable a Science with the 


 Chalaeans ;' Oracles, ſo much attended: ro 


by the Grecians; Auguries, by the Romans; 
any:kind of Prophets by the\Hebrews zi the 
erammpgy omg, auſpicious: Signs _— 
the-ruder Heathens, Men haveraked-in. the 
bowels of ſacrificed men,” women and =- 
op . iren 


be3? 6bjetrons anſwered) 7. 
dren for this knowledg,; as Photize tells us'g 
(Ru p dd p oo . In Bibliothec. 
| Gentes 'olims Mithre $acrificia facientes, vis | ot. 
| »05, ſaminur & pueros muttabunt : extis m-wit. $.Amhan. 
ſfpettis divinantes,8&c, Amo 'the Romans.) 
che more: the Sword of Authonty:mow'd 
down -thaſe::weeds., 4AF#rologers , Chalde: 
ans;&c, the faſter and thicker: they grew, 
In ſhort, . Tu/ly-hath noted; that, no! King g,; x, ,,. 
nor People ever was there,with whom ſomequam fuit, 
preſumed divine Predictions were not in'aſe 77 Pputus 
and credit : to which I -further-add, That it';ur Drediffic. 
\ | is hard ro mention that thing (neceſſary or divine? 
\ | contingent)uponwhich the Echnick vanity p;,;u” © 
kad-not affix'd ſome ſignification and pre- 
fage'or other, Nay, and eyen 'in very good 
men in ſacred Wrir,. we find not this 1tch — 
after the knowledg of the condition of fu-': Thel, 5.r. 
 Þ ture times ſufficiently kil'd, S_—_ 

' This defireof knowing'things future, is 
owing partly to- that mighty thirſt in the 
Soul after knowleds in the latitude thereof; 
partly to a ſecret diſtruſt: of Providence, 
which we . cannot | endure to: follow even 
blindfold, like Abraham,” not knowing whi- 
ther we go; partly to out natural reſtleſneſs 
in uncertainties, and the Souls not enduring 
a perpetual crucifixion between. hopes and 
tears ; partly to that impreſhiveneſs of ſpi- 
rit which times of action and change (for in 
tuch, Prodigies and Prophecies are moſt cri- 
tically recorded) are generally — 

| with 3 
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with ; as alſo to:that »avſex which the tedi- 
ous repetition of things preſent and familiar 
creates.in the Soul of man, For theſe Rea« 
ſons, men are very ready to attend to a Pro» 
digy a$toa kind of filent Oracle, to reſolve 
them in their inquiries de futwro, which is 
indeed but profanely to go to God, whoſe 


work it is, as they would to a common For- 


tune-teller, 

To diſmiſs this particular, There are e- 
ſpecially. two ſorts of things which com- 
mand our minds to the moſt quick and feri- 
ous attendances 5 viz. Things rare and ex- 
traordinary, Oracles, Myſteries, new Noti- 
ons, curious Arts, Secrets, Stories of Appa- 
ritians : And Pxediftions and Divinations : 
(for we ſhall obſerve the Soul eſpecially de- 
lighted in its inquiries into times far paſt, 
and long hence to come ; whereby it graſps 
ina kind of petty infinity both the ends of 
time at once,) Now then, Prodigies may 
quickly call forth the ſerious notices and-re- 
gards of the moſt, as being mira, matters in 
themſelves rare and wonderful, and alſo, in 
common opinion, wonſtra, things which can | 
ſhew them what is to come, ſo lift the 
Saul above the narrow Horizon of things 
preſent and ſenftble, which-it hath ſo often 
ſurfered and cloy'd it ſelf withal, 

5. The hand of Foab, the Agency of the 
Devil, ſeems not 4 little engaged in this __ 
aels; 


63. abjettions anſwered. 
neſs , the ſtrengthning of this Opinion of 
+ Prodigies, with which the minds of men are 
ſo much poſleſt : tor he ſerves no ſmall ends 
- upon Perſons entertained with ſuch Obfer- 

vances, By ſuch curious, he calls men-off 
from more neceſlary, ſearches and inqurries, 
Humble ignorance, he knows, in matters too 
high for us, is a fruitful mother of devotion : 
It is his uſage to tempt men, like the Flie, 
into the fire, by ſetting the appearances and 
hopes of a greater light before them, Be- 
fides, he works men hereby into fervile and 
ſuperſtitious apprehenſions of God, (for the 
Opinion of ſuch Prodigies repreſents him 
betore the Soul with a Rod of Vengeance 
perpetually in his hand) then which, there 
is not a more fatal cauſe of Atheiſm in the 
World, A Belief of a God, is thar' Fort 
which the Devil could neyer ſtorm, never 
force by any dire tempration and there- 
fore he defigns, by ſuch terrible and ſervile 
conceits wrought in the hearts of men, ta 
undermine it : For perpetual jealouſftes and 
{laviſh fears of God, like over-heated wa- 
ters, boil over at laſt, and extinguiſh that 
fire, thar faith and ſenſe of God, which firſt 
produc'd them, When the Notion of a 
Deity ſtands alway before the mind, like a 
Gorgons head , pregnant with nothing bur 
| horrors and diſmays, it quickly works and 
curns it toa (ſtony) ſtupid neglect of » 
| | ; 19 


Vai.40.s. 
- Jer.50.38, 


Pla. 106, 36, 


i 
: 
x 
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mighty fear, which was its continual Exe- 
cutioner. © 2» » Ti7; 


Moreover, the Devil (no:doubt) loves to | 
bring men off from 'a noble and generous 


dz] 
ſo toget rid of that Oiz#ov Awponor, that 


temper :. Andas it is the deſign of Religi- | 


on to'caſt ont {laviſh fear, and to introduce a 
ſpirit of true freedom and confidence toward 


God; ſoit is the work of the Devil to call -* 
on 4 ſpirit of bondage and a perpetual fear, |} 
: thatſo hemay ſee inmen the more lively and \ 


expreſs images and portraitures of himſelf, 
who believes and trembles, He would have. 


his Rites of worſhip of old, perm wwwonea, Þ. 
_ and amazing myſteries : the" Idols | 
w 


ertin he was worſhip'd bear 1n their yery 
namesand titles a remembrance of that baſe- 
neſs and ſervility of ſpirit whichattended his 
Voraries in the ſervice of ſo abſolute a Ty- 
rant, being ſtiled ſometimes mxÞn2 horrors 
(as it is rendred in the margin, 2 Ne, 
I6,) ſometimes E2Y2zp and 232908, hg- 
nifying trouble and terror ; and the Devils 
are ſtiled gw, coming from a word 
which ſignifies horrere, becauſe uſually 
tendring themſelves to view in the moſt 
frightful forms, 

Now this ſuperſtitious Perſwaſion of Pro-- 


| digies doth hugely miniſter to this bondage 


of ſpirit, and tends to ſeal men with the 


| mark of Cazy (according to the Fews) a per- 
| 


petual 


. #/ 
= 


- ut toties in multts 


- |- (ubcil 


Þ 55; | 
. F petual trembling and aſtoniſhment, The 0b-+ 


Objeitions anſwered. 


{ervation of Prodigies proving ſo ſerviceable 


. to thedark Kingdom, if the experience of 
" former times feem at all to credit and re- 


commend it; I ſhould be ready. to aflert that 


jg. of them which $. Bernard doth of Dreams, 


' Exaſtu Diaboli aliquando vera pronunciants gern.68. De 
fallant ; Through the ſonnis. 


agency of the Devil, they appear to 


© declare truch ſomerimes,. that they may the 


. ,oftner abuſe men with vain: hopes or tears, 


" with the Jeſs ſuſpicion afterward, 


6, This common Perſwaſton in men, # 


* owing very much to the power and ev cy 


| authority of a traditional Superſtition, 
' down from the very firſt times of Gentile ig- 


anded 


norance, There may very eaſily be a Cabala 
Errorum, though hardly a Cabala Yerita- 
tum; Our Nature in this lapſed ſtate (as 
the gtound to weeds) being a Mother to Er- 
ror, but (as that to good corn) a Stepmother 
to Truth, How apt our Nature 1s to catch 
and propagate the infeftion of a ſuperſtiri- 
ous Tradition, may appear from that ancient 


- and modern uſage of ay for a Perſon 


won neeZing, the vulgar Preſages conſe 


£qQUERNE 
to the approach of any ſtrange fiſh to our 7 we - 
| the regarding of any caſual flops and breaches 


in any known Rivers ; any odd noiſes heard 
in the ſilences of the night, and Births ſeaÞd 
with the odd figures of an ungoverned imagi- 

| nation; 


' 


F 


EX> 


- Pirgil.Georg. 
Li. 


obje#immt anſwered. JEEP 
nation+ All which, -and many more ( too 
mouldy with age to ſer before the Reader) 
were received of old among the Heathens, 
and atthis day among roo many Chriſtians, 
as Divine Monitors, and as Natures ſtartin 
out of- its uſual” road, like the Aff in facted 
Writ, becauſe ſome deſtroying Angel ſtands 
juſt before it, _ 

We ſhall find ſeveral ſtrange alterations 
in Nature , conſequence to the barbarous 
mutder of Ceſar,:and precedent to the bat- 
tel at Philippi, recorded with the moſt ſy- 
lemi regards of -the Heathen Poet : 


Tempore quanguam itlo Tellus. quoque & &- 
 quora Pont, . Rs 
Obſcenique Canes, importuneque Volucyes 
Signa dabant ;, quotzes Cyclopum effervere in 
agros Woes | 
Vidimus undantem ruptis fornacibus eAtnams, 
Flammarumque zlobos, liquefatt aque volvere 
ſaxa ? # 
Armorum ſonitum toto Germania cal _ 
Andiit : wſolitis tremuerunt motibus Alpes, 
Vox quoque per lucos vulgo exaudita filentes _ 
Ingens : & ſimulachra modis pallentia miry 
Viſa ſub obſcurum nottts : pecudeſque locute, 
Infandum! ſiſtunt amnes terreque dehiſcunts 
Et me ſti illacrymat templis ebur,eraq, ſudat, 
Nec puteis manare cruor ceſſavit ,— — 


Upon which plain Song of the Poets, to 
{ſerve 


$:3« Objedtions anſwerde, 
ſerve the perſpicuity of this Paragraph, I 
thus deſcant : 


Natures diftorted face, while Czfar's ſlain, 
Seem'd but the index of ſome hidden pain, ' 
The _— Earth, lowd Seas, the Birds of 
Ntebt, 
And howling Dogs the ewilty World affright 
As tokens f 7 Si 5 x fatal rien ; 
Struck Nature to a feaver, all the ground 
The Cyclops held, was burnt by Sulphur 
thrown 
From A:tna, of all bounds impatient grows : 
m—_— globes of flame and heated ftones took 
irth, PIT ARTtY 
As if the Gods would thunder from the Earth, 
The horrid noiſe of arms in Heav'n(moſt us'd 
To ſofter _ ) Germany amuz'd. 
The Alps look d white,and trembled to appear 
But the Prophetick images of Fear, 
Each Grove,more Vocal then Dodona's,bears 
Not Whiſpers, but loud Voices, tothe Ears, 
The - hoſts, more pale then He, appear d in 
 bebt,. 

Wh the World mourn d #th' Sables of the 
pk hile Sorrow ſtruck Men dumb 
Beaſts [p ake, while Sorrow [iruck Men 3 

— 
The Rivers flood as much amaz'd as Men - 
The Earth appear'd to gaſp, it cleft ſo deep, 
And Marble Pillars, without figure, weep. 


6h oljeftions anſwered) $13) 
Hl abld ſweat om:the brazen Statues ſtood, 1») 
And Water bluſh'd it ſelf to blooukp+<5\ iid; 


And we ſhall obſerve theſe, rodigics, and 
others -whick.'the Poet» there-:enumierares; 
as much commanding; the ſerigus \fears att 
ſolemn obſervations. of, many Chriſtians ' 
new;.as of the: more benighted Heathehs 
heretofore, A.niatter whichithe great; power 
ang.authority"qf A .traditional+ Superltirion 
(to:which men. 'are. by |their--own'' guilt 
minds, and ignorance of the Nature of God 
ſo naturally inclined) gives us. the:moſt ealie |} | 
and natural account. of..' Thus: Gerſon, in || | 
quiring the reaſon of the yulgar obſervation |} | 
of. days and hours, theres ard of. Omens, the N| , 
ptetended Signsof:good. yer luck; .CGit: 
Foh. Gerſon. Cludes them-to grows vGentilinm & Pyge: || « 
Tr46. coll. m—aQru m8 & aliorum' infidelinms,' "derclifta;,"in | :; 
Fl « principio convelyies 07s " fideme'C oro eanenh t 
uperſtitione..* , © [ 
Byc.that which ht poſſiblymuch aſſiſt , 
this, Tradition;"was'the cab of: Rom ff { 
Chriſtian,as into the place,ſo into very. many || # 
of the Rites and: Uſages of \Rome-Pagan,(a | t 
might be eaſily made appear at large, were Þ| E 
f 
th 
fe 
H 


chat our buſineſs) and into-85.large a powe 

over the Faiths and Conſciences of Men, as || t/ 
Rome Pagan had:over their Boties.z, and\fo 
was enabled to mold them into.what Opini- 


ons and Practices they might 'beſt ſerve 
them- 
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themſelves upon, Sure I am, we find in the 
Romiſh Writers frequent mention 'of the 
ſweating and weeping, the fad and direful 
aſpedts of the Statues of their Saints (eſpe- +yiq,c,gur. 
cially * Franc, Xaverins) to ſuit fome more $thor. Phy- 
ſolema-and ſad Occaſions, pc. Curio. 

! ag (6, C4. 

7. The private Opinions of ſome contem- 

| plative Perſons, may (poſbibly) not a little 
| encourage and ftrengthen the Perſwaſion of 
Preſages by Prodigies. 
+ Thoſe which conceive the Angels, as a 
kind of Heavenly Intefiigencers always at 
hand to admoniſh and inform us, when 


| 
| 
* | (through the ſagacity of their Nature) they 


i 
: 


eſpy a cloud of vengeance (as yet but as big 

6.4 mans hand) ready to overſpread Hea- 
+ | ven, and to fall down upon men, may (with- 
* | out much forcing) perſwade themſelves thar 
| | all theſe unuſual occurrences are- owing to 
their courteous Agency, deſigning-by them 
to warn men to repentance: to fly from the. . 
wrath approaching. And accordingly T find p,,,,,,;. 1: 
ſeveral Writers, .Pomponatius, Machiavel,immort.anim. 
Kircher, Cornel, Gemma, (to derivea repu-'\,*:. 
tation upon the Opinion of - Preſages by aigu. |.:. 
Prodigies ) inticling ' the Angels to thoſe©:5% _ 
frange woices and ſtranger fights in the Air, OE = 
the voluntary tolling of Bells in fteeples, Corn.Gemms 


ſome rn f monſtrous Births , dreadful TN LE 


— 


Apparitions forerunning ſome great Morta- p.61. 
lities,, which ſtories are ab tin; de- 
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ſigning by theſe and the like- filent nods and 
becks to awaken the more heedful and ob- 
ſervant part of the World to aſenſe of the 
Divine. Providence; and to-provide againſt 
-2 ſhower-of vengeance ready to fall down 
upon a guilty people ;' They tell us; that the 

els limn forch,in as lively figures as they 
can, thoſe images and zdea's of :approachi 
judgments {in the things of Nature) which 
they have received from the Divine Mind, 
that ſo a timely Repentance may poſſibly 
ſcatter'the clouds, and renew their expiring 
leaſe of peace and tranquillity, 

Others again ſeem ro:me to apprehend the 
World, as a kind of Great Animal, inform- 
ed by a very {ubtil and apprebenfive Spit, 
which out. of an hidden and inexplicable 


fenſe of an impendent evil (as many crea 
tures have of an approaching ſtorm.) ſtarts 


as it were and fſhrinksin, and in its ſeveral 
parts ({uffers mighty emotions and diſturbans 
Ces, But this notion will perhaps look more 
temptingly, when preſented to us as the Pa- 
rents thereof are pleafedto dreſs it forth: 
There i (faith a late Writer) that ſympathy 
and fellow-feeling which God hath put in hi 
whole Creation, whereby eath part hath a cart 
of the whole , and according to its meaſurt 
aoth endeavor its preſervation, As in the bs-+ 
dy natural of man, upon the next and immt- 
| diate approach of death, ſome parts are put 


into 


0:3, | 
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into - ſudden tremblings and convulſions, | 
whereby they diſconer the —_— » and, as 
far as they can,labor to prevent the danger of 
that Enemy * So God hath ordered it in the 
| Great Boaly of the World, that | Earthquakes 
like convulfeons, Bclipſes like fallings of the 
(ax , and fuch other unnſugl Prodigies (which 
ave au analogy and refemblance. tothe acci- 
dexr of the bac of man) fhould commonly 
precede that ruine, wherein any one Stats or 
Nation u finally to be involved, As when ouy 
Savior died, the San was darkned,the Rocks 
were rent, the Earth. ſhook, by 4 kind of 
| natural ſympathy and compaſsionate horror, 
| at ſo dreadful and amazing 4 ſpectacle : $9 
when' Jeruſalem was to bt deſtroyed, our $S4- 
vior.himfelf foretels, that there ſhould be 
Earthquakes, and Famines, and Peſtilences, 
and fearful Sigbrs, and great Signs, & the 
Van-carriers and Out-guard to to that more 
terrible deſolation. which was to follow them, 
What the Apoſtle therefore ſays n__ Con- 
cerning future Glery, that the whole Crea- 
tion was made ſubject to yanity and miſery 
for mans fin, doth groan, aud, as it were, 
travail in paih, #»til it be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, and manuu-mitted or 
ſet free to partake of the glorious liberty of 
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- | the ſons of God , ſo, while it s inthe ſtate 
- : vanity, God hath put into it ſuch a-quick 
| ſenſe, that not-one part can grieve, but it will 
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after 4 ſort grieve together, and diſcover by 
its tremblings, ſhakings, Eclipſes, and extra- 


- ordinary changes , that there # ſome-great 
judgments a com: 


pe. IS 
The pretty: Allegories and Alluſtons: of 
which Diſcourſe (but the watering, of weak 
and'worthleſs tuft). might poſſibly ſhewnot 
unhandſomly in an Oration, but are. too airy 
and thin for a Sermon, as the thoney under 
the Law might be of uſe at. the Table, but 
was to0 frothy and-.luſcious; for: the 4ltar, 
As for that vanity now upon-the Creation, 
it. is ſoly paſſive therein, and+ſubject tot ; 
and as for that'vizard upon the face of Nas 
ture, thoſe direful and amazing alteratians in 
the whole: frame-of the World, which at- 
tended our Saviors Paſhon, and the fates.of 
Feru ſalems, they are inſtances concluded;mis 
raculous and extraordinary, (whoſe. return 
may:be expected. with their- occaſions)-and. 
ſoare ſo far, from coming; up. to, that: they, 
{carce look towards our preſent caſe,/as thall” 

appear more fully in due place. 
.- "As for the Opinion. 1t ſelf, though (at 
leaſt as ſome explain it) it hath appeared to 
the moſt roo fine and fubtil-to, bear the 
weight of any. ſuch ſerious Dactrines; as our: 
Adverſaries -hang upor, it; - yet. allow. it 
as much frngrk and aſſurance as ,Fancy. 
can. create it, it will appear too common. 
and unhallowed a Ground. to build. any, 
| WJ; 25k Sacred 


6.3. objettions anſwered, _ 
Sacred and' Religious Doctrine and PraQtice 
on; theancient Perfwaſions of -Preſages by 
the Exta, by Auguries , by Omens , by 
Dreams, proceeding upon the ſame hypothe- 
ſis, Thus we find the Patrons of ſuch kind 
of Divinations endeayornng to procure 3c wk 
tation to their Opinion, by alledging, that 
there was CognatioNature,Concentns & gvu- vid. Tyll. le 
mile rerum,a kind ot common ſenſe in Na- P:vir. |. 
ture, a ſecret conſent and ſympathy between. 
the parts of this Great Animal,the World , 
and that therefore nothing could happen in 
one part, without ſome touch and paſſion 
in another : And* Syzefius prefers Dreams 
and portentous Events to the regards of 
men, ws Toy taopÞuwy dgerhnana yeauugle, 
25 the evident letters and ſymbols of things 
to come, becaule there is (faith He) 7 
wepdy T2 00h ovlyivac , 4 great aftinity 
"| and common feeling between” the ſeveral 
* 8 parts of the World + and that in the World 
= Eaxxe amo OY aMs, £9v criyves TMmLPOYTD 
Tov TAG OV amwTOV, * Pwves * 0YxnuoATa, 
| &c, one thing draws and afſe&ts through 
\ | another,carrying the preſent pledges, voices, 
\ | figures and images of moſt diſtant objects, 
But this antick notion gives not onely ſenſe 
tothe World, but Prophecy, makes it but 
one great Oracle, a kind of State-Weather- 
» | glaſs, reporting in its own motions and yari- 
ations the approaching changes ig a Nation : 
F 3 a CON 
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objedtidns anſwered. $:3;. 
2 conceit which I ſhall. deliver''to thoſe 
which are better at believing then T am. 
8, It is the nature of the Soul tobe great- 
ly impreſsive'to a-Perſwafion of Parallels, E- 
qualities, Similitudes, in the' frame and Go- 
vernment of the World > and that (indeed) 
ſo far, as to make them (by the poeſte of 
Fancy ) where it cantiot> really diſcover 
them ; that ſo it may pleaſe and ſolace it 
ſelf 'in ſome ſuppoſed: lines and figures of 
its own uniform and harmonious nature por- 
tray'd upon the World; and it were eaſte 
to ſhew hw this temper hath betrayed 'ic 
to a great many pretty dreams, both in ſa- 
ence and common life : * To this am 
the reſt, that there is a very rigid and ſtrict 
and conformity between the Macro- 
colm 'and the Microcoſm, the World and 
Man, that he is a kind of Tere4a, containing 
lines, natures, conditions and neceffities cor- 
reſpondent to thoſe which diſplay them- 
ſelves in the World with greater pomp and 
obſervation, (a conceit as dear to fome An- 
clent and Modern Writers as their very 
eyes:) upon this afſarance, they pretcily 
tell us, that what Catarhs and Rheumsare 
in the leſſer World, that are immoderate 
Rains and Snows in the greater : that to'E-+ 
ilepſes Vertiga's, and Inflammarions in 
Mag, there an{wer ſome faintings of light 


in the Sun, Vhilwinds, and Yulcano's I 
- rye 


6.3.  Objeftions anſwered, 
the World , to Apoplexies, Drophtes, Le- 
thargies, there are Analogous Eclipſes, In- 
undations of Waters; that the Stone and 
the Gout in us are but the Antitypes of 
Monſtrous Births and Preternatural Gene- 
rations in the World: and (becauſe when 
Men have ſaid thus much, they may fay 
what they pleaſe) they add, Quemadmodun 
morbo' acuto laborantibus , certi ſunt indi- 
ces,&c, As to thoſe which labor of ſome 
acuce diſeaſe, there are certain ſigns appoint- 
ed by Nature to give'notice of an approach- 
ing death or recovery, (as there are alſo 
ſigns of the diſeaſe approaching ;) ſo God 
hath appointed all cumors and {wellings, all 
the labors of Nature, as a kind of Indices 
to this great Volume of the World, to de- 
clare what Deſolations and Plagues are to be 
expected therein, - 

This general temper of the Soul eaſily 
inclines it to believe great and mighty chan- 
ges in States, uſher'd with the ſolemnity of 
{ome mighty and analogous changes in Na- 
ture, and that all terrible evils are prefac'd 
or attended with ſome prodigious and ama- 
zing alterations in the Creation; that ſo the 


black and dreadful dreſs of the Stage may! 


be correſpondent to the Tragical part ſhort- 
ly to be ated thereupon, The mind readily 
p—_ it a great Decorum, to imagine 
the Children of the Creation trembling, 
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looking gaſtly; and running our of their/pla- 
— his Father: is. juſt a taking of the 
Rod of vengeance into? his hand, Hence 
perhaps-it is; that 'we .generally find great 
troubles and judgments'on Earth, deſcribed 


. eſpecially: by Perſons: Ecſtatical, Prophets 


and Poets (whoſe: ſpeeches uſually rather 
follow the eaſie ſenſe:of ' the Soul; then the 
rigid truth of things) by all the examples of 
horrgr and confufton inthe frame of the Cre- 


/ ation;: The Prophet; David deſcribes Gods 
Pſa.18.7. | 


going forth to judgment; thus, The Earth 


| ſhook and trembled.the foundations alſo of the 
' Hills moved and were fhaken, becauſe He ws 
; mwroth,ec, And the Apocryphal Prophet E/-: 
: arascharacters the horrors of an approaching | 
; judgment by Predictions of (the moſt proper 
; glaſſes to repreſent them) dreadtul Acci- 
dents in the World ; Blood ſhall drop out of 


the wood, and the ftone ſhall give hwswaice, 
the Sea of Sodom ſhall caſt ons fiſh, and make 
a noiſe in the night,&c, Sothe day of God's 
vengeance upon Fernſalem, and in that, as 
its type, upon the whole World, is deſcri- 


bed (as ſome think ) bur figuratively, in the! 


phraſe of t#rning the Sun into darkneſs, and 


the Moon into blood ; ſuch expreflions being \ 


correſpondent to the ſenſe of- the Soul, 
which conceives it moſt proper that there 
yo ng ſmiles in the face of Nature, but 
that ſhe come forth clothed with terror and 

FS amaze- 
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am4zement,;when ſome great vengeance and: 

deſtruction 1s prefenc orat hand, bs. 
. This difpofition of; che» Soul doth never 
more ſtroagly exert it-felf, then when che 
Prodigies (being no-unfirting emblems of the 
judgment) .do umpregnate imagination, and 
offer a mighty aſliftance thereunto : Thus, 
as it is called, the raining 'of blood (which is 
but water- tin&tured by the condition of the 
ſoil whence itariſerh,or rather where it falls) 
ſhall ſtrongly ollicite the-fear of ſome great 
effuſion of' blood in the State z, the appear- 
ance of : two Suns at once (which is but the 
figure and..glory of the Sun drawn by its 
own beams upon a diſpoſed cloud)ſhall great- 
ly encourage the Pancy of two Competi- 
tors for Royalty in a Nation ; ſome'great 
Eclipfe ſeems (to a ſoft imaginacion) hes 
the World with black againſt-the approach- 
ing- Funerals of ſome - great Perſon, the 
caſual parting of the River Osſe in Bedford- 
ſhire ſeemed (after the event) a Preſage of 
the ſucceeding diviſion between the Houſe 
of York and Lancaſter, Theſe, and many 
more, where they meet with an imagination 
ſtrong enough to ſupply. and relieve their 
weaknefs, ſhall prove an event beyond Geo- 
metry, and the Reaſons and experience of all 
men and times, 

9, Humane Nature's greatly propenſe to 


entertain things vehement and 4 
wit 


Plin. Nt., 
Hiſt.l.2.c.93. 


- ObjetHions anſwered. 
with an Opinion of a more then ordinary (a. 
ae &s, and tot ence of God per 
Pliny, upon themention of ſome Works in 
Nature of a very ſtrange and ſingular make 
and fignre, entred by him under the head of 
Miraculs terrarum, he adds, Suibus in re- 
bas, quid poſsit aliud cauſe efferre mortalinm 
quiſpram, quan: difſuſe per omne Nature ſub- 
inde aliter atq; aliter Numen erumpens ? and 
this becauſe it is ſo natural to man to receive 
ſuch inſtances with very great Opinions: 
for otherwiſe a due eſtimate of things would 
intitle'a Gnat or a Flea, though a leſs Being, 
a greater Miracle then «/£tn4 or a Firy Me- 
teor; In the Old Teſtament, things more 
vulgar and accommodate to an humane ſize 
and meaſure, have the name of Man called 


upon them : thus we read of the Rod of 4 


Man, 2 Sam, 7.14, the Cords of a Man, 


' Hoſ.11,4, the Pen of a Man, Tſai 8.1. that 


is, gentle and uſual: On the other ſide, 
things rare, and which hardly admit their 
pattern, are attributed unto God ; Horeb 


the Mount of God, Exod.z.1, the River of 


God, ns 5.9. the Trees of God, Pſa,104, 
I6. the Fire of God, Fob 1.6, that is, great 
and extraordinary, Now theancient Hebrews 
(to whoſe law of ſpeaking the Holy Ghoſt 
accommodates himſelf) in ther cuſtoms 
and language,ſeem to make the trueſt report 
of the cate ſentiments of ſimple Nature, 
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Accordingly, theſe ſtrange and prodigi- 


-ous Alterations in Nature appear to men 


(becauſe not of familiar occurrence) ſtamp'd 
with ſome characters and touches of Divi- 
nity z and fo, apt to raiſe a great Opinion 'of 
themſelves in men, as if ſent forth upon no 
leſs errand then to -call chem to an expe- 
Ration of ſome e work. from God. 
Theſe Reaſons offer ſome probable account 
of the enormous growth and ftrengrh of this 
Perſwaſton : to-all which might be added 
(as the reaſon of all the other) the preat 
power and vigor of an undiſciplin'd imagi- 


zation in moſt men : this makes them re-- 


ceive any ftrange' Occutrences with great 
Opinions, We thall accordingly obſerve's- 
meus, the falling of the Salt, a Dream of 4 
Funeral, an unlucky day or hour, the voice 
of the Screech-0mnt, odd neiſes inthe nizht, 
to. command the moſt ſolemn regards of 
Perſons whoſe Imagination is more baſie 
and active then their Reaſon, Heathens, Wo- 
men, young Perſons, Melancholicks, ſuperſti- 
tzous or infirm Perſons, the illiterate multi- 
tude, Toa ſoft and impreffive Fancy, Co- 
mets, ſtrange Sights in the Air, &c, 
Nomina ſunt ipſo pene tremenda = 
From what hath been hithertodiſcourſed, 
it is eaſe to infer the fallacy of that firſt Ar- 
gument againſt us, taken from the common 
Perſwaſions of men : For it is a Perſwaſton 
| yery 
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Peſſimum on- 
nium oft au- 


% 


_ .. prevalent the Perſwaſton be, the more dan- 
bus intelleFu- gerous, becaule it derives a great credit upon 


aibus8c. ni- Error, and gives it the color of an Oracle' 
bil enim mul- . 


ts plecer nip 10x popult iSafallacious Topickto conclude 


imaginatio- from, except. the Opinion generally main- 
nem ferist>u rained crols the: eaſe and intereſt of 'the 
valgerimm World, and nien, like Uriah, carty.che let- 
noztorum ters, the Principles, which judg and con- 
- - too v..demn themſelves, [a$ the common. Notions 
rul. Nov.Org. concerning Good and Evil, of the\Bxiftence 
Aph-77. of a Deity, a future Fudement, the Souls im- 
mortality, &c..do ; ] it is.in this caſe a ſign 
that the truth vis ſealed ao the Natures 
of men; and rather lays hold of them, then 
they of it. FDI 
And this in Anſwer to that firſt Obje- 

Rion, | 


0 
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_ 
verygeneral indeed, but growing not from 
natural, but caſual or abuſive Principles 
gurium quod and in {uch a caſe, the more common and 


d. 
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© SECT, IV. ; 
The objeftion grounded on Humane Auth- 
rity anſwered. 


The Teſtimonies of Heathens, Fathers, Modern Writers, al- 
.  ledged againſs the truth camended for, anſwered; firſt, 
more generdlly, ſom? account given why [o many learned 
men hue tfuen countenance to the contrary Perſwaſion.* 
4 particllay retutn to the teſhimony of Hetodows. / Hea- 
_* thens greatly ſond of this notion, $#4 why, The Fathers 
md great" Favorers of this Doftrine. The teſtimony of 
Tertullian anſerviceable to our Adverſaries. 8. Auſtin 
expreſs againſt them. The. teſtimony of Machiavel 4iſ- 
abled by a threefold confideration. Atheiſm and Super-. 
+ ftition mutually aſſiſtant to cach other.  Machiavel and 
Pomponatius'remarkable for Atheiſm, and their great re+ 
gard of. _rodoger in tbe-full latitude of them. Dr, Jack. 
on, whence (in probabiltty ) ſo F#ctinable to the regard 
-, of Prodigies : ſome probeble account of bis loft Book of 
Prodigies. The.#ll uſe the Heathens made of Prada. 
. Theo on of them unbecoming our Keligion, and 
4 diſhonor #0 God. 6 


\ Rguments from Humane Authority. . 
generally” ſhew better in .Rhetorick 
then Logzck, and preſs the mwodeF#res of men 
more than their judgements. . Yet, becauſe 
the moſt judg altogether by their Proxies, 
and are apt to ſuſpect fallacies in ſtrong Rea- 
ſons, bur none in great Names, I ſhall nexe 
make Anſwer to a ſecond Objection with 
which this Truth is aſſaulted , wiz, the 
Teſtimony of learned Writers [ Heathens, 
Fathers, Modern Authors] to the contrary : 
where two of cach kind it may ſuffice = 
taKe 


C. 27. 


acceſſum 


urgeret. 


| 3. C23. 


ſ olum ali ori . 
wverum etiam 


T8 


Herodot.1.6. 


+ 6 9%. 4 a2. "__ 


dita,07c. non 


verſebant 
, whn 
ne exixio aut 
periculo aus 


dents, fiqui 
de ona = 


Civir. Deiz 


reſt, 
Am 


gards due-to them, - 
Among 


OCCca 


their owners, 


which ſtrang 


| his ſenſe, 90d ſs hoc ſrgnum 


tum malum fuit, quantum ma 


take notice of as the repreſentatives of the 


$4 


Heathen Writers, Herodotus ſeems 
to our Adverfaries of eſpecial remark in this 
Argumenr, entring it as a tried cafe, Puptzes 
ingentes eventure ſunt calamitates vel- coui- 
tati, vel nations, folent fignis premunciari : 
And Yalerius Maximus ſeems to ſubſcribe 
the Opinion in that whole Chapter which 
he hath wricten De Prodigizs," and the Re- 


the Fathers, we find” Tertulhian 
telling the Heathens, deriding che Chriſtian 
Do&rine of -an' Everlaſting fire, of ſome 

rodigious Moungains always burning ; upon 
whereof. He adds, Hoc erit teftinso- 
 ninmignts eterni, hac exemplum jugis ſudi- 
cit; penam nutrientes Montes uruntur & 


Cunfs ani- Jy; a0; AndS. Auſt 


—_— zn having noted, that g 


- ni »fbus ſub. little before the Bellum Sociale inthe Rouan 
Empire, Dogs, 'Horſes, Oxen, Aſſes,” and 
fuch like creatures (uſually the moſt fubmiſ- 
Dominorum| five ſubjeds to their impoſed law of obedi- 
ence to Man) all on a fudden, pat off their 
gentle and tractable Natures, ran away from 
fierce and thurtful, and 
ach'd asnearto Lions and Wolves 45 | 
their thapes and figures would permit : of 

e occurrence He thus delivers 
uod tans 


- fo illad, 


CuJus 


2 _— T _ __ 


$.4. 5 4s 
Cujns hoc fignum fuit ! Amongit Medery 
' Writers , Machiavel - (a Perſon getierally 


objettions anſwered. 79 


thought a more faſt retainer to Atheifm then 
Superſtition) hath thus aberred the obſer- 

vation of Prodigies, Ut cauſam facile confi- Machiavel. 
tebor me ignorare, ita rem iÞ ſam cum ex anti- = —_ 
quis tum novis exemplis agnaſcere oportet & 

O_ omnes 4gnos motus quicunque aus 

wrbi aut regions evenerunt, vel 4 conjettori- 

bas, vel 4 revelatione aliqua, prodigits aut 

caleſtibus ſignts predics & prenunctari fo 

lexe : To whom may be added (to paſs:'by 

Luther, Melaniton, Camerarins and others) 

the Teſtimgny of the-reverend Dr, Fuck- 

ſon , The maner (faith He) of Gods \fore- Serm. on Luk 
warning is very-various:; ſometimes he faveq 30715 
Warns 1 Signs in the San and Moon, ſome» 

times by Apparitions in the Air, ſometimes 

by Monſtrous Births, ſometimes He makes the 

Murrain of Cattel, and Mortality of Beaſts of 

the field, or Birds of the air, fore-runners of 
Plagues\and Wars, &c, And io far received 

be chem, « @cs wprypgm (a5 Buſebins ['7: Prefs: 
ſtiles the Porrenta preceding the overthtow tr £15 , 
of Feruſalew) as God's viſible Sermons of my 
Repencance, that, as we are informed, -He x;;” —_ 


 wrotea juſt Treatiſe (loſt in his life-rime) 


concerning Prodzgies or Divine Forewarns- 
ings betokening Blood. 
To all which Teſtimonies my Anſwer 


ſhall be, firſt, more general, That ic 1s no 
wonder 


" "oe objettions anſwered. 6.43 


t Names, in regard 


ing (prompted- thereto by aſecrer: ſenſe of 
"their own inſufficiencies)” ina matter'more 
' abſtra@&and ſubtil,, more-apt to believe:then 


not ſeldom obſerved to follow the People z 
becauſe eafily ſurprized.into an Opinion that 
can efiter ſo valuable-a plea for it ſelf as com-. 
mon. conſent. "This Notion of-Prefages by. 
Prodigies being (0 yo_—_ and: cathokick, 
wiſe' men in: their- firſt and unww 


may. entertain concetts 'thereof/whicly 
mon. Nature in all heavy bodies, and-moves 


b the law of its own. private nactre, and"di- 
X tees itſelf tothe Loadſtone: (Thus Lear 


and: weight of Education, .and.a common 
prejudice ,' generally follow common - Na- 
'eute in men (which inclines to-imbrace Soci- 
ety) and therefore.move in judgment after 


of vulgar ken, and where they cannot- be 
tempted by a common Agreement , they 
move after the way. of counſel, and. Pong 
the 


. wohdet toſee this Opinioncredited by ſome” 
8 d, thar as in.Hereſie\ 
he People CIIEIE the Learned; be- 


Years 
(when they are the Diſciples of .the-People) 


eſcnbe che ſtrongeſt Reaſons to. 
5 Oofſeſ - 
more maſhe body, :follows:the law of com- } 


to the Earth; butinſmallerpieces it ſerves. 


ed men; where:they are- preft by the force. 


the'way of the Earth ; but in matters out 


\ to judg:: ſoin Superſtition; theLeamned are. | 


| $4; 


0bjetians anſwered; 
the ditates of their own private light-and-: 
ufiderſtanding, Eveniwiſe men, in many in». 
ſtances, hold Aras &* focos, their Faith and- 
their Eſtates,:'by the ſame. Tenure, Traditi-" 
on from Anceſtors 5 and therefore we niay; 
receive their judgments (:avquam ex Cathe-. 
dra) as engagements to conſider, nor al- 
ways. (fanquam ex Tripode ) as qbligations 
to believe, _ ey; gd ths 6! 
_ T praceed next to a motediſtin& and par-. 
ticular Anſwer to the ſeveral Authorities als. 
ledged-:; And firſt, to. the Teſtygnony . of 


. Heathens, The many-places of Scripture, 


wherein God hath threatned to iſſue -out-2 
ſpeedy Arreſt upon Perſons deeply indebt-. 
ed to his: Juſtice, without ſo much as warn+ 
ng ther by any leſſer agnonas and ſigns: 
of Vengeance to agree with him white in4he: 


way, do ſufficiently reſolve me of the yani+ 


ty of that forementioned Afertion of He- 
rodotus : Yet, becauſe it is delivered upon 
the ſeeming faith of a. great Experience, and 


. | our Adverſaries build ſq much upon it, I. 


return to It, ORD , 
I. It. a concluſpon which proceeds upon. 


the credit of a ſingle inſtance z,, that, of. the 


People of Chios there mentioned, whoſe f1- 
nal deſolation was uſher*d by two yery afs 
fecting Examples ; One, That of an hyn- 
dred' Young-men whom they iſent ta Del- | 
phos, two onely returned, che reſt being con». | 
Ugat30 G umed | 


| objettions anſwered. 

ſumed by Peſtilence: the other, That the 
roof. of the publick. School-houſe: fell fo 
ſuddenly, that of an hundred and twenty 
Children bur one- eſcaped with life: Of 
which he ith, Tevmw ps opt onpic. 6 Frde 
egndate* theſe Signs God' fore-ſhewed 
their approaching fate and deſojation withal, 
Now, with this ſo ſhallow and contracted a 
foundation, he ventures the building of this 
catholick Afﬀertion, 2votits ingentes, &c. 
A thing not much to be wondred at,becauſe 
where m@1 are very fand of ah affumed Prin: 


. 4 &$> «4 


| 
Ns 


1, That they looked wpon their Gods 6 7 
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$14. 0bjetTions anſwered, | 

frequetit_intiinatiotts. of theſe imporencies 
| and diftafts, They thought they were loft 
| with a crifle, and won again to a good Opi- 
\ | nionof them by paying them ſome <x.ougre: 
megnuwmnmoe:, Mneouth adorations (as, Plu- 
!arch lites them )* the homage of a lirtle 
crouching and circumſtiftiat*Deyorion, 

2, The-hopes and fortunes of the Hea- 
| rthens were laid up generally in this World, 


and therefore their feats in reference to it 


F 


truly ac 


, 


p; 


were FORO ati. "Fhe Heathen Ceiling Mujores ne- 
cknowledged, That all rhe Religious {7 4re- 
" | Riteinfifruced Þy theit Anceſtors were le- ft rirus om- 
| | velted to no higher an end then the good of 1:un religte- 


* | this.” lower. fife ; - beth either intended as Tm 26 27 


D 


4 


—— 
- 


, Gplnke of the Deity : And therefore no 191 irs, aur 
7 | wonder they were foon awakened into 2g [wims 
2 | great fear when any ſtrange occurrence, of placarerur. 

: | whoſe end and hut 7 were unreſolved, Minu. Fel 

| fl befofe their notice, left it ſhould abode | 

» | the runnins of that Veſlel npon rocks, 

1 | wherein their hopeS and happinets were" im- 

d | barked, Men are apt to entertain great fears 

F: | inreference to that wherein they apprehend 

7: | themſelves greatly concerned, Belides, the 

| whole Echnick Religion was nothing bur a 

perpetual baniſhment of all truegeneron(- 

4 neſs and freedom of mind ; their-peace fled 

4 G 2 befors 


4 V1 02-9) SSR. YCMUNCrare- 
pearl returns to the Divine Bounty for rwr Drvins 
ne" tempotal favors received, 'or devour '"4*igentia, 


; © VEL ut averte- 


addrefſes to divert 1 feared, or appeaſe a felt rerur immi- 


+ %4 ” PY : 
1 3 1 ; 


*4 WV ad 
RF, 


Fid. Kir- 


P-318, 


| 


objettion: fond 0:4} Y | 


| before the chirping of. a Bird, and they were 


more ſighted then the Hare which ſome- 
times croſt their way'z\afly rhing was an 0- 


' men with them , © 71196 
' Angimur, {i fernutaverit, F male loquatur, 


cher, Obeliſc. 
 » Pamph. 1.4. 


Trafcimur > ſi quisviderit inſomnium-valde 
Metuimnus, þ not uac' ANLIES x as 
REO ER DS, YAONNNST,. 6 wv 
As Meander expreſſeth himſelf | in the Per- 
ſon of the Heathens;: 5-1. 
To the Teſtimony of the Fathtrs I an- 
ſwer in general,, That ir'were no wonder to 
find themy (living:ſo-near the times of Gen- 
tiliſm) ſpeaking infavor ſometimes forſome 
of the Do&trines thereof ;- the main/{trunk 
and body of the Gentile ſuperſtition was 1n- 


deed: hewn down in theit: minds/-but- Mill 


there was ſome ſmall :roots and; fibres Te- 

maining, which are obferved' to ſpring up 

ever and anon, and trouble their Writ: 

wt hovers, = ſhall (I beheve): ſeldom 
nd them expreſſing--any- greatregardto 

> grand Dedtine # the Gentile T heo- 
08). 

* for 7 ertullian ,  howſoever he. may 
ſeem, like ſome carved images about houſes, 
to. ſupport and grace our Adverfaries build- 
ing, yet he will prove in truth to be, like 
them, dy forc'd and faſtned on, and ro 
lend no rag at all thereunto : For, 
I, The Father writing to the Fil 
: there 


| $4. objeitions anſwered, | 
there, might lawfully diſcourſe with them 
upon the common hypotheſes of the Erthnick 
'T heology; | for they regarded thoſe mighty 
. Pulcano's as the Courts of Pluto, and a kind 
of teſtimony or fit emblem of the fires and 
vengeance 1n another ſtate, 2, He ſtiles 
theſe firy eruptions but*teftimoninm & ex- 
emplum, a teſtimony and example of the 
Divine judgment, which'.in a lax ſenſe he 
might well do, theſe ſeeming to be ſer forth 
by the-Divine Wiſdom, as Glafles and Pi- 
&ures to convey to the duller World ſome 
weak' images of the hotrorsof thoſe ever- 
laſting barnings in another World, 3.Theſe © ua in- 
: | durable firesare alledged nor as any ſigns of 7" fan» 


y—_— 


OI — 


; " ©. marum globis © 
an everlaſting burnihg, bur as the beſt argu- Xn: & Li- 
ment:Nature afforded to/prove the poſhbi- finiculus 
lity-of 'ſuch- a: burnihg againſt 'the Sons of C,mpans: 
| Nature, wlio'thought a fire which neither & quo nobis 
conſumes'nor expires to'be a great contra- /*4«i perpe- 
452" AY prey! . Fuitatem pro- 
diction,» And to a like purpoſe we find the bent, diſui- 
"very :fame--inſtances alledged againſt chem #1*, devoran- 


_— 2 " 


" Fur, nec ullis, 


by another of the Ancients :  Sicut 3g7es ;,nen ſecclis 
fulminum corporatangunt nec — finiuntur. 
\tenes\'eAtne'& Veſuvii & ardentium ubique Facienns &. &s 

gnes | 36s penis. & con 
terratum flagrant nec eroganinr ;, ita penale fe 

illud txcendium von:damny ardentium paſci- 
"tur, ſtd inexefa:; corporum!' laceratione nutri- 
-turj:ManutyFel, \: | 

To>the- Teſtimony of S. Auſtin, I an- 

ſwer, 1, That ftrange occurrence by him 


G 3 ment1- 


®* _ 
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"Olfections anſwered. $4, 
mentioned might poſhbly appear to-him 
clothed in more fignificant circumſtances 
then tous it doth ; who catnot but look at« 
the ſudden Maria of ſo many Creatures bur 
as the natural, though more-unuſual effect, 
which in thoſe hotterClimates the unfitting 
ſeaſon of the year might, poMibly haye upon 
them, 2, He ſpeaks but donbrfylly there- 
of, Hoe ſi ſgnum fait... 3, Butt our;Ad- 
verſaties appeal to S,-Ani#n, to $,.Auiiin 
ſhall they go : who (in his more awakened 
thoughts) thus delivereth himſelf jn-defi- 
ance of all ſuch Omigous Obſervations: 

Monſtra did#g ſunt 4 Monfrande, quod,id- 


$- Auguſt. De Liquid ſignificando demonſtrent, & Oftenta 
. Civit. Det, / 


ab. Oftendendo, Portenta. a Portenaendo,, id 
eft., preoſtendendo; & Prodigia, quod. $0rro 
ajcant, id eft, futura predicaut.. Sed; vide- 
rint eorum canjettores quomods' ex 16- fue 
fallantar, ſive inſtinitu Spirituum {quibus 
eure eft, tali pana dignos animos homipum 
noxie curioſutatis retibus implicare} vera 
predicant, ſive multa dicendo aliquango in 
aliquid veritatis incurrant, + | 

As for the Teſtimony of. Machiavel al- 
legged by Dr, Fack/on, our Adverſaties, 
and other Patrons of the Opinion.I contend 
againſt, ſo little is his credit and reputa- 
tion with many men, in matters eſpecially of 
a religious concern, that perhaps it might 
\uſfice to return the Fewiſh Proverb upon 
our 


87 


6:4. Objettions anſwered. 
onr Adyerſary, Fidejufſor twws Fidtjuſſore 
eger, It will (I req ines to the or 
of no great value mn. this Argument, if it be 
confidered-z'- i 7 7 
, - I. Thoſe Signs; whith. be hath noted in 
the ſame Ghapter as the Pracurſors of ſome 
great Evils, are vain, beyond the wiſions of a 
Feaver,' and the whiſpers of the wind : for 
he there tells us, That thedeath of Lorenzo 
de Medices, the Founder of the Dukedom 
of Twfeaily in his Family, was pottended by 
the defacing of rheir great Temple in Fla- | 
rence by' fire from Heaven z and the Raniſh- | 
ment" df -Petras Soderinns, one of the Pil- / 
. lars df State, by: the burning of the Senate- | 
houſe'by Lightning: | Zepterden Steeple and | 
Goodwin Sands !] We may conclude by 
theſe wither'd-and thin ears, that the whole 
haryeſt* of his "other . Obſervations, he 
orounded* his fore-mentioned ſpeech upon, 
wasieele beffdes chaff and husk. 
2; The ſuſdition of Atheiſm renders him 
elja'not& titHe to the* ſuſpicion of Super ſtiti- 
on, The Heathens'of eld; ſtiled ( Aura os 
199%) *Atheifts/in'the World, were the P77: 
moſt ſuperſtitious Obſervers of Preſages and 
Omeus--T hey which live moſt in negle& of 
God.;tihunk' they ſee tokens of a divine. Ne- 
meſis in every{trange accident-they behold, 
Superſtition and ' Atheiſm: (like Water: and 
Ice) produce. one another: flaviſh and ſu- 
G 4 perſtitious 
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Levit.26, 16. 
Tul. de Nat. 


Deor. |. 3. 
C86. 


perRicibus fears-of God leading to Atheiſm 
as their cure, and'Atheiſm leading to greater 
fears of him as irs deſerved pu ent, Of 
Epicurns, allwhoſe Dodtrines were level'd 
to the beating down of all fears: of God 
or Dearh'; T#lly hath left this upon re- 
cord, Nec Juenguan vidi, qui mags eaque 


rimenda off £ ſſe negaret, timeret, Mortem dico & 


Deos. It 1s —= juſtice.'that that wicked- 
neſs ſhould uniſhed with falſe fears, 
which hath diſcarded the true, They which 
will not fear :God, and Hell,jand En. ſhall 
fear a Prodigy z "being: therein like the 
horſe (to which they ſtand compared, -Fer, 
$8.6.) which-will ſtart at'its own ſhadow, 
and yet ruſh Ay and without fear inta 


the battel; 
3. Man t bornto trouble as the ſparks fly 


upward. The wheel of Providence+'is con- 
tinually going over Kingdoms and Perſons, 
The World, like- Mount Calvary, preſents 
us with nothing almoſt but Crofles; Deaths, 
and. Spectacles. of Miſery. ;  Heayen onely 


#5 4 Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken: no:'won- 


der then: if any unuſual Accidents*'be:foon 
{econded by ſome Tragedy or other; though 
never .intended- irs. Prologue and precedent 
Monitors, As the Philoſopher therefore ſaid 
Upon another- occaſion,” Ov He. faite 

IGPaMEY ama owtCy Tem" It lightned, not 
becauſe 1 walked, but-it ſo hapned: fo we 
may 


objettions anſwered. 6:4. 
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$14; ObjetHions anſwered. 


may in'the preſent. caſe, Not becauſe furk 
a Comet appeared, ſuch a Steeple was burnt: 
with Lightning; ſuch a ftrange Sight in the 
Air, or!monſtrous:Birth was ſeen, therefore 
ſuch a Princes death;War or Hereſie enſued 
(as'the Anticype thereof';) bur that ſuch a 
contexture and{uccefhon of Events was ca- 
ſual-and-withour deſign, Upon occaſion of 
this Objection, I cannot but further add, 
Thar it-ſeems not muctyto raiſe the repura- 
tion of the vulgar Do@rine of Prodigies, 
thatitis ſo muchabetted by Machiavel and 
Pomponatins,. commonly look'd at as two 
Atheiſts higher by.the head and ſhoulders 
then the reft » How far Mashiavel was ad- 
dicted to the regard of them, even in the 
Ethaick latitude, will appear from a peruſal | 
of the. fore-cited Chapter of - his: And 

what Pomponatins (who intituled the Hea- 
vens tothe: Miracles and Religion of the 
Meſfiah). thought of them, ler himſelf de- 


clare: Difeurrenti per omnes hiſtorias & an- De Tncantae. 
tiquas Of recemes, apparebit quantum corpora ©:** 


celeſtia ſollicita ſint de Regibus,regnts, wrbi- 
bus,& univerſaliter de magnis mutationibus- 
de quibus non ſolum quando fiunt & proxima 
ſunt, dant ipſa- corpora celeſtia in calo, in 
quatuor elementis, in beſtits,@& in hominibas, 
diverſa prodigia & ſigna, verum & per mul- 
ta ante tempora,@c. 
The Error (as I doubt not to ſtile it) of 
cne 


. 
—— 
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the reverend Dr. - dt this w 
may be eaſily par to his ing _ 
ty and: x the light wy luſtre of 


which;like- char of —_ may eafil) _ 
any « of his ſpots and blemiſhes trom't 
verereyes and notices of the World, Gree 
Minds, like the heavenly;Bodies, -t 

they are moved, for hd win with *he foros 
of the Primum. Mobile, the weight and evi- 
dence":of Truth ; i; yet they appear ſome- 
times to*have rheib declinationes proprias; 
ſome' private ' motions ahd declinations of 
their own; to. which their peculiar -Geniws, 


| impreſſions fromthe*Age, or their: Educa- | 
tion, may: veryefatally becriy them, 'This 


Opinion of Prodigies,and ſigns of : Events 
future (which rr Jr frain of his Wris 
tings ſpeaks his mind hugely- pofſeſt angd' 
dy*dwithal) I am ready to reckon _— 
thoſe 1dela fpecus, falſe notions, which 
black -and melancholy Manſion,: his exels/ 
tent Soul appears to have dwelt-in,did: abuſe? 
his mind-withal, Any Events exrraordi 


in the World, ſeem all along to have had- "_ 


great impreſſion upon his Soul, and-\ſeen' 
expounded: ſometimes with a: hecle'-nigrs' 
ſolemnicythen their juſt yalue and moments 
will wetl warrant and allow, Melancholy+is. 
of a very impreſſive remper, and Poetick 
nature, and is apt (like a dark room) to re- 
ceive in the images of objects without, un 

very 
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$.4- objections anſwered. _ 


ks!) monſtrous and aatick figures and re- 
pre entations : The? Greek Þ yſician hath nm te die. 
noted of Perſons acted :by ic, that & ior lanc. 


Sym ovicy mesmovlaus they are eafily turned to 
Superſtition, uo H 

As tor his Book of Prodigies mentioned, ], 
profeſs my ſelf not greatly tempted to fol+ by rogpet 
low its caſual loſs with any deep. lighs $1 an |.:. per tor. 


' that not. onely becauſe mens. underſtands Fob. Polycar 


| af. 
s$ have been too much undervalued by Tragic 
b Books of that nature, already extant to.a Camera. dc 


number ſufficient to -a.-cuxe. of the moſt 27. his 


 troubleſom curioſity jn-ſych inquiries'z- but, Teraroſcop. 


1, Becauſe the few Prodigies-and Signs of 771m. 009m 
Times commended, with 4 great ſeriouſneſs toni Chareft. 


our notices,. in his Sermons on Luke (taken <5: 
' for the- moſt part. out. of Herodotus, Livy, 13:5 & 


Co21.25, 


Valer. Max. and Machiavel) will appear to 
any man,. that doth got uſe to. ſtart at ſha- 
dows,tg9 thin and-weak to bear up any ſuch 
weighty, & ſerious Concluſions, as he teach- 
eth., his. Reader to build upon them, (the 


} knowledg whereof I had-rather ſhould be 


owing.to the Readers curiofity, then tomy 
rehearſal,): Now-I think we may make ſome 
judgment . of the- value of; the whole,piece, 
by the coarſneſs of a remaant thereof. 

2, Beaauſe it defugned an: Errorum Aps- 
theoſis,:4 kind of - comſecration of-the great- 
eſt part -of .the- Errors ;and- Follies: of --the 
Gentile ſuperſtition ; as appears in- an high 
degree 


$.4! 
degree” of obability from thoſe words 

whith' fall Ne him _in the fore-cited Pa- 

pers; where (ſpeaking of ſuch kind 'of Por- 

tenta "and Signs of Heaven, at which the 

Heathetr uſed robe difma' yed) he thus deli- 

vers himſelf: 7 houzh to "believe 4s muth 

Pag.16, Concerning the Signs of the Times as the 
Heathens aid, though'to make 'as good or bet- 

ter wſe' of thets then'they did, be wy 1-4 

ext 10 acquit 'ns from ruine und deſtruition 
fore-fignified; yet ,"nat ro'believe as much 'as 


they Br EE got oe 4s they aid, 
affe 


 Objefidis anſwered. 


not ret 0 much 4 as je were, "is 
enowe th ol more then exon ngh to condemn us, 
ay th to* bring" "that ruine anil Calan 
which they erIEſs of fore-ſignifie, rncondh 
and in full meaſure” upon us, 
ſpeech ! What 1s this at beſt he th to'-fet |} 
Chriſtians aurum colligere ex ſtercore(aS Vir- 
gil ſaid he did, when"reading of'Enymvs) to 
gather the old of devout ears,” and Chit- 
ſtian fore-{tghts, fromthe dun&4#nd*drofs | ; 
of all the Echnick Oſtenta, atid' an{picious 
 Obſeryarions, where-ever 'occurring For 
my own part, wete'F”ander the Religion'ef 
any fuch Perſwaſion,” That af Pratige *Hie- 
dents are the Warnings of Heaven; Fihould 
Fid.Onuphri-COnclude it a great! ſervice tro Gdd"and rhe 
um Panuin. degood of men, 0 Exhort, as opporttihity in- 
ctv. Rom. 1t- iced, the Chiriſtian Maviſttate: 0" inſtitute 
Colievium ſome ſuch Colledges as the Romans had (who 
received 
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$.4; Objeftions an(wered. 
received them all as the Signs .of Heaven) 
which ſhould profeſs themſelves Prodigio- . 
rum Interpretes, and ſhould be ready to of- 
fer to the, World the moſt truſty Rules and 
Principles I-were Maſter of,, to manage their 
Iacerpretations ©, that, we might. with ſome 
aſſurance. conclude:the.intent and meani 

of God .inthem,. As for that good uſe the 
Heathens made of. theſe things ( wherein 
they are. recommended to our, imitatian ) 
what was it « Did they. not receive any 
ſtrange Accidents as the Indications: whence 
to proceed to a Crifis.of, Tunes, and to pur 
a difference. between lucky or inauſpicious 
hours aqd.days 2 (as it any. Times were de-, 
livered gut. of the, thoughts.and regards of 
Heaven) Did they, not uſe, upon any pro- 
digiqus.Eyent, to conſult thoſe -Aoyie Ld- 
$ss,the Devils Oracles (a matter pardonable 


70. their, hypotheſis ) ro underſtand the, intent 


and meaning of the Gods in them 2 Did they 


not approach the Altars of their angry Dei- 


ties in ;@ nicer Obſervation of all the Criti- 
ciſms of Superſtition, and the Arbitrary In- 
jundtions;of their Religion 2 Did they nor 
ſometimes hold up ſome other devoted Per- 
ſon-'tq bear off that unlucky blow, which 
the Omes. told them, was level'd at.their 
own heads, by their touchy Deities ? _ For 
{o Suetonins tells us, That Nero, 'to ſecure 
himſelf from: the enyious Aſpect of a Co- 

| mer 


4 , 
g _ 
* 


| Exod.32.16. 


Cueton.invit. men <1 s I” : 
Ner. Caf. tere Reps talia Oftenta cafle aliqua illuftr; 


Objettions anſwered. 
ſome of his Nobles, as having learn'd $9- 
expiare;'& 7 ſemet in capita procerinm depel- 


lere; "Did they not increaſe to ſach x body 
.and balk at aff, as to diſturb the Peace of 


comm6n life.» where obſerved and retained, 


and towork-ſome men to a diſcarding of. 
thoughts'of Religion and a Deirf, 4 kind 
of Furies perpetnally hannting their inward 
houſe;'and bereaving them of all true gene- 
rouſheſs, peace and freedom of ſpirit © But 
where'do'we ever find that thefe pretended 
Alarms from Heaven did awaken men our 
of that profound {leep, which in the darker 
times of Gentilifm' they were faln into; and 
perſwade them, or any others, into a cor- 
redtion of their lives and maners? "To re- 
turn : ” pos 0 


ed to be;appear greatly unworthy the Majeſty, 
nh Ar th bilieelf of God. inn th 
might appear to be E718 2720 (in the 
language of Moſes) the Writing of God, he 
hath been pleaſed to imprint ſuch charafters 
of Divinity both upon the matter and file 
thereof, that thoſe weak prenotions we have 
of infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Majeſty, do 
atteſt and bear witneſs to it, as worthy and 
befitting God, And ſurely, were theſe Pro- 
digtes intended Atos Knpvyes, the Heralds of 
| Heaven, 


6.4! 
met then appearing, attempted the death of 


LPT IO Io Iu any rum www” p =. 


3. Becauſe fach Signs as theſe are fuppo- 


w_ Vc #o 2» @Ckh oa 


6.4. 4. 0bjettions anſwered. 


Heaven, there would appeat in-themy to ſe- 
yere and knowing Perſons, ſomewhar able 
to fill out their name and title, fomiewhar 
correſpondent to thoſe anrciparions which 
che Soul of Man hath of whart is 

che Wiſdom, Majeſty,and Holineſs Ge 
For as God cannot be loved but by appear- 
ing before the Soul big with or he 
hath framed it- to imbrace, and open ir ſelf 
unto ; ſo neither can he be reverenced and 
obſerved, but in ſuch diſplays of himfelf, 
which he knows the. Soul apt to receive 
with the moſt awful expreſſions of- obſer- 
vance and regard, 

Now then , what man, that hath any 
oreat choughts of the Majeſty, Wifdom, 
ind Goodneſs of God, can otice imagine he 
ever intended any baſe and defornied Mon- 
ters the Interpreters of any of his grear 
Ones and Purpoſes? Did God general- 

y, under the weak and worldly ſtate of the 
Fm v4 Church, ſend forth thoſe Prophets, 
e learning, education, holy lives, Freat 
ſing , admirable gifts , commanded even 
profane men to a reyetence of their Perſons 
My Meſſage z and doth he now make uſe 
of Monſters, Comets, Meteors, ot the Appa- 
ritions of un ean ſpirits, as his Pracones pub- 
lici ? "Can we ever think that the wiſe God 
would haye men to underſtand his nk 
when ſpeaking to them by Signs, w 


_ : 296 : , Objefions anſwered, 


Mei eausa neany ſenſe and purpoſe, the d 


ded ering fancies 


nox intelliga? of men pleaſe ? or that he ſpeaks co men, F 
quid me izi- like the old Ethnick Idols, by myſtical nods, 


rac and;becks? All the Signs God ever ſpake 


© 


Djvin. tq men by, gayeforth (either by their. own 


ature, or his own expoſition) Aoyor dbay- 
ov, 2 ſignificant ſpeech : the Wonders in 
Egypt, the Rites of the Paſſover, the Ele- 
ments.in the Sacrament, are all Sizna vocas 
l;a;.and the Signs and Wonders, which, as 
commonly thought, were Gods Trumpets, 
before he fell-ypon Fernſalem, were a | (to 


Fedeſ. Hiſt, ſpeak with Enſebins) cvrepyn x oegonpars | 


L, 3. C11, 109TH MEANETaY £pn patcey Tex, Wonders big 
with enenzy, and clearly <3 aq of t 
e . . . 
approaching Deſolation, Beſides, can it be 


unagined that'infinite Goodneſs, having ap». 


pointed -us 2 Religion, Pregnant with Con- 
templations fit to'entertain an Angel, level- 
of led-to the lifting up of the ſpirits of men to 

x Joh.3.21. that way of life which i above, that comes 


forth to give us meppnomey megs ©e07, free-. 


dom of {ſpeech and approach unto God, and 


to chaſe before it all thoſe pale fears and jeas. 


louſies of himſelf (the dreadful Apparitions 
Which aſtoniſh'd men heretofore while fit- 


ing in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death). | 


ſhould now task us to a:devout Obſervation 
of the familiar miſcarriages of Nature in one 
kind or other, and tg debaſe qur ſelves a 
2:5 hath the 


6.4) 
like Pictures, -look to any my. ſpeak toi |. 
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6.4: - objections anſwered, wh © 
thebondage of ſome blind and confuſed fears . 5 
'of his vengeance, upon the news of a Mon- 
'Y ter, ſome ludicrous pranks of vile 'Sprrits, 
| ora fiery Exhalation? - * 
'| Upon an account of the Premiſes; were 
| | T inclined co. an Obſervation of Omexs and 
' | Prodigies, I ſhould(as Prodigles uſe to bedif- 
| |  ferenely incerpreted) makean inyerted uſe of 
' Þ the words of the Reverend Publiſher of this 
' | Great Authors works; [ Reader, write this Ns 
"| # Prodrgy, That this Treatiſe alone contern- (,,, ye oo 
| ng Pro: gies ſhould be _ and that inthe 
| Authors life-time,] and conclude, Thar 
"x God, infavor to the underſtandings of men, - 
" | provided; thar, like the dead body of Ato- 
* | ſes,it ſhonld lie buried;none knowing where, : 
» | that ſoit might not. be tmade an 70! of, 

which perhaps the Reverence 'of ſo great a 

Name might have inclined fomie utito; 
/ T ſhould not have ſpoken ſo much, nor to . 
| $ his, but my own prejudice, of fo Axvergnd au 
» | a Perſon, but that Iam defirous to cut off all = 
" } the locks, wherein I can but conceive the 
| | ſtrength of this ſaperſticious Perſwaſion ma 
i-4 lie, which (as weeds do by. good ground) 
| | tends bur to ear out the heart and ſtrength 
of that devour fear, from which it ſeems ro 
{pning. 
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SECT, 


objetfions anfwered. $15 


SECT, YV. 


An Anſwer to the objettion fetch'd from 
Experience, | 


The ObjeAion proceeding upon the credit of Experience 
Fropeſed : further confirmed from Lucan, Plinyzthe French 
Hiſtory, Others. The Pheaevinc'd ; '1. Unſafe : opening 

» $207 'f: or. all the anciens Ethnickh ways of Divination, 
'effecially by Dreams. Artemnidorus. The Contenders for 
Prodigtes commonly reatous for all forts and kinds ef 
them. Pomponatius and Nehuſws noted 10 this purpoſe,, 
2. Falſe : by Experience af; emer Times and our own, 
Men prone to'conclude eatholickh Maxims from a fow Ew. 
(ples, with the reaſon thereof. 3. Fallacious, upon me 
ny accounts. Some-Prodigies mentioned in Hiſtory ort- 

inatly Apolognes. TheProdigies related by Lucan © 

Vicgil,of whit moment : thepower of a'ferverſe Faith ty 
bring an. evil, noted from Gerſoh, A nudgment upon Ve- 
ſpaſian bis ſighting a Comet, whith ſhone in bis time, 
T he 4rgiement fromExperiencc of no forcczthough grant» 
ed true, and why. The danger of being led by Experieus I 
without Rule, ſkewn ffom Maimenides and Reaſon. 


T  Hirdly, Ic is further oppoſed, Thar: 

= common Experience (the ſureſt'Cors 

rector of all Tdol Notions 'and haſty Rez 

ſonings) ſeems to ſupport this Perfwaftoh 
#:ut ſeres b4- concerning Prodfgies, They have always 
__——_ been known ſucceeded by great evils, and 
comperrnm thofe generally ſuch as they ſeemed the 
babemus,talia ragft natural 'Symbols and teprefentations of, 
Fene _ Lucan, ſpeaking of the Tragedies of Pojy-" 
aliquos morus. pey's fall , and the changes conſequent 
Dit 1, Thereunto, deſcribes them uſhered by the 
56, Cireful Prologues of many prodigious al-. 
<3 th terations F » 
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$5.” Objedtions anfwertd. | 


Þ rerations in the face of the Creation: 


——44Adita fati 
 Pejorts, manifeſta fides,Superique minaces 
Prodigits terras amplerunt, athera, pontum, 
" Jgnota obſcure viderunt ſydera nottes, 
' Ardentemq; polum flammis,celoq,; volantes 
obliquzs per inane faces crinemq; tremends 
$1derss, & terris mutantem regna Cometen, 


4p)" 
Which words, becauſe 'the ObjeQtion is a 


little concerned 4n-chem, I ſhall crave leave 


'of the more ſerious Reader thus' to .parg- 


phraſe upon them : 


Nature miſcarries with a fright, and ſtarts 
Quite out of order, in her ſeveral parts 


At fates foreſeen:-new Stars ſhone inthe shies, 
(The Torches to attend his 0bſequies) 


Nature was backward rung whilft heav'nly ire 
Had ſet the very Firmament on fire. 

A curled Star appear d, and Mortals quake, 
Whoſe fear had turn'd each hair into a Snake, 
A burning Comet did ſad fates portend, 
Heaven Kingdoms ſells 'by ſuch a candles end. 


And the Poer.goes on there to give in ſuch 
a:catalogue of amazing Accidents, which 1 


{think will hardly obtain the Readers, par- 


don, much leſs his faith, but by extending 
his Patent of Poctica licentia beyond a bare 


| liberty in reference to the -quantity of his 
| 2 


bn H | words, 


Lucan, Phare 


260-:;. oh ehions anſwered. 
a Cometes an- Words, * Beſides, Experience hath long af: 
zeceſſit ci ſured the World, that Heaven never light: 
_ oe e's » up any of thoſe unuſual ory Cone 
zellii, Didii, but upon an - * &guroem. night of miſery tg 
Fultan', 8”. a State, by Wars, th eath of Princes, ot 
tos 1: \Plagues, rc. The Comet AN, IG618, Was 
Car.5. Mat- followed with an 7/;ad of Evils in Germany, 
op over which it ſeemed more dire&ly 7 wor 
M. Bra dent, Þ Pliny ( ſpeaking of Earthquakes) 
Nunc. P:0- propoſeth it as of univerſal obſervation, 
pet. ny Nat. Nunquam urbs Romana tremuit,efc, Neve 
Hiſt. 1.2.84. did the City of: Rome tremble by an Earth 
quake, but Events proved it-a Preſagedf 
< iſteirede great miſchiefs to enſue : ane the © Frenth 
mo, gg ; Hiſtory records ſeveral ſtrange Events 
ino#zv. / Nature precedaneous to the Aſſefſinatione 
Henry the fourth of France, 
I anſwer, 1, This Plea is very unſafe ;i 


regard it can hardly (like beſteged men) 


. open a gate .to-let in thoſe ir favors, bur'a 
great troop of enemies to all ſobriety will 


croud in after: Alt the follies of Obſervt- 
. tion of: Dreams, Predictions by the fy - 
Divination by Inſpection of Beaſts, A 
ries, pretending to be the DiQares i 
Experience, and of Tradition, handed tot 
World from the- very firſt times thereof, 


d Tull. de Thus he in{ 7#{yattemprs the juſtification 


Proin.1.1- of- the Obſervation of all the Auſþ ici, 


Preſages by the Intrails of the Sacnifices, 
Dreams,&c, ſaying, Hec auſpicia, oftenti 
Velerts 


. 
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C5. objettions anſwered, IOT 
veteres rerum- mags event monits , quam _ 
ratione ducti probaverunt : And © Artemide- bg "a 
rus tells hisReader, That hedoubted not &f- "OF wy 
fequally to reprehend all che Deniers of any 
Divination by Dreams, Pepwy &s 140nv x) TUL 

Tidy 6nmMeqato haplveray, by bringing 

before them the evident teſtimony of Events 
ſucceeding: And? el{where tells us, That he f Lib.4.cap.r, 
hath ſufficiently aſſured the Art of inter- 

preting Dreams, becauſe # 1A, engoz, ax 

n Tec x} Tus Toy AMVTEAETAAT WY Haplvehcus 

T« py, * not truſting to ſome weak $imi- . 
litudes, but to Experience, and the ſteady te- 

ftimony of Events : So that men muſt be 

tore'd to quit this Argument; as concluding 

nothing, for fear it conclude any thing, But 

I perceive this dart i counted 4s ſtubble by Job 41.29, 
our Adyerſaries, and they are ready to laugh 

at the ſhaking of. (#7 feats looking at ir as 

2-great ſervice. to. God; and the common 

good, to regard any odd Occutrences what- 

foever as Preſages and ominous, which ſeem 
to have the credit of Experience to recom- 

mend their obſervation : Thus 8 Pomponar $7* canta, 
tivs expreſly; Dicimmns Deum curam geren- ks 
tem humani generis, non ſolum Oraculis & 

Prodigiis, genus humanum admonere, verum | 
& augnriis & ominibus : Andab late Wri- hEdon.Nebuf, 
ter calls men to an obſervation of all kind of fat 
(Divine Types, as he ſtiles them) Dreams, 
Prodigies ot all kinds jn the four Elements, 
H 3 prodigious 
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 , 1023 > objettzo ONS anſwered, $3." 
rodigious Tempeſts, Earthquakes, Inunda-" 
Lions: Breakings forrh of ho Fires, mon- 
ſtrous Births, all kind of Monftroſities in 
Stones, Metals, Floods, Fatidical Voices de- 
livered by none knows whom, Apparitions 
of Ghoſts; Ominations by Words, Names, 
Places, Times, in ſo many feveral Chapters 
full of elaborate vanity, and all under the 
+ ſpecious and inviting title of Fatidica $4- 

cra. 
; Fadd cherefore ſecondly, This Plea is we- 
. ry falſe; for there have hapned many deaths 
194014, 515, 0 Princes never honored with the folemnt- 

0 fuit *:4- wp : 

quod trium Ty of any precedent # Comet, or other object 
”  quatuorve an- of wonder ; and many Comets which never. 
norum 411%, ſeemed-to blaſt the Aﬀairsof the World, 


01 Rex dli- 


us; Magnus by any envious and malignant Aſpect there- 
"x aurFrin- opon, Almoſt -four years and an half ae 


". ' eps Mortuus 


$2? 0biir xc, Paſt from us, ſince the Nation was firſt 


Rex Philip- alarm'd with' the dreadfu} news of ſtrange | 


NG. Roan Sights in Heavenand Earth, and yet (with 


proles -ejus 41 due thankfulneſs to God be ir ſ oken) 


Galliz Rex, \» q ; . ] ©, © 0 , 
Ce 22 never did thoſe three National Felicities, 


mil. 2 quo- Peace, Health, Plenty, more bleſs our habi-. 
Gomere? wut tations in any much longer period of time: 
gerte, þ app4} 10 Ehat we have almoſt ſeen the Annus #i- 
wx, miſer rabilis happily refuted by a Seculum miras 
Ea nomi” bile, The caufe of miſtake here is, thar when 
» wium reus ſu- fOlly hath often ſhot its bolt, and caſually 
ron Fien. dc hit-the mark (the Event ſeeming to ſmile | 
+35: uponandcommend irs Preſages) there isa 


mighty Þ 
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ſion then the failing thereof in an hundred 
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- or Prodigies, the. pretended  Preſages of 


ſerious and devout thoughts: whereas it were x 


fo many marks before them, ſo great a vati- ycrum eſſe 


, accompl 
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193 _ 
nighty notice taken thereof; and. that eſpe- 
cially becauſe, as it 1s well noted by the 
k Lord Bacon, Natura intellefFus human, *?* 49% 
magis afficitur af firmativis & attivis,quam 
peeativis & privativis : And accordingly, 
—_— a Rule or Obſervation holds, or huts 
in ſome one, 1t makes a more lively impreſ- 


$cient.|. 5.0.4, 


inſtances ; that which is,as he well obſerves, 
Omnis ſuperſtitionis & vaya credulitatis ra- 
dix, The root of all Superſtition and vain 
credulity in Aſtrology, Dreams, Omens, Pro» 
digies,&c, When men ſee o little jarring 
between Events, and Prophecies Dreams 


them, they conceive it yery natural to con- 
clude there was ſome hand of Art and coun- 
fel which tuned them to fo marvelous an 
harmony and correſpondence and that on 
purpoſe to invite men to attend, and for the 
future to meet ſuch ſtrange Examples with 


in truth a greater maryel if thoſe (though) Non ran eſt 2 


* 


blind Archers (Diviners, Dreamers, Obſer- RN —— 2 
vers of Prodigies) ſhould not ſometimes hit, ne caſu qui- } 

' | dem unquam :; 
which are continually letting fly, and have rin, el 


ety of Evils falling out every year, any of predixeruns, 
which may (it they pleaſe) be pretended.the Leh. ds 5 

"Boba and commendation of their 
Prophetick Wonders ar Speeches, Onely 


H 4 the 


kind of pretty-Equalities and Uniformities, 
eſpecially between Signs and Events, uſe to 
do : and beſides, any great Evils (like ſome 
harſher Paſſages in Muſick) make deep im- 

reſions on our Memories, and are general- 
Iy made uſe of as a kind of little Epochas in 


life, whence to compute'our Times ; while - 


| greatand eafie Bleffings ſlide off from; our 


| minds, and are ſoon delivered to ſilence and - 


forgettulneſs : or elſe ſuch prodigious Acci- 
| dents would ſoon appear to prophefie (if at 
; all) as oft ſmooth as hatſh and evil things 
; concerning us, We 
| Thirdly, (Nam pluribus exceptionibus 
uti, nemo prohibetur,) This Plea '1s at beſt 
but very fallacious and uncertain; and that 
npon many accounts : 

I, As many and great Evils have been 
conſequent to Prodigies ; -ſo alſo art they to 
many and great Evils : There is a perpetual 
circulation of Prodigies Signal. and Penal : 
The World is acquainted with anything 
better then conſiſtence , its nature ſeems 
emblem'd in its figure, it is round, and ac- 
cordingly in perpetual motion, and turning 
from one fide, ſtate, and condition, to ano- 
ther, And therefore, as the Diſciples ſaid to 
our Savior (in that great croud, Znk,8,45,) 

I when 


objettions anſwered, © &4.5:* 
the Mind is apt:to entertain great Opinions * 
and a laſting Memory of ſuch Objects as: 
ſtrike upon it ſtrongly and unawares, as all 


TF 6:5: objeFions anſwered. 
'F when demanding who touched ,him, 
thou the multitude thronging thee, and fir '| 
_ thou, Who toucheth me ? ſo'lay I, when'we 
\ ſee ſuch a multitude of Changes and Evilsin 
the World, thronging of Prodigies' before 
and after, ſhall we bel vanmas to > ask, what 
Perſons death, or what Eyent is rouched 
upon, and pointed unto, n their nieaning 
and ſfienification * e 
- 2, 'This Plea builds pon a moſt unfaith- 
ful and ſinking foundation, v1z, -the credit 
of all thoſe - Prodigious' Natrations' which 
Books and common'diſcontſe are ſtuft out 
withal:z which will ſhrink-to a very” mean 
count, if held co the fire, ſeatcli'd into by 
a ſevere examination, There i is a naturatva- 
nity in ſome Perſons to- pretend to not 
beneath Extraordinary;andtorelare ns ſtoty 
_ Which ſhall nora lictle fagk mens: Faith to 
- gratifie their Fancy : thiphumor in Hiſtori- 
ans hath.made the body of ancient Hiſtory 
in ſome parts ſo gouty and monſtrous ; 3 ©ap- 
payTes 8s ErT1 4 7 Ndfss Xeyotey, mo: wh ory Ts 
bX Pokorws a4 19pm [oy (as Herodian 
ſairh' of them;) 7 hey truſting that if they 1 Herod, hiſt. 
delivered ſomething fabulous and antick,th f TVoals 
ſhould reap the ſweet fruit of ſo delightful 4 
Narration in the wonder and acceptance of the 
People : being otherwiſe conſcious, Azvviey 
&s Tov MmAUL Cpu4Ao y Zerbuiphuor, that they 
had lain obſcured, huddled up in the common 
talk 


20G Objeitions anſmertd. d.5. 

talk of the Many. As long as the leaves of 
| Buiden in- Books preſent the. eyes and minds of Men, 
_ eredibiliun wigh antick Pictures and Stories, they will 


- vyelatu, com- - 

\ mendationem be gazed HPO, We have even gs + 
| parent, Le- VEry-prone faith and fancy for ſuch kind of 
* forem aliud Relations as theſe; for qur minds findi 


; mot rrp ' themſelves too great and large to be con- 
 aluceretur, mi- tentedly entertained with the dry and. ſcanty 


4  nidam contemplation of things lictle and vulgar, 
; ereduli, qui- dQ readily encourage the relations of things 
'« dar neglt”  newand rare, and that haye ſome touches 
' Taſdan men- 40d Ugnbrages of more wonderful and mag- 
dactum obre- nificent, th n this. TYING Tg goes COMMON 
Wa rao Scene of the World can preſens.them with, 
| Sen. Naz. Again, ſome of theſe recorded Prodigies 
._ Queſt. 7. wore in all likelihood | Apolegues at firſt, 


> C.16, 


tranſlated in time by the caſte mulcitudg 

” into/therepute of zeal Hiſtories: That of 

| Tib.7.657. 4 Mare bringing forth ay Hare, recorded by 

= Heradatvs as a, Prodigy preſaging the over- 

thraw: of Xerxes his great Army, was gq 

doubt the defeat of- that Army, (appearing 

to the eye at firſt in the ſtrength and pride 

of an Horſe, but concluding in the fears and / 

flight of an Hare) related onginally in a Pa- 

rable. As for the many Prodigies related by 

Heathen Poets Lucan, Virgil, as alſo Quid) 

it ſhall ſuffice in this place to return, That 

; they are related by Heathen Poets : By Hea- 

E. Ty then] whoſe miſery it was, by the ſubtilcy 

of the Devil and their Prieſts, to be ay 
wit 


* + x» WW 
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| things being 671.00 azvdayar P:A7ger, a hind 


Objattions en{merta. to7 - 
with. the faith ot a great many. vainly reps 
ted or talſly reported Prodigies; By Poets] 03 ob Fu o 
whoſe priviledg it is, without the reproach | 
of a lye, ingeniouſly ro-abufe their Readers 
with the relation of things (apt to move ,.. 
wonder, and:raife afte&tion) never aGed bur 5:4 
_ the ſtage of imagination, Streho notes | 
at the Ancient Poets uſed to pm | 
their Poems > Savor x mexTYNE, farge- | 
what wonderful aud ' proargites 7 any: ſack 0 _ 


of love-pation te ivduce an affettionto bears 
ing (and to themſelves). im har rude and 
childith Age. . ON. L232 

2. God may poſſibly fometimes im Jude» 
ment bring au evil upon men,'but tally con- 
ceived prefaged by: a Prodigy. It 15; not unt- 
likely, that the 'Evils chonght portended by 
Prodigies are often conſequent. to theut, 
becauſe God wilt punith, aan fome, 2 j#- 


perſtitious credulity, and timpross diſtruſt: of 
his Providence ,, ſo, in others, a and þ*r infellx. | 
blind negle& thereof, expreſt-in a ſcornful aug, Sc.1.8. 
rejection of any fuch —_— figns and in- | 
timations of a Divine diſpleaſure, ' Many 
times imaginatio facit caſum, the diſtruſtful 
Opinion conceiy'd of a Prophecy, Dream, 
or Prodigy, brings the Event, and not any 
appointed fignificancy of either, God ſome» Thi.66.4, 
times chooſeth mens _ , and brings 
their own fears upou them ;, permits the 
omees 


Objeftions anſwered.” d.5;% 
_ Omen to ſucceed: according to ' their 'eafie- | 
... jealouſtes, -and, ſome great'] Evil to befal 
them upon ſuch'4' day or hour, (unhappy, 
onely becauſe abuſed by their ſuperſtirious 
and ſoft imaginations :) For (as Gerſon-well) 
Ficut vera Chriſt ſtiana fides mirabilia ope-. 
rathr in bene credentibus, ſ i falſa & mala 
£ credulitas Deo' permittente eventus malos 
.... = 'wet potins demeretir., A perverſe 
t th will producepetverſe Wonders: And 
jr on? a womb of Evils is the neglect 
y ſuch Prodigies, when founded onely 
o a 5 Crake lil #1nd. (as fome Copies read 
it, Ecclus, 23. 4.) apt to bid. defiance ito 
Gbdi in what ways:ſoever he diſplay himſelf, 
Superſtition oft-brings the —_ it fears, and 
Atheiſm the Evils: iti flights 3: for Divine 
Providence juſtly 'reacheth not its wings to 
= Pata tak eitherTiſtruſt it by vain 
q bet Re *-fears, or date'and challenge it 'by bold and 

-me 10 i 0 ny hopes: 

A 1" 2": Thar which may poſſibly paſs with ſome 
' Fro raſh example.to aber this Aſſertion; is 
theinſtance of Yeſpatian's death, of whom 
1t:is recorded, 'that when: hotice was given 

him of a Comet then appearing as a Preſage 

of his death, He bad the Relaters to deli- 
yer this meſſage to the King of Parthia, to 
whom they were Retainers, 1/e comatus, ego 
autem calvus 5 meaning, that ſeeing. that 
King wore long hair, it ſeemed mor Ae 
able 


= with } Fa - 
” * 


dc5. Objettions anſwered, rog 
bable, that this ſtella crinita (as the Romans — — _ 
called ir) did potrend his death'rather then /*7Suvon. 
the Emperor Yeſþatians who was bald : But * _ 
the Emperor died before the extincion of 
this Comet, and-that King ſurvived- both, 
Now though I incline not (with that reye- | 
rend Perſon) .to.atttibute his ſudden death Dr- Fackſon F 
to a diſregard of this Prodigy as his ſummons EY - Þ} 
to the Divine Tribunal, (for how could he | 
poſſibly underſtand it to be fuch *) yet to | 
conclude this profane negle of a matter, 
then ſuppoſed religious and facred, to have 
influenced his death, is, perhaps, neither to 
be uncharicable nor ſuperſtitious, [I queſti- __ 
on not the truth of, at leaſt ſome of, thoſe wo 
Obſervations the- Heathens made of a Di- 7d. Valer. - 
vine Nemeſis, often aſſerting the honor of =: 4 Re- 1. 
Religion by avenging the neglect and. {con x pe de 1 
of ho (though) ſuperſtitious Rites upon Frodig. <6. 
Principles -of Arheiſm.] Otherwiſe ,: had 
that ſpeech of 'the Emperor, been the iſſue 
of a duly informed judgment, it had been, 
for the matter, as allowable a Sarcaſin, as 
that therewith Z1/;5jah reprehended the Re- 
ligion of the Image of Baal. So then, till 
our Adverſaries can prove ,a greater ſafety, 
truth and faithfulpeſi in this Argument, 
their cauſe will be very little aſſured and 
eſtabliſhed by ir, " 

But leſt Tbe thought-uncivil, by tasking 
them to an impoſſibility. z. to eaſe hem, 2p 


* 4 | ou 
by © ay 2 # ay -- 
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_ Wh. 6 -" Hp | þ 
| pre peg reſent\ſomewhat more © 
| of truth and fair {therein then I am © 
allirig ro grant; bur even then, except it 
be made'appear withal-that all theſe ſtrange 
inftances'm Nature are figns of divine -effi- © 
cieticy and appointment, for ought 1 know 
we thould 'but offer the ſacrifice of fools, 
while receiving them as 'the great inſtru- 
ments-of Religion, the warnings of Provi- 
dence, as Biblia Laicorum, the Books 'in 
which the men-of a more dull and heavy 
feriſe might read the purpoſes of wrath, and 
the images-of an approaching judgment. 
The Devils'Oracles were ſometimes credit- 
ed by -expetience -of Events, {or elſe no 
doubt he had not had"fo mach cuſtom, 
were they therefore - divine NMfaniteſto's 7 
Some -kind of 'Heibrew words, written and 
worn about the body. [have'been /ſucceeded 
y , by: e alterations "therein; ſhall we 
& Fi. Crollium therefore'conclude (as ſome have done) thar 
| £1elcnze the" Word of Gods Blefling is as much af- 
” mic.  Ytixed to them to cure, as to meat and drink 
I 70 'n0uriſh the body © Maimonides tells us, 
that the application of any thing, or the uſe 
ofany Rite, forthe produttion of any effedt 
in Plants or 'Bodies, \where Reaſon cannot 
diſcover the leaſt ſh1dow 'of ' any natural 
2 connexion between Cauſe and Effect, 'their 
* More Nevoc. Maſters \uſed to Mile 'F/iarm Amorrheorum, 
| Pat3-©37: 2 Le way of the Amorites, «thought to be -in- 
: terdicted, 


a ; : 


Y 65:  objeeivons anfwe 
F terdiQed, Zew#, 18, 


fome Rules of Reaſon or Revelation to aſ- 
fare us, 15 /3a Ethnicorum, the way of the 
Feathens, in which they walked to a juſti- 
fication of molt of their telipions Vanities : 
we are here ont of Gods way, and we 'do but 
tempt the Tempter to pur eternal fallacies 
upon us, and to amnzeand {careus with'one 
Prodigy or other perpetually, as he did the 
Heathens, Experience is then alone apro- 
per Guide, when it hath the eye of 'Revela- 
tion, or fome-ſteady Principle of Reaſon, to 
credit and conduct it : without that, -it is 2 
. blind, confuſed, infinite, giddy thing. 

Toall that hath been Kid, I further add, 


that I doubt 'nor but, as'many _ | 


Prophecies, ſo many prodigious Relations 
were ſet together after ſome great Eyent 
| dee Writers(to _ che recorded Pro- 
digy the more worthy of a great Opinion) 
ive been eaſily tem Ar bw ak 
their quills a lean and lank occurrence, .and 
by the-addition of ſome odd circumſtances 
to ſwell it out to a very monſtrous 'and 
frightful ſhew, Beſides, there is nota Year 
-bur, 'in the compaſs of a Kingdom , will 
.Preſent a curious Obſerver with-an hundred 
_ Singularities, which-preſented'in- one intire 
 'view(like Trees combined 'in a'Grove) wil 


give a'very ſacred and iſolemn Aſpe&, and. 


charm 


tnſwered. * TEE 
. and 20, 23, SireT - I 
am, :An attendance ro Experience, withour 


25: Wh  Ohjelins 6, 
= charm a ſoft and childiſh-i cion-into- a 
ſtrong petſwaſion of. their FR firigh Mo- | 
* Aphretd nitors of the Vengeance which, they.ſee en-\ 
abriy [4G >: ſued, The: * Hiſtorian well -notes', Thar 
0&9) dyeiegms Dreams, Hracles, x; . 6T'@ 6s Vogt Toy 
nowolTe S ueMifluretulode oe @airemr; 4nd what ever 
——— *® ſeem prophetick Symhals to men, are thought 
Fo * dandgf0 have nothing vs -Or forgery. lodged 
' ToTs a mode) i} them, when ever t. ey have the luck. to Zi 
T7auy is Tw and to ſeemfulfiled., .; 
| =ae" Hf * And thus, I hope, Thavecut off the head 
Bodies Le of this Goliah-Argument, which, appeared 
Izzy. todefie all that ever-could be- EPO! un- 
ro it. 


pe 
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: An Anſwer to the Objettions proceedin #þ- 
IP on the more immediate Principles 4 

WU lo L my 


The firſt Objeftion, God muſt be ſuppoſed.to to warn before; 
He ſtrike : Anſmered i in } xe particulars. The, Rat. 
onal intimations of a Fudgment, what. Second Ohjetti- 
0n, That the diſparaging of 'this. Opinion = Ptodigies 
weakens the Faith of a Divine Providence : Cs 
the Opinion -evinc'd rather to invalidate the Artide:. 
Third Objefion, It appears not to what end they catvmi- 
niſter, but that of Preſages. The. weakneſs of :this, ,Obj 
Fion noted : the alledging of this end* proved tain 
sſſigning ends more valuabte and excellent : viz." 1. This 
may ſerue to awaken more groſs and beguy minds into.4 
ſenſe of the Being, Providence, and Greatneſs of the God 
of Nature: the irregularities in -Nature and: the #ni- 

form irtes 


; $.6, 0bjettions anſwered. 


formities of Providence very ſerviceable 10 the ſenſe of 
4 God. 2. The petty alterations in Nature ſerve as types 


. and aſſurances of the great and final Alteration thereof. 


3- The Soul of Man i ſupplied in them with Objefs it 
was made moſt apt and ready to contemplate. Men of all 
tempers have ſomewhat ſuitable in Nature to entertain 
them. 4. They diſcover the evil effeft of Sin even upon 
the frame of Nature. The coſ of the Vanity noted in 
the Creation not underſiood by the Heathens. 5. They 
lead t0 an underſtanding of ſeveral myſteries in Nat+re. 
Prodigies, the occafions of Philoſopby, and the aſſiſtants. 
6. To 4 right notion alſo of the Laws of Nature. 7. The 
Exorbitances in Nature La and ſet off the more beauti- 
ful and regular Produftions tbereof. Fourth ObjeAion, 
The Monſtrefities in Nature can be intituled bur to the 
immediate Power of God; and if ſo, onely that they. may 
be figns and tokens to the World. Anſwered : by Conceſ- 
ſoon of the neceſſity of a general aſſiſtance of the Divine 
Power to Nature 3 with the Reaſon thereof. This proved 
not to take away 4 native you and ſuffictency in ſecond 
Cauſes. Inftinfs, firſt Principles of Motton in Ani- 
mals, and the Plaſtick power, bard to explain. Plotinus. 
The power of Nature diſturbed, the cauſe of irregular 
effetts : the great vanity of giving more ſerious regards 
to the Monſtroſcties then the #niformities of Nature, 
noted. Ariltotle commended 3 bis Opinion in reference to 
Providence noted from Maimonides. 


He next Objections which expect our 
Anſwer, proceed upon the more im- 


mediate Principles of Reaſon : whereof the 
firſt is-this ; 

It ſeems greatly to juſtle the notions of oljed.x, 
Goodneſs and Fuſtice in God, to believe he 
warns not before he ſtrikes : now what watn- 


$ more proper and proportioned to their 


end, then Prodigies , which ſpeak to the 
ſenſes, and ſo are moſt likely to make the 
duller multitude ſtart and refle& There 


I are 


4% 


114 Objections anſwered. 0:6; 
Luk. 19.41. are (OMe. #.a«pob Froxon7; 2) 2x mars times 
Jer.50.27- of. viſitation and vengeance, times, whetein 

the cup of., vengeance in the hand of God is 
become, brim-full, and ready to run over, 
when his repentings are come t0 an eud, when 


his three Worthies, Noah, Daniel and Fob, Y 


ſhould ppt prevail for the pardon or reprieve 

Amat benizg- Of a condemned Nation, Now then, ſurely 

nitas pe iS but reaſonable to. preſume that infinite 

EIN: Goodneſs hath ſo pravided that there ſhould 

miner, ſeu be ſome ps of ſ{uch ahes, that the re- 

| 9uo 14mg; Pentance, ot good men might, at leaſt, break 

; corn ofthe fall of chat 2alew. of Lead, Which it can, 

rationibus not altogether prevent : ſurely an Earth- 

ormauge 3 quake would now be a ſeaſonable Monitor, 

impendent. and (like a ſhaking before a burning fit) be a 

Am} 21, VELy fignificant fore-runner of. ſome firy in- 
- _ .... dignation.ſhortly to break forth, ... 

Solur, IT anſwer, 1, Such warnings, 'h ; FiweN, 

would ngt work ſo kindly upon the ill-natur'd 

World, as it « preſumed : tor ſome eyil men 

would, like vermine, ſoon quit that houſe, 

that Nation, of whoſe. ſudden ruines they 

had ſuch ſure Preſages z and others.would 

fight againſt Heaven the more deſperately, 

as expecting.no quarter from it 5 few wauld - 

2 King. 22, Expreſs the good ſpirit of Foſiah,who though 

17 &@ 23. he knew.that eyil was determined upon Fe- 

ruſalem, yet retormed he with all his might, 

We ſce'that God often warns men by his 

lighter afflictions : The language of his lefler 

judgments 


. 
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0bjettions anſwered, 
judgments is, $120 more, leſt a worſe thing 
ve upon you, He uſually ſcrapes the in- 
feed houle, before oe fone be not left upon 
another, and makes the correQions of his 


ras Monitors of his approaching ſcorpions - 


Now it is ſeldom theſe reach their intended 
ends, much leſs would a Prodigy, We have 
already the terrible chreatnings contained in 
Sctipture, the frequent diſciplines of Gods 
Rod, and (alienapericula) the great exam- 


. ples of divine juſtice, 'in his Word, alway 


preſenred ro our fear and caution : and would 
they,which regard not the thunders of theſe, 
ever be much moved with the ſquibs of a 
few Prodigies © None greater expeCtants of 
Signs from Heaven” then the Fews ; but 

en God gave them and others fearful 
ſzhts and great ſigns from Heaven, none ſo 
ſtupidly regardleſs and inobſervant, 

2, There are other kind of Prodigies, by 
which wiſe men may receive more certain no- 


tices of an approaching Ewil in a State As 


there is a nataral Divination, whereby the 


Birds can preſage an approaching ſtorm and 


tempeſt, (that which gave birth ro the Opi- 


1 niont that they were Divornm interpretes , ) 


ſo thete 1s an artsficial one, appropriate to 
every Art and Myſtery almoſt, The Phyſi- 
cian hath his Prognoſticks of Death, the 
Natural Philoſopher his Prefages of Winds 
and Seaſons, the Mariner of Storms and 

I 2 ) Calms 5 


IT5 


»+ZIo.IT, 
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Virgil. Georg, 
I. 1, 


Ezck. 22.15. 


Objettions anſwered, $6, 
Calms),..the Husbandman many of :fruirful- 
ne6 and plenty, elegantly deſcribed bythe 
Poet *.ſoalfo the prudent States-man:hath 
his Proſpective of many rational figns, by 
which he-can ſpy a trouble and change in 
the State, as yet-a great way off : 

=ror5 *-T le eviam cecos inſtare tumultus 
$ -” wonet, Feadeſque & operta tumeſcere 
ella, .\ 
Such had that Politician, who, upon a view 
of the maners of-the City: where the came, 
brake out, O:urbem wenalem & cito perity- 
ram, (t emptorem invenertt | 
Now the Signs and Prodigies which: thus 
fore-warn him, are ſuch as:thefe: 1, Aon- 
fters of Vices and Opinions generally obtain- 


ing ina State. When the ld man 1s grown | 


_ big for the. girdle of ſhame or fear, and 
the hand of publick Juſtice negle&ts:to rub 
off that ruſt wich is. growing upon the Iron 
Age, it may quickly be expected that. God 
ſhould do his own work himſelf, aflert: his 
own righteouſneſs, by throwing it-into the 
fire of ſome terrible judgment, to refine and 
purifie.it, Soalſo,ſuch monſtrous Do@rines 
as-theſe, grown bold and publick, area Pre- 
ſage of ſome great diftempers growing upon 
the common Body : ; That there are {ome in- 
ward and extraordinary Calls to an\'Office, 
which ow an account of their truth and reali- 
ty ſolyto that ſpirit which feels them : That 

onely 


6.6, Objettions anſwered, I17 
 onely' Chriſt in Perſon 'is the lawful 'and 
rightful Gevernor of the Earth © That Ma- 

ſtracy ſtands not with Chriſtian liberty - 
That Nullus eſt Dominus Civilis dam eſt in 
peccato mortali : Where the Magiſtrate will 
not reform the Church, the People may + That 
to comply with ſuch counſels as the preſent 
bent of Mind within, and Diſpenſation with- 
out, ſuggeſt and encourage, ts to follow God, 
Every ſuch Do&trine, as dull and wooden as 
it may ſeem, contains (like the Trojay horſe) 
armed men in the belly thereof, 

2, Extraordinary Eclipfes of the ſuperior 
Luminaries, the Governors in Church and 
State, either as to the light of wiſdom and 
- counſel, or reſpe& and reverence before the 

People, Before Gods petty day of Judg- 
ment ina State, the Sun nſuatly is turned Hol.g.7. 
into darkneſs, and the Moon into blood : there 129: 11,24, 
is great contempt thrown upon the Perſon 
or Government of the Ruler, by libels and 
ſeditious ſpeeches, and his chief Miniſters 
are required as ſacrifices to appeaſe ſame po- 
pulartury and diſcontent, - 

3. Earthquakes in divers places : I mean, 
a great many commotions and petty tumulrs 
among the Populacy : Theſe argue high 
disfarisfactions. Such frequent breakings our 
in the Body Policick are indications of many 
noxious."and 'dangerous humors therein, 
which, without che wiſe interpoſe of State- 

| I 3 Phylicians, 
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| Phyſicians R prefage ruine-:to the whole; 
T heſe and more Signs: (not proper for- this! | 
place) are:there, which are ſufhcient:to the 
Mind that hath wiſdom : as for - Folly, it: 
would not receive inſtruction, - though exe 
aroſe from the dead. | 
Obje.z. . Secondly, It is further oppoſed, 'T hat the 
removal of this received Opinion of Prodt-+ 
otes and Signs,1s the removing of a main Pil- 

: r<.9,;. 14, Whereupon ſtandeth the Faith of a Di- 
Re lo P:o. Vine Providence; of a God Toncerned in;and 
digiis) oftendit obſervant of all the Aﬀairs of the World, 
_—_ {4 2nd evil Maners of Mer: and that; hereby 
vitam, mort?, we break off. a. great ſeal and aſfurance'of 
= dw the Divine Preſcience,./T hat no Evils rife” 
in manu Dei #p out of the duſt, but come to paſs m1; w- 
pofitas eſſe eo, Ream » Degyrace ms O8v,  dbts 
N Speattls 2.23, by the counſel and foreknowlede'uf 
p.2.c.3- God determined to this [particular object, 

| and iſlne of time, And by conſequence we 

hereby ſtrengthen the hands of Atheiſm, 
and few pillows under the elbows of fecure 
and ſleepy wickednels, 
I anſwer ; Admit the common notion of 
Prodigies as God's Signs, ſerviceable tothis 
end as it is pretended ,, yet, while deyaid-of 
truth, I may return the excellent words: of 
Job z3-7. Fob upon the Objectors; Yell yan fpeak 
wickedly for God ? and talk deceitfully: for 
him ? will ye accept his perſon ? Will you 
{erye-Truth it ſelf with a lies will you 
A. = _ _ break 
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breakihis commands to do hin 4 courteſie * 


' Perhaps. God would 'not. have his: Provi- 


dence-and Preſcience ſtand in fo clear a light, 
that our faith thereof might: be found the 
more ##0.Praiſe, while' receiving it upon the 
credit of Reaſon and Scripture,without any 
ſuch teſtimony of our ſenſe, Norwould the 


- Opinion 'of Pugdigies prove ſo: effectual an 
Antidote againſt the poiſon of Atheiſm as ir 


is ſuppoſed: . for who: greater -Qbſervers of 
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them then:Machiaveland Pomponatius,com- File geft, g, 


monly/reputed the Heads, one of the Poli- 


ical; and rhe other of the Philoſophical 


Atheiſts If an Atheiſt can believe thar 


the World came'by chance into all this 
| beauty and elegant order, and the. ſeveral 
. ſpheres of Beings maintain ſo gratetul an 


harmony in their -motions, without ſome 
oreat Intelligence to give law and meaſure 
to them; | He will more eaſily perfwade 
himfelf;that things run by chance ſometimes 
into-difcord,. monſtrouſneſs and deformity, 
Nay further, it is rather the way to make 
mew Atheiſts, to tell them, rheſe are Gods 
Signs of things which they tee ſeldom or ne- 
ver.come to paſs: And theretore it 1s ater to 
quit- this way of proof :: for all Arguments 
broughr-in defence of a Truth men are wil- 
ling to free their minds of, if they do not 
fully prove, do hugely weaken and diſpaxage 
it ; like weak Phyſick, which if it drive not 

I 4 forth 


 Objee.z, 


Solut, 


_ Objettions anſivered. $6; 
forthtliell humor,doth by accident gxafpe= 
rate.it,\ and -make-the-Patient wotfe'r-amd 
therefore | it 'is no way fate to truſt: ſo great 
and important an Article of our Faith-with 
ſo feeble and airy a proot as this is,/ 

Thirdly; It is turther-objefted; That all 
the common..and more-familiar methods of 
action appointed-the Creayyres; giving 10 
excellent an account of themſelves ro a. wile 
and conſiderate mind, -it cannot readily-be 
conceived to what end-any.of theſe.Extra- 
ordinaries.in Narure-can\miniſter, but:to-that 
of Divination of Eyents-tuture, 

Though this be a moſt inconſequent-and 
preſumptuous reaſoning, {things muſtibe for 


this end, for I know no other that they\can 


ſerve,}]- yet, becauſe where the mind of man 
reacheth. not the true-:cauſes or proper'ends 
of: any thing,/it is eaſily tempted to take up 
in ſuch vain and cheap reſolves, as a ſuper- 
ſtitious multitude -or a guilty: fear may tender 
toit : and becauſe wn, men are {uch Glorie 
animalia, as, like Proters, to ſhitt-into any 
odd ſhape and form of opinion and:conceit, 
to free themſelves when held with the knor 
of any- difficult and perplex Phanomenen 
laid before. them ; I ſhall therefore: propoſe 
thoſe higher and. more: excellent ends- of 
theſe iiregular accidents, which may fatisfie 
mens minds, and: (as a: teal Diamond doth 
ifs cqunterieit) moſt effectually deredt and 

_*.__ quſparage 
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parage:/that lircle and mean \end which 
_— Opinion makes them ſerve unto,thar 
of-an unneceſlary and often hurtful curioſtty 
in the knowledg of tines reſerved ſoly in 
Gods power and counſel; | 
Firlh, then, They ſerve to awaken more 


groſs and-heavy minds into a ſenſe of the Be- 
ing, Providence,and Greatneſs of God. 


r,. Of -his Being, One: account why A- | 
theiſts ve in a conſtant neglect and'inobſer- | 


vance of ithe God of Nature, is'this, 4// 


things continue as they were from the begin- * ** 3: 


ing of the Creation ;/'\the conſtant and even 
harmony which Nature makes, lulls men in- 


toadulland fleepy inadvertency z* whereas 
ſome harſhne(s and diſcords now and then in * 


the parts thereot (newand unwonred occur- 
rences)-are apt -to- awaken their: dull and 
ſleepy minds into a ſenſe of ſome niigh 


Power, which runs through the World, and - 
commands the Forces of Nature which way | 


he pleaſeth, 11 ; 

/:Since:we loſt the favor of God, we gre 
greatly propenſ(e to loſe the ſenſe of Hun : 
tor:if. He obſerve a conſtant method in the 
Works of Creation, the God of Nature ſhall 
be loſt and forgotten in the Power of Nq- 
cure :»if, as in the Works of Providence, He 
proceed by-no ruled caſes, never preſcribe ta 
himſelf,”then He thall be eclipſed in Chance 


and Fortune : and therefore perhaps {ome- 
_ rimes 


Ge 
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times/ He a&s ſo accountably, and: confo-! 
nantly'toour Notions;-in the Works of biz! 

% Providence; that men are forced'to fay,'/Ye-" 

. Pagb1t ily there's 4 God which judeeth' in the 
Earth - and ſometimes o irregularly in the” 
Works of Nature, that men are forced to 

cry out,: The Finger of God! Wete the 
Works in Nature alway laid out by the line 

of an even;/and every way immutable: Law 
and Order, men would be apt to think 
C_ they could not make fenſe of thar 
thought) that all was done by Nature, and 

a kind of abſolute neceſſity and fatality of- 
Cauſes: and ſhould Monſters, Comers; 
Earthquakes, &c, turn quotidian , men; 
would be tempted to conclude the World 

a great Lottery, and all EffteQs owing onely' 
tothe blind and caſual concourſe of 'Second' 

'> Cauſes; Whereas a-wiſe intermixture' of 
ſomeirregularities puts men upon refle&ion, 
 andgives them to underſtand, that Natures 
l}-fhaped letters at one time, are an afſu+' 
rante that ſhe could not write ſo fairly and 
evenly as'generally, had ſhe not ſome Grear 

Maſter to guide her hand, and bind in the 

powers of ſome Cauſes apt to exorbitate- 

; and fly our, | 

| -.2, Of his Providence, Should not Ri- 

| vets ſometimes ſtand, and Springs fail; men 
Pa.to4.10,, Would nor be fo fully aſſured thar it" 1s God 

' | who ſendeth the Springs into the Valleys, that | 
{t 
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it is He who watereth- the Hills, Should there 

not happen ſome terrible /ulcano's, and hry 
eruptions, we ſhould not awaken into ſente 
of .that mighty Power, which keepsall thar 
natural tinder in the bowels of the Earth 
from catching fire before its appointed time; 
Did there not new Springs break forth 
ſometimes. from the uſually drieſt breaſts of 
our common Mother [ Deſerts and Wilder 
nefſes] we could not, with the Pſalmiſt, 


adore the Power of: God diſcovered ix turn- Pla.107.35. 


ing the Wilderneſs inta a ſtanding water, and 
dry grounds into water-fprings, Belides, the 
exorbitances of Natural Cauſes at ſome 
times, and their running like unruly Horſes 
qut of / that way (thoſe lines which common 
Nature hath prefcribed them)-reſolve us, 
that-their general ſtilneſs and order is owing - 


to Him who r:deth upon the Heavens, whole pl.68.4. 


Wiſdom and Power moderates all their 
blind and impetuous forces : A truth which 
the Ancients couch'd in their Fable of the 
Giant Typhon (which fignihies ſwelling out ) 
bidding-battel to their moſt ancient Deity 
Pan, or Nature, but bound up and reſtrain- 
ed by him in Nets as it were of - Ada» 
manr, 

3. 'Of his admirable Greatnefs, The Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, when deſigning ro awaken the 
minds of men to a quick ſenſe of the Ma+ 
jelty and Greatneſs of God, calls them-to 

| an 


an-;attendance ro thoſe Works in| Naturej 
which-we diſtinguiſh, by the peculiar name 
and title'of Prodigtes, from the reſt': As the 
withholding of the Waters till they dry up; 
and ſending: them oat''to overturn the Earth; 
Fob'12.15, the making of a way for the 
Thunder, ſtiled the Voice of his Excellency, 
Job 26.8,11. Chap.37.4, the drrefting of the Lightning 
1-29. to theendsof the Earth, the ſealing" up the 
5.8, 
Job 28. 4,26, Lights of Heaven, the cauſing of the Winds 
&'376, to blow, that the Waters flow,” {ometimes 
without meaſure., in! Inutdations ; ſome- 
times: without method, | as in” ifregular 
Tides,” The Fire and Hail, Snow and Va- 
por, are ſtiled Creatures that fulfil [not fo 
much the Law of Nature, as] the Word of 


God, Pa.148.8, Though the ot oixaor pt-" 


Avarpics (as Strabo phrafſeth it) the Dome- 
ſticks. of Philoſophy, and the Intimates of 
Nature, diſcover more clearly the Greatneſs 
and Majeſty - of: God in ſome Natural A- 
gents which work with leſs pomp and noiſe ; 
yet others of a more heayy ſenſe wouldne- 
ver ſend their thoughts beyond this Engine 
of the. World ro = wiſe Contriver there- 
of, never refle& upon the Power and Art 
diſplayed therein, did not theſe Extraordi- 
naries in Nature force them ſometimes: out 
of their' heedleſs and drowzy temper':' as 
the Alarm-in the Watch will awaken thoſe 
mentoa reflection upon the Art of irs Con- 
triver, 


ju neg a — nw « AS. 
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even pulſes and motions, which yet-are in- 
ſtances of greater art and $kill, Upon the 
occurrence'of any matters ſtrange and extra- 
otdinary,\ Nature hath taught us to caſt up 


our eyes and hands to Heaven, ina kind of 


uriver, which {leep by its more filent and 


tacit acknowledgment that matters rare and. 


wonderful ow themſelves to Him who is 


TavugneplO., the great Wonder-worker, 
who is accordingly: to: be acknowledged in 
them all; And therefore though we fear not 
a Comet or an Earthquake, yet may we 
thence take occaſion. toquicken our {elves 
to. a reverence and: fear of that Greatneſs 
which did appoint them, The true ſpirit of 
Religion will not receive Metum; a fear of 
diſtruſt, though the Barth remove, and the 
Mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
Sea z but yet readily entertains 7imorem,a 
fear of reverence, when it perceives the 


Earth ro be but ſhaken by an Earthquake, 


or the Mountains .to break forth into a 
flame, | 

Secondly, Some of theſe petty alterations 
in Nature ſerve as a kind f Types, Eſſays, 


Aſſurances of that greater and more unever- 


ſal' Alteration thereof, at the Conſummation 
of the World. That we might not.diſtruſt a 
Reſurrection, God hath vouchſated us (as 


/ 


Theodoret notes) ma Tis avagorws pen- 
HETH ou wmpLy panes MAny pretty imitati- 
ons 


De Provid. 
Orat. 9. 


Minnt, Fel. 
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' ons and natural! Sermons thereof as the 


rifine apvain of decayed Plants from their 
roots in the Spring, the' return of Herbs and 
Trets from their dying ſeeds into life atain : 
Thus the frightful ' eruptions of fite from 
the Earch, wonderful Eclipſes of the Lights 
of 'Heaven, the ſtranve fires ſometimes diſ- 
covered inthe Air, the mighty tremblings 


| of the Earth, may ſerve (like Fernſalem 
\  portray'd by the Prophet upon'a Tile) as 


liethde Maps' and' imitations--of 'that more 
dreadful confuſion' which” ſhall cover the 
whole face of Nature'at' the laſt day ; and 
as a kind of preludia to that time when the 
$»1 ſhall be clothed with'darknef, the Hea- 


| wens ſhall be on fire, the Elements ſhall 
' melt with fervent heat, and the Eatth, with 


alt the works therein, ſhall be burnt up. 
Caecilizs the Heathen (as others of his 
Cloth uſed ro do)derided the Chriſtian Do- 
&rine of a final Diſſolution of the Works 
of Nature at the laſt day, with his qsaſf 
Nature diving legibus conſtitutus ordo eter- 
ns tarbetuyr ; as if ever the perpetual Or- 
der of Nature, which hath received its ſeal 
and ſanction from the Counfels of Heaven, 
can 'eyer be ruffled and diſturbed : Now 
theſe ſtrange Alterations in Nature are but 
Prefaces to much ſtranger z and the break- 
ings forth of mighty fires out of the Earth 


ſometimes, gfve aſſurance that (like 754) 
it 


x » —_ -” - 
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it: carries its. own fate abont it, ſuch firy 
materials as will quickly reduce it t0 acon- 
dition beneath its firſt Chaos, in that day of 
vengeance wherein God will deftroy the mur- 
derers and abuſers of his ſervants, and barn 
up their-polluted City. 

Thirdly, God. in then ſupplies the Soul 
with ſuch Objetts 4s He made it moſt apt to 
contemplate and admire, In a Work of Art 


(as Longinus obſerves) Man admires the CU- Longin. 
riolity and accurateneſs ; ina Work of N4- Tie "TY. 
tyre, the vaſtneſs and magnificence thereof :5**3* 


becauſe in the former he looks for but m. 5-' 
powy aypury, ſomewhat like Man ( the 
meaſure and ſubject af Art;) but inthe lat- 
ter ſomewhat worthy of God: and further, 


that if anything occur which is aegdo&oy, Id. Sef.zr. 


Mega xa ws Begs mugs Sajyaoviwepor, (range, 
vaſt, and (an compare with our ſelves) big 
with a kind of Divinity, ®vands Ts aye 
vy.or,/ as it carried witha kind of native in- 
ſtin&, we readily.conſider and attend unto 
it: And. he inſtanceth accordingly in the 
Eclipſes of Heaven, the vaſt Ocean, the 
Vulcano's of eAtna; as objedts which uſu- 
ally. command the mind to, wonder and ec- 
ſtacy, [The Soul hereby gives filens teſti- 
mony. to it ſelf, that it was made to contem- 
plate & admire that God, with whom all the 
firſt Exemplars of Greatneſs, Power, Glo- 
ry, Beauty, dwell together or "aha 
nere 


In Fragm. 
Metaph. 
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thete'ds wrhe Works of: Arr or Nita ww | 
which»chere' appear any. rude roudhes! ti 
fhadowsoE wonderful und admirable] i 3» 
:Nowthen; as'therei)are'in - Natarei (rhe 
Arr of +God):thoſe admirable curiofities'aps} 
pearing''in the elegant fabrick of the Oreas 
airs, themyſterious inaromy of . paecs, nd 
thoſonmqeriabri and-cryptick ways-Which! 
Nacurewalks in toward her defigned: ends, 
which affe&t dovtht dultet and mote'lieed-) 
leſs pact ofe rhe World bucſupply theS6ns 
of:Arr'with-tteſh and "repeated Wonders;' 
ſo;\it1 theſe , ws ng 'mſtances, rhe irader! 
ſort ofanen' (which carmy their Souls jn their 
eyes)-finadfomewhar ro ingage then to con? | 
templarceiand admite;\Theſe Worksgo'off/ 
from: the- common figures and meaftres of: 
Nature, are-greatand'vehement; and.there- 
fore: propet - objes'to' call forth- the $0 
ines conremplation and admiration 5- whictt,” 
while ie ſtands: thus: at'gaze, doth racitly' 
and interpretatively venerace that Gbd,who 
ivall theſe ſtrange Events appears wonder full 
in-counfel; and mighty in working, © 4409) 
+Fourthly,' Many of theſe Enata" op the 
of the'\Creature lead us to an" under” 
ſtanding of the evil of ' Sin, whictrhath made 
the (Creatures "thus ſubjet? 10 vanity and* 


miſcarriage.”-Theophyaſhus hath-nored;- that: 
inthe macter whereof natural things conſiſt 


there's wAvias op whiievor xas- 6 gopher 
7 2424864 34K) "I To 


” 


_ 


mn «6, much of it which-is.diſobedienr: and 

| anwieldy, tooſtiff and Rubborn tobe turg- 

ed to the ſeal :of Nature, to receive thoſe 
lignatures and impreſles, which are beſt, and 
prunatily intended -to. be ſtamp'd upon it t 
A dete& which eſcaped not:che: notices ,of 
many :contemplative Heathens, who could 
not xeſolve themſelves of the .proper cauſe 
thereof, [ Divine maledidtion laid: upon the 
Creatures for the ſinof Man, ] 

Fifthly, They lead- #5 into a more diſtint# 
knowledge of the Works of Nature : Nature 
is the beſt Interpreter ot it ſelf; now (like 
rorenr'd men) the then diſcovers her ſecrets, 
either whenvex'd by Art in lefler Bodies, 
or difturb'd by Accident in greater, -Co- 
mets, gew Stars, monſtrous Eclipſes, Earth- 
quakes, Meteo:'s, Thunders, prov'd the fiſt 
happy occaſions of Philoſophy (calling men 
to wonder and conlider) and - the great Aſ- 
ſiſtangs, to it, all. ſerving the knowledg of 
one-myſery in Nature or other, And 1t is 

not without remark, that when God had 
ſent Man into. this World, @: «is Tiva; pega- 
alu meriyverr (aS Longinus phraſeth it) as T1*c! "Tar, 
ints a great Theater, to contemplate the ele- ——_ 
Sant vatietics of, his Works, and to com- 
ate the.moſt difficult and daring myſteries 


y 


in Nature, 4399 Pu oepvory mats tu 
oaus mayles ae Thpenanu,o, He hath ſeat- 
ed in our Souls an invincible affetion for an 

IK intimacy 


"| Oe OO 4 
MERE), 4B 404 mANan Et Wit ary Qp)+d 
Tei, ana foaled With ſome. tal charattens | 
f Divinity.c, whence the Soul is at,DBce Cx+ 
ated, refreſhed, diteted Aatid afliſted; in the 
ſtady of Nature, Theſe ExtraorGinaries +: 
therein are the' Objects it. is moſt narurally 
biaſs'd ro-4 notice of, and which molt ail 
the- true, nferprecation. of Nature y ,they 
fickt ſet our. inquiries on, work, and, thenre- 


- 


ward them, 310 21 Yo9hg hr 
The, Knowledg of Nature is greatly ab- - 


ſolved. by, our-nnderſtanding what ris done |} 
therein, and 4aw:it is done, (the amplitudes 
of Effects, and the truth of -Caulcs 5). the 
former Knowledg-we advance t0-<ſpecially | . 
by ah attendance to Nature mm its conſtant | 
and more eafie freedom-of- Qperarion,;; but 
thelatter we fairly arrive at. by a regard. t9 
Prodigics Artificial, Nature as demeahing-it 
felf tnder the conſtraints of Art; .and. to - 
Prodigies Natural, Nature's yoluntary &> | 
ror$ and Reppings out of kermore” common 
toad of Opetation, We ſee in theſe fame rude 
and.ynfraiſh'd pieces in Nature, the Eſfays- | 
of ſome excelletit work, which; therefore 
ferve (like a Ship half. built) codiſooyerhet 
{ileat proceſſes and more cryprick methods 
in the building up-and compleating, of - her 
Works, The Errots in;Natgre SA 
the 


hend the Errors-ia Philoſophy growing 
\aty wok aney, CRISP 


Y 


"$e). bibjettrons anſwered, 
**ke'Sout 4s exſily abuſediwith Kols' in''Sez 
' etice> when it ſhapes our! its' Notions by 
Imaves*in i its own Fancy, brwhen it 'takes 
up- (as iris prone to-do)" in"ſothe ſennty 
Maims proceeding upon an exfte artendance 
to Nature, as tendred.to view foly in het 
| more quier and fartilliar poſtures, 

> And therefore if we had" ttiore faichful 
Hiſtory of the Anonals in Natart. (the WO 
whereof is owing nor a lictle to'the'ſu 
* | * firion'of men, which {tains all it toucherh J 

' we might be {oor able ro'ſee beyond the 
ſufface of thoſe 'things, which as/yet ſeem 
placed inthe World but” to confound! and 
poſe ts] But the evil"is, char as the #5fory 
if Times 1s aſually drawn up, {6 a8 ir my 
miyſte#-riot 'to' Truth but FaRtion';' the 
Hiftoryof Nature, (as to gratifie eitfier In- 
_ tereſt'or Curioſity :* So the Hiſtory of Pre- 
ternitural Orcurrences,as it may ſerve Won- 
' der or Stiperſtirion not in {0' idictous arid 
frchful a Relation -of the- critical citemn- 
ftancesof Accidents, as/ro- make a ſquare 
Beſlbwhereupon to ereRt the ſteady Pritis 
apts of Philsſophy. | 
-Stxthly, S»ch infolencies in Nature -_ 
#1 th-lunderftand, that the moſt common rules 
if Natordl' Qprration are not without excep= 
ron} ror" her moft known Laws fmply im- 
mw rb1s,” God is able to-overthrow Nature 
vo. felf, by nr” one Natural Cauſe 
[0 
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fer exfork 


REN: TD ad the wok 


Tas, Yardaeeys, (in. Lay xplval : 1: pripls 
Nature t9 Are; "Ny. ED .deliyetr 
vg. it,.to.the wr gs = ork y;morion 

its, ſeveral Parts... All, the Creatures, are 
at God! 's ſteps,all their. Orders and Motions, 
bur che.temporary. Laws which: his infinite 

Lib.x. de Ci jak Ro APPEneer Fen ra ned 

10.1. 46 CO 19d, AUfET) ,Qt the rementig 
= —_— {prodigious haſis of the P Planet; enr,, tells 
$, God Wu haye,men. thence. ER, Se 
64 p ha debere preferibere; that chey,ought 
not. to preſcribe to God, and, that Te, is 
able, Naturam itt longe. alind quam 104 F0g- 
Hum, t |. wvertere & mutares. to. c0 
Rowe, into 2 quitedifferent order and; po- 
ſture. from. what our ſhorter HON Can 
reach unto.;. and that. Yoluntas. Conditars 
condite rei cujuſque.natura.eft,; that, the, nas 
ture of eyery th ng 3s buy the preſent will.of 
its Maker. As. al arbitrary and contingent 
ABenS: .and Events have a kind of certains 
y,.con{idered with reſpect to the knowledg 
of 'God fo all Agents.(as.tg pe ncretfey 
ae. murable and: abitrary,.co conſidered ed ih 

reference;to. the power and pleaſure of C 

All chi reatures are bur {o many, earthen 

vellsſs,, bearing upon. them chtarhivary, þ 

gBres and jump;efſions, of. She gg bIyn 

9s mov ad. 0! bo i bs 


No . "Seventh y; 
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$267 Objttfions aifwey ed? 
""Seventhly;” Te 58 ally 24d a8; OTH 20; 


hs How tances in Nature" ſerve to" foil | | 
fproff the \genertt beauty and tt wo 
= wool Work | 


| chat 5A 6 org: Ef 


(in the language of Plotinus) matter not fly : 
ſubdutd and 11id hold upon by' ormi,'aorh' but 
inh#n&+ the-valne 6 all tho e"cgant* pro? 
po El{where difcovered-th'the Creatis © 
Pvety thing of time ant Vilas inthe 
World [ Proſperity, ANUS L3ebb Eat bans 
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BeantyJ 5 tot contrary ſet ver ar din WI 44 7-14. 


e9 retommend thetigfeobliging atid come!y” 


ies" of- Divine Providenc& 0 "Vir: Aeees” 


and ftefions,”" 


Theſe great wt (and great me cout 
hidden ih” ths 
retafs of 'theDivitie Mind) offeting {6 fit 


ate '{ditie of thoftwhich 
md-eifie/an accondtivft theſe irfegtlar Att 


dentv"(if ar leaſt "bg triny fo ret Evetirs' 
fl -*thouſh 1&8 


falli 


a rule ind law of Ni- 


ture/as irs daily labors) to receive chern, 2nd 
chin wirtonr%ny Tterprites to explain theit 
langitage; 234 kind of Divine Meſſerifers to 


wen 1s news from Hedven; and (as the 
2h to-Daniel) ro make'us underſtand 

- befal' ouwy people hereaftty, i$"to 
reteflog lyes-to' catch a thidow; and, 


like 7 ks to fall in love onely-with the 


ppc 'of -otr *orwn' face'; *fanity* and 
uſed imagination, and to be vain with- 
309 4 20 K 3 ut 


op 


Ohjedtions anforrets. £62 
any A m-the World; :194> | 
Theſe vi oh Obje&iag-mbre eckhae 1 


Ml of, which-appears ta merih.s placdtin- 


derthis head'of ' rational totifideratians% Te: 
is4his- z All the Errors 'ifi-Nature CHRSIVE 
ng; tatianal/actoime. of 'thergſelves lurr hy 
ſuppoſing #h&-nidre then ordinary” Powbr. 
2nd - Preſenice(gt: God with them* Nathte is 
Hind and fatal Agent, 1t'hath nevtherde- 
nor parrerof it ſelf-4anrns-n00:t0' the 
whe hand'69r t6 the left! 1b h it is felt 
ro'the arbirrary'im prefions of 2 
I If, thay. ate: rv, _ 
immediate Pteſence of God to Natwremiift.: 
mucgech into ſalvetheſt\ jrepwarapper- 
res therein, whar mote-phertuding-Richſen. 
be alledped- of any ſich rem poraryfſ84s: 
"obs ob che tommoneHaw ound Rules!of- 
Nature, dieq the- Divin Purpoſe 10/07, 
age fad Scheams of -an"'#pproiching 'jacyf+! 
ies ch ipheful diners en neiſires! 
Fi ching ſentiþle;\qyt/togrrtatgure: 
0d isingent upon! "ſore Rrangemwork|: 
ene Ty ſeerus-to- negle&the-conmilt"ot. 
atute, and-ro. eos 119 Ons blind. 
2nd wnruly. Powers,” 4” 1 4 ApiI{&Et 
To'this-I-anfiver ;-I am "fit {o' -atui& of 
Superſtitions to take ſhelter frgnn/it in A- 
Theiſm, an uiter denial of 'the Power and 
Preſence of God with Agents Natural.” Fo 
£0es a lapeiſticion fear by « profane peglet 


(6s eitien anſwered 


of God, $/te burp an Jdolwith ire taken 


fram, che Aka. All the powers of - Second 


_ Caſes: are derived; Fomy. moderated, ang: 


whengeady io faint and 1 languiſh, retored hp 
the (Gear, Fountyn of Power -apd ' Beings 
Qur@Mmon.;Matner, Zarthy Would-nat,; 
aiper 4O7Many,: labors, appear, {ruittul, and 
beawiful a5-in her. greener years,, dtd not 
God: continuallyirepem rtul of the Earth, 
re-iniarce. itoitgbleiand exbayſted- Powers) 
Colne (5:4 N3ture were nothing bat the 
mote.4&gular, vitlhuey and: 
plications of. his. Power and; Wiſdam),ins © 
ticles-.his Agency. co all che:Qulivaries, and 
Exragrdinaues therein 10 atthibyres ihe 
Thugger, pat-$0; che conreſt..and, jultle gt 


Mechawcal. Ex Þ = 104.20, 


(3:34 7, 


CORHAFICS i: & Gout: oy tothe Ge of Glee Ph. 29.3, 


79 20A not-ther dew af Heaven, bur.che 
MC thaxoot, is Aid! $Q make:tht 
(9 Jegren far the: Cattel.; 1;Þ here 'are thiep 
esrms of familiar qequirence inithe. Erbaick 
Wrikess, of which (4a he ſenſe -they -1iſe 
then) we kayeat. the leoſtatr in..Sacred 
Writ:s,: MIR WIE in their pl cks, Fare 
tang i8;their Politicks, and:Nature in their 
Phyficks ; the excellent, endowments; -of 
the. mind being fliled Graces: nhereing and 
attributed; te the, Divine Spuit.z,,gaod and 


evil Events to the Divine Providence g.a06 
Phyſical; ProduGions to the-Divane. Power, 
This great Machine of the Warld, like a 


K 4 Watch, 


rg 67 
Waith, Ohoegh A covtain very ſtrang _ 


pens GRnS> Eprings ordftionwithin it 
eels; /Carſes|Natoral;mhofeielibba: 
quresiedi coficti them; ty: 
che & views gal bad RIAINES 
uniform anc motions 4 t(theſeh ittd 
be. mbft> 6 and 
woond an-Hand of Power 
he "2nd.Counlel, a heather RandbRill;; 
0 Im ehiirc MOTIONS: hout>timeand- 
| method, «lt i5analltiredi:Tr ruch;: [Tp 49 
Clem, Alex, Ie xmas [ 5: @ 20s] Mpeg; had Sgt! 
Admon. ad Yuan hu donPwayiety 6; 51 Srbrerven gies! 
Gem. p.4. rimegina $-9A0-'0 x99 G- auld} copper the)! 
yneens.” God wry at my ATI. 7 


er ſeg) fower dered ind: then 
= ounds- ded fre the 
Wor 
yet this-harmony'w 


rx Ant lovely havmony)' 
Foy not therChicf tn fiou' ſtnike cime 44d" 
nmiea{ure, moderare-and direct thole:party;: 
which\are apt'to 'be:too quick and/Joud, to: 
move ſoimpernouſly yandunſcaſonib}p tyre: 
diturb-the-harmony fry thewmholey15©- > 
\- Noviekigroaulpreſenovandafite 1 
whereby- God --appears :t6/1cknowled Fin 
ſuccor his own Productions; ſtands: rap" 
_ witha.ſyfhciency' _ kind) in-all:natoral 
THIN ' Agents:toexerttho *operations;|tq purſue! : 
thoſe ends; t0.hold-ſuch-place ibithoutdnhac F 
ai - perſe | 0 Mintain ſuch-regular) figires-and! 


29viol colors, 


$2#5 A4112ly perpetaa y 


Ohjctiides bY bn 6; 4 


not laſt tong/; | 


$48.) 0fetdidne anflbacr 


an appointed them-unco;5-T Here! i io! 
we all #83 Second Ganſes, roworkatter” 


ing \reliet \fts elf. doth's but maki 


| more-fedble-und;putioee/cmnſes:g: 


' do6lexert thauſelves uccording! as/Hortve tom! 


cdlors paveven their MNeaG. yr. baws 
fealed tuponitheir fever] | 


4p unbodied Art in-Newurepant” 


nn —_ 'of thoſe: qrimaive' & 
fovetulranksf 450 98+. 

— VAb orbits; xr 706 conv ciy' ven £28 wy 
ons) (1-0 /ngpias, urea pus Sptilnuh Day 
v1 6Px9m | Ned) 6 þCBY09 0669 mip 3g0 
rigugse) vftiam; faith Plotizmsci Bor the fe" 
minab Reaſon operates! in: the | mattev:y+ any | 
that mbi ns Hons \unaturatiy\is either. 
Underflanding »u8r Jenſey bat oncly NY 
to\truxs firms the' Matter; oF Ripong" 

4 firimt\ or. form" as vin TED OO 

terah:eoaltancy: and.matformity: of Ageirts*: 

Neturab\in their | Produttions: Op mIns 
ok&g and! that iPower, which Arcohath by" 
applicatiowiof ſormd taor@'porent; t&-bineÞ” 
and countermant} che'weakerefforrs of {dime 


wrochiim!: 

ſome -native:and- — powers! aid” 

ſpriogs/o8-mhorion in>rhing rhino} <h0ug ongh (like 
ſeP 


rineiptes'- 


rp: 


lotin. Enne> 


wh, 17 


wk muy 


L.z .xonb 
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cidigent.and.yarying circumſtances Md'otcdly, |, 


ſonkmay determine.) And'therefore i 


pturs ive find the: Poxwer/of God inticlediggD- 


(a. 147.18, 
vt. 8. 3. 


Fila effect 3n one! phace,whicty feetiowhelpp op otut 


21010) relolved 


FE chore. weregot fomgintriniieh ;$ cane ang} 
eapacity;in Secand-Caulgs for, the, pipdyin; 
Cas Eflects.weſee:them gelivered, of, 


J 
but: by difguizedMi: -acles;i and by 
— iglennd needleſs odleeuit3,ouhile-conveyed £0: 
GR x "_ inſuch;'multiterious. ſubordinations..of 
Hoſ.2:21." 'theny s,o God firik-brarens the: Heavens and, 
rhenthey the Zanthuand #he; Eanth the Gorys 
abgi the Fine rand they> through many incetr 
mediaze preparations and diggſtions, rhe attr 
wgs of indigent:Natures Refides; the 5lylh 
heroes Ge AztiGcer ould beiregdred rm 
eprodch, af afterall choſe Criticiſms of Gtbn 
Lex ſunns 0 obſervable inthe fexeral-pares rob 
eſſentie atque Grear Engine, 'the:W old, they thould, 
Where havbede he-ſo jinnicddy: and Hkheohuivedyay 
 rerumſecat &@ tgheclufficient it08 n9-motion without ahe 
"roomy arr 020 <5p ae epi 
xray 2 txaine and maNageo-t! S933 1 003 VIQI 
What. it iswhith inſtucs:the- rant 


Deo indita, ex y15 


anions aw: mares0;the gneatGenter of heavyuBodige; | 


1% rerum va- 3d: inthe dir arr 40 <aR;,oh71 


bp flip 18s ( 
= inpjeare).'v 


20 Nt 


rietas emergit 
& conflatur, 
cogrtationem 
ern 
perſiringere 
poteſt , fubire 
vix Lag 6 


'whatthe rr is, == 
abiec 


Oby e6htons a Wsy F 
reſptygd:into abeforce of Natwreinguorheri, 


efings.would {cemvrn: he:derivgd, | 


on tin ©> nm 


(54 | 
bt: 66-bear out :rhematter: into ſickmuils. 


fatn and elegant figuresy.[even blindfald:y 
xe-tediqus,, perhaps- deſperate »inquiniesg 
things: +»hith thiwgh' 4: wiſe man think 16 
hnow, yet ſhall he not be able readily 46 find; 
Ir:may ſuffice. t.0ur> purpoſe: ro ſay; this 
thete are; powers and meaſures-of Apetation. 
afiginally-impreſt. ppon":che'diſtin&t Orders 
of things, which- exarr chemfelves accatd-/ 
ing/as-the capacity ob-matrer, and'athtr.taus 


table occafions may” deternune 'and aBlowy -- 


and chat..cheretare/ t' may be aq; ſicablececs 
General Nature, that up6n'the interpoſeiof 


ſuch impediments; the motions of -Canſes - :. 


be eccentrick,;and Prodactions monſtrous; 
as that'a/Stone, glancing againſt-a wall ih it 
daſtent; ſhould $orſake 113 aniore natural and 
dire&; atid aake ro an oblique- aud! fencing 
morion'z or' that'a Seal; thould -makerude 
ad-imperſec-itnages wheh-ie meets mich 
clay too lictle-or: top churkth' rd -anfiverits 
ju{tproportions. Not, beeenſe we diftinetly: 
appretiend-not-what- chofs-patent:andirhe> 
thodick Principles of Qperarion in Stcand 
Canſe#are itymadiztely-£& bereſalved, tato; 
not how tht Plaſtick Powetn Plants a 
Animals is enabled withoue che difcipling/ 


Att''toditecd it (lf; with f0 general'r:0004 = 


ſtancy'to ſach-cometyand equal figures and 
motions; ate theſe eo be denied; any more 
then the tatural Principle -at-all-chote Hit 


and 


FE wa. 
«a 4 + 4&4 & 


a _ ah FAT if 


and ſilbtll mibriv os) finders vii 
tanlf?Secaufe'they give a Phitof8pher? 
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| makiy peiplex'&and troubleſom” Speculati- 


0ns=The ſun of 'all-is" this; AS Oy 

4 neceffary; corinexion berweeti rh Pri 

/ of © Mun, 484 tht inſpiration vf the Almigh- 

- in" Wiſdom ;*berweeh the'planting Fo 
Ts the intrlaſraf God; in the Church”; 


akine of the Watthwian;," 4 
60's" Rates 6: Me be 


111 rok 


int of the City, iithe Stare; 'be- 
Prov.10.4522- tween'rht4 Seſ BUN, and Got's Fin Fong, 
out Citlines 3 between the Sword of } 
A | an 4, ant if « Fen: iu War $0 Reeve 
Pla.204.30. Fl + ptr of Natayy Bur: of God, in the'Cre- 
| ation?" (art: thetefore the Poer!: as niert bf 
| his Profeſſion anciently were, *was at orice 
4 | Divin-and Philolbpher, when atttibicins 
| the equa! Motions anic Powetsin this Grefr 
ton Spivirus iltus ales 4 norife'e- 
the ts be denied, bectuſe the*aMNnce®'df 
; theone; md thenative powers of the'dther; 
inane! __ ae iti'thei raed and tonfiexion {0 bit 


—_——— Ny PONNENS definite in'rh6f 


tha oceali re ofafice rhe 
Mind,” oa npoomeyin UN En \ſht- 
Rear "il of: Wide in eh Fathlly, 
defeatitr eh Rady fOYHSWRAKAb(e" br In 
rerrdption of 'PByPcat "ay be'ts* OY 
potted b * Piodigy'in tes PR 
ha, = _ Flt beet" GI Cefn = 
þ fate th A cumehr BYell'as Sie MeYT 
THOR! {RT further 


bh abjedtion anfoecths. 


5! 

f; areas Fhat dings al but ſeemitg;a, 
;| be Racer of thing FEY = 
ber onrend againſt, that they ſeem H 
F Coſtes and. ingroſs the ſacred; tegard 
"IT ; o nj the Providence of Si wal 
5 | anomalous, Productigns . in. Na ure, AS 
; pF nor 8 


leave very wha 0. conduct 
mgre.comely and regular iffues ;, which yes 
make the, moſt quick and. vigorous. report. 
thveay. as .thoſe Tables which ſhew-rthe 
cleganrelt | features, and moſt. natural. i IMIAs - - +; vor 
; | tions, do far more inhance che art and repu- 
; | ration of the Line, then, the more money 
ſtrous. and, neglect "labors of -his Pencil, _ ___ -. 
What. cheap .choughts rhe great Philoſo- 3 
Ph, d for this humor in men, appeats, ſuf- 
eek from what. Maimonides .hach. ey 

Sha as.the ſum of his Perſwaſion, j In, I&- 
Peay To Divine Providence : Quicquid 
videt in.corporibus caleſtibus eſſe ordinart- 
us conſuctum L frequens, immutabile & in- 
corruptibile + quicquid item in rebus, natura- Maimonil. 
libus ordinarie fiert, neque niſi rara &. extra- Mor. Neves. 
or dinarie mutari aut ceſſare, in ills onnibug*3' © 7: 
Providention Divinam agnoſcit.. Quicquad 
atten. pidet , non_ ſemper, neque ordinaric 
\ fiert zn-individes ſpecierum, tum vegetabi- 
lium t enimaliym, torumque iterum wel 
My ARP vel. irrationalium-, ae eo Aicit : 
quod per. accidens fiat & ſme Providentia, Di- 


Ping z, Auin imo. opinatar, oth Foo: 
z/t it TETY 


+4 
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SA 0bjelhios _ Lok 
ftſmod: rebus efſe impoſſibilem. The fores }| 
fs which words Jef That whatſoever; iy 


 the'whole compaſs of heavenly or ſublunary 


Beings, mas tommun, ordinary, immutable, 4 
Divrne Providence was to be acknowledord 
in : but in all irregular and exorbitant iſſts, 
i wa impoſſible 16" tonetive 's Providence | 
conctrned, but that they were wholy to be at- © 

tribmted to Chance and Fortune, Which'O- 
pinion (if it were Ariftorle's) contains a far 
More” judicious Error-,.-then that- which 
ceacherh'men to ſtart and ſtare onely ar'the 
Monftrofines and Singularicies of Narare, 
as the famous Inſtances of - Divine 'Provi- 


dence, and that upon pain and peril of a 


brand of Atheiſm, if they value their Un- 
derſtindings id far as firſt to ask a ſolid Rea- 
fon why, © | 


\ 
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e 
: 
' An Anſwer tothe Jeveral Scriptures atledged = 
f 


in favor of the adverſe Opinios., 


"The fir ft 6 bes Mit.16. 3. ſpeaking of Signs of Times, 
anſwered, by ſhewing the. greas diiparity uf, Signs, things 
fipnified, the Tiones © ken-ofy and: the Pordas Faken to, 

in 'that Text, from thoſe concerned in this Argument, 
- Difficulties in every Science, - with the Reaſon thereof. 
The vole Joel 2, 30. vindicated from the 


wy” 


corrupt gloſſes of the Atverſaries. The Dayof the Lord 
FS haw underftodd tn Scriptitre. Mighty changes in States 
| i deſcribed by the Eaſtera,N ations by great Alterations un 
the Creation. Maimonides 4nd Anemidorus cited for 
proof thereof : and alſo by the ſacred Writers, and why. 

ropbecies bave gradual zccompliſhnonts. The Prophe- 
cy vf- Joel when accomplifh'd; The third Scripture Lak. 
21.1, ſpeaking of Earthquakes, @c. before the Defo« 


its; deftrufion made choice of as Jeem' 40 have 4Natural 
Cauſe ? The petutiar circumſtances of thoſe Earthquakes 
noted. Pious frauds in Religion uſcleſs and dangerous. 


Aving thas driven this Opinion from 
all its little Holds, it remains now 
that we beat it from its Fort- Royal [ the Au- 
thority of ſacred Scripture, which ſeems 10 
Peak favor for #,] Now the firſt place of 
Scripture I take notice of, preſt ro the fer 
vice thereof, is that ſpeech of our Savior,” 
{ Mar, 16, 3. 

Ze Hypocrites, ye can difcern the face uf 
the Sky ; and can ye not diſcern the Srens 
of the Times ? 
In, which words our Savior intimates, that 
as 


0 
Lek Jen Obem enforr largely : why ſuch Signs of 


th 


Objeftions anſwered. 


ſulced the convenienctes of common life, by 
appointing ſome certain Signs of the Seaſons 
enſuing. ſo hath he alſo in his Providence 
aſliſted the happineſs and advantage of our 
Civil and Spiritual life, by ordaining ſome 
Signs of the Times, whence we may be able 
ro make Criſis of the iſſue of things: and 
that it isagreatinſtance of folly in men, that 
they are ſuch able Interpreters of the vari- 
ous lines in the face of Heaven, but ye 
uncapable, and ſtupidly inobſervant of thole 
rational- figns and intimations of the ſtate 
and condition of the prefent or future times 
of the Church, Now then what Signs: of 
Times can more plauſibly and rationally be 
aſſigned then Prodigies, which che heavieſt 
men can obſerve.and the wiſeſt cannot readi- 


ly define to what end ſome of them(Comets 


eſpecially and new Stars) can ſerve, unleſs 
to point out to the World a difference of 
Times, 

I anſwer, Scripture (like over-preſt 
Grapes ) gives a very ungratetul caſt. and 
ſenſe, when preſt beyond its caſte and native 
intent and purpoſe : that ſo the preſent Text 
is, will appear, it theſe four particulars be 
duly attended unto ; | 

.Firſt, The great diſÞarity of Signs - The 
Signs whereof the Text is underſtood, were 
Signs of a Moral nature, ſuch as were che 
lapſing 


0.7, 
as God in the Works of Nature hath con. 


- the ge- 


on ot Sr 


Fr2 Os ty jams the lapfing gr Gg- 
rermine pr form Kings t to pi fronrDukes 
\ Sanhedrins, om chem 10! the- Ro- 
*Fhere haying been no Kings types of 
ter David? ind Solomon (6xcept He- 
K's {dmitred, 2 candidate for.that ho- 


| Os | 

\.'Ehis vaniſhing ſplendor of * the fice-of 
aj es ="be ng whereof he,was the 
þ \ vas 2 ſign TR the Sees Righte- 
neſs Was how xiling. under whom a ſtate 

- more . ſpiritual and T 22" Glory was 
= to obtain, Beſides, they. were Signs 
long bebbre ſpoken, of , and ot ſacred and 
Rog inſtitutiort.; ſuch as were the de- 
parting. Gn. 2 good degree at leaf) of the 
Scepter From, Fudah ,' the near expiring of 
Danitl'S weeks , the coming of Fohn the 
Baptiſt in the ſpirit 0 Elias,” To which 1 
add, they, were Signs: miraculous , mighty 
Wonders (every way equal to choſ upon 
which the credit of the Moſaical Diſpenſa- 

L 
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0bjettions anſwered. $.7,) 
ions byes SA Perſon 


” 


Wheneas tlie Ss AE EAA L PO 
"Ie FRB S ot:\any Moral :rarute; 
(peaking nor to the Rawſon, but.zhe Pan 
men,)-heither werentiey ever: foretald; 


(God: doth not now. 2ppexr & far $0 valas 
the Woild, en promils-the Prefages of a 


ther any.;clinge' in fron 
ye. rol yet 2re. th hy firaculpus, the pry 
of Narure;jn fucks a.colcidehce of 


wa Ana teach che | Noa ay 
| ns $1908..." 
2. he bſparity of 'ihings frgnife; 7A 
_ — td 
a, as the $:of t Eyening 
The d; that & Py. 
wherein a-Kare big big ant ood eno 
title of the' Kingdoms arg Wa foi 
place. ./Befides, thay matters 
narrowand private refer 
great Peiſon, or the, commencing of ſorne 
petty War) bur of a catholick concem,ſkch 
wherein the felicities of Few » ard ;Gentile 
were bound up,. matters bis enough; far-che 
{olemairy of a ſign to preface a bring'9n, 
The 


| Wo 
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07 


Ye TW 0 90 EL, PS ies © 0. 0-20 3 


oO CO OW” SY yy MOTIF 


6.7. Objettions anſwered, 


The* things ſignified were alſo matrets of 

ge \importance'y' as; 'That Jeſus whe the 
promiſed Meffiah 5 that aff the'ſhadows and 
Rites'of the Law were to expire and conclade 
(like the PF&xix in a neſt of Spices) 5» the 
Graces, Truths and Glories of the Goſpel- 


fate ; that the wall of partition. was now to 


be rakes away; and all Nations to own thens- 


ſelves Brevhren under one common Father, 


Theſe things all 'men were concerned \to 
know and believe; and cherefore God tawghe 
thety by great: Signs, as well as excellenc 
Preachers! Whereas Prodigies are ſuppoſed 
the figs onely of wrath and/judgments, 
which yet often furprize'men (nor unfitly 


147 


thetefore'Riled Gods arrows, which give a P32. 144.6, 


fra”; bur withal a fadden and” a fikenc 
wound,) and-befides are pretumed to come 
forth-to ſerve. ſome worldly and: lictle ends, 
ntereſts,” and Opinions, which men eafrly 
peſfivade themſelves Heaven hath eſpouſed 
with as ttiach paſon as themſelves, 
'' 3, The diſparity between the Times ſpoken 
of ih that Text and ovr own; The Times 
there interided were Times rather preſence 
then furure ; Times wherein the AMoſaical 
Occoromy, brought on with mighty ſigns 
and ' wonders, was to determine 5 Times 
wherein the Churcli was ro be put under an 
knmucable form of Adminiſttaciow ( ftiled 
therefore the /aff Times in Seriptmre,) Now 
L 2 neceflary 


0bjettions anſwered, 6:7; 
neceſſary it was.that fome'remarkable Signs 
of 'thoſe Times ſhould be given forth in 
Scripture, 'that ſo the Age. wherein that 
mighty change ſhould fall. mighr the better 
acquieſce therein, and reft aſſured from the 
ſacred Chara&ers of the Time, that they 
did not antedate the promiſed Goſpel-Jubt- 
lee : and ſucceeding generations might-have 
the mote ſecure a faith of the exhibition of 
the true Meſf;as, becauſe obſerving all the 
Signs of the Times to which he was pro- 
miſed, exactly confpiring in thoſe wherein 
he was exhibited, Whereas all the changes, 
which: chequer-and vary the'Times of the 
World now, are of no name and reckoning, 
' incompare with this famous Period : And 
befides, are of frequent occutrence ; for'the 
World is ſo acquainted with Civil changes, 
that I ſhould expe& a Prodigy rather. to 
give notice of ſome days of fetled Tran- 
quillity, to which the World 1s the greateſt 
ſtranger : But the Times the Text ſpeaks 

of are ſuch as never ſhall return'again,  . 
4..The diſparity between the Perſops.'to 
whom thoſe words were ſpoken, and our ſelves, 
The Fews were a people ſo uſed to Signs, 
that the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor,1,22, The 
Fews require a Sign : And it was the vul- 
gar Opinion arnongſt hem, that as all ex- 
traordinary Prophets were to ſeal their 
Commiſſion with a Miracle ; ſo all Events 
20 EXtra- 


6.7, objections anſwered. 149- 
extraordinary were to be foreſhewn by a 
Sign, Hence the Fews come to our Savior 


n with that confident demand , What Sign 16 
+ | ſheweſt thou unto us, ſeeing that thou doeſt all * 
« | theſe.things ?' Foh.2.,18, And the Diſci- 


y ples (upon the credit of this common con- 
ceit) no ſooner hear our Savior foretel 
ſtrange Events in reterence to Feruſalen 
F | and the Temple, but they preſently ask 
him, What ſhall be the Sign when all theſe Mu.13.4. 
things ſhall come 10pef ? God perhaps gave 
them-Signs, to aſſure them that the Evils 
which betel them azoſe not out of the duſt,but 
came upon them from the fore-appointing 
Counſelsof God, whoſe favor they had in- 
groſs 'd; and to awaken their dull and 
worldly minds to a lively ſenſe of his Juſtice 
and Providence, But now,jin the broad day- 
light of, the Goſpel, it is expected that we 
ſhould not need awakening by any ſuch Mo- 
nitors into a ſenſe and aw of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, We muſt now believe without a Mi- be 
racle, poſſeſs our ſelves in peace without a ; 
Sign, and derive our Repentance not from 
mighty Earthquakesand Prodigies, but from 
an ingenuous and underſtanding ſenſe of Sin, 
To all :this we may ſuperadd, that (admit-+ 
ing. S, Luke to-expound S, Matthew) our 
Savior's ſpeech plainly.appeats to have had- 
norteference at all tro Times in general; \bur: 
to that 1famous Seaſon of Time" then eur<. 
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© 150 Objethons anſwered, - 7; 
rent: LZnk.,12.56, Te can diſcern the fare of 
the Sky, but how i it that ye diſcera not Tit 
TY \XAp3Y's this eminent py 25 the 
words import, I ſuppoſe now-thar the light 
of what hath been ſaid 'vpon this Text of 
Scripture, is fufficient to chaſe away all ſha- 
dowof argument from it, to abet any ſuch 
Signs of Times as our Adyerfaries plead it 
in favor of. a. 

And what though (as the Objection fur- 

ther urgeth)we ſhould be forc'd to return 

a non liguts in reference to the true ends of 
Comets-and'new Stars,'Or any other Prodt- 

gies, ſometimes diſcovered to the World c 

muſt we therefore conclude them but- a ſort 

of more glorious ampertinencies in Nature, 

unleſs they ſerve our -curiofity ,” by being 

made Sens of Times ? 'Is it ſuch news to 

hear {0 Ne a Creature as Man is, paſt his 

depth £ We find the Almighty poſirig of 
Fob,almoſt through every Science; In Geo- 

2-16 Wetty; Knoweſs thou the ballantines of the 
4 370 dong # — re th are the fabdemes j# the 
Earth faffned for who hath laid the corner- 

ftone thereof? Tn Natural Philoſophy ; Haſt 

thou entredinto the Springs of the Sea or haſt 

thou walked in the Garch of the deep ? Haſt 

Verf.16, & thou entrew-tuto the treafwres of the Snow ? 
2: ' I Opticks; Where # the wiy where Light 
: amelleth, aud as for Darkneſs, where i the 
Pheve thirwof.f By what way # the” Light 


parted, 


Ke 
# +, 
"3 1 . 4s 


& 4 £ O_ whe FROM BL IJ 
Arkh, vi WHAC RING. #8 , Bf 
T7 mn the Earth g In. A ltrogamy, Canſt 
e | #how:bring.. forth. Mazzaroth is. his ſea- 
t | ſon; oricanf then; guide Arcturus, with his , 
f Sons:£ | | Kyowe hos, the Ordinances of Hea- 
- | ven, canſt thou , ſet the, damanion = 6 32,33: 
1 af: in#he, Kartb ? :1Ja Arichmetigk ; Who 
- | canmupber the,Clauds ju wiſdom? | Fe Na- 
tural Hiſtory , Knoweſt thou the time when 
| the mild Gaats of ;the-Rackwring. farth ? or 939% 
| canſt. theu mark whey che Hingrigh: calwe.? 
, God; will have ſome, things m Nature .un- 
| Karchable, as 9 hjde pride from:yan, 1 tt 
diſcover himſelf rofum : tor-itrmuſt needs 
be; preſumed- that all. theſe Myſteries came 
ra from, .and arecomprehended by ſome 
Firſt Mind and Mighty Wiſdom... it 
Weare urged gext with the wards of he $0Chap-3.14, 
Prophet Foel, Chap.2.39,$1,;- 
I. elf ew Woxders jn the Hy avens, w- of 
e Earth, blood and fire » 6nd wa 
pry Seve I'S 
21 T he S#9 ſhall be twrncd into darkmeſe, ad oe 
. the Moon into bloodybefore #hbe great wud 
., . terrible Day of: the Lord comes: . | 
\\ v.4\ The. ;Day of the Lord Bear , the, Sun wed | 
the Moon fhall be darkned, uynd ihe Stats 
« ſhall withdraw their ſbining + Fran «£-_ 
+ Which words. thole Aifs 2,149,430, 8 © OO”, 
; .» batrowed,,, 
yHQ which, may bs added, \ hecauſs.gf a 
_> L 4 likeneſs 


Wetthins ape $. 7. 
| tkenefs of expreſſion, that Place; Dub? 


25526. CG On Tn 


- Aud there ſhall be Sivr; in the KG ant 'n 


7 "The Afton, upon"'Eurth tftreſs of  Nati-. 


©" ons; mth" 'p erple xity,\" the Stu and"the 
SELETS nies tat '_c 
ns Ee as hearts.fuiling' thens] oy for ar for 
: looking" fiery thoſe" things which are 
IN = cg hee Barth,: Jo rhe Powers of 
nevielg”* * Hebuashtkbe fhukew) 
Scias, onmnem inwhietnfonges 'Seriprutfe;by by thi Day 0 hay 
& clem,quo Pea 5 lie we-rtiuft fnderftacid #othe ſpecial day 
Pagan of vengeance?" it - being” ufual 2 ſacred 
| —— Writ (as Tome! of 'the Hebrew Dottors ob- 
20957 ;, ſerve) to /intitle days eminent for any unu- 
Fea tin” foal expredions of divine fevor or diſpies 
_ m4 ſure, Days'of the Lora + whereas we find 
Gilem. Joel x, ENS day prefac'd and foretold by ſuch pro- 
x1-Maimonid. digious OCCUrrences 4s ealily reſolve thein- 
NS {elves into Cauſes Natural, | 
See Dr. Ham- iI-anſwer;-Leamed Expoſitors omeally 
—_— nk underſtand. thoſe places not 'in' any literal 
v.25. Yenſe; buriteceive-rhem all as ſo many” Pro- 
phetica! Scheams of-fpeech(inſtances where- 
$Jer 4-24 , Of. are of moſt familiar vecurrence- in+ the 
Joel i MB '2-Prophers\): expreſſive of ſome wonderful 
Iai.13.10. [Evils:thortly to afflict the- World : as they 
- Encke$, is, do alſo, onthe. contrary, the Promiſes of a 
Rev.6.12. -28W: Heguin<oid. 4 new Earth,' the increaſe 


_ Dr of-the light /of. the Sun and of ' tht" Moon;' Ot 


39320, Of 23- Plating of the” Heaven j land laying" tht: 


founda- 


% 
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foundations of #he Earth," Tſai,51.16. 'bur 


- And © Maimonides (one' of the moſt Jearhed riunrur, nuf- 


WA objettions anſwered. 15+ 7 Y 


as ſo many figurative expreſhons of fome 

white-and 'gladſom days ſhortly ro ſucceed, 

Iſai, 65,17, 18. Particularly the learned : 

) haypybnyh | —— .b Locutiones 
b-Grotixs is ſo ſecure of &figurative ſenſe of ; +. jc calig- 
ſuch places, that he tells us,-they-are never ne Solis & 

to be expounded in all FOO to any other, Lune multts - 


in locis repe- 


and ſober Doctors of the circumciſed Na- 9am autem 
tion) uponi' occaſion of ſuch kind of Pro- 9 (37 
pherical Scheams. of fpeech-occurting” in rate. In Mat. 
[ſaiah, foretelling the ruine of the pubyle- por mems 
niſh Kingdom; expreſſeth himſelf to my* Mor. Nevo. 
ſenſe in Jangnage- which would be thoughr Es. 
r00-peremptoty and rude for my lips':: Ne- 5905 
que quenquanm puto ita 1g norantem, Carum, 

litereque parabolarum, & narrationum hiſto- 

ricarum, vel Oratoriarum, addittum Wk e, ut 

exiftimet, ftellas , calum , Incem Solis & 

Lune, mutata eſſe, wvel' terram de centro” ſus 
motam;quando deſtrattum fuit regnumPBabel, 

Verum repreſentat nobis tota hec narrativ fta- 

tum ( conditionem Hominis vitt,' cut lux 
omnr'atra, dulce amarum, 110 cut terry ni- 

mi anzuſfta, & calum ruinam minitari vi- 

detur,' The Tranſlation whereot muſt, for 

brevity; be omitted; And indeed ſhould we 

expound them literally, we ſhould ſoon ho- 

nor the falls of great men, or deſtru@ion of 

Cities, withgreater or as great Wonders as 

attended the-Crucifixion of our Savior,  Be-' 


- ſlides, 


ibid. p.265. 


d Oneirocyit. 
1,2, c.36, 


\ Eges,axhbar Hiſtories ever mention any ſuch 


" tee, a5 .the-literal ſenſe. of, theſe Places 
would. introduce ataith 

Now.the Prophets: 2G thus. codeliver 
Cong elves, tor dome. ar: all. of theſe, Rez+ 
OUS 

2. Becauſe i was-che cabom of the Ba- 
ſtern Nations:co deſcribe great and,mighty 
ſtorms and troubles ina Srare in ſuch, phraſes 
2 9+ + 'The darkning of. the Hem: fel: 
ling of the;Stars, ſhaking of the Earth, fining 
away of the Mountains, &c, $0 Maiwonides 
aſſures us, in choſe: words3: {pud: 7 aber, 
de 60, Cui fingulare aliquod infortunivm Acci- 
dit, dicitur , quod calum. iÞfius in terra con- 
verſuen fit, vel ſuper Lerram tj us: Gectaergt, 
And 4 Artemiderus (whole interpretations of 
the various .images and Egures. the, Fancies 
of..Men ze ſeal'd withal.jin Dreams, are 
uſually meaſured and directed by :the.xe- 
ceived Opinions, Cuſtoms, Phaſes, T radi- 
tians,, common Hieroglyphicks i in.;thoſe el- 
der Times, the knowledg whereot is the 


\ biggeſt end, that Book X Vanity can Wir 


niſter uaro)/ tells us, "Hu. jeff A, vr 
Pauju(On, n papers, Tho Types % 
y1r62).*, The Sun repreſented in 4 Dea 
Serra , 87 ſomewhat bloody > ar) _ 
wh heat a:kind of murmur, & an iviage 


which ſucceeds very wabappily. 40.44 In, 
n 


ations inthe frame. of- Nis. 
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$.7- Objections anſwered, | ys © 
And *el{where, Over qgwmimiorne Bn odei , oi 
of aieþes tow age vos, 76 «ÞariCopuot' moA- juſd. th. *. 


2048 S2af-or ofler*" Neither 'ore whe 
Stars repre Jeated or foltng to the Barth, or 
vaniſhing away, good maications ; but rather 
foretel* tht deftruition of many men, And 
this, becauſe the ancient Eaſtern Nations 
(from whoſe Books he profeſſeth ro: have 


| borrowed/his pretended Rules to inflact the 


Jaterpretation of- Dreams) uſed to'expreſs 
great Plagues and Calamuties in the World 
byſach kind of vehement and Parabolical 
Expreſſions. | 

2.' Becauſe theſe being the moſt remark- 
able and glorious Bodies inthe World, ter- 
rible alterations it them ſeem the moſt pro- 
per repreſentatives of mighty changes and 
alterations in Kingdoms, 

3. Becauſe the terible judgments of God 
_ the Babylonians, Egyptians, Fews and 

ſtinate Gentiles (ſet forth in ſuch expreſſ- 
ons) were bur litele images and ſcheamsof 
the laſt and dreadful judgment ; and there- 
fore not unfitly character*d by fuch horrors 
m the ſeveral parts of the Creation, as ſhall 
really aſher that laſt and great Day of which 
they were che Types. "ih 

£4" Becauſe theſe are expreſſions mighty 
and'yehement ; and ſo, very expreſſive of, 
and\urable unro, that hot and vigorous 119+ 


prefliou which the Spit of Prophery mack 
HILLY 


upon 


| - 26 


Iai.7.25. 
Jer.47.5. 


De Augm. 
$cient. |.2, 
C11, 


Dan. 11.31. 


12.11. 


Mat. 24.15. 


0bjedtions anſwered, &.7, 


3:..-  , upon the:minds. and imaginations; of: thoſe 
+. holy men which were acted by it, 


- 5. Becauſe that. anxiety and perplexity 
of mind, which ſhould attend the, plagues 
coming. on men,-was: to be as great almoſt, 
as if they ſaw the'Eye of Heaven, the Sun, 

out, and the Earth to tremble under 
them,.and the whole Creation become but 
one great Prodigy. 

Now, 1a this figurative ſenſe, the words 
(it: is: thought) were accompliſhed in their 
firſt and original intention, when that great 
miſery was brought upon the Earth by Ng- 
buchodonoſor , and they received. a further 


degtee of accompliſhment (as S, Petey .inti- 


mates A&s 2.19,) under the Romans, when 
the Land, which was but ſhaven before by 
God's hired Razors, had an utter baldneſs 
brought upon -it (touſe the expreſſion of 
the Prophet) and it ſhall have irs fulfilling 
in the outmoſt latitude of its ſenſe at the 
Day of Judgment (of which ſome. Inter- 
preters ſoly underſtand it,) Prophecies have 
their gradus & ſcalas complementi per diver- 


ſas mundi etates,(as the Lord Bacon ſpeaks;) 


the laſt day on*ly is that true TAngoug: m9 

ove, fulneſs of time, wherein they thall be 
compleatly fulfilled, God often draws ſtmi- 
lar and parallel lines of. confuſton over dit- 
ferent Times and Places, whips many.{tub- 
born Children with the ſame'Rad. As there 


are 
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$274 objettions anſwered, 157 
are/in Nature, na eadempue Nature veſti- Vid. Verul. de 
gia aut ſignacula diverſis materits & ſu > 
ai impreſſa, ſymbolizing impreſſes . and.” ©*' 
ſeals ſtamp'd upon very different ſubjects; 
ſo,in- Providence, fimilar Bleflings and.Judg- 
ments upon very diſtant Times : and there- 
fore-Prophecies of rhe ſame Mercy or Judg- 
ment may have their repeated. acromplih- 
ments. & 2{1þ; 
There is -one place of Scripture. more 
which may ſeem to ſome to requzre, perhaps 
to refuſe an Anſwer; viz, that Zuk,21,11, 
where our-Bleffed Savior, foretelling thar 
large line of confuſion- to: be ſtrerched our 
upon the Holy City, and whole Nation, of 
the Fews, as a precedent fign thereof, tells 
his Diſciples, Great Earthquakes ſhall: be 57 
divers places, and Famines, and Peſtilen- 
ces;&c, Now Earthquakes have beennum- 
bred with Prodigies Natural. . ' 
Lanſwer, Firſt, When God hath once ſeal- 
ed them by his ſanttion and inſtitution, Pro« 
digies natural may be regarded as the hgns tf 
Events arbitrary and ſupernatural. Gods 
Bow (without aſtring) in the Heavens, is 
to us a Sign, that the World need never fear 
periſhing by any ſuch fatal Arrow as once 
wasſhot out of the Clouds, An «nwverſal 
Deluge, although it be owing to a natural 
and neceſſary cauſe ; as being, by Gods-in- 
ſtirution, advanced 'to the dignity of a Sign 
® 


x Sam. 12, 


Luk. 21.7. 


cold Fu ople; rhat,as - exp = of his 
t4 ure againſt chem for askits of @ 
"770k He would ſend Fhunder nd” Rain 
(ings ir themſelves natural; except it'be 
faid rhat the peculiar condition of rhat' Sex« 
fotr and Climate made them approach ro/# 
Miracle) 'it- was' 4 religions fear with which 
the People entertained their coming, ''God 
may'a ' the crowing of a'Cock{at ſach 
ar inſtant of time): to be one of his Signs; 
So; when the Diſciples had asked a Sipn of 
their Lotd, when all his PrediAtions-concerts 
ing the Temple and' Nation ſhould conte'ts 
pals, and*he hit mentioned amongſt others 
great Earthquakes, they were then preferfed 
4'kind of Sacraments and Prophetick Symi- 
bols of the tertible ſhaking" of the Fewiſh 
Worthip and Poſity now approaching, And 
indeed when the great wickedneſs and ſe&1i- 
fity of that” genetation had \merited;; thar 
chac faral time ſhould falls 2 ſpare now al 
tem that then dwelt on the Earth; ſuch Signs 
as feemed co htve a'in#tural cauſe (as Earth- 
tes,  Famines, Peſtilences,' and the” y7- 
phias which hung over Feruſalew) appeated 
che moſt proper indications thereof a9 which 
(becauſe hapning ar that crime, atid'wn chat 
otder) might fafficiently warn and alatte eſte 
obſervant Chriſtians, and-ſull faſter @fleep 
the more Atheiſtical and incredulous op of 
that 


bo objettions anfwircd, 6.7, 
of -Grac&and' Favor, Thus when God: hag 
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qo.)  Olbjettions anfwtred. 


that Age: appearing to them buc the nwre 
uufual:Yorks of- interrupred Nature,: To 
conclude! now',: thar becauſe- fome 'Earth- 
nuakes of Gods: appointing. were once. his 
Sem, therefore all are, 15 as inconſequent an 
interence as; this; The Bread and Wine ate 
Signs and., Seals in the' Sacrament, becauſe 
famp'& with 2 Uivine ifticotion ; 'rhetefore 
all 'Bread'.and Wine niay challenge ” the 
fame degree. of - reverence: and regard. from 
Wye cit}: d 04? UAl 

: Secondly, Theſe' Earthquakes had” ſuch 
charaQers upon them, as 'might ſufficiently 
meloſe/ and: diſtingeifrhem: from che com- 
mon'iflues of diſturbed Nature ; As, 
*F,; Therr 'Greatnef{ © The Text ſtiles 
thenr great Earthquakes, It is likely rhete 
appegred-th them more then the bare fofre 
and/mmpatience of fore crude and impriforr- 
ed/yipar,: We'read'ofan Earthquake inthe 
days of #zzt#ah, ſo great and terrible, rhar 


tg 


it was: preferred an'* Epocha in the Fewiſh+ arcs rr, 


Hiſtories: Foſephu reports that ſome far- 
lofgs of the. Mountains about Feruſatem 
were, renit-aſander, and Cities ſwallowed ap 
by it, If Ariffotle Niled rhe Celt4 mad mer, 
becauſe an Earthquake would: ſooner- make 
4 Mountain tremble then them , 'cerrainly 
the tatle' is too little for thoſe which were 
not, [mpreſfive to' ſome fear of God, when 
they:faw him ler loofe che powersand forces 


of 


NP 
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V1d. Gro. 
Not. in Mat. 
C24, COM-7. 


ſome ſuch dreadful. maner, 


2, Their Mu{titude - [| there, were Earth- | 


quakes in divers Places. ] Nature e-1an often 
againſt her biaſs in the fame inſtances, that 
ſo the-effe& might not be. intituled fo, the 
rub.of ſome caſual impediments bur to the 
hand of Heaven. organ Ritecting ity 
And ſhould I here grant (which, I ſee no rea- 
ſon todo)that many.and great Earthquakes; 
in a Continent eſpecially, are a ſignof ſome 
approaching Evil; our Adverſaries could ad- 
vance little upon, the conceſſion, both b 
Naw che example will, I DOME, be. Sound 
an Hetexocſite, and: to: ſtand alone in the 
Hiſtory.o ' Nature; as alſo becauſe-.I par 
5 5 2 would nqt adventure tAC0P 
r or firy Meteor with th 
ſags ah es ( generally, 
_ as he air Es De 
Poe: and Majeſt 
3.::Lheir & 8p IDs The Crear 


\n nw eo l0 


tures Jrould not nouriſh ſuch. Rebels. againſt 


Heaven as . were then upon” Farth, there 
were Eamines.;- the Air retuſed. to. cheriſh 
and refreſh them, there were Reſtilences 5 ; 
the Eyes, of Heaven ſhrunk away, trom ſuch 
hated Objedts, the Lights of. Heayen were 
darkned: the Earth groaned and: ſtaggered 
in a ſort under her vile burden, there were 
Earthquakes in divers places : ſo thae theſe 
ſigns 


0bjetions anſnered, 6. 74 
of natural Agents upon them, perhaps in 


4 - 


6.7. ObjetFions' anſwered: 
ſions might, -asleeters do, (peak that t&/a-' 
plots fear; in conjunttion, which/ they could' 
not ſo-well' have-dohe in ſeparation, i © - 
! 44 Their Divine Preaiftion © There ſhall * 
be Earthquake?;"ad each Earthquake was'# 
Sjon, (not as'am Event wonderfut, -bur '&s av” 
Bveneoterdld' Synl his fiifeeting of rhrteZ 
men; varryins thret Kids nd three lows; 
ind 4 bottle of wine; Wheri he parted: For 
Saivel; might hive been\received with the® 
ſlishtand paſhrig hotices of #eafual arid eomt"" 
mba accident.” Fad - thor been foretold by. 
che Prophet is afisn of Godsfteſaricerwirh- 
hirttfi And thus afy-one of 'thefe:Earthio 
quakes might perhaps have been! recyive®! 
but with the common wonder which any 
rare and prodigious Occurrence calls forth ; 


but becauſe foretold, it was a ſign, when it 


came to paſs, that that Eye of Preſctence 


which-could foreſee an Event which held of 
no ſteady cauſe, did with as much truth and_ 
certainty foreſee that fearful deſolation ap- 
proaching, whereof it was appointed a ſign 
and ſymbol. So that this place of Scripture 
appears to lend as little ſtrength and aſſu- 
rance to that weak and falling cauſe, which 
"ID at it for ſapport, as the fore- 
Y rows what hath been hicherto ſpoken - 
concerning Prodigies Signal Natural, 1t may 
appear, - ny howſoever they may poſhbly 
| M ſerve 


®. 


T Sam. 10. 357. 


"OhjeFions anſmered... &,n." 
ſerye as 2 pretty ground for the Fancy of a 
Poet or an, Orator toideſcant-upon, which 
are to apply themſelyes to'thoſe Powers of 
the Soul '4ffedtion' and Imugination which 
underſtand but lictle;»they-are too. hollow: 
and ſinking 2 foundation to build any Ret | 

us ' Concluſions..upon,)/We maſt 

fins the/Stageihro.life by mimical ge a. 
ind-affeRtions; nor yer "into? Religion by 
 cunningly deviſed Fables} and vyery-a 
Nothing 3. 'Pjous frauds areaikind6f weak 
and impure feet of -olayry "which: will ac-laf 
deceiveand fink under that weighty Body 
of oo. yi which” ever PEO FRG ung 


=; #6. a 


Of Prodrgies Praternatural, 
| C HAP. yn. 


Conterning Prodegits Preternatural, and the 
- ſeveral: kinds of them. | 


L1-the Extraordinaries in'the World, 

i which fall oue by no ſteady Rules and 
Cauies {to ſerye, as I-can,; the diſtinneſs of 
this Diſcourſe) I ſtile: Prodigies Pracerna- 
tara}, 'Now. theſe. Omens are either, of 4 
mare uarrow and confined reference, thought 


'to.coime; forth onely to. the ſervice of {ame 


private-Perſons and little Occaſions, being 
in themſelves of a more private make and 
character ; as the falling of the Salt , the 
tingling of the Ear, the caſaal ruptnre of the- 
Shoo-latchet, the voice of the Screech-owl, 


_—_ to the right or left, odd woices or 


noiſes heard about the houſe in the ſilences of 
the night, Or of u more catholick and pub- 
lick reference, ſuch as are the approach of 
ſome ſtrange kind of Fiſh to the fhoar, *un- 
known pes in the Air, the Apparitions of 
Spirits in frightful forms, the figures of Ar- 
mies and military appointments diſcovered in 
the Air, and many more of the ſame caſt. 
Theſe were anciently and are {till conceived 
the dreidful harbingers of ſome common 
calamity by Wars, Plagues, or the Funerals 
of Princes, Superſtition being a fretting le- 

M 2 proſie, 
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of Prodizins'Þ Faria, M 1 b: 


proſie, of which this Great Houſe will ne- 


vet be perfectly; cured:till it be quite demo-. 


liſhed; I ſhall ſerve choſe flight thoughts I 
have” for chem all in aſhghe ſurvey,of- the 
Original and Reaſon of .cheir {0 catholick a 
regard a and obſeryation, 


——— 
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_ mens, 


45:9: Pn "4 


"Ike VoArhre- of hs Omens; vann :. they na Fs 


Worry in $criptitre. A double account givenof! 
0 g4nd 


.& \ Sregforof the u aff of | ome\Omens in the Jewiſh Nation, 


The znſtances 0 
The uſe 0 yh Lots by Joſhua and Saul for Divination then 

..," warrantable. A water of jeatoufic, why allowed the Jews, 
| N 0 ſuch Omens allowed the | Jews as the. Heathens uſed. 

| Had por pn vanity of. all re gards of them now. \Omens « 

- og ifagn rare the Devil ent»bis Votaries of. old. 
* ſervation of Omens of ia more publick 'reference 

' - Judged an waa} vanity. The profane Opinion the Hea- 


thons bad of-God upon the preſence of any of .them, noted. 
-1 from ſeveral Writers of theirs. 'Khe coil influence, they 
u, bave upon the. minds 0 { on, now. A double; accolint bf 


the great Opinion men then. The greateſt-part of 


+ thethnick, Divinity grounded wppn, Experience without 
+ rule, The Tr of God's giving forth ſome ſhadows and: 


pifures"'d f.. tis. great Works before be ſet about 'them 
ns upon. 4 double Exa0NG; ſuitable Fe, that Per- 


=D inſtanc'd in. 


"He 'Dod@rine of” private Omens, as 
-»K foon' as faſtning/apon my band, 1 
ſhould 


of | them ani0ng the Heathens. The ce ye 

! oPepal po diſbanor:;humane Nyture, and 0 cli "ro: 2a | 
"ance it, in all bs i#ſtitutibns, noted. pure Rites: 

"of. tbe. Euchite, | to what. end; ſubſervient. Pale, The * 


later: Gideoh, Jonathan, confedered: F 
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ir did; ar firſt arife {Bur for. fear'leſt ſome 
weaker* conſtitutions be poiſaned' by it, 'T 
conceive'it a charity to killic before T throw 
itoff. my hand,-:_ :..!-* 4402: 111 


.-How ancient the Uſage of Divininig 'by 


ſuch petty occaſions was, may appear: from 
thar inhibition Zevzr. 19, 26, Te ſhall not 
uſt ) any Divinations , nor obſerve Times: 


- where:the Hebrew word wr, as al{ofits' cor-": 


reſpondents, o:wvigear and avenrare, do im- 


; | port, though not in-rheir Original, in rheir* 
+ | tſe{rhe beſt ſtandard of- the true yalue* of 
words). Omen, qualtcungque captare, pita ex Vid. Gor. in 


ſhould ſhake'6ffi(as the Apoftle did the yes" 
nethgus Beaſt)-and deliver the'Obſervation' 
- of theft tortharſmokeand darknefs whence 


165 * 


ſternutatione;"ex Ocnuli ſubſultny ex PoMrigia locum. 


 Pupta, ex ndinine homins qui. occurrit 'nobis © 
And again Denteron,18,10,wetindalt king 
of Divinations but by immediar&application - 
to Gods Prophets, banih'd the Fewiſh Na- ! 


tion ; both Tought and tendred , in thoſe 
words ; ' There: fhall not be found among you 


Dp, thatis (faith Munſter) Experimen” 


rator qui ſortilegio aut ſtipulations inpeftigut 
num honuy ſit iter arripere, aut opus aliquod 
inchoare; as by the falling of an erected 
Staff this way or that, the opening of a 


| Book upon {uch or ſuch words, and many” 


ſuch-like; of which' Maimonidts at large, 2imomid. de 


And that word win there uſed, prohibits 


+ Tdololat, 6 
(T:11.$Se6 (1 
M 3. _ the 
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of Prodigies Praternatural, \.1, 


' the ſeeking the'knowledyg of 'any thing tu- 


Orig. cont. 
Celſ. 1.4. p. 
228, 


ture by 2 curions arrendince' to any ſingular 
and unuſuatoccurrence'm common life, - 
Now the ſolemn regard of any fach ftn- 
gularities in life,” as Preſages, might' grow 
from the ſubtil Agency of the Great Father 
of impoſture, who by influencing the minds 
of men, and ſometimes Events. of things, 
might-eaſtly (eſpecially when the general 
blindneſs of men made them apt tofwallow 
any gnats and filth) work them'to great O- 
pinions of ſuch Accidents, 7 oe: & aj 
s anmumHa vm + Amp veer ff ar.yemey, 
X 45 Gomn Aw a aurs © vev amr vexre i Orcs 
6m 10 %} mw m1 ng rroniey* To this very end 
and purpoſe that Man might eaſily be abuſed 
and cheated by Devils, at any time, ati his 
mind might be drawn off from Heawvtn and 
God 'to Earth, and. thmgs yet lowey "then 
that : as Origen aſſigns the reaſon of His'ap- 
pointing Divination by the chirping or mo- 
tion of Birds, But I conceive the more ca- 
tholick end' he aimed at in thoſe Auguries, 
and theſe Omens, was the making/of Man 
as much a ſlave and a fool as poſſible, and to 
deface all the remaining charaQers of the 


Divine Image upon him. For as all our' $a- — 


v1or's Inſtitutes were directly level'd. to the 
advancement of thar Nature himfelf had 
united to his own, and to bleſs manwith 
liberty, peace, largeneſs of heart, ſoundneſs 


of 


a a Ny & © © 
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of miad, power, and majeſty ;'On the con-+. 
trary,the Devils Rites & Sanctioas aimed at 
the robbing him of the very ſhadow of theſe 
great things, and therefore they wereall ci- 
ther arbitrary, idle, {laviſh, frightful, cruel, 
obſcene, or dark and urational; fo:to render 
the Oblervers of chem aFabje and cheap, 
as-ynworthy of God and themſelves, as he p,,,, 
could; pſe{lns,ſpeaking of thoſe \Snge ar- a EvS1ela 
Searmnprpe, Beaſts diſguized inthe ſhapes Saw. - 
of; Men, the Ancient Zuchite, tells us, a- ***: 

| other impure Rites, that they were 
reported" to. eat the Excrements'ot a. man, © 
conceiting that'thereþy.they procured pizy 
opio, Deganes augrie, the Demons t0 be Og Ny S 3m 
kind and converſable to them, that which he mis drnze- 


inclines to believe, there being (as he adds 95 nefy- 
'. Um nd)gy, 


nothing ſo grateful to thoſe ſo oppaſite Beings, ;. + x 25. , 
aus that exvied Man, graced with the, Divine viuwoy av- 


Image; [bould lapſe into ſo great 4 contumely, wmv axive 
uy O's al "hg (the reproa ing 76aSirm 
the living! Images of 'God) he very - much ,,;4 5a 
ſetved; upon theſe Omens,- which tended Szivey U- 
onely. to.diſhonor the minds of men with © 
poor thoughts, filly notions, childiſh tears, 
ſorry. ſpeculations, and ſuch perpetual jea- 
louſies of Events as often cow'd them our 
of all uſe of Reaſon and Courage in a civil 
bufinels, 

When the Devil had once 'planted this 
Opinion of Omens, -it is likely ix received 2 

Of great 


Yeig Te3s Mm 


| 168 of. Prodigies Preteruatural; $314; 
| great .increaſe. fx0m that» vulgar; Notion a+ 
. zong; the, Heathens ,| /Ebaz; laſdes, One 
great, Cauſe and Sourep of Goon, there: was: 
an. AgtirPrincple of; Evil,,pk as great fore! 
ang, ativity in :the, YWorlds.jvyho had-under 
him ſeveral black Officers to be ſentmpon! 
hutzfu! and miſchieyausdiſparches:: Sa'P lu: 
| GT ofr. egy pejihakrfh 21 ven rr0 SRO @Hs (2) i; aan; 
©) bo. Rog 28jpbor pic mm: 304: T hat there 
mere,inthe.cncompaſſing Aix 'ſowe great and 
potent Natures, terick and. moroſe, mhich: new 
Joice. in ſuch. things; thoſe ſevere Faſtings 
- and Penanges, Woundings,W.hippings;and' 
thelike bodily ſeverities which, men endea- 
vored to. appeaſe ; them, with,» which, he: 
+. was then ſpeaking of, Now they: might.reas! 
>»  » dily-pertaps. conceive, that. when [eyes this” 
Ey1l Principle was about tg ferve-its.envi- 
ous and unhappy Nature by.fome- ill rucn, | - 
the Good One did by ſpch odd accidents.:as 
by. ſome lectet and friendly nods and+becks, 
g1ve men. notice of .its;malign purpoſes and 
intentions, , «1x 12 FEEL! aa 
But what ever the ground was this Opi- 
nion grew.from, . certain is is that: it; ſpread 
and grew extreamly; no -Times ,, Places; 
Sounds, Voices, Occaſions, ; Names, | Per- 
ſons, but retained a 'tinure of it, The 
Heathens uſed to g0(what Tully relates of 
Metellus) to their Temples, in EL 
0 


Rn OD oe oe > em. 5219 6 SS SS RIES 


— 5 4 > 


bo c 'v ts ——_ 
b —_ 


L 


__, 
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o6,a18iptind-Ofben ina tnister/of concern; 
- tofecetveone from theGbds:-Antirisnor 


unlikely thatithisnighc 'be:rthe trad occalt- | 

on why. God «who; mmany acher inſtances, 
nobptoper: fot: this 'plice; Gprrpeprary,' did acc 13.18, 
beat with their maners and+.cuſtoms): ttidul- 

ged the People gf \Fſyact:the' uſe of Signs 
and/Lots-and 'Omens, to,affore: and reſolve. 

their anxious and-loflicitoits minds about the 

foe''of ſome worldly afftirs: Foſbux: arid Joh. ». 
$aw/ rook' toa ; Divination by Lot to find 

ou Achas and>Fopathan; and Gideonrecei-Tudg-6.37. 
redtche! Dream and the-interpretation\'of 77, #2 
the! Midianitsſh Soldier'as'an.afſured Omtr., 5am. 14.9, 
of ſuccels'; and , Fonathan appointed {uch: 10. 

words. ſpoken, by the "Enemy, as a Sign to. 


| & b-mand:his Armor-bearer of: an happy:hour 
" 4/oattempr-upon them.in ; ant! the Servant: 
F of Abraham the coming; forth 'of- RacheF.in- 


{uch circumſtances, as -a-token. far good-.to 
hinz of 'the- happy iſſue of his journey, All 
which were nor (as ſome concetye)' Exam-' 
ples.” extraordinary; and proceeding upon 
{ome immediate"inſtin& of the DivineSpi- 
lit; but inghar Age warrantable and uſual 
ways:of Divination, at leaſt for Perſons of 
Place, 'and'in*marte!s of greater moment, 
And -chis becauſe God. was. gractoutly plea- 
ſed owſyg@6a9y (as the Fathers ſpeak upon 
like .occalions,) tqftoop and condeſcend.to; 4 
theweakneſs and peeviſhneſSof that People, 

| _ long 


1-70 Of Prodigits Preternatiral Sit; 
| long uſed. co fuch-kind of -Lots-and, Qmens 
71d. M.She amongſt thoſe Idolatrous Perſons they were 
50n.p.69,70, Mingled 'with,” and as; mych- touch'd: wich 

careand paſſion in; reference to [the-if{ue. of 

worldly matters asithey,;- and (in aB-likelj- 

hood) would have beentempted to apoltate 

to them, if not. proyided-of :fome Omens 

and Signs and Oracles toarreſt theit anxie» 

ties, and reſolve their. doubts as well-asthe 

Heathen were : - To this purpoſe theretorea 

learned; man, ſpeaking of ' Lots aud Signs; 

faith well; : 3» veters lege-non mnfrequens fuilt 

talium ſortium exercitium ,-at- a ere 

[ Judaicus]. ad Gentrum: mores. prochivis\ a- 
verteretuy, Thus the uſe of a water. of -jeax 

loufie was -permitted-by- God. 4s a, Sigato 

that People aboye meaſure jealous, in'comr 

pliance with them who had been long: ac+ 
cuſtomed and hugely,prone to this and other 

PR Ordeels in. uſe among the  Heathens z-to 
Ne: Whoſe Rites and ways of Worthip, by for- 
;5. "bidding ſomeandtolerating others, he would 
not leave them-any temptation to approach, 
Howeyer we find not that God ever allow'd 
his-People the uſe of any fuch common/and 

ſtanding Signs and Omens as the Heathens 
attended. to, as the falling of the Salt; -the 

neezing to the left, the croſfing of the way by 

an Hare, the motion of Smoke, the-erecton 

of a Staff,, the colors and. figures of the #8- 

trails of the Sacrifice, and the likes ef 

ene 


Tc]h.t, Of Prodigits Preternativral. 17T 
the Omens and- Signs made uſe | of at any 

time among them, were either of God's own 
appointing ' or the: Perſons chooſing, for 

that particular! rurn and! occaſion 3 and ne- 

ver uſed again as an abiding Sign of any ſuch 

e | Event as1t once pointed to, | 

ls As for our ſelves now; we have no reaſon 

* | why we ſhould (nay, much why we ſhould 

Q | not) vouchſafe the honor of a folemn notice 

+ | to any ſuch little incidencies as theſe, Me- 
J 

F 

1 


chinks a very lictle light of Reaſon and Con- 
fideratioh might ſerve to difcover them all 
to be of | too beggerly and abject an appeat- 
- | ance to be preferred” to the reputation of 
” | God's Monitors, Certainly any ferious O- 
) | pinions of fuch chances'muſt needs tempr a 
' | manto ſacrifice the'pence and tranquillity of 
" | his mind, andacalm'and eafte repoſe upon 
' F the Providence of God, an hundred'times ,. 
in a week: ' And by 'theſe we thall rem y_— 
the Great Enemy of our Peace and all right no#urais cu- 
apprehenſion of things,by odd noiſes, voices 
and tumulrs in the night, perpetually to a- - 
bufe and fright us, To all this I add, Thar 
{uch Omens as-I now contend againſt were 
ancienely (beſides other uſes he made* of 
chem) a kind: of Signs and Sacraments be- 
tween the Devil and' his Votaries, 'For as 
the Devil, having uſurped the Wotſhip of 
God, appointed (uch kind of Rites and'Ce- 
remthonies, the pertormance whereof was a 
wacr-ax Hr fon 
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pci his: Worſhip was--intended ,, by 
whom thoſe Rices were. appointed ; and 
having atrrogated' the honor 'of Truſt, 'and 
Expectation of Help in a ſtrait and Reco- 
very in'a Sickneſs; : he appointed ſuch Ima-' 
ges, Charms, Ligatures, Critical Poſtures, 
Words and Sounds,” 'the-uſe! whereof was 
an-nterprerative truſt 7, and tacite invoca-' 
tion'of :that Power from whom' thoſe Signs: 
received their inſticurion 2; fo:alſo having a(- 
ſumel the honot of conſtant fear, aw, ant 
obſervance from men(thar ſo he might leave 
nothing for God) the obfervation of all kind: 
of Omens was of his ordaining'to be a ſtand-: 


in? Sign'of their continual fear and dread 6F 


his Power to bring:upon” themithe Evil'a-! 
boded, and to engage them to-all endeavors: 


poſſible to reconcile his peeviſhand ronchy.: 


Greatneſs by ſome Februations, idle and at- 
bitrary Rites and Ufages which himſelf* had 
pporited them unto;'*So-that T preſume no 
clean and chaſt hands will | be forward to: 


. touch and rake up any ſuch Ominous Ob- 


{eryations, ſo extreamly ſoil'd and polluted 
by. ſo. unhallowed an; end and inſticution, 


 Bur-leſt more words about this famous in+ 


ſtance.of Erchnick Superſtition ſhould be 
interpreted not ſo much a deſign ro in- 
form, as to reproach the preſent Time, 
and 'not fo much to kill it, as to rake it 


qut of "its forgatten.:duſt, I thall afford: - 


it 


_» 


hit. Of Prodigies Praternatural. 


a 


it no further place in»this\«Diſcontſe;” «2.71 

As for thoſe Signs and Omens of .a+ more 
common and.publick:makeand reference, I 
aſſert, without further ceremony, the Ob- 
ſeryation. of them. all. a very. .hurtfal and 


headleſs vanity, ap Ver Su 
I, I ſtile the Obſervation of ſuch.things 
4 very burtful: vanity, 'F he: regarding. of 


theſe ang the. like Occuttences, as Prelages 
of; Evil, ſerved heretofore but to cheriſh in 
men this deformed thought of God, Thar: 


(all things being Tubject, to. the, Jaw of an 


inſuperable Fate and a blind neceſfliry)* all 
He could do was onely:to: foreſee an! Evil; 
and then-(to piece our his Power with his 
coutteſie), by theſe and, the like Accidents 
to awaken men to ſhift for themſelves; ;and 
as:they could to. get out of. :the way; .1orito 
ſtrengthen themſelves by: reſolution when 
any blind and'fatal Caufes were. ready to 
ruth furiouſly upon. them; | A' matterwhich 
may appear from the words of Ovid, where 
(ſpeaking of Fenxs )he thus delivers himfelt- 
Verba jacit, Superoſque movet, qui rumpere 

quanquam i | 
unt veterum decreta Sororum,, 


#\# 5 
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wake,: | FE 
The ane of Arms ('#i ſaid) 4s heard. 


And\to- alike purpoſe Silits rraicws, in 


thoſe words ; 


Het vani monits, fraftraq; morantts Rebby's 


4; oy ! beu-Supers fats Certaſſe minores | 


Fain Prodigies ! that come 10 fa) 
His death whom Deſtimies will [ay, 

_ Alas, between the. fe 
Aud. ſulen Fates,4 f exe s too 2 great odds ! 


Now Poets (chough-in a matter ob. Hiſtory: 
they: uſually' follow: their 'own;;humor, and 
ſtretch:ourt by the force of: imagination'# 
matterwhich 1hoinks of -ic-ſelf to 2 thore and 
Gimple narration,- yer) in a matter-of "Opis 
ion commonly follow the: humor :of - the 

Times; and takeliberty toexprets fredly the 
maners- and -'thoughrs of the Age-wherein 
they live, Thar this was one of thoſe: Fans 
taſms which abuſed theminds of -mea in the 
darkneſs/of Gentiliſm , may appear- more 
fully from the words 'of - 2: more! ſevere 
and ſerious Writer, Yalerius Maximns, 
who having told us of the ſeveral ſtrange 
Prodigjes, as the finger of God held-upt0 
warn Pompey before his encounter with-Ce- 
ſar, or to declare: his fall ; he infers from 
them, Thar the Deiry evidenced [Se Pom- 


Yr [5 
Can bend. «thoſe Iron Laws ” old Siftere 


# " 


ter Gods , © es 


O_o > ad a cccSoas as Yr i= © m- 


peit 


fr & 1,) Of-Prodigies Pr ater natural. 


mn [pubetvrcinbilert nolmſ2\hgrivymilareice row 
lingnefs to have prevented the error _ raſh- necefiratic , 


n otherwiſe «Perſon ſober and. adviſed enou Bf af 


" of counſel vonfparration. (196 2:5 dere _ 
! | - Andi the Dpinian cancernin 8 Prefages 4 Ee 
0 not now 


; by theſe or,che like Occurrences 
12 | comfort td abet any ſich baſe Perſwaſions 
concerning God, in fome mitids, it is well: 
ſuxe,T, am, it- Hy! do/not give men to think 
thas God is-urider the Power of Fare, yer 
they littlelefs then aflure that Events are: 
For either: the -intimations by ſuch kind of 
Signsate/fasrhe ſhadows of the: Mountains) 
ineffequal; movable, and: vain; and-chem 
why domenar allr z& them? or they.are 
> } certaimand mmovable; (and tt fo;they fup- 
| | poſethe Evenr-to be fatal} and placed be» 
' | yond:theredreſs of: counſel: and endeavor 5: 
and callupon-men enely-to deſpair gallant- 
ly,: and to Th out. che tempeſt appr 
with as: much courage and reſolution as they 
can :»(The Evi both to the State and Re- 
| ligion, inthe wombof which Opinion, fivell 
ſo viſibly out, that it is needleſs by argu- 
ment to rip it up and lay\them forth tocom- 
mon view and notice.) 

\Beftdes:, the Opinion greatly ends. to 
leffen and degrade the Majeſty of Heaven 
in 


— b. gon d. . —_— Lo» "wy hu q 


Ji neſs. of Pompey, ; ; but .onely the infuperable?7,* alioqui 


ab amenti 
Laws of Fate wonld not permit him ( dos remorums pre 


to weigh all thoſe forewarnings inthe TW, - p ns 


"1 


-wenk and-prri Td the'reputs-of+ 
by vs = war vw ot I ww 


_ 1 Nan oFou Faithof: airing: 


iffue of :Providente/z"had40 conclade, it 


*tdgy: 


i a 5 
\ 5 nRF - - 
e -. 
- = 


\while Serie fueh\ 


"Kindneſs; 
att 
eveitifovera Fay i every rage, 


Mercyrather whichois! 
(the: black Bains w#0Wrach@h 
ance: bung out! 
in.oneuniſikh Avvidenw/orather.) Tt reds! 
fo to: lenrdntht mintls of:\pcen with. ut 
siof) Providence|2a8-if; 

,2bye 


y-of! 
} and! 


bereave rherhqrimatoonel! 
the veryhopes'anetthadows0 

(as:Benjamindie>ilis Mother) :Yirſt 'xo pytetr 
angitorturethemby mighrycfears, ame: cher 
todkillohenbby (amegreatienih;; of:whieleq 
if ineritableyey i$Hotver not2tyberawure!fty 


vega 
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- Let one"be DU as Fortune toirecetive | (i112 
'. Ts eva 1a reyes hope'my-fears dective: 
43. 10 V7 G1 OI 
Finally; the Opinbadreh muke even: good 
men too much to-concernxthemiſelyes inithe! 


attaiz$.and iſfuesof things in'chis worthileſs 
and-giddy, World; to ſtretch themſelves: m- þ- 


Fl! roO 


wor Pr 2be7matwral, $1, 


_— 


y 
[id 
[6 
b 
2 
V 
t 
} 
q 
f 
4 
| 
: 

| 


$ad ofcradeie #reteyharnrle. 


hopes-on | tedrs,nq .take;-pp with .compoſed 
and thankfubaninds.ia! thar: ptefenc portion 


them; \/"/ RLFC115; 113-11 {1 TY 


| 224/Dhief — entre" ary.dach. Ob- 
jects of common) Wonder;\as! Pr 
alia grovnaleſphoadleſs vantty. The! Part 
ſan-char entertains his chauphts and-ſ{tudics 
withwthem,. gives (like:thoſe i6 thar 

nez2' K5ng.6.) a greacgtice foran Aſſes 
on ; Forithe Opinion i(like the Image of 
Nebuchadneezur): while: it-pretends:to an 
heath of \gokdy and: ſeems to promiſe Oracles 
andthe! TIE Bucurities,..ic ſtands, 
. foroughtHcan dilcoier;buoupon cw ewo 


Ln..&A £4 — ” SY 2» 4. > TT EPL. 4 


| Janph happy'or unhappy Events which, the 
| N 


weak teet6tiClay::: 33b 
:011,/ Narrow and. anty abfainations Men 
:ibe):bave heretofore obſeryed;ſome 
uy ilsrg.tredd cloſe upon, the heels.of 
theſe drthe hike. /Prodigies, and: therefore 
ue eaftly perſivaded chan they were:uſhered 
by.'them cand::they cam never after thew 
themſelves; bur it is: preſumed they. come 


| jth roodeliyer ſome; {fad and ungrateful 


;7:Tdis chis alſo: hath given credic' to 
theangpendrbf 'ſome/as awuſþicrons, others.as 
inavſpiciens:ddysin;the -life of Jome great 
Perſons eſpecially, viz,\ the Obſervation of 


wonsh 


. % 


ro tmeybyunquinesatcer chings wrapt. 
inery5s ny; and fills chem toofull-of vain 


which thehand of Travidence _ Sucea 


— as , 
. - 
_—_ : 


Of Prodigies Pr aterhatwrdb,. & x) 
worneb of ſuch 4 motning hath perhaps twice 
or thrice:brought forch unto: men, ; AS thcrs | 
are the-diſpors of Nature, of which-beforey: 

$o:(be- it: fpoken with..reverence). there are 
the diſports of Providence :.. As. God. us 


avacieties-i 


Providenoe ; whereafi4he ſending aff; many; 
great bleflings or affictivas upoma-,Reviony 
juſt-on fuch adayofiche week, 6h recumming 
ear,-18 an eſpecial tinſtance.z. and.þys per- 
ps:to-try-whenher,we be fuchi aver am was 
py noc to fuffer-anyxcuſtruſt; of 
bis Providence .co'break in pan »ys /upgn 
fuch 4'day,,or afves fuch. accidents; hecauſe 
of ſome little diſaſters formerly; betalling-us 
then, more. then ag another. tune As-for 
thac (Obſervation. and: Expenence here al: 
ledged, though we have alreadyound. ira 
very-dry: breaſt, and unable+to.cheriſhy chis 
Opinion:; yer, becauſe it ſtill;rups wich *6 
much paſſion. and expeQation to,it;;.L thakl 
endeayor to.imbiter it, by ſhewingehas rhe 
whole ns Iiauy lopporned: it. (6lf 
mainly-by: che credit of a great Ekperiences 
this dogart by 'chac Plea which: Gel/65-i 
ovigert enters for-his cauſes, -Tomwhat purpoſe 
(faith he) « it/to-relate at large what frauge 
things our Prophets- and Prophatefſes. hav. 
foretold | 


LO SG els. a AA Mi Ts 


| 6.1) Of -Prodigirs Preterudins al, 
ftteld'{ from the Oxackes? what ftra 
eſe: }the wean he geoife rw 
Weſt nrany withal-#  - Gs (dA ener men 
gxSidy roomy 4 Whit Prong things =_ 
been  dfcouered by by other OKs: 
Hil hunters affairs are ls wp rode 
In (a1m++*"Thereis not 4. more "wr danr 
rots/Rule to judg or practife: he Ex- 
ence, without good Maxims to. direct 
| | 264 -aſfore'ie: withour theſe, Men: may 
quick credic the-Devil's appoinements in 
che they antl difpuize of 'Godis; 

2, "Weak and: childiſh diflakes of. things? : 
Obje<&ts' 2d. Perſons we-conceivea kind and 
coutteons Opinibri'of,we can eafily perſwade 
6urſel ves-eome foreh with good tid; $£3' WE 2 Sam. 18,27, 

| cag-readily/Jook for an embletn of Peace 
from the lovely-Dove: Bug -wherk: niacters 
fall 'befote- us, we uſually-ſerye 

= little-hatreds;by deriving. uponethet the = 
ton'of being: i} abodement3,.4nd- we 
A ckly:e6nceit that: they come! about us 
(ike thetted Birds ed night) ageing: a-time 
of-mourning, For we-tmay obſerve-thac the 
Occemerices:to which' Imagination;hath-af+ 
—_— inion of- their being th: Omens, 
generally fch covvedhrink trom;and tol- 
low with tke ;' a5. the firing of \ Houſes, by 
Lightning, monſfironrand deformed\Births, 
dreadful Eclipſet, Apparitions inthe at, 


ſtrange: Y oiees heard” in' the night; Earth- 
N 2 quakes, 


'£86 


of Prodigies Þr etermativr tf ir] 


uakes, blood Wateys,*firy Imprefions;8c\ 
Wo hate: heke l ire 'pher eforeuvenge 


our ſelves. ofthen, otra byiavailt con 


ceit,: chnwattty rophe foe onely Havry thi 
tone > ris Ofimion then-hayi Pun 
berter: ſaphory to truſt -ynto; ir werErooVEar 

value'ito-put forth any great Arcngth 


Reafori'tg rowirdowhy i oo befor 
yg thaps'forme: Comcenplativetien 
en rin 'chemſelves >thac- the 


eG + this :Opinion is not "[hith.x{p 


much pon theſurface, as:Iwould-makb ny 
Reader tobelieve:' for as there waSwpretty 
concett-amonig-:fome!/ ofthe! Ancient'iand 
more 'niyftleab fort of 'Philoſophers;-Fhat 


2 of Eo im the upper and: ntdlighbl Miondd 


6d-forth in-fome parallel:inftances 
and ſitnilar'\figures rm" and [that 
an yew iatrers. intel{1gible weteii,1nd: of 


_ aidw$ "nee bur the true filliadgs) wpaf 


Mhings\feufibly;:1which carry but forne gene» 
ral and-redefines and images of :rhenvyzichus 


ſome Perſons ſeem ſtrongly perfmaded,F har 


all-che greater: Works-of God.ve tar(t por- 
crayedaurifome'licele Pidtures.and mages of 
chem, and thar-therefote many ſtrauſe.Ac- 
cidents are to be received. as a kind: of ſha- 
dows of things ts comr;iand-4' fdrolot: war 
Tan x ermTUms \Cxemplars and: types: of 


reat and unuſual .Work': tor. follow 


Ferry- 


OS een ad wo nn im i ES iM 


after, Thus the _— of the Lambeth | 


N 


= 


504 To 
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Ferry-boat, with the Arch-Biſhops Coach- 
horſes and Coath-men , to the 'bottom of mnt, ns 
the Thames, Septemb 19.1633, the. very the Life of 
irſt\day he removed 4rom Fulham'to Lam- 7"-Biſbe 
beth, was. (faith one) :20 doubt. a.Brefuge of © *? Pe3 Fe 
hi own. and the. Arche Biſhoprichs | ſinking 
through his pride: and wiotence; (With as 
g00d reaſon may I add, Fhat their (wimming 
2gain'ar laſt 'was a ſign thar' the\ Function 
which,,.the -proud' waters had ſo long gone 
overz\thoukd ac-laſt riſe. above 'them all.) 
Thus when prilli49: the Conqueror firſt leapr 
out:of his Boat.,and. his feet ſunk ſomewhar 
deep into'the ſofr-and yielding ſhoar, the ac- 
cadent was received as an Omer that he and 
his-parrytſhould- take! a very deep and:firm 
footihg.on Engliſh ground, Bur'T believe ic 
will appear to the moſt, altogether unneceſ- 
ſary 'to beftow muck” breath to” break this 
pretty -bubble , which hath nothing bur 
wind therein, and will: break; and-retute' ir 

ſelf:by .jts own.airy and tranſparent - Prinz 

ciples.z >thopgh- perhaps with ſome-.( that» 

know. got to diſtinguith -betweenant Argus: 
ment:amd a Similitude) the conceit.may: ap\- 

pear of ſome value and-mament,./ 2 1t) 
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the Air precedegt to the deſtru : 0 
de certain and ye eve 
+ The Weftpityaiief J 
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 Mat.26:64. explaincd,, T 

» Airbe or te DeftrnBion it] F bs 
| 14 $orlof wen 7 proved by 


ing.of zbc 
: od es noted = non vine 5, | 
phecicy.' The effect pontficanty and the 


ſure .of EI rb Pre 


| noted. 


14443 


\ Pparirinns whether in is Ar, of 'Av- 
/ ries 'Quſttes, Dragons,” Military'En- 
gies, and the like ; vr on Barth, of 'Spitite, 
in.mobftrous forms | and difevizes, oiiw'a' 
of particular-addreſs to counſel” of "trrriffe, 
(numbred with: Prodigies Preternarural):may 
perhaps appear. Argument big enough to 
merit 4\mpre ſerious Difquiſt ion" then'the 
- foregoin Particulars :* :* In which vunderta- 
king Ex preſume of 'Pardon, if (ſtanding 
in'no bercer light) T hie-che Bur , thotigh > 
the 


3s Ke CE ES, Te 


_ ve ah 


"7 
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6; OQAf Þreaigics. 2xeteiinetari, 


We 


protetcled atte Wm of 2 _ experience. 
an 


the White, and deliver what may ſeem: to 
approach neareſto the trugh, And the bet- 
ter to ſerve. di eſs of apprehenſion in 
this fubjeRyT ſhall. conſider all theeworder'- 
fil. Impreſſions of the Aity Region, apare 
from..the Apparitions: of / Spirits ; 

common a under one and the fame 
= Het ooh ee ORD 1 one hand, how 


| common diſcourſt and" the Hiſtories of all 
'Times.zre ſluffed 0urwith Relations of whit 
range forms- the Clouds have been ee | 
'withal"ih' ſeveral Ages; 'and the Tragical 
;Events-ficceſive- ro ſuch things z, ah 
EW othef,” chat there is no one Argument 


| all: . ram; rw _ .of —_ 
Spper flitton, Melancholy, natural mearnejs 0 
bt, ſoftneſs of. imagindtion, grafſneſs of 
medivtn , "fearfalneſs of texaper.; levny of 
Relators , may more eaſtly conſpire ro 4 
buſe his truſt ; will ſee ſdme caule'to affete 
concerning Preſfa by ſuch. Airy Viſtans, 
what:che * Plulo her doth in t the caf 
Pivination oy Dreams: leg 7 pehumens 
y-vois fluopuuncy 25 Aggoptuns Mr ar &/Þ 
| tian ney” ht A paNops. STE 
*, Concerning. Divination made iam:ficep, 
eod {aid ta happen by Dreains ;, #4 15.4 matter 
nonker eaficto de ſhiſe,: nor-yet- to. be (wppn 
od grouhds) perſmaded Jofo- And chusebe 


of Ariſtos. dg 
&y Inſomniss, 


\ 


184 of prin rc abr a 2, 
 _ andithoſe livdy 1U 
of -a' War, on to res and: —_— ch 

ral Counter-reaſons hereafter! alted ed, on | att 

the othet, may ſeem;'ro firſt choughts, "Cu: n 
ta 

re 

[ 

t 

l 

1 


= 


ficient, to | keep the: Mind'(like the Needle 
between eworequal Magtiet Aur ry Ann 
ing the extreamsot! a forward.fuith or ave 
ry: haſty diſtruſt of Prelages by.uny: ſuch 
Kant $ ;f theſe; : I ſhalf»tndeattor! ts (di- 
tide the light fromthe wptr- th Truth from 
Errox in this mabeer; inthe \enſaing-« Pro» 
policions: b8 1 CU SETAE wn } F 

Propoſ. x. Firft, 7# i very probable! that- eheve have | | 
been ſome ſuch' Warlike Appearances+ in the | 
Atr;'precedent to ſome great. Deſolations of | 
Countries and'i Cities 'by: Plagues: of Wars: 
One example whereofwe have -tendred.t6 

b Heb.11. 35-qur- faith: by an Author-credited-by, > Apo 

” 2 Bookzch.s, ſtolical citation;: the< Writer of, thei Book | 
of Maccabees; who ſpeaking 'of cr. 0ne> + 
thus delivers himſelf : - 

Tt. hapned; that through ul the City; for 
the ſpace of: almoſt forty days," there mere ſtey 
Horſemen running in the ' Air; #nlovh!' 
Goldj'and armed with Gans "ink _u—_ oy 
Soldiers ; "© 

pd 7 r00ps of Mar fomans in uray, encomis 
1riag -0ne. againſt another with: ſhaking of 
Shjtlgs," and multitude of Þ1kes;\drawite of 
Xiwrds, and caſting of "Darts, 2nd elitrexan}tt 
of golder arAieeats, and harnels of alkforts; 
He Upon 


_” ” o T0 + 8 | & p. 6 ; 
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Uponthembntionof-which'Appantionl ive 
chere (read what a {ad -Scene of Twagedies 
ant Woes: the iGitryiwas anade bythe Ar-* 
mics: of 4u3300% us, Upon-Ayhich\ Apocry-- 
phal-wyricing: Corget, 4 Zaprdeccommenting;; 
rakes-o0ccalton'tg'relt;this 'Reader, that: he: 
remembred:thaswhen hewas aBoy inthe: 
Low-Countries;' fore Oftentaofrlikecond[- 
tion weredhavnhimabour the: beginning-of 
the Brlgick Warsg/1Ex 7ifqnsr faflientes! jam 
rum” prenunciaſſe que Belgioc inftarent 8c. 
And that fromthem wiſer men:tid even'then. 


foretel \ what \ ul cmities- mere: approaching: 


there's: the: truth-of : whoſe Predit ions was 
. . "4. Wy AIST ,a h _— I d . 1d Vid. Val. ? 
Juſtifird- bythe offut of vt ofe\$1Tns, FR Wl» Max. de Pro- 
ters are ſo-abundant;in this Argument; that dig. rc: 
J07 Jl "; mrevtiv + attare! Nx- 
i0is-harder ro-beiſhors thewpyolix therem as," f Ci 


pears fromirhe words of *© a7 great Trader riofe.c.1 2. 
induch kind of-.ſlighe wares, whahaving £n-/ Cbriftoph. 2 
tettained his: Reader: wich: ſeveral! examples rem 
of:$pettres of Armies; andoother|Martiabra.. c.17. 


e Gaip.Sckott. 


Images in the Firmamenc,; given forth-by:,j,17 —_ 


od. (as he {peaks):tanquamare fue indices 1.6. c.;. 

25Monitors' of his wrath lieadtis's Matte 4- 
lia que un aſſertion propofital confirmationem 
afferre' ex -varits Amthoribus.\poſſem,; omitts, 

aoniam preter Ht his: xaffqui-de veritate 
bacambiear.' Arſpeech that prpves litcle-be-: 
ſiderrhe-Aﬀercoriscontudence;(the-uſua] at- 
rendait of: Opimions which haverhe Autho-: 
rity of a multirade! co bearthemfelvs-upon;)y 
£0981 However, 


- 


yY 4 « - * 
* 


Of: Prodigres 
However, allthis wind thakes none-of 


-- or: cord we eat. allow: what credit ſach 


f Eph. 2. 2. 


rp way pany 20g 
ont copfuit tQ Our ©. 

pretended Experience being «rovexing mitch 
nerrower then that the Opinian:contended 
againit can 4p it ſe/fthereim. For: Dreams, 
Qracles, Predictions of Augurs, Prophecies, 
had ſome ſhew of Experzence (nodaubt) to 
recommend their Obſeryazion, or, elſe-it1is 
not eafie £0 conceive boy they could; eyer 
abtain ſuch ſacred regar the Hea 
thens of old,as.icis hn rp. pris 

the. moſt 3, were they: ore rs ns AC+ 
knowledged Signs 'of. God's inſtirafiont 
Let men firſt produce their ſtrong Reaſons 
or evident Scriptures to \affure-this-title ro 
them, and then they may beallowad to-al- 
ledg Experience ad correhorandum. titulum, 
further ro ſtrengthen this great; tile - With 


"our ſuch-proof firſt productd, men May: 

" quickly. we = the Devil in the mansje--of 
Samuel, ereverence of -z divine Sea 
to forme Uluſive I e$.0f his ſert; | 


EXCEPt WE * ſhould be fond as to-thi hat 
he may put fallacies upon. us- in our hearts; 
in our houſes, upon Earth,” but nonebyjany 
ſuch Pictures xy 2a" rag the Airy Region, 
_ pr incipality, All Experience that 

ur 1" deſtiture of any ſolid Reaſqn-or 
Saipee toicredir |its obſeryation, is..# de- 


lufion 


Preternatur al. LF: 
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h.2; Of Frodigies Breternatural; 

jofiowof our own Fancy ov the Thevil) * 

Secondly, 177 ſeem; highly probable that Proyeſ. 2. 
me Airy Apparitians were tonly and re! 

lian -_ Deſtruttion of Tengen 

ind given by God ar the intended Monitors of  . 

5 wear approath,' For thas 8 Foſeyhus oy 

lates; that a lirele before the ffoner of empri- ©. wy. ax. 

neſs wete'ftrerch'd out upon that City and 

Nation ofthe Fews, there appearedamonglt 

other Prodigies: 4&6) panraſgec Hognc, 

IWorlvoufP repov,, Chariots and armed Troops 

of jaw 7 9 of tht Clouds, and 

intercepting' the Heavens with their nume- 

rous Cotnpantes : which was received by 

himſcF,) and others not ſo-drunk with Pride 

and: Opwion as the”teſt; \a repreſentation 

(vs && Wien) of the marching torth of :che 

Great '£ord -of Hyſts with all warlike" ap- 

pointmenes-to- take yengeance of that" re- 

bellious People, Nor do'we cruſt the credit 

of {o' weighty a Relation:with rhe- ſingle 

ewine' of Foſephas his report, Þ Tacitss ha- Fae Pay on» 

ving ſeconded his Teſtimony with the like ;. es, rue 

ſory, 'though omitting ſome other contem- 1antia arma, 

poraty” Prodigies extant in Foſephus, Be- & ſub un 

lides, He'relates this (as he doth none'of the collucereTem- 

reſtywitha peculiar remark; telling his Rea- p/n" Hiltor 

der,the Relation would feem too great for '” 

Belief,” & jm x) ag" Tot FracuÞuos igopul, 

if "it had not been related by feveral -Eye- 

witneſſes.” But beſides this; there is o—_ 
£41: | old 


—— 


fold Confiteration which perfivades: me 'toj 
- 1-117 receivethis'R efation; both as\to the hiſtory 
' atid myſtery. thereof, idh the) favos of at 


igipbdbiey.c 0 
Gighwigh goophe| ed Shut 


\\ FirſtyvOur. B 

#burPeople ſhontd praete- 
6-bryate 6/427" \ 6poju# 1u2aAg. 4" At 
; Stghts "and great Signs "fda 


Hana Luk, 21,11; a" Predidbion rwhicl - 


i Romphea i Expeſitors conceive *Expounded/and fulfil: 
ey 7 9 ted«imrhisand ſome orher Prodigicus Acct: 


acns, flamma dents.related by. Fo/ephirs (andatterihinibys 
Go Toe.vi” Buſebous): as the black+ and terrible Moni: 
| pl; pom? a tors\ of ithat unparalle) : Deſtruction which 
pre cer enſued. 1 Surt Tamrthiswas 4: Sight in Heas' 
phalenges Ven,and a fearful $3ght; (for what mote _ 
conffete in rible ithen an Artoy.in a warlike. equi) 


mo -Grot. Cant 6.4;)and a great Sign 16 was, git 1t 


, (Foſephus calls'1t Aauqgriov poo; whe 
paricion-thar. had ſore charadhers'of 'Divi-! 
nity: upoh it. and: which extenged- ir: (elf 

WIE gs el TaF\-2\ gp; about: all.cth& Region,) 
1m. . and greaterinitsftgnificition, aswillappear 


"BENIIgE diſmils «he Conlidetgtion: theres: | 


of, "I 0s {1 WF HOES 
RTE [7 'T he. fron vl Deſtrutiiow of Jeruſalem 
it» was" a-htnd of-ivifible Propheoyeund Type 

' the final Deftruttwor of #he-FForl#, For we 
find Chriſt's cerling- to: judg (the wicked 
Nationet the Feetws call > his! comimgin lor 
Jo and coming in the:Clouds, Dani. 7,101 Je 6 
the 


 Reveli.7. 


' Of Prodigits'Preteriativiald 2} 


, > =» a> Þ 
7 = wa cas a6 Ss HO we - —— 


Wy 


bis? } Of Broaigies.'Prateriuathraby 
the Day of the\Lord, Mal 3.2 2; Foel'2:31: 


- and his: comvnig in hs Kingdoms Mat; 6:28; 


Phraſeswhichoftenchivadter the, Judgment 
of: the Gfear :Day.;: :Now; then, ahat-the 
Sizn andebaghing Geniabmibheche more -i- 110" 
exacthytouch;zas Ecbadeſ:; ;DayotheHea- t 
vens Jhall be an -irethe; | Earth-with: all. ats 
Works heibarut up, and the;wholeGzreatuen 


feel its final and moſt dreadful pangss fo 


fie it was;ghat the Deſtruction of Feruſalen 
ſhould be ul red by its fearful Sights, migh- 
iy, Eaichquat £S,14: thy Sivord, the Sea and 


" the Waves, IR a. And 4S at the. 1 


Day | [t g noels ſhalt. be the Miniſters ers © k Mat. 16.27: 
his Jul ICE, 'and increaſe; the terrors. of bjs $-Jud. epe ve 
comp by attending the Judg of quickAhd wy. ..... 
dead; {6,-this Judgrieny Upon Fer: atenp 


- came ih the lenge Angelical Ppa- 


rit10ns neprotancys | 10.Thys _ as-fn Scrip- 1P6.68.17, 


curegby.!.Chgrioty m | 4 Ee Ang " : King.s 
as Choy Sood colty Meal he ſonal- > iſ 2.2. 
ly in the Clouds, ops with'® hgels Luk. 2.3, 


and the voice of a Trumpet ; ſo (thit the" A&-1-9-17. 
01Cor.15.52 


Type may<cury:the none bvely. higtre$\/of : Thel. 4.16, 


the Antitype) 1t ſeems not unreaſbneble;to 77: 
believe, \thar:He camerto:the Deſtzudtion of 
Feruſalem i in the Clouds of Heaved;,wich 
that Heavenly Hoſt, either 'really. or 'ta &f- 
figie, and probably with the ſolemaizg: of 
che-voice.or that: Miktary: RN 
Trumpet,'.1n\ſhorc,:ſome of che\ Rr 


prece (os 


90 


p Orac, $ibyl. 
Jo 


j d 34 
32% 
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Of Prodigies Praternati-al. <.x; y 


preceding the fares of TFeruſalens, ſeen ſuch 
equal and proportioned repreſentatives of 
thoſe mote cerrible difguizes which the face 
of Nature. muſt par on at that left and great 
Day; thac the fo called ? Sily4ine"Oracles 
make'ehoice of 'tnany of chentz0: defcribe 
and foreſhew-rhe: horrors bf it by.+- 1 
us We taty: knowehe end of all” aſs tobe 
At hand; 03 none. £144; 


Cum'viſi fuerint celi fellautic in oris 
Notturn gladii, caſh ly ols & ortus, 
& ks | fe are in omnem, 


WI 14 nube 


4 
Cm, Poder, Fr = Us ken 


| 3 
va 


| * hs 21 


ray 2 mn 


Which words I find thas rendredby one of 


out own'Poers: / 'c! 944k hie4 
_ the angled Heav ns Jane obs! by 


" "Eaſt and weſb extend their Wauing 
f- | 


h 
Aﬀtes- 'rs wponube Zurth ſhall al, 
Luſter deſert the Sun inheieht of. all 


Hi 


1>| 6:21 of Prodigies 


Hh 
of 


” FF —=3 & o Su @- 


Pr eternatuy il © 
His tow'ring pars ; the Moon Jhals then Jook | 
.red,: 


And tears of Blue fow bay dark Charias 
fred... 

Yard Rocks ſhall os ; ares d Troops of 
- Foot and Horſe: | 

Incoupter in the Air wihhond force, 


Arms; Trum pers fearful frugers,yeling evies, 
All Bars ral hear about the San s upriſe, © 


Of which EG the like Paſtages how 0e<q p. Sandy 

4 ſome ( preſum prefuming upon e pres th. 
— ge quity of thoſe Qricles) conceive oo "YN 
25 _— 


Prothoi ies relared'by* Ovid (not? B<gin- 
ing with 


or bi A Poer) to bur an imi- * Arma ferunt 


uns great the agreement between iner nigras © | 


hw Bock! it  pltſ and matter, 2 crepinanis 
"Whereas f is a much g greater proba- rerribileſque 


' bility that the Author-of theſe pretended f*br,5c. 


Oractes plundred' 0634 ; theſe having beer 5 Me 
nitecdas many other # purious Pieces pre- 
co Tnſpiration,' in che fiſt Ages of 
che Church) Sow three or fourſcore years 
after the Deſtruction of Feruſalemz avaps 
pears-paſt the air. of a Queſtion. fromvwhar 
 Blondeliss, \Opſopeus, and ouhers have mon: bh 
written cohc "them: t the Au- $541. 
thors of chem had pur. the oftrea talting fee. : oof. in 
of their Oracular Verſes into ſack old _ praj pe | 
ed thoos, the diſgrize of ſuch antith name 
phraſes, times, and places, chat- cliop-wer © 
venl y - 


Of. Aackeoe mratethann ah; I | 


vetly 
ous Ancients (as the Gibeonites by the Tſra- 
«lites) ;to..have\come from: far, even 
beyond the /Fimes of Moſes. As for the 
Y 578 alregdy cited, they plainly appear -t6 
ow themſelves to the rude yumbling.2oge- 
ther of- tha Piadigies precedent to the:-Des 
ſtraction.ofr Ferwalexr, the. words ok'S, Pee 
ters Abh2 1 concerningithe Iurining.of the 
Sun into darkneſs, and the, Moon into blood, 
"1 -NOG Sons rightly: a ror =] 
+ Ethnick: aflqwa:interming'd, -ro--renderit 
$1 RGA thel:lef mranparene:; As/fo>.che | 
9.8 mantion-of* Trbmpets; rogether with Aitms; } 
. heerdabouttbe Sun s4ri{e;:T am apt !tobe+ 
cal a. Y6ye/ILmight:gnoW. trot 2a:6ireumſtanceiumn - 


"that Airy $ +" rv naſe! Trumpens) :$ 


mr” bonds: ophas ; who: tel1s:us>dibed 
_- © thatritia 


ery ror "ara before "the . 
Mp ſetting; apo Awhis}, for :adidguize) »Þ* 


the Oracley have:altered;anrouthe riſrug rof | 
&) :but. without: any, motioe; given o6:iany ; 
fuch newcharatter of ternaratrendanc Ithere- 


upon, I ACE 07ND 2113 1231; 


Thirdly, Gods warks of: @rwott: gublick | 
8. and; catholick concern have been «any F. 


3 wſbered' by: ſore lighter ags1and repreſen> 

- : tations of them." Thus, the Ktveral: appeat- 

_ . ancesof God of old in. the/ figures of a:Man; 
are commonly received. as the Pra/4dia;/and 


a kind of puxpay eny:to that great Myſtery 


thoiightuby ſome of: the le ſulpickx } 


wy. Sal + FTA 


270 6:2) Of Prodegies Priternatuy#l; 
| ,f-God rely manifeſt "in fleſh.” The general 
4-.] Converſion-of the Gentiles: feems"effay'd+ 
M | ;7-the particular Converſtons, now of a Per«' 
© } ſon 'and* then of a *Family,'' to thit Fewiſh!: 
0 | Church;-"Thoſe-Sacrifices made'by fire'to 
" | the Divine*Juſtice, Sodon:, Gomorrah, and 
* | the other Cities, ®-aggx4) Sſnper, art [aidu s Jud. 3; 
* | forth an Exemplar, wherein the conflagtati-97: 
'F on of the World and'the vengeance of Eter- 
| nal fire are limned” forth, That mighty 
þ ſtorm of Vengeance which fell upon Feru- 
cp and the Fewiſh Polity, was prefac'd 
#$by (ſome leſſer drops) the many miferies 
F which our 'Savior-ſtiles * the beginnings of x Mar.24.8, 
| Sorrows, And thoſe Judgments, of an'un-' 
{uſual figure, which ſometimes overtake 
2zFmore notorious Criminals, ſeem a kind of 
prejudicia judicii, and aſſurances that God 
I! hath appointed one great Day wherein he! As 17.31, 
j nilljudg the whole World in Righteouſneſs, 
'T Our Savior's long and earneſt praying for his 
F : Church was (as a learned man well ſtiles it) S:Job-r7. 
| 1nterceſſionis ipſins eterne wyem quedam & 
veluti proluſio, The many petty Captivities 
|: of the Fews under the Judges, and greater 
Calamities under the Kings, ſeem but intro- 
ductions to that more obſtinate Captivity 
which they now labor under, Theſe inſtan- 
ces encourage us to receive this Relation of 
the Apparition of ſuch numerous 'Troops 


in the Air, as probable, that ſo there may 
O be 
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be (according to the methods of Divine 
Provitledpe) theme ſlender ſcheam and repre- 
ſentation of (the ſtrangeſt work, conſidered 
inall its &rcumſtances, God eyer did) the 
final Deftrudtion of Feruſalem by the Ro- 
an Armies, and in that, of the ſolemniry 
of that Day when the Thrones of Fudement 


\ * Dan.7.10, ſhall be ſet, and the Fudg with * ten thouſand 


times ten thouſand miniſtring unto him, pro- 


_ ceed to his laſt Act of Juſtice upon the un- 


righteous World, 


Fourthly, The peculiar circumſtances of | 


thoſe Times, if duly conſidered, will give this 
Prodigy, together with the ſuppoſed ſignifi- 
cancy of it, the appearance of a very great 
probability : Into a right underſtanding 
whereof, that we may leap with the greater 


advantage, our rifing ground muſt be a lictle 


the higher, 

It is a ſtrange inſtance of the Perverſnefs 
of the Fewiſh Nation, and of that judicial, 
with which God puniſh'd their affected, 
blindneſs, that Bary-Chosba ſhould in the 
Times of Adrian meet with ſo forward 
an acknowledgment and affiſtance from 
them, as the true Meſ;ah , while yet (as 


Fi. Raymund. Maimonides tels us)CDYD9N 13D 1986 x9 


Pug. fid. P 
C. 4. P.257, 


+2 


'7B1D ReÞ) Rx ee their Wiſe-men his 
followers never asked 4 Sign or Miracle from 


him to bear teſtimony to him, They gree- 
dily (wallowed him without any chewing, 
_ 
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ne} Bar though the true Mefias had given 
e-"them repeated Signs and Wonders, (but 
ed. | ſuch as ſorted beſt to that gentle Oecono- 
he | my he was to introduce) they were ſtill un- | 
0- I ſatisfied, and oft came ® requeſting Þ requi- roars | 
ty | ring 4 Sign from Heaven of Him, to affure 
vt | them that He was o Epywo@ the Perſon 
d | the Prophecies and Expedtations of thar 
-" | Nation were ſo much upon : Where, by # 
= | Sign from Heaven , they might poſſibly 

mean ſome immediate Maniteſtation from, 
f Jor miraculous Impreffion »pox Heaven a- 
5 fbove; as thinking perhaps either that then 
- {the reputation of the Miuacle would come 
# {the more unſtained by any ſuſpicion of 
| Witchcraft, Art, Power of Imagination, or 
* { any Colluſion whatſoever to affiſt it, or 
'Fthar the Perſon and Kingdom of the true 
Meſiah ought in reaſon to come atteſted by 
Signs of as great luſtre as thoſe with whic 
the former Prophets and preſent Oeconomy 
had been heretofore ; viz. © the ſpeaking of c Exod. 20.22) 
God from Heaven, 4 the deſcent of the fire © wo. 21. 
from Heaven upon t he holy off ering » © Bread , King. I.10. 
given from Heaven (which they tacitly re- «Exod. 16.4. , 
quire our Savior to give them, F0.6,30,31,) F 
i mighty Thundrines and Lightnings from / $2<20.2% 
Heaven, orSthe ftoping of the Sun in Heaven, s Joh-10.12. 
Bur I conceive that they had ſome further 
aim in thoſe words; requiring (in ſhort )to ſee 
Him {if the true Meſs:4h) coming to them, 

O 2 nor 


þ Dan. 7. 20. 


Of Prodigies Preternatural, & 2). 
not in that humility and weakneſs, but with 
Power and Glory in the Clouds of Heaven, 
and the Thrones of Majeſty ready placed 
to receive his approach, as that Sign from 
Heaven with which they would fit down 
reſolved : commonly grounding the Per- 
ſwaſion of ſome ſuch Sign to diſtinguiſh the 
Meſsiah by, upon the words of ® Daniel: 
T beheld till the Thrones were caſt down, and 
the Ancient of days did ſit, 8c, I ſaw in the 
night viſions, and behold one like the Son of 
Man came with the Clouds of Heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and there was 
given to him Dominion and Glory , and 4 
Kingdom, | 

T hat the Fews in our Savior's time gene- 
rally underſtood that Prophecy of the Meſ- 
fsah, appears from his own frequent uſe of 
that Expreflion Soy of Man as of a Phraſe 
familiarly known amongſt that People, 
And that it was the Perſwaſton of the moſt, 
that his Coming ſhould be ſolemn and pom- 
pous, 7» the Clouds of Heaven, appears pro- 
bable from the gloſs of one of their ancient 
Maſters upon that Text, cited by i Ray- 
mundus ; ID 

15) RRRDu 122Y Dy 121 

$i meruerint Judei, yeniet in nubibus cell - 
that is (as Raymundus explains his words) 1f 
the Jews deſerved that the Mefſias ſhould 
come, He ſhall come gloriouſly according Fu 
the 


2, $ 2, of Proaigtes Preternatural. 197 
rf the Prophecy of Daniel, And then He tells 
DF us further, 1deo Moderni Fudei dicunt Mel(- 
1} fiam non veniſſe, quia nondum viderunt eu 
nf venire in nubibus celi + a Prejudice againſt 
nf our Savior derived from their Anceſtors, in 
= | all likelihood , down to Poſterity among 
e | many other Traditional Errors, And per- 
* | haps we may diſcover ſome footſteps of this 
# | vulgar Notion in that * Speech of our Sa- kMar. 26.64- 
e | vior to the High-Prieſt, who adjuring him 
f | to tell him whether He were the Chriſt the 
# | Son of God, anſwered, Thou haſt ſaid, Ne- 
| vertheleſs I ſay unto you, Hereafter ſhall you 
| ſee the Son of Man ſitting on the right hand 
of Power & coming in the Clouds of Heaven, 
Of which words the moſt natural and un- 
forc'd ſenſe ſeems to be this ; That I am the 
Chriſt the Son of God, ts a men Truth, and 
aſſured ſuf ficiently already by my own mighty 
works, ſerious acknowledements, and the ſe- 
cret perſwaſions of your own minds : Never- 
theleſf,” as a further ſanition thereof, 7 tell 
you, 'you ſhall very ſuddenly ſee that Sign 
(without which you will not fit down perſwa- 
ded) ſpoken of by Daniel, Me the Son of 
Man coming in the Clouds of Heaven with 
Power and Majeſty, Moreover, we may ob- 
ſerve that when the Diſciples demanded of 
our Savior 4 Sign of his Coming (by which 
it is. more then probable that they under- 


ſtood onely ſome ſuch pompous appearance, 
O 3 firſk 
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{ Mat. 24.29, 
Z9s 


. 


of Prodigies Praternatural, 4.2; 
firſt in Heaven, and then on Earth, as the 
7 ews commonly dream'd of) He tells them, 

Immediately after the tribulation of thoſe 
days (of which he had even now prophelied) 
the Sun ſhall be darkned,&c. and then ſhall 


; appear © onuoy that eminent Sign of the Son 


of Man in Heaven, and then ſhall all the 
Tribes of the Earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee 
the Son of Man coming in the Clouds of Hea- 
wen with Power and great Glory, Tn which 
words our Savier ſeems to expreſs himſelf 
ſuitably to the common Opinions and Phra- 
ſes of that People, and to acknowledg ſuch 
a glorious Coming of the Son of Man in the 
Clouds of Heaven ( as his great fign ) was 
foretold, and had a great truth therein, but 
onely the Fews had very much miſ-timed 
and miſ-reported the maner and ſeaſon of it, 
Add ro this, that it can ſcarce ſeem probable 
that all thoſe mighty Wonders which our 
Savior wrought, raiſing the dead, cleanſing 
the lepers with a word,8&c. ſhould not be 
thought by the Fews, in ſome general ſenſe, 
Signs from Heaven; that is, wrought by 
the Power of God, perhaps to try their con- 


ſtancy : Onely they had reſerved the tidle | 


of a Sign from Heaven,by way of eminence, 
for this which their hearts were ſo much up- 
en ; 2 Sign which neverany of the ald Pro- 
phets were dignified by , and in compare 
With which all other Signs were but as popu 

: ' "Yu 


1 6.2; of Prodigies Proternatural, 


Ius terre, of no nameand reckoning, in their 
childiſh choughes, From all this it \is' a pro- 


bable inference, That the Fewiſb Nation 


expected ſome ſuch ſplendid Sign as this, 
and that in ſome ſenſe and ſeaſon -1t was to 
be given as the Sign.of the Meſfias his glo- 
rious Exaltation 1n''Heaven, of which the 
World had received bur one particular Sign, 


m The MifGon of the Holy. Ghoſt, m AQs 2: 33. 


The great Queſtion then depending is, 


When this S727 of the Son of Man was pi 
$ 


ven, and when the frequent Prediction of 
Coming in the Clouds received its full ac- 
complithment ? I anfwer, It was probably 
tulfilled rypically.in theliceral ſenſe thereof, 
in this glorious repreſentation of a Captain 
with his numerous Legions fluing out of the. 
Clouds a little before the Deſtruction of 
"424." ay For the viſible charaQters of 
Majeſty ſtamped upan that Airy Fantaſm 
ſpeak it big enough for the honor of being 
received at leaft as the umbratile Sign and 
Coming of the Son of Man, So vaſt the 
numbers of theſe Chariats and armed Troops 
in the Air, that they appeared (faith Foſe- 
Phus ) woo ms mods, encompaſſing the 
Cities of Fudea, and the whole Heaven 
ſeemed for a time but a kind of Campas Mar- 
Fixes to receive them. And whereas 1t is fore- 
told that his Coming ſhould be with Power 
and great Glary, [where, by 8s Grotins 
Fr o4 under» 
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o Tacit. Hiſt. 


p Joh. 16.11. 


A AE 


luſtre ind\ ſplendor;]: where' can we- find a 
more lively Portraiture of ' both then in this 
Divine Impreſſion ©. thoſe.numerous Troops 
fitly repreſenting -the Power; and the. ryti- 


[antic arma (the: expreſſion: of Tacitus de-. | 


ſcribing this. Airy- Viſion) glittering- Arms 
and ſplendict'equipage in which they appear- 
ed, the great: Glory of his'coming to jucg 
eruſalem, ? the :Prince. of: this World, an 
all the Earthrat the laſt Day, Beſides, The 
ſpecial circumſtance of time by which ths 
$izn and Coming of the Son.of Man is cha- 
racter'd doth ſomewhat incourage our Opi- 


nion of this appearance : - for our Savior , 


ſpeaking thereot to the High-Prieſt and the 


q Mat. 26.64. Fews, tells them, 1 a apm oyecdz, From this 
_ Luk. 22.69. moment, or as * S, Luke renders it, amv's voy; 


from this very Now1hall ye ſee the Son of 
Man, &&c. Expreſſions ſurely denoting a 
very near approach of that ' glorious -Sign, 
and not to be totally deterred (as many Ex* 
poſitors contend) till the Day of his ſecond 


s Chap.24-29- Coming, And S, 5 Matthew doth more 'di- 


ſtinly determine the time thereof in thoſe 
words ; Immediately after the tribulation of 
thofe days fhall the Sun be darkned, and the 
Moon ſhall not give her lieht, &c, that is, 
Very ſuddenly after thoſe Tefler and prelu- 
fory Judgments #n thoſe days of the nat yet 

| expired 
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n 2 Thel. 1.7. underſtands the-» Hoſt of Angels, and: by 
| Mat-16.27. Sy&a -fulgorems :aſpetfabilem {ome . viſible 


.Q A ©.2A 
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expired Jewiſh Oeconomy (of which I have 


- now forewarned you) which were but -as the 


eclipſing and clouding of the Sun and Moon, 


ſhall enſue a final Deſolation (like the rotal - 


blotting out. of the- Lights of Heaven.) 
And then, about-that unhappy juncture, as 


| * that word in this Chapter, and other Pro- ? Tire, i.e. 
circa iſta tem- 
pora. Ita enim 


phetick Writings, fignifies : ſhall appear the 
Sign, the pledg of Fs Exaltation in Hea- { 


ven, and the viſible repreſentation of his !axiu accips. 
coming forth in the Clouds of Vengeance 


to execute the ſentence of Juſtice paſt up- 
on that condemned Nation, A time that 
ſuits very well with that in which this Di- 
vine Fantaſm is ſuppoſed to have hapned, 
Moreover it ſeems a decorum to conceive 


' that this Prophecy of the Crag of the 


Son of Man 7x Power. was. fulfilled once in 
the type and letter, and: again in the virtue 
and-ſubſtance thereof -(which I am immedi- 
ately to ſhew,,) becauſe the Prophecy of his 


coming” in weakneſs [4 Star ſhall come out of Nun,.4.1, 


Jacob, and a Scepter ſhall ariſe out of Iſrael] 
had its typical and literal accompliſhment in 
that New Star which was the dex of Hea- 
ven to the place of his Birth, and of which 
the » Wiſe-men ſeemed ſoly to underſtand 
itz and alſo its ſubſtantial One in the riſe 
of Him who was the bright and morning 
SFHAr. 

The contexture of this Diſcourſe will 


perhaps 
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28 haps be the leſs ſubje& to ravel out, if J 
Dr. Hen- Hem ir with the Speech of our learned and 
_— pious Annotator upon thoſe words, the Sign 


of the Son of Man : This anasov (faith He) 
may poſcibly ſignifie ſome ſpecial Prodigy that 

uld fall about that time, attending on that 
Deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, Joſephus menti- 
05 many,8&c, But unwilling he ſeems to a- 
bide by the Conjecture, becauſe this Sign is 
ſaid to have hapned after the tribulation of 
thoſe days ;, that is ({aith he) the diftreſs and 
fege of Jeruſalem, But here, eadem manus 
Yuluus opemqne, his Paraphraſe underſtand- 
ing that word px to reter to thoſe leſſer 
aleices forementioned , which uſhered 
the darkning of the Sun,&c. that is (as he 


nightly expounds) the total Deftrudtion of * 
7 


e Temple, City and whole [ewith Govern- 
ment Civil and Eccleſpaſtical, 
 T intend not in theſe words to determine 


_ this Predi&ion of the Sign and Coming of 
the Son of Man in the Cloyds, within the _ 


ſcanty limits of this ineffeQive Type in the 
Air; For it had a more pompous accom- 
pliſhment in the myſtical ſenſe chereof,when 
He went forth to that moſt eminent Ad of 
Royalty after his ſolemn inauguration to his 
Mediatory Kingdom, the judging of that 
Rebel-People : for (as Grotzms notes from 
Maimonides) Deſcenſus Dei in nube, ſolet in 
fcripturs iram & vindidtan Agmificar 
nd 


« 
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And befides, the Prophet Daniel, towhoſe 


| words our Savior's Prophecy hath an appa- 


rent reference (though our learned Criticks 

take no notice thereof) " propheſies of-this w Dan.7.9, 
Coming of the Son of Man in the,Clouds, ***3: 
together with the mention of 4 Fudgment 


ſet, and the Books opened, and Thrones caſt 


down, But the Prediction ſhall have its ful 
and perfect accompliſhment at the laſt Day, 
when the Son of Man fhall come (* as. he x A 1.11, 
went) literally in the Clouds of Heaven, 
and myſtically 'too, becauſe appearing in 
ſtorms of vengeance againſt thoſe which 0- 
beyed not his righteous Laws, It 1s the pe- 
culiar excellency of Divine Prophectes, that 
they come down into the World (as the 
Chaldee Oracle faith the Souls of good and 
wile men do.) -mAuy compu} vev, clothed a- 
bout with a great deal of mind and ſenſe 
and therefore have their repeated accom- 
pliſhments z whereby they are divinely di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from-vulgar Prophecies (which 
vain menrun after as Children after a gaudy 
Butterfly) whichare delivered without more 
of myſtery then the neceſlary obſcurity of 
their Phraſe may intitle them unto, 

As for the Prophecy now before our con. 
fideration, Tow ggunoe?) & (nugor B& ys # 
&Y.09s Ov Þ 2639, %j onlor.),0c. 48 it hath 
(I conceive) this treble accompliſhment, ſa 
the words wherein it is delivered are fo 
" | | viſcly 
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wiſely choſen and diſpoſed, that they may 


without ſtraining be conſtrued in favor of 


them all : for that word q4nor?) ſignifies a 
fantaſtical and real appearing, (yufoy both 
a repreſentation and a token, and coy.) ſup- 


poſeth ſometimes for bodily ſometimes for . 


mental ſight ; (three words made uſe of by 

 y®doun, n I Foſephus in the relation of this Prodigy ; ) 

244197, and therefore very fitly expreſliveboth of 

«6 he typical and ſubſtantial accompliſhment 

- }mxoxu- Of this Prophecy, And as happily will the 

Siowre :24/QOrder of the words ſerve the Perſwaſion of 

nry_t; this treble accompliſhment : for if &» & 

ac. x.ax4, Yexve be conſtrued with Cyuor thus, then 

ſhall appear the'Sign in Heaven, of the Son, 

they catry a fair aſpect toward the Prodigi- 

ous  - mm_—_— in Heaven, the typical ac- 

compliſhment ' of them : If with ys 35 ay- 

Sewwe, thus, then ſhall appear the Sign, of 

the Son of Man in Hhoves, they refer to his 

coming 1n judgment againſt Feruſalem, the 

oreat Sign of his Exaltation, as a Prince as 

well as a Savior, in Heaven, But if z» the 

Heaver' be referred equally to Sign and Sor 

of Man, the words will carry a clear reference 

to his laſt Appearance, which ſhall be really 

{2 Theſ.4, Zin the Heaven, and the laſt Sign of his be- 

_ ing that true Son of Man mentioned by the 
Prophets, 

4 Mar. 24.30. I ſhall diſmiſs this * Prophetick Text 

when I have noted, how it preſents to us in 

rene 
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the latitude wherein expounded) onr Bleſ- 
J {ed Savior at once ſatisfying and chaſtiſing | 
the perverſe humor of the you - for he 
gave thema viſible Sign of the Son of Man 
z- | from Heaven, but a Sign of him not ſo much 
as a glorious Savior,as of a revengeful Judg : 
y | being dealt withal herein as God with the 
) {| nicer 1ſraelztes, who would not be ſatisfied 
f 
b 


with Manna from Heaven, but would have 
fleſh from thence too : Þ He gave them their b Pla. 106.15. 
requeſt, but ſent leanneſs withal into their 
Soul, From all this it appears,that this Pro- 
digious Sign which was given, and the ſea- 
ſon whey, are hugely ſingular and extraordi- 
nary, and that therefore it is unnatural co 
conclude any thing thence in favor of the 
Opinion to which I oppoſe my ſelf, Ic is a 
good Maxim, Examples extraordinary nei- 
ther break a Rule nor make one, 


of Prodigits Preternatural. &,z\\ 
\ 


SECT. Ill. 


Strange Sights in the Air, proved no Divine. 


S1gns, 


Froe Confiderations to evince ſtrange Forms in the Air, 
no Divine Signs. 1. We have no warrant from the Scrip-. 
tures ſo to. receive them.. Negative proofs from Scripture 
when confiderable. What kind 0 
choice of by God. 2. Such ſuppoled Signs would expoſe 
men to perpetual deluſion. That made appear upon many 
accounts. God alway careful to bave that fully proved 


which he would have ſtrongly believed. 3. Such Fantaſms - 


have been ſometimes known not ſucceeded: by any Tragical 
Eyents. Negatzve inſtances to be efpecially attended to 
inthe founding of Maxims, and why. 4. Many of thee 
Airy qo” ns ſalvable by a natural cauſe : the cauſe 
propoſed : aſſerted againſt Cabeus. 5. Some of the more 
artificial 'Tmpreſſions in the Air ſeem effeRed by the Devil. 
The end of them; aſſigned by Cabeus, proved abſurd and 
unworthy of God: Good Angels evinc'd no cauſes of theſe 


things. All Gdd's extrabrdinary Works pol vowg a . 


onable Charafers of Divinity : the ends the Devil bath 
ro ſerve upon ſuch Prodigies. Lavater's judgment of them 
rejefted. 
Proceed now more cloſely to preſs the 
Opinion I am contending with, in this 
third Propoſition : There appears not now any 
ground at all to receive any ſuch Apparitions 
zn the Air as the Divine Monitors # any Ca- 
lamities to enſue upon a Nation, And that, 

_ Firſt, Becauſe we have no warrant from 
the Book of God ſo to regard them, or any 
other Prodigy, Let our Adverſaries ſhew us 
the leaſt air of Precept or Example therein 


to oblige us hereunto, and we will be con- 
cluded, 


Signs of old made 


I ew 
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31 6.3; Of Prodigies Praternatural, 207 
chaded, We find indeed ſome Signs of fu- 
cure Events mentioned therein, bur they 
| were either purely miraculous, as the® going e 1Gi. 58.6,7. 
© | back of the Sun in the days of Hezekiah as 
a fign of his deliverance from fickneſs and 
| enemies; or particularly inſtituted, as Sanul's 
* | fmeeting of chree men carrying Kids and f : San.10.3. 
- | Wineand Bread as the ſign of his being ap- | 
pointed by God to the Kingdom: and 8 fixnag : Kin.r3.z: + 
ad placitum, {ach arbitrary Signs as carried RI 29. 
no fimilitudes of the things whereof they Kin = 
| were the Signs (as the Apparitions of Ar- 
\ mies do of ſome fucceeding War) that fo 
none might be encouraged afterward to re- 
oard them as Ominous when again occur- 
ring. But hath it any where {o far inhanc'd 
the reputation of a Monſter, or the antick 
ſhapes of the Clouds, as to- prefer them a 
kind of civil Sacraments, the outward and 
viſible Signs,of ſome (as yet) inviſible Judg- 
ment ? Herodotus and Machiavel have been 
quoted, but where the Scripture « Now a 
negative *Argument from Scripture is con- 
cluſive enough ina matter wherein the faith 
of a Divine Preſcience and Providence, 
Man's dutiful obſervance of God in the way 
of his Judgments, Religion and the grear 
good of Men, are ſo much affiſted and con- 
cerned as we are told they are in the Religj- 
ous Obſervation of ſuch things as theſe, Ic 1 
cannot eaſily be imagined how much Fo 
an 
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and Truth would bleſs the World, if men; 
would reſolve once i» Philoſophy not bes 
5 lieve beyond what is proved 3 and'7z Divi-. 

| b1Cor.4.6. pity b not be wiſe above what s written, _ 

| Secondly, Such kind of Signs would lay 
men naked and expoſed to perpetual deluſions 
and impoſtures : For how oft do the odd 
ures of the Clouds ſerve the imaginations 
of Dragons, Caſtles or Armies in the Air 2 
Can any ſerious Perſon then believe that 
God would have us apply ourſelves to ſuch 

a Proteus as a Clond 1s fora ſolution of any. 
doubt concerning the future, which can F4 
eaſily ſhift into any odd ſhapes of things ? 
Moreover great Aﬀections (which govern 
i PaSivs The moſt) are hugely Poetical, and.quickly 
4:75. inchant the inward honſe, making things ap- 

x = 75 «= pear there in the Opinion of realities, which 
245: 2... arenothing but ſhadow and air, The i Phi- 
7+ * 4&0; loſopher well notes, That we are eaſily de- 
d ty ders” cerved about the objets of ſenſe, when in the 

P _—_— power of any great paſs1on, one in this and 


g0Cw, | 
zpamxs 2y' Others 1n another, the preatye/ 3: wn in fear, | 


[EB_LM0ELLF” mT Lve2£= TT www #S FF SS BS cc. __ 


#pon,a5: - and the enamored by love : ſo that from 4 
xev emo K-yery ſlender reſemblance one ſhall fancy he 


Ec 


= 22 ſees armed men, and the other that he ſees his 
maeulss 6- Miſtriſs, and conceit any rude lines upon the 
, pir# 3+ i-wall to-carry ſome airs of her face, Now 
AA T how full of paſſion doth ignorance, guilt, and 
the want of diſcilpine, make the far greater 
' part of thoſe Spectators upon whoſe telſtt- 
mony + 


C34 


_— 
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thoſe ſtrange 7dola in the Air, which from 
P 


mony the credit of ſuch Relations are gene». 
rally built © Beſides, a very bufie and im- 
preſlive 1magination may 10 pr flels-the 
rays of our eyes; that they thall repreſenc 
things bur according as inſtructed by that to 
do': {it 15 with Sights as with Sounds, they 
are oftentimes but whey and' what men 
think, That word E2ymTm- Zech, 10, TT, 

which we render Clouds,the LXX, by a ver- 

bal miſtake of the trueradix; tranſlate” pdp- 
T«aizs Apparitions or Viſtons': and a me-. 
lancholy Fancy is as ſubje& roTthis real mil(- 

take, the tranflating of Clouds 'into Appa- 

ritions: and Viſions of Dragons, - Churches, 
or Armies, But if-the Fancy:thould nor pur 

any ſuch fallacy upon the Eyez yet the Air;; 
the. Scene of fich Airy Valtons, 'often will: 


_ foriche many vapors and exhalations therein, 


through the unequal diſpoſure:of their patts; 
occaſion various refractions of the lighe fal-' 
ling from the Heavenly Bodies upon them; 
and.by conſequence give the Eyea great va- 
riety'of rude Images :: for ſo-we\ find upon 
Earth, that in the Twilight- og Moon-ſhine 
ſtrange figures of: things will-appear to us, 
which are bur the delufive ifſues of the va- 
rious commixtures of lights and ſhadows, 
And-therefore IT queſtion not: but a little 
$kill in Opticks would have enabled men to 
give-a very conſiſtent account of many of 


the 


210 " link P/ei WR 3 $a | 


the! atteſtation: of /a few groſs, and i 


Spectators haye-been entred wich | anh | 


ſolemnicy in the-many Ragenny ersof- Prodigi- 
ous: Occurrenees,. Now can. any" man 
eaſily believe-that God hath obliged i r0.2 
devout atrenfdance to'\theſe ; things as this 
Signs, of the truth whereof' it 1s > ae all 

k See Luk.1.4 theſe accounts) ſoextreamlydifticule:'ro ar- 

; Jch.6.69. Hive-at fullafſnrance 2k Harhhe nor all a+ 

2 Per.1.19. Jong appeared to value our: Underſtandings 

1 Joh.1.1,2. 

Heb.618, Atan higher rate, then to'requirethem: to a 
religious regard 'of things. at al expoſed to 
the ſuſpicion 4; ſome impoſtire*'''T heſe are 
matters wherein-a knowing man will not/ea- 
fily: truſt  his'own.:eyes, which may quickly 


_ thei: own. Paſſions: to him,” bur (for 


hr he knows) nothing. with certainty: be- / 


fid - muck l6f lefscan he ſafely truſt hisPaich 
with the relation: of: another;:whoſe weak= 
neſs of eyes or: mind may podiibly be greas 
ter then hisown,: | 
- T hirdly,, - Sch kind of Airy Fantifmns 
have beer known not ſucceeded by any<black 
and tragicat Event, The wy is, '\Wiſdom 
omhick-uf ufeth to draw her lines by the'ſteady: 
- and even Rule of ſomewell-aflumed Haw 
ciples) hath notappeared fo-criticalan Qbs: 
ſerver of ſuch Accidents and their Evencs, 
as Folly hath been; and therefore e-are 
not ſo well provided of Examples to repre- 
hend this vanity, as otherwiſe we might ar 
I mu 


L TRAIL 


'T 6.3, Of Pradigies Preternaturat, 211 
| Imuſt therefote-ſatisiemy {elf witha ſingle 
I inftance which occurs ina {learned and ſober | 5an4ys 
Writer, who delivers/it- as matter reported 774n/4t- 
to him/by Perſons of good credit, how that ,, __ wt 
in che year before he recorded that Relation, 
there were ſeen tive ap poſite Battalions 1s the Ann.1629. 
' Air,lancing aut theis Spears ,and diſcharging 

4s it were nt Muskets ; vittory now reeling; 
and in the tnd owe ſide giving chaſe to the 
other, Whereas all-theſe chings proved but 
e vitro; falenra, fafh-. without \thot,. being 
followed: onely. with; the voice: of joy and 
peace in gur dwellings:for many-years,;i.Nor 
can they ibe with any:color of ; Reaſon: pre- 
' fumed: to) foreſhew our. ſucceeding Civil 
Wars, being renioved by the diſtance of (0 
many;years * ſo: little of truth. is; there: in 
' that: Spetch of a®lare curious Writer, dif- " Gofarel 
courſing);of-ſach/ Military Images in. the C,rjje. 
Air':1 This # moſt certain, \thatwe never fait Þ.4. c.12. 
of ſeeing the Event to anſwer the Sign,."'> 

. Now. one Negative inſtanice wil apPear In omni Axi- 
_ (if dulywweighed) of far more force-tountix 9te vero 

a pretending Rule, chen two Affirmative to — 
_— it becauſe yr (the dr" inftentie ne- 
ng ſo full 'of evils and changes) may fall$\"" Me: 

out by an eafie chatce, or-by the Agency of DI 
ſeducing Spirirs upon an eafie: torelight of 
' ſome approaching Battel z whereas the Ne- 
g4tive ſeems to proclaim ſome neceſſity of 


the Event in Nature, and the no Purpoſe at 
P 2 all 


all of: God to. prefer any ſuch emergencies 
the Signs of any of his Counſels., the Signs 
of his appointing being never tinkling Cym- 
bals, that make onely a noiſe in the World, 
and nothing elſe, In all Knowledg which 
bottoms upon Experience Men ſhould be fo 
faithful to themſelves and Truth as to at- 


tend indifferently to any kind of Inſtances 


before they offer to advance a Maxim, This 


1s the cauſe. of that obſtinate dotage upon -|- 


Aſtrology, Dreams, Prophecies, Palmiſtry, 
wy by this and other Prodigies, even a 
cuſtom to obſerve when they hut, .but never 
when they miſs.; growing from a reſolution 


in men to be blind and deaf to what ever 


diſparageth a Propoſition that hath pleaſure 
or a great prejudice to endear it to them, or 
fromxhat ſtilneſs and filence which attends 
all Events which have nothing of rarity and 
"1 i to call the eyes of men upon 
them, 


- Fourthly, 7 doubt not but many of theſe 


Airy Apparitions might be ſalved by a naty- 
ral Cauſe, Some aflign the natural Cauſe 
' onely' the reflexion of the figures of Ar- 
mies fighting or marching here on Earth, re- 
fleted from the ſmooth ſurface of a Cloud 
+ as from a Looking-glaſs : but becauſe the 
les of incidence and reflexion muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be often varied by the giddy figures 
and motions of the Clouds, we cannor - 
uy 
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fily inderſtand how they can ſerve to reflect 
ſo evenly and fo ſong together the ſame 
equal Images ; and becauſe, though a Cloud 
could-at fuch a diſtance reflect the military 
figures of an Army, yet not the terrible 
noiſes thereof, we ſhall diſmiſs. this conceie 
as'at beſt bur an ingenious vanity, It car- 
ries a fairer ſhew of probability, that the ſup- 
poſed firing of Ordnance and Muskets is no- 


' thing but the coruſcation of ſome incenſed 


Exhalations breaking forth by pauſes and 
intervals from the Clouds, and (as Thunder 
doth) with the noiſes and terrors of thoſe 


Military Engines; The running to and fro 


of Horſemen and armed Companies may 
be repreſented to an ative Fancy by the 


. Clouds of differing colors carried by the 


uncertain force of the Winds to very une- 
qual figures, Theſtands of Pikes and Spears 
may poſſibly be but the ragged and deform- 
ed protuberances of the diſturbed Clouds, 
Onely Iam apt to believe the repreſentati- 
ons of theſe thingsare in themſelves ſo rude, 
that men are forc'd much to quicken the 
deadneſs of the Types by the fictions of 
Imagination : for thoſe add noiſes in the 
Air, which the Ancients called bur the 
ſounding of. Trumpets, and the rattling "of 
Armor, have (ſince the Invention of Guns 
hath ſuborned their Fancies) been thought 
the diſcharging of Muskets and great Pieces, 

P 3 Now 
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Now that theſe Apparitions'itthe Air ariſe 
from the- figtires -of *condens'd+ Vapors (as 
thoſe on Earth of condens'd- Air) appears 
n Pomponat. very probable from'the Relation-of® Pompe- 
” ons natins concerning them; That they are. ob- 
a fe ſerved bat in the night, or early in the morn- 
ing; or tiward the cloſe'of "the day + the Rea- 
ſoa whereof ſeems t0'be this The Air at 
thoſe ſeaſons is more replete with'groſs Va- 
pors, which by the uneven difpoſure of their 
parts ſend varieties of 'od& Images to the 
ye, which all vaniſhwhen once-the lighe 
and heat of the Sun' grow ſtrong enough to 
baniſh from the Air all choſe impoſtrous 
ſhadows and- vapors which did produce 

them, | 
: ILamwell aware:thar this account of theſe 
> Ont caſe ' terrible Forms' in' the Heavens carries no 
confluant fu- more color of "|1kelihood in the eye of ſome 
= —_ men, then that: which A4ros gave of the 
tent homnes original of thÞ Ieol ; OF eaft it (the gold) 
pug into the fire, and out came this Calf, They 
#4 ad pugns, [eadily acktowledg the matter whereof 
_ E&preli- th e:: Images are made to- be» ſuch coarſe 
50n ſolum caſu Y.2P215 2nd Clouds as have been mention- 
difi, ſed ne ey but the? difficulty (ſay they) ws mhat 
-— wine hand formed them: into ſuch tively figures ? 
Cabeus, 1.3, £9 that movable wapors fhauld by chance con- 
Meteorol. T. ſhiny andjoin together, fo as to repreſent arm- 
Hoy Dilns ed en and Navies ready appointed for fight, 
tol.claſ.3.c.ulr. Yea actually fighting, ſeems fpoken not aye 


T1.) 


Ml 
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by chance, but mithout any duc uſe and appli- 
cation of mind in this matter, I anſwer, The 
Forms; of. theſe . Heavenly Impreſſions are 
not always drawn. upon the Clouds with 
that diſtin&neſs and fulne($.of reſemblance 
as it is pretended : the figures of the Clouds 
oft carry but ſome dull and tude repreſenta- 
tions of Armies or Ships which Fancy quick- 
ly licks into more.ccomely ſhapes; and many 
of the Prodigious-Forms in the Heayens are 
(like the monſtrous ifſues of 7x0 in the 
Poet)begotten between a Man and a Cloud, 
the Poetical Imagination'of the Beholder, 


. and ſome more general and heavy reſem- 


blances in the Cloud, -But becauſe thereare 
ſome Appearances in the Air, which ſtories 
make faith of, whoſe ſingularities of figure, 
ſeaſon, continuance, this Philoſophical ac- 
_ may ſeem unable to falve;.I turther 
add, 

Fifthly, 1t & very probable that ſome of 
theſe ſtrange impreſiions and noiſes in the 
Air are owing to the power and operation of 
the Airy Principality, Many .of them are 
managed with that method and artifice, car- 
ry that life of imitation, come forth inſuch 
choſen ſeaſons , and continue for ſa many 
hours (if the importynity of Hiſtorians in 
this matter beof any confideration) that any 
blind and faral cauſes ſeem greatly difpro- 
portioned for ſuch Effects carrying {o many 
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plain characters of. counſel-and deſign, ' God 
therefore (faith .our fore-cited Author) can 
onely in reaſbn be intitled rothem ; to the 

qUriſti ludi- end4 that byſuch ludicrous Sights he may in- 

eris ſpends: ferutt us to Piety,and may give thoſe that fear 

impictate de- himp a Sign'that they may fly from the hurtful 

peltandem © Sword; and ſo his Elect may be delivered, 
et metuenti- _ : 7 IR hs 

- us ſe fenifi- BUT certainly this.is (to return.to his own re- 

cationem ut - proach) caſu diftum, if ever ſpeech were, 


 fugiant a f 


Jegren',* 7 For 1 would demand 3 Are the Ele& to 
liberentur E- whom the Sign is given alway known to 0- 
ny EY thers.or.toirheml(elves 2) Are they: diſtin- 
#1 guiſh'd by:theircauſe in civil differences 2 
Are they here (as at the laſt Day) all on a 

fide? Ort they be known, would he have 

them run away and leave the wicked, the 

World can better ſpare, to fight it out till 

they may come again? Would he have men 

deſert their ſtations, and (under color of be- 

ing warned of God) not to aſſiſt their King 

and Cquntry,when any ſuch ludicrous fights 

(as he calls them) ſhould appear from Hea- 

ven? Doth not this ſpeech not onely ex- 

cuſe, but ſantifie Cowatdiſe, and even ſup- 

ply the Coward with an holy 'Zphod to hide 

is Sword in ?.. for he is ſuppoſed, in flying 

from the hurtful Sword, tobe at God's 

beck,and to ſerve the diſpenſation, Beſides, 

ituppaſe it bea Sign of an approaching War, 

3s 1t a Sign of -a Deteat too? if not, the 

Eteet may chance to run away rather from 

| Honor 
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| 6.3; , 'of Prodizies Preternatural, 
Honor then Danger : or. if it do preſage a 


Defeat, whoſe-fatal ſentence doth it-pro-. 


nounce ? Need we not ſome other Prodigy 
ro unriddle the dark and. perplex'd meaning 
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of this 2 * The Hiſtorian mentions ſeveral r io. Caff 


Pompey join'd Battel z amongſt others he 
relates, that there were heard ay n40/'7? gpa- 
med, the ſounds of Armies in the Air - 
but after all he adds, (&p*'i65)w ommeyis 
ody mopgfarore, NeSmAs * it could not certain- 
ly be known from them to which of the two 
deſtruttion was foreſhewn,. It 1s not therefore 
to ſpeak of God by chance and withour 
aim, to attribute ſuch Signs to him as ſgni- 
fie nothing with certainty. to thoſe tor whoſe 
ſake they are ſuppoſed to be given £2 'To 
aſcribe an inſignificant Sign: to God, is' to 
blaſpheme Him by a contradiction, 

- And how ſolid ſoeveritimay ſeem to the 
firſt rouch, that Opinion willappear as tranſ- 
parent, if brought to the light, which atcri- 
butes all theſe Military Forms in the Air to 
the courteſie of good Angels, defigning (in 


imitation of the Divine Philanthropy): to 


warn Mankind of ſome approaching. Deſo- 
lation, that ſo they mayarm themſelves with 
Patience to entertain 1ts coming, We ne- 
ver find in the Book of God, that Heavenly 
Hoſt, ſent forth but to wait upon ſome very 
important ſervices, the prutettion of 4. Pa: 


triarch, 


Rom. Hiſt. 


Prodigious Events. juſt betore Ceſar and} 


4 3+ P- 262. 
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$Rev.22.15, 


Of Prodigies Preternatural, &.z, 
triarch, or a great Prophet, the declaration of 
the Birth of the Son of God, or perhaps to ſ0- 
lemnize (as his firſt coming in weaknels, 0) 
his ſecond coming in Power, againſt Jeruſa- 
lem exd the other Enemies of To Kingdom ; 
Can we then approach any ſuch cheap and 
little thoughts concerning them as to ima- 
gine they are ſent forth to run a-tilt in the 
Air to find the vain World talk, and to tell 
it news? or that God would ever confer 
the honor of ſo ſolemn a Preſage upon fo 
mean an occaſion as a paltry Batrtel at Sea or 
Land? roooften intended but a ſervice to 
the luſts and paſſions of men which have 
broken all thoſe cords of love, precepts of 
charity, whereby they are bound one untq 
another 

Now then, except men will ſay (as ſome 
incline) that there are in the Air the Spirits 
of all natural:things, of Horſes, Men, Dra- 
Sons, in which (as in theaſhes of the flower 
in the Chymiſts glaſs) there remains a for- 
mative Power of thoſe ſhapes in which they 


once dwelt, (whiclr conceit yet gives no ac- | 


count of the artificial Formsin the Air, of 
Arms, Caſtles, Ships, &c.) what more pro- 
bable account of theſe ludicrous Forms in the 
Atr can be given then the operation of apo- 
ftate Spirits., ready * mfr 1-SIQ. (in the 
Phraſe of S, Fohn) to make a lie as well as 
to. tell one? Sure I am, we find the Ap- 

| 24 PEATAaNCESs 
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pearances of Armies and the noife of Trum- 
pets in the Air, found. among ſuch bad com- 
pany (ſo-many hateful Omens and Prodigies 
obſerved by the Heathen ).as is ſufficient ro 
blemiſh cheir- reputation, and to give ſuſpi- 
cion that the-obtervation and production of 
both was owing tothe ſame Father of lies, 


t Ovid having-mentioned the noiſe of Arms voy pt | 


and Trumpets heard" from the Clouds, re- 
lates (as Prefages of equal place and repute 
with him) :zhe m__ of the Statues, the 
wandring of the Ghoſts, the odd figures and 
colors of ohe Sacrifice,Foices in Groves 's, 
the like doth-Yirg1l in that place ſo often 
cited, "Beſides, All God's Works (thoſe 
eſpecially which come to feal ſome Truths, 
or to declare ſome purpoſes of import) ever 
carry with them ſome undoubted teſtimony 
of their Divine Original, All thoſe divine 
Dreams; Vifions, Impulſes, Intellectual Im- 
preffions, Revelations, by which holy men 
of -old were tanght of God, /lefr (like the 
Sun-beams) no. place for a Diſpute about 
their Cauſe : there was that iStamms appul©-, 
unexpreſsible peculiarity in them. which ſa- 
tisfted' the. Perfons which received: them 
that they aroſe not from the energy of fancy 
or black choler. : Andif theſe were the ſpe- 
cial Works of God to: fignifie any great 
Purpoſe of his, the Characters of their Di- 
vine Original would be ſo'legible upon _ 
| *-.-. ar 
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#20 . Of Prodigies Preternatural, &.3. d, 
| that he that runs might read them, Where- 

as the moſt zealous Afertors of the ſigni- ; 

ficancy of theſe and the like Prodigious Ef- | © 
Sree tes appear wholy » unreſolved whether to 

tiles aut impi-tntitle the Power of God or the Devil to © 

* thro their production : How then can a wiſe and : 

bonos quem Judicious Chriſtian underſtand whether he : 

| mer Angelo be to receive them with a devout fear or a 

gwen, 5a great ſuſpicion * | 

vero hacgutros __ Spirits, like Juglers, may oft do 

3 dfcitins of very ſtrange tricks to call upon themſelves 

' julico quam the Obſeryation of the World, or (as S. 

ut ab bomine Auſtzy ſpeaks) noxie curioſitatis retibus im- 

cog plicare, to flie-blow the minds of men with 

Phylic.Curiof. CUrIOUS and impertinent inquiries into times 

L6.c.3 to come, or to abuſe that faith and fear 

whereby God alone is to be honored. Or 

perhaps when they ſee Cauſes big with ſome 

ſad Effects, they may by ſuch: Signs fore- 

ſhew them, to derive upon themſelves the 

Opinion of Prelſcience, or of ſome great af- 

feftion to Man,whom they awaken, though 

indeed it be 'but as Delilah did Samſon, 

when, the Philiftines, ſome 'great Evils are 

juſt upon him ,- for I obſerve.many of theſe 

Airy Forms bearing equal date almoſt with 

the Evils emblem'd' in them, ' Or finally, 

ſome impure Spirits may poſſibly in theſe 

antick figures ſerve that impoſtrous and 

erik ſportive humor , thought to be in them 


' 18,19, as well as in ſome men, 
| | Now 


$.3, Of Prodigies Preternatural, 2/5, 
Now then when we have all the high | 

probabilities (beyond which to expect in 

this Argument, is a ſign men underſtand not 


, the Laws of Diſcourſe) to perſwade ys that 


the more artificial of theſe deluſtve Images 
are of the Devil's ereting, what wor bi 
and reverence can any ſober Chriſtian 1uma- 


 ginedue to them? No'manwill give regard 


to any ſigns or words which fall from him in 

houſes or perſons poſleſt, and is he become 

as ſoon as Fe mounts the Air (like the Pope 

once gotten into his Chair) God's Oracle, 

and worthy of all faith and obſervance ? 

Surely no, The more ſtrange it is to. find 

ſome learned men, while they acknowledg 

theſe and the like Prodigious Appearances 

in the World effeted by the Great Father 

of impoſtures, receiving them notwithſtand- 

ing, as the Signs of God's Fatherly- Cate x Ef autem 
and Providence over the Aﬀairs oft Men; on ſs - Ca- 
For ſo * Lavater, ſpeaking of Spectres, the ,; mares ; 
Appearance of Armies in the Air, and oddft, nibiloni- 
noiſes in the Clouds and the like, tells' us, Jemur bz + 
Although it & very likely that the . moſs of rebu Dei Ops. 
theſe Pradigies are- of Dabolical efficiency, an 
yet we ay diſcover 7 theſe things the Ber a den | 
ternal care and good-will of God towards us, 'i«m, defenſi- 
and the defence he makes us againſt the trea- infdiws Dia- | 
cheries of the Devil, The nakedneſs' of boli. Lavar. 

which Opinion will not permit me to look © Fr» 


P.2. c.3. @* 
any longer thereupon, P.1.c.15. - 
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* of gn Preternatural. 
»SBCOT; IV. 


Concerning Apporitions of $ Jpartts. 


Aiſtaebie general | -g matters p62 he could no; be 
well reſolJed, commended : and imitined i thi Theme. 
Three Conclaſoons in reference 10 Apparitions laid down. 
Mex ſubject to a double extream a5 t0 Refigion and Pro- 
wtdence. The Reſolution of ſome Philoſopbers in Lucian 
as to matters of difficulty notedy and tmirate4 by fome 
; -\ Some Relations. of Apperitions comtuded credit- 
' able, and why. - Spirits noted, zo bave appeared ſome- 
times in ſtrange Forms before ſome great Deſolttions, 


and why. No- Sins to be credited given gk unclean. 


| ts. The Erhnick Dodrine of two ſorts. of, Dz 
- _ #jetch hot the Devil. Two mole propel uy Iſis ith 


bad Apparivions from 800d, 


"Here 1s nothing more dreadful to ths 
Y-- fight; nor:yert more grateful: ro the 
ears wh is moſy;t Apparitions SG Gholts 


as Concerning which therefore I 
J endeavorto ſerve thecuriofity of the 
Reade ina more full and diftin& Diſcourſe 


thenTnow intend, if thardemand:of Archi- 
itdes: upon another occaſion, Aos' gs; 
Give" me ſome ſure ground to ftand wpon, 
_ firſt be ſatisfied, Bur:-this I am under 

air of finding, white the. Philoſophy 
of bebe Nature 1s ſo' full of: uncertamty,, 
the Hiſtory of their Appearings (o big with: 
Legend, and the account of the conſequents 
of their Signs (o ſteep'd in Aﬀection: and 
Superſtition Iris noted by ſome of his $7jol 
ciples 


3 
$.4« . 


FJ $4, of Prodigies Praternativral. 
les, much toithe commendation of theit 
Maſter Ariſtotle, that he hath. ſaid fo very 
litcle concerning God and Providence: 1t 
being a great inſtance of - modeſty and ſobri- 
ety.of mind, in Divine marrers eſpecially, 
wn 2g Sb wes (as the Pythagoreans i- 
rect) . not 10: ſpeak without (utficient light in 
the cafe.; ' which He could not have amidſt 
the darkneſs of Gentiliſm, I ſhall herein imi- 
tare him,” not intending'to write much by 
| dark,and tobe very bufte ina'Theam where 


| tam unprovided - of. any ſure Principles to 


| meaſure my coficeptions by,” All that'T ſhall 
_ offer on this ſubject ſhall be: comprized-1 in 
theſe three Propoſitions 2: '* 

on T bere have been ſome ſuch Appari- 
trons 0 f 57s itits as Books commonly make fuk 
of, 1 readily gtant that this Argument'(like 
an inchanted Houſe) is full off Fantaſms agd 
_ delufive Images; and that many ſtoties of 
this narure thereare, which like Sp ectres are 
filled outn ſhew,with real 
but when-we-come: to 
them by making ſearch'into their cankooal 
evidence,” we find then vaniſhing into the 
air of 'common:report, or-the fingle teft;- 
mony of ſome ſuperſtitious and melancholy 
Imaginant, ' And therefote, I know 
men are /not at. all impreſſive to any ſuctt 
Relations, but look upon them all bur as 
(Aphatitivns indeed) things which never ad- 


vanced 


In Alexand. 


yanced nearer .to-Realities then the Images 
of a Dream, 
- Look as in Religion, ſome men (to pre- 
ſent God with-a flattering faith) take great 
_ to invent new myſteries therein, to 

ncy a ÞeY&., ſomewhat inexplicable in e- 
very.article thereof, till they have made it a 
contradiction' to the moſt natural Maxims 
and-eaſte ſenſe 'of our minds, and a ſcandal 
tq men that can diſcourſe ; fo others are ve- 


ry: buſie in filling up every depth, and re- 


moving every real myſtery therein, till they 
have 'left no image or footſtep of its un- 
ſearchable Author thereupon,” Thus it comes 
tO paſs in the matters of Providence, fome 
menare_ hugely .caken with myſteries there- 
in, delighted to hear and relate ſomewhat 
»cw. and ſtrange ; 'their Pia Mater is alway: 
big with ſome Religious Legend or mo 
to obtrude uponttheeaſie World as adivine 
diſcovery; Othets again would remoye all 
Prodigies, Apparitions, and/whiat-ever goes 
off. from the figures: and meaſures:of com- 
mon and ordinary; and know not-to admit- a 
Perſwaſion of any thing, of: whoſe Cauſes, 
Ends or Examples they are-not-aware, - - ©: 

Lucian commends this temper'iin Fpreu- 
rus, Democriths, Metrodoras , That:it any 
thing -rare and - wonderful fel before: their 
con{1deration, they had put on adtpdumrle 
youlw, a Reſolution as inflexible as Ada- 
mant 
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dag Of Rrodigtes Preternaterad. 
mage to.endeayor 2 Solution thereof, and its 
reduQion- tothe proper' ends and caulſes;:; 
which if they were: able-:t9 do well and; 
good z but it-hbt,,toarteftall further ſearch 
and-wonder with-this ſentence, 1ſesSvs #2i; ©: 
Woich duet, it 5.4 tie, and: inpoſlible.to 
be:atall. (Antalie art to\maintain the re 
pute-of underftanding meri-!)-Andwe ſhalt - 
not {eldom*find. men (eſpecially ſuch as are 
Utives at no great experience of theniſelyes 
or things) adyancing the length of their own 
> 63 a Experience: (45 Our Zng- 
liſrKing did 'his:arm) the common ſtandard 
and} tneaſure -0f, the truth; or ; falſhood-:of 
things.3. an inſtanceof which: temper ap- 
peats: in their) ſlow and heavy. motion ;to7a = 
faith of ſuch;things:(Appaitions-among.the -- 
reſt) whoſe, natures, cauſes, ends or patterns 
fall not wighiather.compats.' Buccertainly, 
astQ be of..a waxen faith, impreſſive t0.any 
Natzations ofchiszngtwe,ds atvinſtance of 
ſoftgels- and | fuperſtition-3.ud«an obſtinare 
and; pertinacignsrincredylicy; retains a.lixtle. 4: 
to.Atheiſin, becauſe removipg.one of the 
greateſt.and mgſt pregnant Arguments of a 
Deity;.and giving cauſe. of ſuſpicion -that 
the Perſgn hatty 2 temper ſcazee.curable by 
Religion; which (as we may obſerve) is {0 
managed, a3. to ſuppbſe men, candid and it- - 
genuous, ſuch as: will fir. down with high 
probabilities , where the condicion of the 
"ro things 


426 Of poodieies' Preternmtiral: 4iq, 


things to believed admits-aorevidence. atd: 

; detnonſtrarion,” The- Stories: of: alt Times 

 drefull of Relations of - ſuch things as chele, 

ate; therefore Unbelie-in this. patricular'is 

guilty of the rudeneſs of ;giving/the lie to 

 _ yVid.Lavater. the) World on and belides ,fame-of theſe 

| despefiric, © Relations. ate delivered with: ſuch) cixcunts 

P.1.<:113- flances of time; place, words(poken, Eyents 

fucceeding, Secrets diſcovered, ſtrange Pal- 

fions in Men and Beaſts, apoiy che preſence 

ot-ſuch Apparitions,as ſecure then (as- much 

ascan be expected ) from all-{ufpigion of de- 

ceit of ſighr oriimagmation.in the Arteitors, 

2 Cardan. de They which have uching. ears, for-fuch ſto- 

44 varret. Þ es, may have them fufficiege! (qucned 
14. c.69. & 7 > _ —— 

L15.c.78. by* Cardaims,* Grofens, aid: other Under- 

CO takers mn this curious, . | LINE pl | -+ mc , 4 

Projoſ. <= Secondly$-The* Apparitidins of, evil 4n- 

gels in what places, } Seay bee 

their Premoattions by what wvoicts and. fogns 

ſoever, ought not. tobe-attendrd unto as the 


% 


Spefr. g, find in Scripture the fall of © Saul and Fond- 
9 than, thoughambiguouſly, foretold by the 
Apparitionof an evil Angel,) Such, Appa- 

| * ritions 
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6:4. Of +Proargres Preternataral, 

ritions have- hapned | (though generally in 
times and phees -of ' greateſt Ignorance and 
Superſtition) and that perhaps, as was ſaid, 
that cheſe lying: Spirits'may maintain an O- 
pinion of their foreſight of things (though 
the matters dignified by them be ſuch: as 
might eaſtly be diſcovered in their Natural 
or Moral-Cauſes)-of-to ger ſach-a ſtock of 
credit whereby they. may fet.up Cheaters 
with the leſs ſuſpicion for the furure z ov 


a-petty triumph over men, whoſe fins, ro- | 


gether with-their cemptations, have berray- 
ed them roſtich-approaching deaths and mi- 
ſeries'{the Reaſon-alledged by fore why 
they appear'- ſo much among Tombs and 
and Charnechoufes,)- or to extort from 
men ſome fantaftick-Rites' and Februations 
to chaſe away Mormo's and Spectres, and to 
make them infinitely ſuperſtitions and dif- 
craſtful of God: and Providence, Or per- 
haps God will have:theſe Apetyons ſeen, as 
[rwere,” upon the Stage, betore- Execution, 
cthat' men may know and conftder into whoſe 
hands;'in all likelihood, their iniquities have 
betrayed them, 

"Bur admit Satan-to be in-theſe Appariti- 
ofs- (as in other matters) 2999 dvneaToy 
(as S. Baſil ſtites him) an Enemy not eaftly 
ſcerited our, and his depths paſt our fathom- 
ing, ſure I am we have no warrant at all to 


give any evil Spiric the honor of the leaſt 
| Q 2 credit 
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f 1 Cor. 10. 
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g Deut. 16, 


21,22, 
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credit and regard; by an'obſervance of any 
word, action, ior f1gn of his; '4/God would 
difown one of his Royal Titles, when once 
blacked and profaned by the Devil's uſur- 
pation, : Our* Savior refuſeth a juſt and tre 
teſtimony to his/Divinity, when given in by. 
the:Father of ſhes. God's: Servants' refule: 
his -good Creatures, when once ſet f upon 
the' Devil's:/Pable, No 8 Groves: muſt be 
placed near God's Altar, nor Pillars erected 
as b:formerly;;when once profaned by diabo- 
licaFtmitation, 'We are allowed »o fellowſhi 

with Devils, by whom-truth' is never Toll 
but-to- ſerve ſome deluſton:\and 1mpoſture, 
And therefore:though +we'iread- that: God 


ſometimes madetuſe'of:ewt Angels as the 
Executionets 'of: his Judgments, yet-never 


that be:commiffioned any- of «them to" be 
Denouncers of them, 3117 1 

- To receive:ithereforet'the/evident or bur 
ſuſpetted Apparitions; Voices, Drummings, 
Noiſes of- evib:Spiics-in the 'Heavens-or 
Earth , as Prefages 'of ſome approaching 
Evils (as-if-like: fome (ftrange Creatures:in 
the Sea they uſed to play in fight againſt a 
ſtorm) is tooxſult ſhame to bur ſelves and 
to- our Religion: To ourſelves} becauſe 
rendring ourſelves thereby ro the fauſpicion 
of. having an/huge credulity-and curiofity 
(pregnant arguments of a- vain and unfur- 
niſh'd mind) that will adviſe with the Devil 
#1; * r0 


6.4: Of Prodigies Praternatiral_ 
ro know what God will do hereafter. To our 
Religion] deriving upon it an appearance 'of 
falſhood in the many afſurances it tenders 
us of the treacheries and impoſtures of thoſe 
forſaken Spirits, Such Apparitions report 
nothing to us with faithfulneſs, but (what 
they uſually cempt men leaſt to believe) the 
Being of God ; and fo (as the Vipers fleſh is 
faid to cure its own biting)enableus to quote 
the Devil againſt Satan, and to caſt- him our 
by himſelf, The 'Chaldee Oracle long ago 
adviſed men againſt an attendance to any 
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verbal or real - Sign given them by xwyes 11þ} ui 
aPovut terreſtrial Dogs (as they called their ”*” — 
more material and coarſer ſort of Demons, ,;;.. 77 9 


conceived the Worriers of. Souls,) becauſe ms 12a6 5s 


Our aAnvts onus. Beore Swruuns, never Mwees TH 
ſhewing any true Sign to Main, mppw © Seias 0" 


T9 pero Cons, EF vogegs Feweias NmAs 


"kP ſel. $chgl, 


Topo: (as* Pſellns paraphraſeth the O- ;,locun, 


racle) being placed at huge diſtances from the 
Divine Life, and lapſed from all intelletual 
Contemplation : and ſo neither willing nor 
able to give any creditable notices of a fu- 
ture. time, In which, both Text and Para- 
phraſe, there may. be much of eruth, though 
T think the common Ethnick Docrine'of 
ſome more cruel and cheating , and others 
more kind and truſty D 4mons; was aferch of 
the Devil's muck-like thar'of our common 
Cheats, which caveat with much ſeriouſnels 
p Q. 3 againſ} 
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light of this pretended honeſty may fo dazle 
_ eyes eta themſelves may practiſe 
their art the leſs faſpeRed and difcoyered, 

It is our wiſdom not:to invite the Devil 
ſo far to be our Oracle; as'to vouchſate'the 
leaſt credit toanyof his prophetick ſpeeches, 
poſtures, actions , 'but;to reſolve to' take 
the Goodneſs and Providence of: God as ſe- 
curity ſufficient for thepeace and compoſare 
of our minds; -and -not>to put-our ſelves 
out.of his keeping (and fo-make way for the 
accompluhment of any of them) by any dif- 
cruſtful fears, ariſing-:from an obſervance of 
any Signs whatſoever given" forth; by fo 
ſworn an Enemy to God; Truth, and the 
Peace of Man, 

Thirdly, The Appearances of 700d Angels 
are now rarely given, hardly diſcovered, ne- 
ver. to be expected, 1 ſay, Rarely given] 
Oracles, Revelatjons, Miracles, Viſions, Ap- 
paritions,were a kind of extiaordinary Man- 
za from Heaven, whereby God ſupplied the 
neceſſities of that more defert ſtare of his 
Church under the' old Law : all which, the 
more plentitul provifion,and more filent and 
gentle temper of this new Oeconomy, hath 
rendred leſs ſuitable and expedient: And 
therefore ate ſeldom vouchſated now : I do 
WET ore pda I {peak without book. 
(0. put Tome very probable Relations of 


this 


of Prodigies Pr eterpataral, 14. 
againſt Thieves 'and / Cutpuvſes:; char the 


IMI 
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this .nature , \ that: ! Apparition is ufually.} Sce the ftory 


| Tex more fully re- 
thought an Herald from Heaven,” which a- 7: —_ 


midſt a great actendance came and adviſed 4.0m, Ser. 
Janzs ther fourth of - Scotland (in whole on Luke, from 
Councels at that time: the concerns of a Fiſorian 
Natjon _ wrapt ap) AE ſome on 

ces, but-eſpecially; the. aghting- of. his 
ny SREAEy the Bneliſh - thoſe 
words, Rex, ego-an.te-wmiſſus ſums ut te ad- 
moneamsne qua tnſfitufti progreaiargs ; quan 
admonittenem: ſi neclexerss, nog grit © re tua, 
ned eornm:quite comitabuntur, W hich couns 
ſel. He: neglecting, Himſelf ; -moſt of his 
Nobles and Army; fell 1a that fatal Battel; 
Hardly diſcovered;} for- how: ealtly may the 
Devil..umpoſe; upog- our Simplicity in. the 
Livery of an Angel of light?- Though 1 
think-there are-two-more truſty Characters 
to diſtinguyh the Apparition of an evil from 
a.g00d Angel. then the cloven-foort vulgar 
Opinion affixerh to:the-Devil :- Qae 4s, the 
impertinency and ifrttvolouſnels. of the end 
and occafion thereof. Apparitions, Miracles 
and: Revelatians (by, Dreams, Oracles, Im 
preſſfions)were the three ways whereby God 
anciently diſcoveredand aftured -his Truths m origen. l,z, 
and | Counſels- to-Mankind,. Now as the © <« e, 
Ancients often diſtiaguiſb-crue Revelati- 7; Cn 
ons-and Miracles from pretending ones; by /i4-].Gerlon, 


calling men to. con{ider whether they were whey 


direged acgs 7 7 oper (wangaar, te the pir 2 faths, 
Q 4 ritual 
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# Luk. 20. 36. 


of Prodigies Pretermitural, (4. 


ritudl and etepnill health and ſafety of "Souls; 


and whether they' were gens. C whe” we 
® TH ar,gepmwy je , profitable and really 


" uſeful ro mankind * ul true \Miracles 'and 


Revelations being: (like God) great, £00d; 
and holy, in- themſelves 'and' ends {owe 
may by the ſame ſtandard prove the truthof 
Apparitions:'ifthe ends and occaſions they 
come to ſerye be mean, cheap; vain, we may 
arreſt chem- upon ſuſpicion 'of forgery *ahid 
poſture : God never ſent an AngeÞ-from 
Heaven upon a fleeveleſserrand.. The other 
charadter'is 'the monſtrous form and thax 
thereof, The Sons of .God never-debafe 
themſelves by ſuch bruitiſh ſhapes, ludjerous 
peter, which evil Spirits uſually do 4 de: 
igning to get'to themſelves the homage of 
ſome great fear from men,'or to abuſe theit 
imaginations,or to diſhonor thei imageand fi- 
gure of Man-(whom they ſo much hate) or 
ro appear rather ridiculousithen abomiitiable' 
Never to' be expettid] becauſe never pro- 
miſed [te*connſel us, . though they-afeto 
rotedt us. P Converſe with'Angels| Sa dig- 
nity which our ſtate of infirmity cannot! well 


\- bear, nor our follies admit :- it is reſerved to 


char bleſſed time when we ſhall be ® to /Jy61, 
equal to the Angels, and'{o more fir company 


for them then we are while carrying abour 


uS' T65 rac mores (35 the Platonift- calls 
our bodies) theſe coats bf matter and or: 8 


LIM 


Cav .4, Of Prodigies Supernatural, XAJF 
And this: T: hope rhay . ſuffice: ro tendep 

concerning theſe {econd* kind. of Progigies 

Stenal. | {OE LSE ISA 
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Concerning © Prodigies Supernatural, 


Hereare ſome Events, which the Hi- 

ſtory of Times preſents us with, of' ſo 
peculiar a!'make and. charadter ,. that 'they 
ſtand. alone+in- Nature ,+and ''their- Caufes 
ſtand ſo-much. in the dark, .that*they-feem 
to enter a very fair and plauſible Plea for the 
reputeof 'a Miracle :, Anckis ee the turn- 
ing of Ponds and Lakes (in appearante) into 
blood ; Swords as of fire" feencto. hang. over 
Cities (as that over Fernſalem) for jeveral 
days together, the removal of "Mountains or 
other parts of the Earth ſor ſeveral furlongs 
from their 'natural places 49 the' falling: of « Vid.Gaffarel 
Hail or Snow' ſealed with: ſome. KI ift- Hnheard-of 
Zures ; ſome ſtrange alttrations obſerved-in —_ "IM 
the motions: and tempers of. the Birds or 
Beaſts, or colors and figures of-' the Heavenly 
Bodies ;| the weeping or ſweating of Statues, 
ftains as of : blavd diſcovered upon Stones , or 
the Images of \great men';, 'New Stars diſco- 
ered in the'Heavens, With theſe muſt:be 
reckoned ſome ſudden interciſions of the light 

0 
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p Virgil.Ge- 
org. |.1. 


Of Proatgies Supernatural,, Cap 4: 
of the: Sun, occaſioned not by the wail of an 
Eclipſe caſt before it, but ſome unaccountable 
paſiion of the luminous Body it ſelf. Such a 
deliquium we read of immediately ſubſe- 
quent to the death of Ceſar, concluded: by 
the Ethnick Poet, a kind of. prodigious 
ſhrinking of the Eye of Heaven from the 
view of ſo black a wickedneſs as the Afla(- 
fination of ſo excellent a- Perfon;z ? who 
_ occaſion thereof thus exprefleth him- 
Ell: G63} T9 C3 263 STO] ©: 
Ihe etiam extinito miſeratus Catlare Romans 
Cum caput.obſcurs nitidum ferrugiue tinxit, 
Impiaque eternamtimwetunt ſecalanoitem, 


The San eclips dit ſelf. when Caſar dy'd, 

And all its Glories did\'in Sableshidt. 

To mourn Rome's lof'; while guilt receru'd 
the $ight 4 NIGF 3: 

As Plede or Pitture ofn Eternal Night, 


A ltke inſtance whereunto (in another kind ) 
is the: ſudden torpor: and ſtanding ſtill of 
great:Currents,and- the parting of their Wa- 
ters.in ſo wonderful a:maner, that: they.carry 
ſome weaker imitations of thaſe.miraculous 
divifions of Waters-in ſacred: Writ, : Such 
was. thac which  hapned- Ann; $399, when 
the River af Onſe in Bedfordſhixe parted 4- 
bout. Harold in that, County,..the Waters 
from: the Fountain ſtanding (till, and thoſe 


4, toward 


1 oe a aces as wa 
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coward the Sea giving way, ſo that it was 
paſlable over ofi foot for three miles roge- 
ther, To all which muſt be added thar 
dreadful Eruption of Fire from Mount Ye- 
ſuvius, fiſt hapning in the ſecond year of 
Titus, immediately upon the Deſolation of 
Feruſalem, 

. Now though I am far from giving to all 
theſe Effects the repute of a Miracle, much 
leſs of a Sign; yet becauſe Nature ſeems 
not in theſe, as in other Prodigies, to err by 
any known Law, and ſome of them at leaſt 
are ſo wonderful, that they appear to ſtand 
in the confines of a Miracle, I thought good 
to diſcourſe them incloſed under another 
name and notion : And the rather, becauſe 
it our Adverſaries ſhould chance to call a 
knub an horn, to-ſtile theſe or ſome other of 
the fore-mentioned Prodigies, Supernatural! 
and Miraculous, they = {eem(like Protex ) 
to avoid all the knots they cannot unloofe, 
Reaſons they cannot aniwer , by ſhifting 
forms; and that Event which they cannot 
adyance a Sign of the time under the name 
of a Prodigy. they may poſſibly aflay to do 
under the color of a Muacle, 

That therefore which I ſhall offer con- 
concerning Prodigies Supernatural (whether 
in truth or pretence I ſhall not much inquire) 
ſhall be couch'd in theſe tew enſuing Pro- 
policions, 
| SECT, 
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SE CT.'Þ> 5 1. 
Three Propoſitions concerning. Prodigies S#- 
 pernatural.: - 
Noextraordinary work 'to be haſtily judged a Miracle, for . 
four Reaſons. Our Savior why efpecially frequent: in 
* . Cleanſsng the Lepers and. raifeng the 'dead. Lying Oracles 
. and Miracles much. uſed by the Deuil to the purpoſes of 
' /'Imipoſture. Three Ages of Miracles. Miracles wrought 
- very fparingly.us to; number and meaſure. Why Miracles 
came attended heretoforc with Inffendffon, «The Sword as 
- "of Fire which:bung over Jeruſaleni,' an intended Sign 
of Deſolation : 'the ſpecial fitncſs of | that Sign to the ent 
% . thereof. Some ather Prodigies related in Joſephus, why 
not of equal credjt with this.” What to be thought of the 
-woice in the Temple by him recorded,” avid of Fe ſudden 
.. opening of the Gates thercof. The. Temples uſually the 
Scene.of Prodigies among ,the Heathens , proved from 


their Writers. The policy of the Devil in that, noted: 


Ur firſt Propoſition'is this :: 78 #&: 2 
great example of: rafbneſs, eaſily to in- 
title any ftrange-Effett, whole cauſe ſtands 
not-in-a good light,” Supernatural and Mira- 
culows : and thatupon a fourfold account :. 
1, We underſtand. not the juſt compaſs of 
that ſphere of attivity aſsigned to bare Natus 
ral Powers,and bow for they may (in ſome cir- 
cumſtances) exceed the lines of common and | 
ordinary 'Operation. How: many Works of 
Arc are-there;ſoarce the wonderiof our days; 
thezperformance whereof ; in" the-rudenefs 
of' former times ,- would. have preferred:a 
© © man to the repute of Simon Magus, the-peeat 
RD Power 
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1. 6.1. Of Prodjgies. bh upernhatural, | G7 


Power of God? + Who would not- two-or 


| three hundred years ag0-bave vouch'd the 


breaking down .of mighty walls by : the. 
powers of a little black duſt;-as great-an-im- 
poſſibility; as the 1dians did the communi. 


cating by Lettersat ſo great a diſtance t.W;e 


underſtand.not fully how far our Notions of 

poſſible and impoſſible (when we-are..in 

view of Agents Natural) are fix'd and faith- 

ful. Some things we well- underſtand ro be 
impoſſible in Nature, or elſe we were;-not. 

capable; of: being perſwaded+by a real Mi- 

racle ; but' other things-we onely. think co 

be impoſſibles\in Natute, .or el{e' we were 

not- capable of . being -deluded by an *.ap-.” Pent.13.1,2 


2 Thel.2.9,10 - 


pearing one, /As.for the:Miracles: wrought, 7 

by: our. Savior, :leſt ariy-thadow of. natural 

Power might feem-to 'afhſt-and-{o'to difpa- | 7 + 

rage. them, he-uſually-exerted \his Nivinicy 

inreftoring of men-born.-bliad: re fight; ;in 

curing of the::woman whorg:Art had gives; Lut.8.43. 

for deſperate,jinicommanding- the waves and 

ſtorms into:{ence with a'word:: ; but-elfped@  .-.;;5. 

ally frequent was he in*raifirig of- the dead: Mar.: 1.5. 

anidcleanting of the Lepers :; the former. all +>... ; 

the World, would acknowledga Work that 

lay perte@ly-our--of the ways :of Nature ; 

and the latter the Fews commonly ſtiled\;he 

v:#nger of God, and therefore this Miracle « 2 King. 5.7; 

eſpecially (of- which they had ſuch a' great 

Opinion) 1s fad to be wrought for ? a teſt;- » Mat.8.4, 
m0ny 
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X Rey. 13.13. 


. 3 Mat. 24. 24. 


- 4 Ads6.8. 
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2079 unto them, Thefe were Works wheres 
of no Magician ever attempted the.counter-- 
feit': otherwiſe his:Miracles had-left open a 
widedoor for Infidelity to gerout at;/And no; 
queſtion, if God intended chat the fore-men- ; 
tioned Prodigies ſhould be received with the 
Opinion of Miracles, thereqhould/not ap- 
pear the leaſt Thidow-of natutali:Power in 
them to obſcure the luſtre :0f -his Divine 
Power immediately exerted inthe produdi- 
otr-of them, ' 13512 1124 not yo 

- 2, 'We underſtand” not i bras the 
Dominion of the'/Prince of=che Powers of 
the Air extends; and*how far hes able to ape 
4 Mirkcle by thoſe' wonderful impreſſions he 
Can make upon nataral. bodies," We tead of a 
Beaſt" to whom-vhe [Dragon had! given: his 
Power, 'doing®:gYrat Wonders, and- cauſing 


- 


Fit t6 come down fam Heaven; as it'were in - 


imitation of El/#ze28: fo: much to thelife had 
the-Devil's falſe Prophers imitared the.true 
ones in their gtear'Works, that they are ſaid 
co-Atfſe and ſhew? great Signs and: 'Won# 
ders, where the very ſame Greek words are 
nfedwhich expreſs the real Miracles of = $; 
Stephen, The two-ways whereby God hath 
advanced his Kingdom, are:Oractes and Ati- 
racles + and weithall find Zueifer his ambi- 
tion of being like the Moſt High, expreſt in 
his (though lying) Oracles and Muacles, 
For we tread of the Deliverers-of talfe Pra- 

| phecies 


; 
| 
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phecies and/the:Doers of lying Wonders 

+ foretold ds . immediately fubſequenr tO OUF'g Mar. 24.24. 

Savior's Aſcenſion, And ſome ” ex 

choſe two thorns b 0jugice "Apvic like to: theb Rev. I3.11, 

Lamb, which'the Dragoriis ſaid to have, of 

thoſe two Powers of giving; forth ( though 

falſe) Propheciesand Miracles, whereby the 

Devil in his Emiſlaries did heretofore ape c Demonum 

and reſemble the Lamb and this followers; ſrens 2 

And. ſo tair a ſtat as he ſer upon them minibus & 

that they Jong paſt current in the World, imaginibus 

according as it was 4 foretold, Nay Hiero- - quibuſdem” 

cles (wlio.yet had the Touchſtone of Phi- fizni & mi- 

tofophy'to diſcover them by) was ſo far in- 79% flem 

chanted*by thoſe lying Wonders wrought Diviniruri 

by'that Arch-Magician Fr ms that+ (45 era. Tere 
appears- from: what Zn ſebius' wrote againſt 75 a 
him) he durſt vie-them Les che mighty Mi- 

. racles-wroughte-by our Bleſſed Savior 'To 
aſſert-rtheretoge the fore-mentioned- or the : 
like extraordinary Works, tranſcendent to w 
the Powers of the infernal Kingdom, orthat 
evil Spirits ican ſerve no ends-of im 
in them at ſome times; is an Aﬀertion-which 
feems-: to! \ have more- of ns ther "tphe 

| 0 Rvvknfadthewife Dagfab 

3; We everfindt e wif. £ 

ſtore by bis Maracles, reſervite ng Ho 

to' the ſervice of ſome great occaſions = (0 

oreat, that the Perſon and feryice of John 

the oP ſeemed nor great enough to re- 
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ceivethe hogor ofa Miracle, 
of--three Ages of» Miracles :-t /-Whenthe 
Law was tobe given, and the Fewiſh Oeco- 
-nomy: tobe ſetled,and that-among a People 
to dull and 'heayy to be np. upottby 
ſabtil Arguments, -2, When-the: Law was 
tobe reſtored 29 its;juſt reverence among 
-that Apoſtate People, the teni Tribes, wha 
were faln into ſo.Lethargisk: a ſleep, that: 
there was no awakening of- them into a ſenſe 
:of God and Duty, -but by the loud yoice of 


ſome mighty Signs and. Wonders. 3; When 


that; Oeconomy-which was fgunded in Signs 
-and-VV onders was; gow to expire and -to-give 


Place. to the Kingdom of: the, Mef4ah..-And 


. 
. 4 *% « 


- . _  » We may obſerve, that whemGod.did work;a 


Miracle, yerhe-did it very Apacingly' and 
uſually as much in-the uſe of natural Agents 
39;their; capagities would allow,., When the 
would.divide ;the:Sea, he dig-itby cauſing 


eExod.14.21. an Faſt-wind-to blow /all bor the 


Watets : and; wv en;he- would; deſtroy the 
Egyptians heir difordeted: their f Charjs 
ots;and broke aheir Wheesg:atguafs retwni | 
nathr alinm ant; artificio[armm: tio: nn ah 
vine potentie miraculo corruiſſe viderentuy'; 
as 8 £ineda notes Apen that gcgafions, when 
out $avior, was..t0.\a{cend. Miraculoufly. ro 
Heaven, he went as far as\hegould on fogt 
thicher, even to the top of; Mount 01:vet - 
and when: E1/ij ah was to. faſt forty days, ou 
| | there 


e read bit | 


as bit; of Prodigies Superaarhral; 


- 


_  there- might>/be . no waſt 'of --Miraculous 
Power, God would have him eat a double 
meal: before it,” Te would>therefore ſpeak.us 
_ preatly ignorant of the extraordinary ſacred- 
nels. of a Miracle, to:give'the honor thereof 
to every ſtrange Accident of which our Phi- 
loſophy can:gtve no veryſmoorh and'con- 
{iſtegt an account, and to imagine Heaven is 
grown 10 laviſh of them:now, :as-to throw 
them our -upon every cheap and unknown 
ſton, | The, . Laws of: Nature . proceed 
pon 2 more excellent counſel then thar we 
may preſume. them reſcinded-upon any little 
or unaccountable ends, -G 
-: 4; God s Miracles came forth heretofore 
attended generally with inftruttion : Being u- 


{ually wrought by great Prophets,who could -. 
teach the People, and point to'their intend- 
ed ſignifications. Miracles are commonly 
God's Seal to.ſome great: Truth, and there- 
fore ſome writing they muſt be afhtx'dro; 
tor as the writing without the ſeal wants 
authority, ſo the ſeal without+the writing 
{ignificancy, God's Miraculous Works ne- 
ver come forth (like a Jugler's tricks); ſoly 


to make men ſtare and wonder; norarethey: 


| level'd onely to the adyancement of -hisown: 

Power and-Divinicy (ſufhciencly-reported; 

| asthe Apoſtle tells us, by the things 'which. 

are nhade ) butgenerally toſome humane he- 

nefit, the curing; of ſome deſperate: diſeaſe; 
| R 


the 


Profof. 2. 
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the ſupplying:met in ſame urgent ſtrait, the 
affrighring of:-them- from Gomes deſtruQive 
prachice , ' or the :confirmation: of. them--in 
ſome important'rtrath (the ultimate end of 
themvall,) Andicherefore ir is neceſſary chat 
we underſtand what errand this: or that ſap- 
poſed' Miracle comes forth upon; and upon 
what account. we are concerned therein; 


Of Prodigies Supernatirat, $;1% 'T 


Where Men underſtand not the. meaning of F 


the loud voice of-a Miracle,” ic: ſpeaks but 


into the Air, Now-what Prophet have we 


” 
'y 
= 


able to lead: us:to the true meaning of any 


fuch great Wonder * It it be God's Em- 1 


baſſador, where is the Interpreter that can 
expound its language, and reſolve us whe- 
ther it.confirm.a Truth, or declare a Judg- 
ment, or refute an Eror, or foretel a Fune- 
ral? Withour ſome inſtructionatrending it, 
every ſtrange Event in the World will (to 
the moſt) be like the Wind, they may hear 
the ſound thereof, but not know whence-it 
comes, nor whither it goes, what cauſe ir 
proceeds: from, nor what end it is dire&t-. 
ed to, ito! | 
-Upan a Conſideration of the Premiſes, I 
nnderftand not how any haſty Concluſions 
now-cohcerning the Miraculouſnefs of any 
ſtrange - Evenc-cart reconcile themſelves to 
countel and ſobtiery, 7 7s 
-:Secondly,”- That: flaming Sword (as both 
figure and: form-may intir}e'#):whrch 


hame. | 


OVer 4 


i Sz 
ut _ 
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* 
"Be / PY. 
7 


RAI 


« 


over Jeruſalem for the ſpate of 4 year toge- 
ther before the Roman Eagles prey'd upon it, 


was' probably intended a Srgn of an enſning 
vengeance, - For. our Savior: propheſied of 


ſome fearful Sights, and great Signs from 
Heaven, 4s the tore-runners of the Detola- 
tion-of that City ; and perhaps-upon_adue 


Judgment ofthe ſeveralctcumſtances of this 
. Heavenly Phanmenon,1t willappear big e- 


nough ro. fill ont. that eſhon, What 


Zmore teartul'Sight then a Sword hanging juſt 


over our heads, and a flaming Sword toon 
the reſemblance thereof £ God made choice 
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of a ® flaming Sword as one of the firit real þ Gen. ;. 24. 


expreſſions of : his diſpleaſure to ſtrike a tear 
of his Juſtice into faln Man, And a, great $12 
it was z for as that Star which was the Con- 
ducor of the Wiſe-men to the place of our 
Savior's Birthyſo this wonderful Appearance 
declar'd by its peculiar Accidents, that it was 
of no common make, nor cameforth upon'a 
common errand, 'Tt appears by theftory to 
have deſcended ſo low in the Ar, thar it 
was evidently vertical to the City, which 
if it had been a' natural Comet it could 
not- have done: and it laſted fo long, and 
maincained ſo fix'd a Poſition, that it 
catinot well be numbred among thoſe 1ap- 
la Cometarum , 1h the Elementary Regi- 
on; mentioned before, whoſe ſubril ang diſ- 


- - fipableanaccer ſerves then not'to any tach 


R 2 long 
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' 3*Tme 2 7-3 long continuance; at leaſt not to ſo ſetled a 
at» #5poy #54 poſtare of appearance, Moreover, 0us Sa- 


powpais = yior's Prophecy runs in the plural number, ' 


| 9k ” [There ſhall be fearful $1 Guts and great 


in avny SIGNS Ins] which therefore can- 
«ws. 15 not well be ſalved by that ſingle Sight and 
—__ —_—_ Sign from thence of Chariots and armed 
az Companies iſſuing out of the Clouds, of 

which at large before, But both together 


proclaim it very fully and wiſely accompliſh- 


ed: for the firſt ſight of a firy Sword was® 


but an indicative Sign, an Hieroglyphick 
and obſcurer Image of a War ; bur the lat- 
ter a repreſentative Sign thereot, being a 
lively ſetting forth of one Battel and Army 
by another. 
. Now moſt fit it was that a Nation long 
deaf to the Voice of the many great' Signs 
from Heaven to proclaim -an approaching 
Salvation, ſhould receive ſome from thence 
of an approaching Deſolation, Amongſt 
which none ſeems more proper then a fla- 
ming Sword, being an expreſſive emblem of 
Warand Juſtice, and a kind of imitation and 
remembrance of that flaming Sword, which 
drove the. firſt Parents of that diſobedienc 
People (upon their rejection of the Tree of 
kþ Rev. 22.2, Life,a% type of the Lord of Life and Glo- 
#3)-from the Paradiſe of God, . © - 
---They which ſhall endeavor to fink the 
price and value:of this-and the other Pro- 
ro. & 10 digious 
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digious Appearance-in the Air, beneath the 
eem I receive them with, by laying beſide 
them ſome other parallel Examples of them 
occutring in the Writers concerning Mete- 
ors, ſhall find me no difficult Auditor of _ 
them, if they can firſt fix the accompliſh- | 
ment of our Savior's Prophecy in ſome in- _ 
ſtances which maybe more 'plauſtbly'pre- +. 
tended fearful Sights and great Signs from 
Heaven z, which I: ſhall take :confidence to 
ſay, I am ſure they are unable to do, or to 
produce the Examples of 'any-aity imprefſi- » 
ons able to equal-or to come. near all the 
great circumſtances of theſe two, | 
- Nor doth the receiving! of! theſe: 'tws' 
Signs with ſuch ſerious thoughts;impoſe any 
neceffity of entertaining withilike Perſiva- 
fion the many'6ther Prodigies related upon 
the fame occation by Foſephus * Particular- 
ly. the ſtory there of an! Heifer, which be-1 rant mus 
ing brought by the Prieſt tothe Altar brought v7 635 # 
forth a Lamb, is a dead fly ſufficient almoſt 7/5%= wat 
to ſome nicer noſes to make the whole Re-'s, ,% ano | 
lation of his other Prodigies to ſmell ſtrohg- 2pre & md 
ly of an impoſture : this was rather a ladi- ##9 wiow, __ 
| crous then a fearful Sight:>'' and beſides; Fa .. 
Can/any man think God would ever:wofk 
ſo ſportive, ſo cheap, ſo infignificant a'Mi- 
racle It is probable therefore that this 
Prodigy might be originally coined in ſome 
Ethnick mint : for it is ſufficiently known 
R 3 ' how 
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how much iris figured like many other:Le- 
gends related; in the Gepr#le -ſtories,: where: 
the mention of  Prodigies occurs, Herodotus 
relates that a. lictle before the defeat of 
Xerxes , & Mare: brought :torth an Hare, 

m Xo7pO- -m Dio Caſiias among, other Prodigies, That: 

cogent” ij a Sow brought forth a birth every way trke 

— :yuily that of an Elephant but :onely; in the feet. 

D.Cal. Hijlh. And whereas Foſephus there alfo relates the 

Ron. 143- ſtory of. the- Prieſts their going into-the 
p. 242. . : 

| Temple about Pertecoft to' attend the holy 

offices of the Evening , and. hearing: thar 

voice therein,- ps Cawmpy arm Srv, Letus 

go hence, the whole matcer feems bur a table: 

arignally:invented by ſoue {ſuperſtitious 

Heathen: (4-litele diſguized by Foſephus } 

whoſe uſual, :Dodrine was; :that the:Gods, 

when theit-'Temples -and :Altars wete de+: 

_ filedor taken, uſed to take pet; andrudyiis | 

. .. ariſque relidhzs..to (betake: themfelves? ro 

.. -, ſomemore hallowed and magnificentibrings; 

A Expaaſe . Sure T am, Tacitus (cems' to. believe'\and 

ſubjes je @. underſtand this Relation in ſome ſuch ſenſe 

audiia major aS- this: and whereas he -icalls this Voice 

Pumans v9%> which was heard Major humane, there is 2 


excedereDeos _ | 
| fmul ingens Perfect reference. to a'* common Erhnick 

mous excce” notion, That all Appearances of the Gods 

dentium. Ta- | "#777%K; 7 

cir. Hiſt 1, 5. WETe Managed-in :hgures," voices, and other 

o Vid.Fileſac. circumſtances. tranſcendent 'to an humane 

Tdolat. Magic. | 


ly. meaſure : 20 which Notion ? Virgil had a 
P | 


neid.z, reſpect in that Verſe, 


, # ho 
- 


Viſa 


Fi 


JMI 
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Viſa mihi ante oculos & nota major image, .. +. . .. 
wh | 3p 2112 NON CRIDESY : : 


And whereas both Tacitas and Foſephus're- 

lace the ſudden. apenrng.uf the wars of the 

Temple, a ſtrangewoice-in the-Templez. and - a 
«1 h;ght-arof. fire feen in 7 wang hefore q 5ubito nu- 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalew; they appear Hun igne vie * 
t6-mme very .mich:co Ethnicize-in all theſe ren 
ſtoties, For, before- che: Zacedeamenjans were Tac. ib. 
overthrown at the: Barrel of) LeudFra, i:15 

i tqriedthat''/the Arms in che Templt were . G.fur. t1n- 
heard to make a noiſe of their own avcord-; hearc-of Cy- 
and: about *the ſame timer'ar:iThibes the 776 
(ates of the Temple arerdparted tohave 

opdtied oft hab, ves, And Drs: Caſizas g2+ 
mong-othen:Prodigies, rakes ſpecial noude 

of\gw* Ape ſen ro enterahe-Temple of C3 5s Rom. Hift. 1, 
768, aad-of the: ir of night herflying ficft 52: 7.483 
tothe Temple. of Concird; amy then to' many -1., Ks 
othdr conſecrate places'; and (ro omit-ather 


1oſtances) he cecords; that the death of Cfaws 


dins was prefaged by the T aur lf Hint , hens. Pe 
#: &14i 2 Nag) vets, oþ arthreems 97 W Mem! get- 
of. the Temple nf Jupicer: Congueres. <\Aine! = Yau 
vi Plutarch tells us how thei Adranite tame CE 
ly:opened: theiriGates to, Thwolſtog and his wimwins 4 
Armies, der|artiey with horror 'and amaze; #315 6 2 
ment that the : ſacred Doors of 'thei Tepapte 7 '* 


TUAGYES an 


flew oper of their own accord in'the midft-of rivam lie- 


#be fight, which tome of ther party khadwnh yor 0812 &c, 
ſome of his ; and 1hat the face of their Idot- 7'%, i 
fs hrch R$ 55: 0: 
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God was [cen to flow with a great [meat And 

x om X erertg wut the re er of an en- 

2% @ ive3y, COUNter with Hannibal,tells os (4 matter not 

4a: J' 13 uſual with him) that every Temple was full 

Faph i. of $1 {ens and." Prodigies. The Echnick 

tn by . Temples were: thus. aſually: the- Scene 'of 

_ | , Progagtes perhaps becauſe 'the Devil 

. thought the Sacredneſs of the Place might 

" give 'Repucation to. the Sign/,: and. prefer 

the; Gods :t6.the Opinion of fake Foreſeers 

and: + go oF all L the Evils which _ 
 ceeded, 

'. Now ther curting off cheſs dead and rotten 

branches from-rhe main Stock: of Foſephus 


his ſtory, wilt prove .no-prejudice. at alÞzo 


thoſe two. found'ones fore-mentioned-;: for 

: theſe latter were-neither very fearful Sights 

© hor great Sig7, nor yet fron: Heaven, for 
- had _ that ipublick notice and -longicon+ 
coop which theſe two had, whichie 
therefore the: leſs expoſed -ro ſuſpicion of 
impoſture;-:But:T think' I need-nor'much 

+ 7 CONC my«ſelf - :to,- throw. out" Relations 
-* which have-had peaceable poſſeſſion of ithe 
_' common Faith tor (o many Ages,: For.2d- 
-- mit them Truths, they ar& ples extra+ 
- . ordinary .in themſelves and .in. their occaſf- 
*-ons, and (to«uſe- the words of Foſephas) 
| yuatters that mould ſeem altogether to0 great 
for credit; but that ſucceeded by me. T8 (1 
rely agic.; calamities big ag for the ſo- 
lemnity 


{ 


— 
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lemnity of ſome Signs and Preſages : and” 
therefore (theſe Examples ,*exempred by 
their peculiar conſiderations from all capa- 
cry of making common rules, ſet aſide) T 
ert 002994 133th 
Thirdly, None of the fore-mentioned Pro- Propoſ. 3. 
digies, when ever occurring, are now to be 
received as the indications of the condition 
of any future time, Toa proof of which ., 
Propoſition I ſhall proceed in the uſe of: the R—_— 
fame facile and! ap” which «ſc obſcuram 


was obſerved while diſcourfing of Prodigies m——_—_— 
Natural , endeavoring to build it up,'- biberur uſum 
x. By ſome general Reafons, - —_ 
2, By aparticular Induction,  . . + Quinil. Inſt 
| 20G! G ct, OrnL6eat 
495 ha 
2s 


25.0 


x. Real. 


- \ 


o prodge repre d.2/ 


SECT- 


a RBeaſans maine «81 Siqnifican) « 
Types $ ———s, 


wi aſon. We have no ſolid ground | to receive QI as 
 fignificant' Signs. of any future Event, The Vantry of 


wg eye _ tgion which botrom' Safe 
: Reaſan.antbs ghazce of Opin 
ELLY in ew te ſe why "ets oh er of ſo Ling, 


 . The'pretondin Reſoas of contrary! Ws 8.4 
'- Mord (2) Wee uyaniidor ſure Rules of Jn- 


rerpegan pA r , Similieude and Ex 
he niende? K-14 nog ers 'of Dreams ant Fr 
digiee; The yen bothin thi; bufnef cvince'ds\ The 


Egyptians 0 nobabality ſuch critical Obſer- 
—_ f 0 ſes,” Ser The yea {hr 
of — ible Signal... (3) A natural actount 
- may be given of ſome of theſe {u ppoſed iracles. Strange 


changes in the Heavens owing to ſome cauſe in Nature. 
The Opinion of Petavius in fe crence to that Deliquium of 
the Solar light hapning upon the death of Conſtantine the 
ſeventh, rejefted. The judgment of Plutarch of the na- 
zural cauſe y, ſome ſtrong e Spots þ omctimes diſcovered 
upon Stones. (4) Many of them of Diabolical efficiency. 
The Reaſons of that Aſſertion. The ends the Devil ſer- 
wed wpon they note te him 
of old then bis Oracles. The Opinion of Fate among the 
Heathens encouraged by Prodigies. -Appian. Plutarch. 
LaQantivs bis Judgment in reference to them. (5) Many 
of theſe Prodigies miniſter to greater ends then Prelages : 
#boſe touch'd upon. 


Hat Argument which well deſerves 

© the leading place among rational Con- 
1derations againſt this Opinion, is this : We 
have no ſufficient grounds and reaſons to per- 


{wade our reception of any of theſe (ſo called) 


k) uper- 


LEE does. «a tos ns 


8 2hs 


- : a> 4 
4 
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Supernatural: Pradigies as the Signs of "the 
Times. Without Reafon we cannot ;ought: 
not, to receive the Sctipreune it ſelf; much 
leſs a Prodigious Event, asan intimarion-of - ©: --© 3 
the Divine: Counſels, There: ee I:knbw 
ſome men which can hang their moſt'weiph- 
ty Principles, like the Barth, * port wathing\'; Job 26.7. 
Reaſons and Demonſtrationsare look'd op- 
on:by them (where Reh _> Gs, its re? 
cerned) not onely as/uſele ' 
and as cold dull-things:. onkiper con + for A. 
theiſts:and Heteticks [xD > ſis x 
ceptions by':iFheir Dikconrſes and: erm 
ſpeak them Proſclitesco-that Maxim of 'th& 
Old -Heathens' * About» Paifriney conrerntia O3xim ed 
my the Gods, or any matters' Dyuinc, wi\mwuſh Nay 2, Irie 
newer expect'S cience and Demunſtration; bur —_ wa 
receive thetwall;, how: ftranye ſever] with: * hs = 
the Religion of x very piſiveSout and fub-in!; emer 
wiſh ve! Faith.) Objects hor: and vehement;\//255 amd 
and'that do.not much task and employ their mtg 
weaker faculties, as pretended Oracles, Rever trept.in $ymb. 
lations; flvong* and ineXplicable impreſſions ** 
von their 'S parits, mighty Prodimies, _ 
turgent Imaginations and'pretty Fantaſm 
Traditional Perſwaſions, they uſe (as re 
Birds in. the. night ro that which: glares 
moſt) to fly about and admire, Bur theſe 
meaſures of underſtanding (like the Bed bf 
Procruftes) bring all men-to an equal length, 
and quickly proportion che 'mind that hath 

wiſdom 
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wiſdom to that which hath none , and there- ( 
fore can be acceptable to thoſe onely, whoſe | 
floth and ſelf-negle& gives them a fear of | ' 

b Gen.49.3. the curſe of Reuben, Þ never to excel, | 
If once Right Reaſon, the Door-keeper 

of| the Soul, be put by its office, our inward 

houſe will. ſoon lie open and free for every 

vile and. vagrant Opinion to” take up and 

dwell therein, : Tt' is -indeed. the great Do- 

&rmne of ' thoſe Sons of Myſtery, the Cabba- 

lifts and/ ſome-Thymiſts , that Intellefus 

perficitur patiendo; the mind-bf Man, like 

matter; 15 rendred moſt capable of being 

well informed by becoming pure /potentia, 2 

pertedtly paſsive' power to what: forms of 

qe” knawledg may Caſually come: upon it from: 
 ©* *. - abroad, 'or the-aQtivity of imagination'$ 
2. Aand-that Truth offers her ſelf ſoly ro 
ri: ſuch paſhonate and -humble Suiters as can 
5 be-content even to forego themſelves to 
2., gain;her, But we know the men and their 
communication : God, I am; ſure, hath no 
where required us to a Faith .which can- 
not ſatisfie the Reaſon of. a Man: which 
ſearcheth into. the grounds and evidence 
thereof,, He hath commanded us to prove 
, before we hold faſt, to ſound as well as ail, 
And therefore till we ſee ſome better reaſon 
offered to acquit our owning of them as the 
Signs of God's Counſels, befides the imagi- 
nations and diftates of dogmatical men 


(which 


$:2; Of Prodigies Supernatural. 
(which will venture to. break open God's 
Cabinet while they want any ſure Key to 
unlock it) it is but a juſt reſpe& to our ſelves 
ro maintain our freedom-of difſent,. and to 
believe ſuch ſtrange Works level'd to' ſome 
other White then what they imagine, - | 

As for 'the ſeeming Reaſons which this 

Opinion leans unto, they will appear (like 
the Staff of Egypt) either'to break under, 
or,by an eaſte retorrion, to-pierce and wound 
it ſelf, For whereas it 1s urged, that Except 
we admit this end of theſe Semi-miracles, the 
moſt quick-ſcented will be at a fault, wholy at 
a loſs what end of them to aſsign and pitch 
upon : I anſwer, Is it ſo-great aninconveni- 
ence to admit of ſome Paſlages in the Book 
of the Creature, of which we are not Scho- 
lars good enough to make a right and proper 
conſtruction Are there not ſome Works 
of Providence which God hath made deep 


and © myſtical , on ſer purpoſe , that Man «Ecclel. 8.17. 


might be humbled by them into a ſenſe of 
his own/ignorance and ſhortneſs * See 7ſas, 
48.7. Erle 14. Andis it a ſtrange thing 
to hear of ſome Works in the compaſs of 
Nature out of our reach, ſuch as we muſt 
behold (as Children do the 'Moon) onely 
with an ignorant Womerment © Tea, but 
the World will be alway ſurprized_by Fude- 
ments , if we admit not ſuch, Prodigies the 


Signs of them - And hath not Gog+:told, 


even 


454 


d Kai. 47.11, 
12313. 


e Eccleſ.g.12. 


'o Aedichy oaperanrit, bal (Þ 
even-thoſewhoſe Profeffion'it-1s!tolook af- 
ter \and he” pretended Signs of 
Tirnes,'the Monthly * Progueſticators , this | 
Deſolation ſhall come :upon them ſuddenly,and |} 
they hall not know'?: And is not Man ex» 
preſly .faid © w4t 20. know' his time, but to be 


ſnared in an wil time falling ſuddenly upon 


him ? Yea , but many ſtrange Fudements 
htve come after ſuch ſtrange Evemts - What 
isthis bur to pur che ſame fallacy npon Men 
which” we ſamnetimes do upon Children, 
when we tell them, Many people have been 
known to die after emtting of their fingers ? 
Let- it appear: that Fudgments come Cox+ 
fantly, Immediately, Def Dri gnedly; atter them, 
and the Cauſe is' d, In fum; The 
t-confidence of the Opinion we contend 
with. feems to lie (for ought-F can-perceive) 
burn 2 ſeries of man Aſſertors, which, like 
perſons in the'dark, e their eyes, and rake 


catdvaely tohold- faſt by rhoſe which wene 


before them ;:ſhall-we then entertain an O- 
pinion that hath'ſo little ro fay for it {elf © 
Thar man that Tan -believe w/rhout Reaſon, 
Sn next capacity to believe aparnft it. - 
Secondly "Ie are utter rhy enprevided of 
any truſty Rules to diret? the Interpretation 
of Tſe Pres of "Heaven, They 
ofeof Wax which may-be wry'd to 
what figure, expounded ro whar ſenſe: Fancy 
nl impoſe upon hiera; 'The Ancient. Ox#1- 


rocriticks 


rectiticks uſed to plow with-a double Heifer 
p$o-unriddle the myſftick meaning of Dreanks; 
$Similitude and Experience. They conliders 
ed either 'whac the Images of the Dream ks 
propoſed did molt firly repreſent, or how-th =... 
former Experience they had ſucceeded : and ©  ©* | 
I never heard thar the Interpreters of Pro- b 
digies took aim to hit the right ſenſe and in+_ - | ,.. 
tention of them by any other level then - - --:— 
that: of theſe two, 1, Simulitude : That” * © 
they tell us ſhall ſacceed of which the Pro» _ _ 
digy may be conceived the moſt natural + ---- 
type and reprefencative, As, three Suns in | 
the: Firmament ſhall be received as a Pre- — 
{age of threeRivals for the Throne in aStace, 34 
A breach in ſome noted River ſhall be an. in- - mY 

_ dication of ſome civil breaches in theNation, 

Aſeeming Combare —_— Crows, a figure 

of one amongſt: Men, . Thus. the common f pc. xp. 
people, upon occaſion of- that ſtrange ſwear- H7. p.36. 
ing Sickneſs hapning at the beginning of the was 6 
Reign of Henry the ſeventh, uſed to ay, homine & 

f That it was a Sign that his Reign ſhould" be (0c ee 
with much labor, becanſe it began with 4 Sick- in Epiro _ 
neſs of Sweat, Another (leamedly) tells us, tn. 4nr23z 
That a3 Monſter made up of Man and Dog ## —_— "if 
the body thereof, did foreſhew that the City, morſibus & 
:n which it was born, ſhould. be -vexed Can nc_—_ > 
nis morſibus & clandeſtinis proditionibus ;vexmton 
But becauſe the Prodigies' ſometimes: (like 9fendir.Schor. 
the head of Time behind) yield no aſe, gr 


nothing 


. b/c. 


gi Ce ete tabs, hens | 
107% or ara mars o-what Þ| 


will zow:from ian. Ca oriiing of-whathath : 


i Tent £ Heretofort folowed upbr-fuch-Anomalies in 
Ako 2% Nature : h Herodotus tells us;thar therewere = 
[Alicr- more Prodigies found out and obſerved bythe 
] Ora) Zeyptians (perhaps becaute of a Traditional 


_ Fes Reverence of Signs and Wonders/continued | 


a+ --- among them from the vety: Times of 
phe Tiez- wherem 1o. many Hapned)i#ben' by: _ 
_ wan) af Nation whatſoever.” And" that. their wſage 
adwor 73 o- was; when any Prodigy fell,'to writes: down; 
Caivor x #1- and to dbſerve the Event ſucceeding ;' and» if 
22078 0&9 ever any like Prod hapnea; they exfily COu- 
<dgnaiocy 

Tire 9, viudetl it would be i{{ned. in a8imilar Event; 
27! 437 v6- Fhe mind'of Man is eaſily invited to believe 
tw *- thavother Prodigies will falodr like thoſe 
—_— Eh few withwhichr isſo. ſtrohgly aﬀectedand 
"ys, prepoſſeſt , :becaufe loth tobe dodged and 
| abuſed wich endleſs uncertainties and-/diffi- 
 milicudes, eſpecially among things it hath-a 
. great: Opinion ot,-2nd would tain reduce: t6 

' {orneſteady Rules,” 
. . - + Buc how ſpecious-ſoevet cheſs Rujes may 
ſeem'to the bel view, they will-yaniſh into 
| ſmoke and duſt, if but rouch'd by the hard 
of: Reaſon, For how \many Procigies are 
- there, whichthe ſtrongeſt Fancy canhorbend 
 and:mol8-to any:fimilitudes A8there we 
One; Mot ene, C: ' ex77%p £20 ENOvTES Ag bes 
i aro HE as i:4rtemideriys not unhandſomly 
Fils phraſech 
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phraſeth it) many dry aud withered Dreams, 
and as it were having ne handles ; {0 there 
are Prodigits of like condition, ſuch as ima- 
gination cafinot take hold of: For what hath 
'2 Comet in common withany Event here be- 
low, and what-can a Monſtrous Birth pre- 
ſage £ except fome will be ſo witty as to ſay 
ic repreſents ſome monſtrous Evils., As for 
thoſe which carry ſome faint imitations of 
things here on Earth, how many ways may 
Fancy, ealily make thoſe Images look: 
How.many ſenſes [ Hiſtorical, Moral, Poli- 
tical; Theological, Philoſophical] are Pur 
upon the Echnick Fables (which are bur: a 
kind of ſpeaking Prodigies) by the different 
Fancies of the Writers upon them And 
as for choſe Prodigies which carry the refem- 
blance of ſome ane Judgment,againſt whom 
do they threaten it,or when to fall £ While 
the Armies of Alexander diſtreſt the The- 
bans with a ſtrait Siege, it is ſtofied that a 
Fountain near the City ran blood : what was 


the iſſue of this ambiguous Sign * k Maxe- k &Elian.' - 
Soar EHngrdov Onbauor anmfaay & Aapgnoy, — | 
the Thebans believed the Deity threatned © 


their Enemies the Macedonians : fo uncer- 
cain 2 ſound was given by this loud Trum- 
pet of the Gods, as it was ſuppoſed, Nor 
will Experience much better aſſiſt the In- 
terpretation of Prodigies; for ſometimes 
none, ſometimes different, ſometime Per- 

S ſonal, 


[ Mat.11.3. 
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ſonal, otherwhile-National Evils, and ſome- 


times great, Bleſſings, have been noted to 
ſucceed Comets; Moalters, and the like; as 


the Regiſters of them (as kept eſpecially by. 

the Heathens) will atteſt, And this was the ; 

reaſon why ſach things were a, | he | 
cheir 


ceived, ſometimes with the Opinion-9 


being good, ſometimes of their being unlucky : 


Omens. 


Can any man-then (that will lay,ont his,,. 


thoughts of God by any rules) imagine that, 
theſe Signs are his Text, whaſe Exortiewls 
is intruſted with ſuch, giddy, and uncertain... 
Interpreters as Similitude and Experience 


are ? or that he would; have-us. under 


his meaning when ſpeaking to us by Signs. | 


which borrow all their fignification from 


Conceit and Fancy * What eternal jealou-. 


fies of Heaven muſt ſuch random-Signs ne- 
ceſlarily create ? for if a Judgment do.enſue, 
we are uffcertain whether it were, the very 
judgment portended yea or no; but we ſhall 
have reaſon to beſpeak it in the language of 
the Fews to our Savior, | Art thou He that 
ſhould come, or do we look for another ? Be- 
ſides, Men not knowing the kind or ſeaſon 
of the Evil portended, will, in all likeli- 
hood, be as much ſurprized by it when it 
comes, as it never warned thereof at all, 


- Thirdly, A very conſiſtent acconnt may be 
given of the Cauſes of moſt of theſe Pre, 
| e 


_ al. —- Fn Los i | aw _ 


— — 
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j {cd Miracles, The ſtrange Paſſions. fome- 

times obſerved in the Heavedly Bodies, feetn 

neceſknily ro'tefolve mro ſome nararal Prin- 
ciples of *mtitability ſeated as' wel ;in the 

Hetvetily as '$dblunary Bodies, .though:ar 

ſuch yalt diſtances [efs ſnbje@ to onr nonices. 

Sever *Examples-of fuch Celeſtial Ano+ 
malies'"the Philoſophick Regiſters, preſent = See Bac. 

: | us with, of which ic may ſuffice to our pur- LING 
1. | poſetotake notice of twa ::,The/ one hip: Di. Ward: & 
| abotitthe.year 790; when the Sunn a £96 p.24- 
clear and ferene Air, and withobt- the 1act- 
dence of an Eclipſe; loſt its uſual ſplendor, 

an for ſeventeen days became of a black 
and'darkil} hue, W hich Prodigy, becauſe fal- 

lng 0tt immediately upon the death of Co- 

ſtantine the'fevenrh, procured by. his Mo- 

ther 'Trenc; 1s concluded by ® Petavins2 kind __ Pan 
of Voice from Heaven to proteſt the hor- "ar" 
rdnel$'of the fact againſt ſome Grecians who #raxerun | 
appeared very ready. to applaud it, But TI Toned Kr 
chink-ir very urifateito weigh 'the extream inviſun Deo 
evil of fach an-example at fo unfaithful a ic? ſepren- 
| beam as this ::iwe have a more: ſure word of caligo reſtata 


| Prophecy, and a more terrible darkneſs (that «/* que mor- 
at 


2 
bh 


MP . . tem illius con- 
ount Sia) to proclaim the hainouf- oeunts. of. 


| neſs of the Sm of Murder, but: eſpecially Peray. Ration. 
| thar'of Princes, to the World, 'Befides, 7£?; Ft 
| what -fhidow of Reaſon had Petavins. to © 

|  juſtifie the confidence of this Afertion © 


{ Cercainly;'.to imagine that Comets, Earth- 
y 2 quakes, 
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quakes,the'Deliquia'in the Sun,or any other | f 
Anomalies inthe. World, ate owing. tothe 1. f 
ptivate occaſtons'of pattjeular'Kingdoms, is; Þ * 

ith the” Flie upon the Axlttree in) the | 
PFable;toconceitwe raiſe all this duſt (which | ! 

o Jam. 3.6, indeed ariſeth from that'® »yoqus 4 bonus, | ! 
ſome more violent morion'of the" heel of | ' 

- Natuze, 291 :0) 9038 91000» ite | 1 

_ ...;; The other Example-paraliel herennto;, f . 

# Not.in Fob. related by P Lavater, who reports that inthe | 
| 

| 


&9.V-7- " year 15 85, Mar:12 fuch# darkneſs fuddenty | 
coverd theEarch;rhirtheBirdswenr'to'r6 
at noon, and' the guilty fears\bÞ nitnt ante. | 
dated the Day of Jadgment>*Theſe"inſtan- 
ces teactrus; that the Heavens" way wax old | - 
like a zarment, and be changed as a weſtiive ;, 

q Pla.102.26;that God onely is the ſame (withour ſhadow 
of change) and his years withoitt*end*-As 
for thoſe other Prodigies, the Water of Ponds 
or Fountains turned as it is pretefided to '| 
blood, the interruption 4 the current. of "Ri- 
wers, ſome ſpots as 


f blood diſcovered pon 
Stones or Statues, and ſome: other of like 
condition, their Cauſes are ſo various; and 
Relations ſo romantick, it is very difficulc 
to make any ſteady judgment of them,with- | 
out an actual preſence to 'them': "nor can 
their Cauſes.be hit with any certainty* by _ 
Perſons which ſtand at a great diſtance, and | 
underſtand not the condition of 'the Seaſon, ' 
Climate, Water, Earth, and other circum- | 
ſtances, 
TH, 
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ſtances, when, where and how the: Events 


| fell our,” He that thall- blindly rask himſelf 
toſfalve all-che Phenomena which the igno- 
 rance of {ome and the vanity of others may 


ſtuff out ſome Prodigious Relations with, 
may quickly have work enough to do, In 
matters of ſo doubrtul faith and original, I 


' ſhall chooſe rather to deliver r.Plutarch's L Pies PR” 
Orio 


| Judgment.then my own ; iStov&4.* 5 az oro, 


K&G Gaplyay © ixpuptour., tc, It is. #0t 
impaſcablei (faith he) for the Images of the 


| Gods or Men to ſeem to ſweat, or weep, or to 


have ſome drops as of | blood upon them : For 


| Word and Stones do oft contract a kind of ruſt 


nd ſoil produttive of mo;ſture ; and of them- 
ſelues. oft give forth ſeveral colors, and re- 
Cerve: Bapas cn 7 werrngerl ©, tindtures and 
faims from the ambient 2ir, | 

- . Fourthly, 1t ſeems greatly reaſonable ts 


*|* intitle the ſubtil Agency of the Devil to wery 


many of the Prodigies occurring in Ethnick 
Writers, and marſhal'd by ſome under this 
head: Such as are, the throwing down or 
tranſpoſing the ſacred Images in Temples, 
ſacrificed Beaſts found without Hearts or Li- 


vit, 


vers, the raining of Stones, Armor and * Star * Plut, in Ans 


tues flaming blood or ſweat for ſeveral days, 
ſomevery artificial Imprefsions inthe Air,the 


Appearance of Ghoſts in terrible forms, fome 


extravaganity monſtrous Births,and the likes 
mentioned up and down in Dip Caſſiys ,£5wy 
S 3 and 


108, P-943z 


4 262. Of Prodicice Eapaernnaturdl, 2” 
| and” others, Theſe-are: (4uppoing them 
true) Effects quite our of the 1compatisof 
| | + Natural,\and too! cheap, herle-and\ludicrons 
for a 'Supernatural' Power» :1And *beltdes, 
_* they ſerved notrhelealtbenefitof humane | 
life ; for either they were followed/with ng- 
ching but wr magheng/ td}k. and:jealouſies of the 
People; or elfe'came forth/ſo:juſt avche Evil 
was almoſt in'view, \that\they feemed-rather 
to ſolemnize the occaſion; ; then to forethew 
tLib.3.p.262.1f, Thus* Polybius notes” dS dvoy 
Yviacs when the Arinies" of the Romans | 
'\ and Carthaginians juſt lay incamp#/d'dfie a- 
gainſt another, and: theilſuwrobirhs: Bartel 
continually expeded, 'thenthe/Fe and 
rang were full of Prodigies and: ye 
Lights 
"Several ends the Devil-mighe faive UPON 
ſuch fearful Sights among the ignorant Gez- 
tiles : as the Opinion of Fatality: of -E- 
vents, That Evils mightbealirtleforefeen, - 
bat were impoſſible to prevent :' and chere= | 
fore Plutarch, upon the mention'of ſome 
ſtrange Accidents which uſhered the falt-of 
Ceſar (which the Devil might eafily foreſee 
in the contrivance thereof) makes this jndg- 
% Plitarch. in Ment Upon the occaſion, W #01449 v2; Sms a C- | 
Czlar.Þ. 337: qpggo dixnavy; wr aptag xm #) &manpupy* | 
Fhe. Fate ſeemed not ſo much inopoſfible to be 
 w Appian..2. fortſeen a5-to be prevented © And 0 Ap- 
pian, ſpeaking of the” Warnings given to 


Caeſar, 


$2) of Srdigies Suptructural, 


| mefi the :homage of [ſome {lavith fears, an 


Ceſar, tells his . Reader: that they ſerved 
mages int videret quan ut Vitares:imicritum, 
rather. that he might foreſee his determined 
raine thenawvoid 11. Beliges, the Devils ha- 
ving,2 very -{ubtil foreſight of ſome ap- 
proaching: good or evil, would interpoſe and 
declareit by! Oratles,}Dreams, Prodigies, that , Hye, c- 


(as = Lattantiue well conjectures)they might licui populs 


vel Urbi ſe- 


ht: thought. the Effedtors of what they were |," 1 


-the Foreſhewers;and:their fayor be courted, /taumm bonj 
or. diſpleafure.atroned. in new Temples, Sa- #4 :mpen- 


, "kt a t, 4llt (e id 
crifices 2nd ſuch Religions Addrelles, - (1.17 7 
Moreover, by theſe he extorted from Prodigis vet 


d Somnits vel 
Oracul is polli- 


when he could NOT rob them of - their happi- entur 3 fi fibh * 


ne(6, deprived them of the comfortable ſenſe **rp!loe. 

thereof : Y As appears from Dzo Caſins,who Feng wha 

upon the mention of. ſeveral Progigies, tells |-:. c.17. 

us, Toure mA mus nar F Aajpugviswegipry 4 _ Rom, 

irsgarle aulis * theſe Prodigions Signs fore 

ſhewn by the Deity did mnch trouble the Ro- 

mans ':1and in the raid(t of a great ſerenity 

of affairs, he notes o! #y Ty Pun emmen ntl 41.43. pirqn, 

xo ( npaioy, they of the City of Rome were 

froghted\ by range Signs « And el{whete, 

upon the mention of another Prodigy, re- | 

POolts, d 096 ay © 0x TTY [T:e#/@- }v Or b1.48. p.438; 

<@95 Tus Pobiayus rAgorr* uo [mall fear [eined 0 

the Romans «pon occaſion of this, Wonder, 

And when once Fear had deprived. Men of Y 

their Peace and _theis:;Reaſou both atonee, da] 
> 4 they | 
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cVid.Zoſm. they ſometimes/ went to his>© Angure) 
| Conti. Hiſt. and Diviners to' underſtand the ''metning! + 

ene of theſe Signs (whith'had more wiridings 
-* - - and tunings then: the-old ) Serpent; -0cher- 
' £Pio Caf. whiles to-his4 Altars rotxpare the Prodi- 
336-0 2y, andtobtibe:their-diſpicaſed/Deityinrs 
reconciliation,” But the'greateſt ſervicetheſe 
Prodigies did him, was-the maintaining of 
fome Opinion of his Prefcience intheminds 
of men, without which he-well knew the 
fires on. his Altars would' quickly go\our; 
For having appointed-all the ſingulanties in 
the -Exta, in the face of Heaven; im*the 
Births of Creatures,' in the flying of Birds, 
the weeping of Statues, &c, as' a kind of 
Signs from the Gods -of ſome; ſtrange'Ef- 
fe&ts ; when ever he ſaw their Caufes to 
{well' outwith them, and: juſt ready tobe 
delivered of them, he eafily couldand often 
did occafion ſuch Signs (theſe littlechanges 
in the Creation falling within his compaſs) 
that on which fide ſoever the Die of Aﬀairs 
fell, were the ſucceſs of a Battel,ora-Coun- 
cel on this fide or that, he mighr- ſtil} ſecure 
the repute of -his Preſcience, by holding his 

eaſte Yotaries in hand, that the precedin 
Prodigies were the notices of what fell our. 
Uponan- eafie foreſight: of an approaching 
Bartel; he could: readily give forth-a-Pro- 
Pphepick- Emblem thereof; in ſome Martial 
Jnmages inthe Airy Region, his proper Prin- 


cipality, 


9 


-} 


EG. I... I * 


VS; 
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cipality., -or. in the bloody--tinfures of a: 


- Fountain : -and that fidewhich was worſted 


ſhould- be always: concluded warned. by the 


precedent:Sign, Thus *:P10 Caſcins,ſpeak- « Dio Caf 
ng-of! the many” Prodigies hapning before [.4 3. p.262, 


the Battel[berween Ceſar and Pompey, tells 
us; 'Men 501d" not betote the iſſue of things 
concinde by thoſe Sizus'to whom Deſtruction 
was determined; berke(relating thoſe Signs 
after Pompey's overthrow) tells us, that be- 
ing-forſaken of Underſtanding he reſolved 
to-engage- Ceſar , xm 8 Aapgris hb 
Tidy crapyicrty weromuumanlO, althous ht 
Deity did ſo clearly foreſhew his overt hr, 


A ſpeech -+that- intimates the: Heathens 


thought: the Gods co -expreſs that: in their 
Siong which did ſucceed them,” And there- 
fore the.Devil ſerved his purpoſes of impo- 
ſture much better upon theſe dumb- then his 
ſpeaking Oracles z; wherein he expoſed his 
reputation greatly by returning doubtful or 
falſe- Solutions 'to Queſtions propoſed ro 
him concerning the future, And for ſome 
ſuch reaſon perhaps was the' reputation of 
Dreams fo hugely raiſed above other ways 
of Divinations among the Heathen ; it be- 
ing ds: caſte for his Prophets ro make the 
Images of -a Dream, as a Prodigy,.to look 
very fairly-upon the Event which: tell out : 


for fo werfind'in f 4rtemidorus onerand the f Oneirocritic, 
fame Dream thought fulfilled by eight or |. 


nine: 


_ bh py ad _ "7 
ot . J 
. - 

* 
” 
7 . 
pa 
> . 
\ ® 


bt 


nine very different and-difagreeing Events; 
Fitthly, Theſe Heteraclites, Events which 
fall off. from the Rule of common and: #{ual 
Nature,miniſter to bigger ends then Preſages, 
For they teach us-to pay the tribute -0f: ad- 
miration to Him, who {though by the Mini- 
ſtry of Second: Cauſes)idoth ſuch Wonders, 
Deliberate wondring (when the Sanl-js not 
ſuddenly. ſurprized) being: raiſed upto an 
A is, a5 one faith, part of Adoration, 
cannot- be given to any Creature-with- 


yerence and. 1gnorance, which beſt: be- 

eth even the wiſeſt'of, mean \their 
ſearchesafter God his-ways, God hath his 
Wonders of Juſtice, {ſuch wherein hecauſeth 
a ſtrange coincidence of: blind and-,contin- 
gent-Agents. awspy41, te work together for 
the detection and punithment of tome grear 
Criminals, that men may eaſily ſee that the 
Wheel brought over them was full of eyes, 
conducted by ſome great 7ntell:zgence, He 
hath alſo his Wonders of Mercy, ſuch where- 
in he walks in ways not caſt up to accom- 
pliſh the well-being and preſervation of 
thoſe which honor him by a. great Faith 
ſuch, whereof every pious breaſt is the Of- 
fice wherein they are regiſtred and recorded, 
To theſe He hath been pleaſed to add his 
Wonders- in Nature ; the common handling 
of »his qther Works. being apt to foil ron, 

an 


I facriledge: Such wondring;.conſifts 


— —— 
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Db 


and'to keep men from attending toall that | 


Wiſdom and unſearchable Greatneſs diſ- 


playedin them. Moreover, Some of theſe 
chings ſhew us-all rhe Creatures to:be' in 
God's hand, and eatily commanded (like the 
Chy in the hand of the Potter) to what 
figures and uſes he'thall chink fic arany time 
to appoint them unto, According: to that 


of s Fob : ' Who removeth the Mountains, and ; Jobg.5,6,9 


they know not ; which everturneth them in 
his "Ameer »\ which ſhaketh' the Earth out of 
her place, and the pillars thereef tremble - 
Which commandeth the Sun and it riſeth not,) 
ant ſealtth up the Stars; 

 'Theother Ends'af theſe ſtrange Exam- 
ples, and Arguments agai»ft or for the Qb- 
ſervation. of them as Ominous, being the 
ſamewhich fill our the foregoing Papers, }T 
ſhall-not here offer the Reader the r2d/nanw 
of any repetition, 


; £63 of tees Superhataril; YER 
AD \ SECT, I, | 


Prodigies Supernatarad proved. 8 Divine 
Signs, by Induttion,;' * nigh 9199; 


. The fir E Velyvius 4 Divi eSi n 
by D 5 y ig Exptie of ci gra prin fully 
ho propoſes. and particularly confedered. The tie applica 

. #i0n of the parts of; our Sauigr "oro Mas 44, pr0+ 


. poſed 3 and aſſerted -againſt Grotius. Dry, . Jac klon, 
poſed The x of chem of Man!, and his w_— 


ſtantially the ſame thing. Reaſots: alledgen- rn} whe 
pretended þgnificancy 0 Veluyius, Blazing . Stars ew 
Lealy OR t Divine Signs, with the ocedfion” of that 
conceit :' The wethne ſs of tbe _— and 2ho ground 

. it ſtands on, diſcovered. Three heads of juguiry touch- 
ing the late Blazing-Star, touch'd upon. The Opinion z 
the fignificancy thereof —— mp 2d be # bas 
ſelfs and diſhonorable to God.) 


Am next to andterde the roof of che 
Propoſition by Tadu&#:on.+ And-here 
Ithall not task my ſelf to a refute of all the | | | 


Pr mentioned under this head, which 

would engage me to lanch out es Twe, pAv+ 

 #gxcs abvyoy (as Plato upon another occafi- 
on) zntb an abyſs of prating, and make m | 

"ery Poker by the nectuds ' 

bulk to which it would Zell. It may ſuffice | 
to-difparageall the reſt, by diſabling the f1g- 

nificancy of two the moſt pretending Signs.; 

one in Earth, That dreadful Eruption: of fire 

from Mount. Yeſuvius. 2 Campania, rſt 
#apning 1.'the-ſectnd_year f Titus: the 


other 


1 10M; 
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\ other in Heaven, The appearance of New 
or Blazing-Stars, ' , 

Where the eye of the mind is tin&tured 
wich any odd Notion; 'it is very apt to: ſee 
every thing of its own color + ..Thus it fared 
with the reverend Dr, Fackſon, whoſe mind 
was. ſo poſſeſt by. the Opinion of Prodigies 
and divine Signs, that he was apt. to imagine 
hediſcoyered one 'in all rhe more monſtrous 
Births.of,Tume which fell before his notice ; 
but-eſpecially in+ the flames of: Yeſuvins : 
For.having made mention of . the particular 
characters of horror enumerated by Hiſto- 
rians ; attending their firſt Eruption, 8 he 8,Comen? on 
adds, . Theſe queſtzonleſs were the Signs of the y.gq. * © 
Son of Man, that made all the Kindreds of 
the Earth jo mourn, And as the many falle 
Chrifts ariſing ,: the- Earthquakes in divers 
places.,:the general hatred of - Men, the fear- 
ful: Signs-from Heaven, were given by our 
Savior. Mat.24, as the black: rokens fore- 
ſhewing:the Fares of the Fewzſh Church 
ſo this dreadful Occurreat © he contends was h Ste his Sex. 
given'as 2 Sign fore-running the Fates of ® =k-73-", 
the Reman Empire (the other deadly Enc- 
my'iof 'Chriſtianity) which from that time 
began to feel its toes of clay, and\to fink un- 
der-its own weight, and the many calamities 
which ſoon after fell upon it, 

"Now that I may not appear. (as Simeon 
and Levi dealt by the Sichemites) to _ 
that 


circamfſtances of 


TY. 
1-19 i 


Tia vers res alk, 3 Piri walk mag ampem 
* naturam bumanam txcodentes, sFugles exprimiintur | 
Gygantes, parrim in ipſo wir _ i ueto 
; Circumjacente, 46 in Oppidi wi ou ag 346r+ - 
ram obire, ac acrapermeare viſe ” oftbec 
 conſecuta eſt maxima ſictitas, ac repenteita Bees: 
terremotus fatki gc. Div, Hiſt. 1,66. 
Audires ululazus $0 
"tatzs, clamores vu? 


, dit pafthtes,” 4 libe- 
Veliry. EpiR. 1.6. 

Nubesex ardente Veluvio PE ones euſus bs Bm mMi- 
 litudinem & formam Arai *mag}-dvb69-quam 
: oo expreſſeras. A i Hemi Enage Pillar 
In its ſhape and ; Jdem 1:6, Ep.164 | 
am dies alibi, the" ox onmibus notthbus ni- 
grior denſuorgy _ Zamca faces mult oariigue 
luming ſolvebant: ep.16. Mox dies verug, Sol 
e212 effulfitzluridus tamen, qualis efſe cum deficit, 
ſolet. Nox,non quatis iltunk & nebula, ſed qua- 
lk i in locis clanſss, lupnine extinfio,0 c. EP. 20, 


Of Proddtebes Supernativr al. ' 
that Opinion weak and fore, by any partial 

report thereof, which I would overcome, 'x 

| ſhall -preſenc it in its full ſtrength, conſiſting 
©" (fo far a5 T can petceive). eſpecially in thar 
exact correſpondence» obſervable + between 
the” Scrip pow Phery and and the dreadfitt 
Mountain; 

which-will rif'we nite] a liette pains'ts 
compare God's Text, and his or the Hiſts! 
rians Comment both together; Andindeed, 
the'\ingenviry of 'the Conjeare merits.its 

_ repreſenting to the Reader in"8lÞ rhe pros 
e appearances which the words df "the 
hog of thoſe” times can derives mp0 


i a ne. | 
ror, ali conjuges roudrob Plict: detoadein 


*| 


- \Jox? £) we 

1 nill few Won- 
Vders 3H tht Ht as 
wvens\, 'unH1' 5x the 
UWP 3 Btz#t 


" FS _— 


Flow! and [1 


x 


And Wa 
ſmoke, 4 f 


T he. Su Pat be be 
twxrned 1n1to dark- 
neſs,and the Moon 
#nto blood, -- 

LESS 


$35 } 8 


8 8 


JJ 6.3: of Prodigies Supernatural.” 


Lu K, 21.254, 


And. there. ſhall. 
be Signs,.ax the: 


Sun 'and iu the 
Moon, uþop Earth 
diſtrefi of nations, 


The Sea.andthe. 
Waues FOartng 5 « 
Mens hearts f ail- '' Fxint qui metu morti;, mor 
vtlti 24 Deormanus tollert, plutds nuſquam Deos 


ing them for fear, 


and. for. looking: 


after. the\ things 
which are coming 
on the. Earth, 


2787 


Tantus fuit cinis ut inde pervenerit in Afci- 
cam;/ Sytiari  Agyprum, introzeritque Ro- 
mam,' </4ſque acrem compleverit, & Solem ob- 
ſcuraverit : nec medivcris etiam Romz trepi- 


' dari "complures ad dies accidit, &c. putare 6a- 


perint onnia ſurſum deorſum ferri, Sol*mque i 


.terram. cadere, ac terram-in calum aſcendeie. 


Dion. 1ib.66. 

Mare'in je reſorbert & tremore terre, quaſ 
repelli videbatur.. Plin. ep,20. 
rtem precarentur 3 


ullos, eternimgue illain,' &. noviſimam notem 
mundo interprctabanzur '; w#ec defutre qui fits 
mentit#ſque itrroribus vera periculs augerent. 


Jdem ep<20. - + | . 


The fitting of the ſeveral circumſtances 
of this-pretending Sign ſo handſomly abour 
the body of the Text; 'ſeem'"ro aſfare that 
they were purpoſely made and-firted to it 
by the hand of Providence: *Eſpetiallyconz 


ſelf; 


Ly that natural fitneſs in the. Sign it 
or what Sign more proper” then'a 


butning Mountain to give the Gentile 
World to underſtand that God would ſhew 
himſelf as ſevere a Judg upon the deſpiſers 
of his Goſpel, as he had before upon the 
deſpiſers of his Law 2 againſt whom at the 
promulgation thereof he proclaimed the _ 
terrors of the Lord i i» blackneſs and dark- i Exod.19.18;"''% 
neſs, in.a Mountain that quaked greatly, and P41 © 
that burnt. with fire to the midſt of Heaven, 


Add toall this, the ſpecial Seaſon to which 


Our 


292 Of Prodigits Supernatural, <3) 

' our Bleſſed Savior affixeth the fulfilling this 
Prediction (of the darkning. the. Sun,crc,) 
ſeems toadd ſome further ſtrength and con- 

*  fidenceto this literal Expoſition : .now that 

k Mat. 24.29, was the time k immediately. ſucceeding to 
ky that.wherein the black cloud. of yeageance 
(charaterd by.. the ſigas and. condition 

thereof .in the Verſes.precedeat). tell upo 
the Fewiſh State : As appears from, thoſe 

words of . his recorded, by S. Matthew, chap. 


-& 


24,V,29, Immediately after the tribulation 
of thoſe days ſhall. the Sun be darkn'd,crc. 
2,8, (faith the Doctay) thoſe days a 
before, wherein ſuch.unexampled..Evils tell 
the-Zewiſþ Church, And accordingly 
ae Hons of fire, fron; Yeſu- 
wits firſt: hapned in the ſecond year of 7i- 
#5; rrpduddenty after the Deſtruction. of 
Fernſalem by his Armies, z 
- ;But thereare ſeveral things tobe pleaded 
inbar of this: ſpecious Expoliton : Firſt, 
'That Prophecy of the derives of the Syn 
and of the Moon, &c, was tulhiled betgre 
the. inflammation of Yeſuviss, in the final 
deſolation of the Fewiſh Nation: for, thoſe 
words of S. Matthew, Immedzately after the 
tribulation of thoſe days (which occafioned 
the DoGor's miſtake) do not refer to the 
days of the laſt and confummating calami- 
ties befalling the Fews, but to the nuepay 
&«ra ſpoken of verſ,19, and 22, and bo 
| the 


- 


63, Of Prodigier Supernatural. 273 
$ the many" leffer ttibuflarions in: them,. FFa- 
) | mines; Seditions: Wars, Neceſſities, Feriyſþ 
h Perſecutions; falfe Prophets, '] 1 ſtiled- «pyaj EOGe 
© | &\vwr, the beginnings of tjavails;(inallulion OV 
0 | to # woman whoſe hobr"# come, that hath 
: her Tefſer. pangs and griefs to uſher the 
n oreater ſorrows of the birth) being the har - 
| | bingersof much greater; and. a5/a -kit> of 
h dimnefs'which concluded inf an horrid nighr, 
a total extinction of rhe light of 7/7ael,” That 
"| which will more fully appear from che infal- 
| lible” Pardphraſe of = S,. Mark upon this, aur.r3.24, 
| Text; who uſeth ſome- accuracy of expref- 
fion on purpoſe ro prevent miſ-application 
of: the parts' of our Savior's propherick di(- 
courſe : Inthoſe days Cot: the not yet quite 
expired Fewiſh Oeconomy) after that ['pre- 
lakes ] tribulation, ſhall-the' Sun be darkned, 
that wasas it-were but clouded' before, Be- 
'ades, n Foel {of whole words Our Savior's x Chap. 2, 31; 
are but the tranſcript) propheſied thar-God 
would ſhew Wonders in the Heavens ani in 
the Earth , blood and fire ,'and pillars of 
fmoke, and that the Sun ſhould be tarned in- 
to darkneſs, and the Moon into blood, before 
tht great and terrible Day of the Lord came, 
Where, whether we underſtand ſome Pro- 
digy in Heaven or Earth, or ſome pangs of 
ey which introduc'd the death and ruine 
of the Body of that Nation, yet allwere to 
fall Before the great and terrible Day of Mhe 
T Lord ; 


6 Mat. 24.3. 


pF Luk. 21:7. 


of Prodigic Supermaurel. 
Lord; thar is. (as maſt\expound); 
nble Day of -Viſitagion-uporF 

Scheam of che terrors of -thar laſt and-great 
Day,) and in COMpure; with which,. al fi ehe 
Evils which tell. upon. the Gentile, World 
afterward, were of 1 np oy and 699] if 
tion, ..- 
The:ruth of this will yer appear ina wt 
ler light,if we take (as.it 5k well deſerves) 
a little Pans to-con ider. th Gen ex or 
tnvance of our Saviar's pr rick. 

as laid before ARS. A. Uhr heb me ahoteie 

it in greater exactneſs then the ocher, Ev 
geliſts. The Diſciples had propaſed to thes 
oreat Oracle a. threefold Queſtion.c.s. When 
ſhall theſe things, the Deſtruction. of the Ci- 
ty and Temple, be,f.-Cor, 85 PS, Lube re- 
cords their Qu eſtion, What ſhall -bt the Sign 
when theſe T. ſhall rome t0- paſs £). —_ 


what ſhall be the Sign of thy Coming and of 


the End of the World ? Now (as\Grotine 
well notes) to theſe diſtin& Queſtions-of his 
Diſciples. our Savior. frames a- diſtin& An- 
{wer-: The not - obſerving whereof +.at- all 
hath put ſome Zxpoſirors, and the miſcapyji- 
cation of Anſwers, himfelf, upon fo. many 
falſe or uncertain. oloſl es and conjequres,. 
That a applciiogy of Anſwers: to.Queſti- 
ons, which apon due conſideration of the 


circumſtances Fi the. Text, Teems-to- give | 


the moſt eafte and nacural acotthr of i itſelf, 
G 


$3, Of Prodigits Sopernatural. 
is this!) Rront- 4274. 107 verſ; 29, in an- 
fret to'rhei firſt demand, he giyes.in a wa 
catalogue of Signs of the approaching De- 
{olrion of | rhe City and 'Tertple, viz; rhe 


ariſing of 'falle1' C ifts, and falſe Prophets, q Vid.Origen: - 


calamities (m- themſelves: confidered') very 
great, and the like : And then from werf, 
29," t6 v27ſ,: 36; 'he ſatisfies rheir ſecond 
| '\Queſtivh concetning the Signs'of his Com 
ing, ayme,” Immediately after the leſſer tri- 
ations of thoſe 'trys ſhall the Sux be dark- 
mu, the very dregs of thar-cup'of venge- 
anceſhall be giventothar People who talt- 
ed: bat {ome leffer drops thereof before: 
And then ſhall of Ho the Son off Man'coming 


inthe Clouds of Heaven, coming 'to the De- 
—_— Is Tenge Jo __ che 
-Sipn'of: his being appointed King of a larger 
- aiceho and rorule in a more ſpiritual Oe- 
conomy rhen the Afoſairal was: And then 
ſhalt all the Tribes of the Barth moarn, then 
ſhall rhe voice of peace and joy be heard no 
part yrs. rhe dro a Faatea, wp 
expreſt in'Seriprare ewiſh Wrixets 
FiwirleFwek; And hat ſend his Au- 
gels with the ſound'of a Trumpet, [his _ 
red Miniſters, plainly ro warn] hi F/ef# [his 
believing followers,as he did Zor and his Fa- 
-mily'] to'eſcape and ſecure themſelves from 
the approaching ruines of thar Ciry and Na- 
tion, as a Sigt-of his: being impower'd to 
IJ aye 


ſave a$avell-as- to:deſtrqy,. And then. adds, 


Whin you; ſee theſe. thinge. comepaſ > know 


that Ir {my coming inmy. Mediatory King- 

r Luk. :1.28,9011; and your R edemption -trom all tur; 

- ther-ſubjection.to. the Fewiſh Rites, or, Per- 

' ſecutions] # 1near, even at the door, a8; 

_ deeditwas-And, chen applies hin(elt,uer ſe 

:36;. to: wer. AZ; :10, An ver. Q their, chird 

; ion, faying,, But. of.. That Day.z,the 

s See 2 Tim. Day of Jud ment. (5 {til {o,, becauſe of the 

1.18, Eminency, 4 it) knoweth'nawian 'S look..for 

.no fach, particular. Signs. gf 11s; coming, God 

having ſeated, up the particular time, thereaf 

amongſt :thoſe other Myſteries, he doth noc 
communicate with the Angels, wy 

« Diſtin& I know ;that © Grotzws,: Dr. Fackſon. and 

Co entbn gather Expoſitors give;the.ſeveral parts. of 

7iſtind re- 29Ur Savior Prophecy a.yery different point- 

Fonderprimeiggy and application z: receiving thoſe wards 

oe m1: 0k.rour.; Savior, [ Immediately after &6,1. a5 

inde ad com- ith& Pretace to. a, (very.different). Prophecy 

wi 3 ne ſame 'ternble plagues(hortly co. fall .up- 

mundi, in ſega. the: Gentile. orld, of, which; the-fore- 

Grot. ad Mate,told miſeyies, of Feruſalem.were the pledg 

+45  -andpattern\:.\zhat. which.renders .them, ur- 

-retly ainable.co.make any other then a.Fahci- 

:tal; Expolidiqn; of;thole-:phraſes, 6 

_ off thei Sunefoling of -the: Stars, Sign of the 

Taken Con 897 af vMunzOv3:and tos give any, talerable 

Creed, p-10tve@CCOUnt Wlanand whers:t Elect WEIE..ga- 

ed. 1653- ©thered by the Miniſtry.of Angels, and thoſe 


other 


2 NY OT" >. a__ ., Aw 


$3) of Prodigies Superhatiral. 
ether things fell ur, forerold-byour Savior 
to come to pals immediately, afid -beforecshe 
paſtng of that Gtweration, For this Prophes 
oy of; our Savior is like askain'of filk, which 
ntas-all-ittg know-and--intricacies, if-rho 
right -ends-be nor: firſt, hit: upbre: to! unſold 
andy it'oper,.- 0-3 ori 7 

L Having thus:niatie ir appear war tha as 
of: our Author's: Expolition;/is! rottennefs 
(4 cottupt gla6&-upod:ScriprbreYall the pre 
ty Mlofſoms, parallels between the words: ot 
Scripeute -atvd the circumſtances of-this:fAn> 
ming:;Montuain; wonld; without: beftowing 
more:brexth nporr them; quickly. 2o"ap:2n 


the-duft,"'Bur. yer, {as 4 farther atrancovi | 


the:vanicy, thereof; I add; now on 

: A T he:$77m- of the-$0n-of Matt, © 
and. «Coming, are (ubſtannally-che- fare 
thing: (his very/Goming [heing his Signd:ns 


appears by: $:d4/atthew , :who-makes-one ® Mit-24-30, 


expteſhion:Rxcgetical of! the: other :-' Ther 
Shall: appear ithe Sign of. the Son of May ty 
Heauen;:- and hen ſhall: they.ſee-the Sou 
'of Man coming i#.the Clouds of Heawenwith 
-Power'and great Glory,” Ahdatieretore wien® 
the fame Prophecy is elſwhere- recorded, 
'Chrilt's: c0-mmg '1n the Clonds of Heaven is 
mentioned, hut char * exprefſion (then ſhall 
— the Sizn) 1$wholy omitted, becauſe 
allrtjghe underftand-with eaſe what end this 
Coming was a1fign and affurance of, Now 
T 3 | then, 


"S797 - 


x Luk. 11,27, * 
Mak ! 2. 2f, 


3-4 


Ks Of Sredigies"Supornaraut;” <3) 
then, if 'this were the ) $6991" of ther Sow "of 


May, what"Comingof hiswas therein con- 
junction withiir e Didbalt the Tribervof he | 
Earth fee This” Sign; and himdelf awThe: 
Glouds of Heaven through all tharrfmoke 
and aſhes #''Belides, is there che leaſt-airan 
the Writers of" the firſt Ages co cheriſli this 
Opiniotof Yeſuwvins *:Dounyot-chendbe- 
ftow any {uch/ſenious conſiderariun&upon ity 
Sarely it 'they had/undetſtood?ir 1207 beiſs: 
great a Sign, they would ſomewhere\have. 
Ford, heywe ftejdenptarker ſpare 
againſt; And have nocthe'firy forces imthar 
bw Mountain; in all likelthood\;1Hlied*foreh 
_ __ ſince upon'men in'asr dreadfo} arid defire- 
| viusardens. RiVE 4 miner" as 'upon:their firſt eruption * 
MP Moreover, no Bign':couki-he-foi mproper, 
 andfolitrlefuited t0'thatfweer and gentle 
adi (exceprinehe ſngeter aa0ol of Fe 

which (except inthe ar inſtance of Þe- 

v___ Jaltthe Signsour Savior madechoice 

_ oftoſeal his Miſſion and Dottrine wth;were 

ftamp'd with the  charaQers of -Lovie"aud 

x Heb. 12-18, Grace and Good-will, 2 The Apoſtle tells 
Vis us, We are not come wnto the Mount vhat 
might not be touch d, and that burned with 
fire , nor unto blackneſs and —_— and 
tempeſt, and terrible fehts, either inthelet- 
ter, or in” the ſpirit and myſtery of them. 
Finally, the words of the Text and of the 
 $4:1r ref rar it Hiſtorans 


—_——— >. " es ne 2 uh GO 


&z;/ Of Prodigies Suptewaturel, 
Hiſtorians (as che;Reader -may eaſily ob» 
ſerve) wil-not-touch one-another withour 
_ ne vedio ye nn inſome of the 
= , d.rÞl; cen vo 
t ern! ry ye 2102 d updn»2canclu 
quite-countertothat of this learned Perſon, 
Wweſtianleſs cr Feſwwons ware 
notithecSctiptare-S7g» of the:Son of Man, 
no-morg:then-fame! deartul;Earebquake, or 
inundarion of: tho! Sea: DPOA any Counny 
15nowo- 172rm1.at '. 

1:Fhie Hnovenwondshawe been beſtowed to 
[rncparpraiy vantage" RO.::\ntended 

ba ge whereinit fell; not becauſe 
Faftecta.'glory. im. oppoling-my ſelf to. ſa 
great but: conn” m4 -perceive that- 
little: favor cofiferred upon the Dodeor's con- 


jectzwes concerning|itz-.in che 4ir{t- Edition, 
tohave proved ſamediflervicet@ the Cale 


Ldefigned wo build, 

i: 16ſteth now-that we makei inquiry ine 
ebony of - thoſe ——_ Miracles,.New 
or:Bluxing-Stars, (for I muſt nor contend a+ 
bout:words or method, while ſpeaking. 
— whore too grols far criticiſms :) 
_ e been--entertained $ - nes 
with great.Opinions, growing cuuefly trom 
2tand' = of our ſelyes and the little 
concerts: of common life. We firſt canceie 
Man' the. great meaſure of things, that the 
= World is but a. larger Paraphraſe 


14 upon 


279 


upon the lefs#lcarryingimorhing bur! perpes 
wal Andlogies to fome parts and faculties of 
His Body'or Soulsvand next, thache- is:the 
great End of things, and (though: we: are 
- - #Pcov.16.4. 8old2 God" wudt \all things" fot hins{clf} we 
ifnagine atlchings were maderfor;Man;: bur 
ro-miniſter fomeaay-or brfier: to.an himane 
benefit | ''Hetce/ wereattly: ancy:inor New 
Star:or Comerthines ffonr: Heavenz-butwe 
are:extreartily concerned intheocaiion;and 
| therefore behold ic preſently: withia: great 
> Net ef-compoſednelsF® 2g19riurramimirarsite- 
7 Co. ps "ar Minnie; as. Seperafpeaks7): wich 
rhoughts divided" berween, thoſedaughrers - 
—_ of "Tgnorantey Fronderrand Fear,” Nowbet 
| cauſe we cinhor-idivine/ towhar:end of-chus 
mianelife theſe? imfotencies in'Narute catbe 
ſubſervient befide char of: Prefages} wenake 
up: here andthe-rather, becauſe apr-to tans 
cy. that' the | Deaths of. great:Meny Mars 
atid-mighty: Changes in Governmentzcreate 
asreat thoughts and paſhonsinthe Mindof 
God-asiof -a"Man':..we conceit'it a great des 
eorum that no Perſonof name be borniwiths 
out- obſervation, nor tall withour. fame/fyms 
pathy in. Heaven and Earth; - andycherium- 
< Undenam pgfe qur pedantical meafures of things upon 
ag ren? God. -And as we thus think our affairs great 
nobis fignifi= enough, © ſo onr ſelves valuable enough, for 


 Candum uſur-. 


pari? an aliunde quam ex vanitate qui miſeri tirgeſcimus, dum digni no- 
þs toſs videnur, propter ques hes Oſtenia fians ?- Gailend, Metpor. p: | 6s. 
: EAU whole 


Piers err _—— 
whole od: beicon 

ing of the Ordinances of. Heaven which pros 
ceed: upon- {nch--excellent:;and--myfertious 
Wiſdom21ol) 47 ami np hbirhmukn 
»; Bat: all-+rheſe -areronely; nan mwy. the 


_ f: thonghts-(as the 4 word1mpotts) of d Pſa. 146.4, 


ricares-not how-ſtrong:bis: Fan 


how weak-hus;Reaſonbe /W hat ſolid Reaſon 


tnve-w6rrooptefer Manuithe-great-End:of 


- things; 'when; there:aredo many ndiltons:af 


Creaturesinthe Heavens and Earth amd: Sea 


whoſe. Natures and e5rave wholy hiddeh + + = 


from: hm->Þ.it — enough hat 
God:4whocizT heater:fufficient:t6-hinſedf) 
beſausfred a0: behold:jarhem allfome dif- 
plays:ot his own VWikdom and; Goodnets's 
Qrz1f crhele-dew Glomes 4-the Heavensdo 
ſerve: Man;:why muſt:theytevre.cheworlt 
pagt of igy}/his-Curiolity,, 32nd;not xa5heat 
tns-Pietyy iy teaching: thin! ro-admine Hl 


© mbo:doth>great things paſt:out'finding :948'; c Job9.167 1 


1:4;5ubt Wonders : without nunwher; ©: Wha 
hath:any vu co. do» torcall cheſe :oxpanpe> 
ther; Prodigies: the: $igms:(of God, wikhent 
ſpeciaboommiſſ;on-ttom-kimſelt © : I5)ig:poe 
lookid/upon.as an highd1Girpation>in the 
Pope to7ic0in? imore: Sacrameits thet eve3 
God: wartanted'? and fhallwe obgrude'upon 
him, as'Divine Signs, what: ever may-ſeem 
worthy of the title to our ſhallow thoughts? 
Noth nat the ateribucing of ſuch gy 0 
| 198S 


2032- Of Prodigies Supirnatural,” 6. x) 
ons in '(Gad, expoſe hitn toa ſufpicionjes: 
that He: dre net be more exprets; for: 
fear be:ſhould provemiſtaken ; onthatHe: 
willnot, leſt men ſhould underſtandbim 
neg: -whar : hath»; :heonſzid! 
beth-here and el{where npon the Argument] 
nes oe it would1(1 doubt): be interpreted; 
af-not of my. Canfe,,of Expectas: 
cindoitt the: greatifinghlarity:of #hberinoen+ 
Hon; if £ ſhonld no6-bea larlepadreicularan; 
reference to. this) New Star (to-{peak: with : 
Decemb.1664. the\People) which hack of —_— in« 
 gtoffed the common tak}. -40} 
_ @@but. _ Greener ney 44h 
The 1 - #he Hleftdrys' the: Seem 
thereok'; As to: irs perticular Netwes the 
moreadviſed Philoſophy ofa:Gometreturns: 
2 Not eft-inventns;/i0\is.noti yer found pur, 
Andir need-noc bereputed-a Wendet- that 
there-are-:ſfome blanks-im the Philofophyof 
f Wiſd:9.16. f Heavenly /Bodies,” when we: are ſ©.much: 
poſedl: in hacks thatare'befdre us, thar 
even Baracelſus wrote-a Treatiſe De-myſte+ 
rize-verminm.; Theme are Myſteries:inRelis 
Sion, Depths in Providence, Infcrutables-in 
Nature, intended pe - #39 10g the-more equal 
Objects of Ang Humane: Con- 
termplation, v7; for the 07 thereof-if 
reference to its motion, height, figure,color, 
duration, and the like, it is chat which like a 
Pieuremight ſomewhat grace, but not © 
g 


isplace-be but” xciſtions | 


neby ' 


_ port 
Sreof whichii is. INES r= Spa; ware 
this A ty: the Opinion whereof aſs 
ferr 20:/have- nothing bar'Fancyand a preat 
ptejudice ts bear {elf upon; For whete'is 
the Tnterprecerzhac cartell» as whad Byene 
ic forcſhews, or! towhar Kingdom; or Pet- 
ſons, oriwhen' tb! ſucceed 3 Can'an mary 
therv(tharbelieves: he oughr nor to t ihk of 
ſpeak of 'God at. random) 'imagine' that'He 
ſpeaks ro) Men'by a Sipwwhich ſignifies any 
thing, ornoching, as'men pleaſe : Ask now 
a Wite:man: whetherhie wonld ex him- 
ſelf: by aSign thar ſhould ſignifie with cet- 
cainty-neither /time; nor-place, nor chit 
nor-perfow? ' And ſhalt: Wiſdom 4t-felf- 
thought:ro:make uſeof any ſuch Chevead- 
Sipns, tlatimay'be ſtrerch'd 'or ſtrairned "it 
their'lignificarionsar pleaſore 2: Wheri God 
wotild :awaken Men by his PrediRtions of 'a 
Judgment, the'Yifi07 was made plain that 
Ne thee: ral xs ow read it; the Prophee was 
roclaim the Burden of ſuch a 
ace, of fac 4 nature, (for what iis ſpoken 


roevery body is froken to none,) and why 


ſhould we think that God f ks now by 
Signs of which no humane wiſdom can'make 
ſenſe 9 It was indeed nored of old of the 

& 


of Prodigies Supernatural, $31 
ne: Cn; it heither mans expreſſetÞ; 
ep rnlh etHy.coricealerh,” but: onely mtimatey 
by ſormeobſcure-ſigns and hints; -now-thus tt 
Was: one Of 'the Depths of: Satan; who: be Y 
eu" he could;-noc\clearly-:forefee ;_ant{ | * 
therefore durſt-nothe expres; choſe ro de- 7 
c 

a 
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liver: himſelf oft»times by-dofibeful Si 5; 
ealeniared ſondifferencly'for the Meridian 
of-anyEvent-of things:;: that : whir-ever 
ſucceeded -might tbe: thought: foreſhewn'1in 
the Oracular, Sigi;;-But the (God 'of Wife | * 
dom: hath-.no-ieed-to; take to-fuch ſorry | 
ſhifts. co ſecitre, (himſelf -inour? Opinion of 
his: Preſcience. '-:He: clearly; foreſees ; and 
therefore; can'and, would.-clearly foreſhew 
any great Event, if ' he judged;ie convenient 
forius to: know; it before: it came_to. pals; 
Bur: chough-ye ſhould: givs, a -ignificancy 
ro-this ot;lucl ike inſolencies;in the- Hear 
vens,; why muſt';the 'be-:thaught' £0--pro- 
phiehe. onely. evil things:;-concerning ;us fr 
Syrg1-am, they which: baye.taken pains to 
rear. the Hiſtories of -ſuch- things -with 

g See a1 the Events ſucceeding, niake. a6-fairer ve- 

mets by F.B. POLE of . them, 'repteſenting, them followed 

P6759. ;byas; many" fair'as ſtormy: days in King- 
.dbms : and the Heathens (whoſe Religion 
4r was. to obſerve ſuch; things ) received 

.them oftner as: auſpicious. then inauſpici- 

. -ous Omens;, (the onely thing -wherein our 
, Modern Interpreters of Prodigies Ciſſenc 

| from 


LEST 


SEE ena bad + a | po e= F232. v0 a”. - Fx. 23022» w ' 
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from them, .whoſe ſourer humor - admits 
them onely to' the : Opinion.bf Signs of 
Wrath and Meſſengers. of Death,) Bur 
2dwit this Comer. an indication of Good 
or - Evil ,. to confine -its. Preſages -to- our 
Aﬀairs, roucherh A little upon the Humo 
of : thoſe Men that will needs fulfil Tet 
and..the Revelation onely in _ England, &. 

' And thus we diſmiſs the Confontats 


of Provigits Supernatural. 


© 


as * . | F - 
ALD £213 1212248 
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dana advifed ag f:the coprfiind 
pad octeand Signal. 


| ir weria. codapay eat 
. Woeild, whoſe ly fancies 
Ge the .C ycloprincthePoer) are" perpetu- 

ally imploied | in framing thundet-bolss for 
heaven to throw: down upon rtat- world 
themſelves are fallen our with; | Never doth 


the faceof the sky appear/mantledup'in'the 


clouds; but tid: Timerous ? imaginations 
__ them into ſuch-antick figures, that 


to them Bokay PP F'Y y 

eHebgs. rok eb the 3 Apotle ES 
porn a kind of viſible parables; fitted for 

the ſeafon. preſent, expreſſive of fone ap- 
proaching vengeance, There is' ſcarce a 


_ -: Dightpaſlech them wherein they-have nor 


lang pap Derry & mexoa, dreadful 


aginations and monſtrous viſions (as Plu- 


Re bet tarch/phraſerth it) which tell them the for- 
5p,7 m- Cunes of Kingdoms , or the fate! of ſome 
 gipoyru, great Perſons, The vanity of 'which' ſort 
—_ 4- of men; the b Cynick chaſtiſethina tart and 
mrs trac Sarcaſin, They are wery regardleſs of 
mavarsy- What they do when awake ; but /are hugely 
awycunr. buſy and Colicitaes about what phancies come 
Diog Laer®* into their heads when they are aſleep, Some 


inte- 


apmarat aqui Cary) 
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Cars, Prodigzes Signal. 
infelicities of temper or education baye-be- 
trayed ſome men to ſuch! ſingular meaſures 
of judgment and practiſe, that their: ſouls 
f | Karceſeem to come.aut.of theſame. Limbas 
- | with thoſe of other men, Ia matters afreligi- 
; | ous v7 ome. Revelations, vigorous impreſ» 
> | favs. of Spirit, extafoes ,. pretty  allegories, 
5 a ts in matters Civil, an 
: | old prophecy, myſtitk paſſages in Daniceh and 
| om rea en and:yupralficebde its 
| geverninent, ſtrange Omens and Prodigies 
qubich-Jike bla ders thew bigger or lefs126- 
cording. as- am air y+ (Fancy! and blows 
them.up);care the great Compaſs by which 
they ſReer:theit Spurs and-:ſome of 
| EI ee Songs 
ouage by athemietves,;; intelligible only by 
Thols of their own kind. ls © 
Bue.yyhar mean regards ſhall Scripture , 
Laws, ſober counſels, and a prudential <Hz+ , , c,,, ... 
derſtanding of the times and what i fit tobe 32. 
_ done, be entertained withal, if the light of 
knowledg in matters Sacred or Civil, be 
| oncethought to ſhine moſt clearly into ſuch 
crackt and crazy brains, as are not ſeldom 
themoſt! curious attenders of ſuch things as 
theſes: And as Reaſon would ſuffer i 
would» Religion, for the true fears thereof 
+ would beready to fly: away (like the Spis 
rits of oy;er-heated liquors) if overated by 
ſuch- ſtrong and continued jealouſtes of 
heaven 


*< ot 8.0) Ko 


 Repredies ngainſt Caniy 
heaven, as.the 'obſeryation of Prodigies /{aq 
[the latitude 'contedded bt would certainly 
ſubdue the minds of men unto, Beſides, 

min ("that believes himnfelf) fhall ever be 
able. ro poſleſs. himſelf in. peace,; while his 
inward houſe is ea 4 ſuch Spirics: of 
ear as a.Superſtitious perſwaliqn..of Prodi- 
| cm would be de; abasy railing.» up- ' within 


+ >Th-order therefote to 2 more aſe. Cure 
of # obſtinareand»dangetpus adi of 
Mind: as the Opinion of Fxodlgien 5, 1 ſhall 

adviſe the — nmr nt by | 


.. | 


nity of that defire. . 3 


that effeFual againſt 1 


£3 ,Oneiromanc), Augury, Harnſpiocina,Terazoſcopy.. The 
value - of Semantick Philoſophy among. tbe  Anctents. 'The 


of deſolation, 10 the Fews. 4. -A yreat indifferency of 
miri 2s to this wotld. ;,\\FRerſons ſoliciious in reference ta 


. this world moſt deftrous to know t3s fortune. 5. The we 


. 
LEY 


of 


neſins hath obſerved that however the 'Na- 
' tions were bars rmggy rung! merwg ah di- 
ſtanced from each other (like the lines in 
the circumference) by very different Senti- 
. 4 . ments in Reference unto God and Religion, 
in 


of teaſon to -jud? rhe' (grounds of this * and other Do&rine 


before we receive them. }/ba noted.to declaim moſt woo 
regen : the preſent Opinion poted to have hone 50 ſup- 
76 127 


i, 


[He firſt Soveraign remed adnſt this 
-i diſeaſe of the Mind is, T b aiſcarding 


all ſowr jealouffes concerning Go. - 4 5+. gays Re- 


rag of the Sea. why appornted by our Saviour as'a fign . 


_ 
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X0yF, 


e Plutarch, 
TIset oy H- 
"© 69H 0TE 19 


»- 


on ,. d corrupting che. exlieſt, noti 
Ke @ up ig, the Sault en conceiving\gl 


da Ting Te 
in other Matters Il Yaday @ 94s 


UMVBOLV_QUTONTES: an be Topo, EUR. cuan- 
por , all centured and met in this great do- 
arine, both wiſe and unwiſe, that God was 
a good, boun Re 08. Deg DenS:, The 
FA Je i ie ſo. many Dodtrines 
u_— the- Headers and Bauer 39 
(which Iam not” here. fo take notice. of ) 
7 \be ured yi A: 0 es to 
native nce..ot t ne 
is, xdnels and - ritual 1n- 4Aeir 
"That: which ,nty prefent, eu 

rent © gh ke” to abſcrve.is, how. apt, the 
minds of men'are to be. leayened. yer this 
fowt conceif' vhich cannot dwell Pha 2 be- 
leif of God's: gaodnels ) which © Platarch 
juſtly challengeth.in AR, that © ©«- 
4 ir Phri@er Þ & Y The \Deity 


an env1wns and 


Ou 8) ton 
thr hb .Colinfels are Hipecially NY Rs ns 


h the »-CORLLVANCES 10 beg mileries (> 
An hatred world”; "then which, neyet Hid 


7. more peſtilential air breath from the bor- 
towleſs pic. ſeizing che yery vitals 9 


Hence ows. this ealy concluſign, "har 
all Prodi onthe Van-guard to give 
Brce 0 che man trogps of turies and; mi- 


ſcries "nigcking ter :  {o chat hated ,man 


may 


»M "Oh. 


"SS 8.” A el LU nf C42 


$ir? Proviip ies SiH 


miy be rbrtured before he be killed, and may 
not have fo much as che ay hopes of Feh- 
city to refreſh his 1aborins ſpirits with, nor 
be able ro deceive hidbreſent pains ſo niuch 
is with'a Dream, Among the, Heatheys, 
the obſervation and Expiatton-'bf all manner 
of Omens and Prodigies, was a ſowr fruit 
growing from'this evil root" eſpecially, "pe+- 
eruaF5talbuſits of God, Far they thoughr 

hack an evil Ey, and' could not behold*s 
lirtle, 200d Portifl in the Wo!ld, withour 
xtonch of Eqvy, Arid therefore Camilla, 
opon'the taking of a tith Ciry in Herr 4774, 


. makes this \addenadtrefs to the'Gods, 'f FE! pur. in vir. 
ale} js | ts | j [85 7. "x * - Rw » / «4 - Camil. 
ms *; Wo zrnde9: COHAgTY, MS tens, vt 


eos Goa Ele; Wypz, tee, If we tw the 
revkhgt of thi $29 \1t7ion, T the drvige 
eoy, Tray that forme wicforrunt” of wine 
muy commute ors at of my Country, At 
among our fetves, fome men (tike the an- 
cent Tdolaters \ ſhape vir the 'God' rhey 
worthip'in ſack treadful forms'as frighr and 
arttzze themfelyes, they phancy he is. ne- 
ver (o'well farisfied 2s when fome ſcenes of 
afery are before him; and! therefore: alt 
ſtrange "events ate readily incerprered the 
Anvels of death, and the world thoughr tg 
be"hung round with ehe'enſigns of Ven- 


gence,” en: 


"Whereas? men did nor 185k nporr God | 
through” the*ftoſs medium of Roe in;part- 


uU 2 ent 
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| be jepmloneeyrech rothem.in more JovelyFolpes: 


y, might eaſily wnornFand a nd eh theeyils, 


bo the gage Ce Mac che 
2 (40 the, Language ofthe. Mor mh &: 
Tos is nugpmigpor KOT om Ws wn Danes 


tended $:9f 4ll-will, 
cipling. the. mad warld;into. Poly | Fiatgoak, 


reſt NCHS, againſt fi.z, and bor 
inſtances: of 


wiſe thoughts ; and. they. old, be priienss the 
yot ning v5 h 
he - children. of, men. that fury ,awefts nat, 

: we him; 1, that judgement - is. his ſtrange. 
work, &c, And-then would be pal ps 1wa-, 
n.ſome 


fairer. $4 which Scripture makes 
el celling. as, He m 


Y that Prod _ come ;fort 
other 'errand:then to let: .them_u 


muſt look to. be: y Kb miſerable. 
T2 3'44nd5 Di mes once believe the Goodneſs,;Pati-. 


Soca 2) ence.and long-(uffering.of God, they could. 


at > - not 1magine peak his-creatures, (as Moſes 


FS a did. the Tables ) fall out of: his hands and 


ire 3011, hregk. into diſorder," as a diſcovery bl his 


pn frequent.anger, .. I ſhall diſmiſs. this 
ani larmich that p Tres ore” of$.P, 


amned-o0 


3p 4.546- 
| as Jer eratiful ſacrifige or. more excellent ſerwice 


Sruporias. then te entertain w_ and ; QOpamans 
- aa E concer, ng: whereby ee I, avoid Su- 
| # perſtition, 


Jv *>am ov 2 tes ({ait h, he). et it down thee Foul 
felfa; 


nf ba} 
ent and | envious. hugors. hich Fry 
þ ey it were not poſſible but he muſt 


that he cannai preſent God with, a more: 


| 
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perffitiop, an evil "br much inferior to 

HR 2 Coq 300 WIFI 

"Secondly, The avoiding of any great fears 

or hopes in referente ty things fugure. ® Lu- 
cian yell notes, 'thit rs 4'man big with any.on 1, mi #2- 
great fears or hopes ;# foreknowleds of Events noun we;- | 
Peas very neceſſary and defirtable , be Y9"5 ava 
cauſe'this brings his" diftraed thoughts to pages 
a point, ' 4nd delivers him” from” the 72dium tn 442u, 
artending/all 'doubrftl expeRarions of the 
farore;? Hence ſich a man is eaſily per{Wi- 
def ro arrend' to a Prophecy ' or Prodigy 
that'oMers him a promiſe of reſolution, Be- 
ſittes,-where the Son! is'under the power of 
ſome'"preat' affeRion ( as it alway-is when 
DiGiSbe bout the 'iflue of things) any 
odd accident is apt to' make great impreffi- 
otis pon it ;' for when Reaſon is over-born, 
it is apt to meaſure things by prejudice and 
the Maxims of the' people, Fear (like a 


 crackt Glaſs) —_— every ſtrange event 


in' very frightful forms to the 'ey 'of the 
mind,” and will create its obje& where ir 
cannot really find it, Moreover, when men 
will —_ God's Province, and charge 
their *thoughts with the Furure, he juſtly 
makes their fin their puniſhmene, by delive- 


Ss ing them to the obſeryation of Prodigies 
an 


Omens, which fill them with more an- 
xtous and unquier thoughts, © BIKE <3ob, 
*Fis both our duty and our wiſdomtg ate 

ads U3 tend | 


294 Remedies againſt 
_ tend the buſige(s,'of the day, and1t0;leave 

the ifſue-'6f affairs 'with | infinite Wildgm 

and goodneſs: and the rather,becauſe if the 

Eyeat ſhalt be proſperous , there will be 

_ time enough-to.enjoy our happineſs when it. 

ſhall be - preſent ; we need not deflour it. 

by a precocious jay, before we are eſpouſed 

unto it, ._ If adverſe, what. need we.;chew 

pills, and feel our miſeries twice over *,,once 

in fear and again in preſence. Sufficgent to 

each day the preſent evil thereof, it; need 

not bortow from to morrow, It thould-be 

onr{care that Death do nor. ſurprize ys to the. 

eternity of another world, while ſtaring after 

the futurity. of this, " 
Thirdly, .The ftndy of Natural Philoſa- 

phy. Ir is the nature of all knowledg, to. 

give a kind of firength and preſence of mind 

to a man, but eſpecially of Philoſophy. /This 

will ſecure us, as fromthe rocks of 4thesſze, 

becauſe leading us into a notice of ſome Fiſt 

Cauſe , into which all the ſecond do gradu- 

'_ _ _A4llyaſcendand finally reſolve : ſo alſo from 
nar, 4 p the ſhelves. of i Superſtition , becauſe ac- 
* que conjunta Quainting us with the Second cauſes, For 
"eſt cum cogni- Fancy 1S apt to ſuggeſt very monſtrous . no- 
fe ſuperftiris tions of thoſe things. of whoſe cauſes and 
ic ſtirpes om Ratures We. arg, unreſolved: all. which fly, 
larry + like the ſhadows of the twilight befare the 
el 1.2. approaching: beams of knowledg,. Philoſo- 
___ - , P-Ja me Gbores, claſenpta 
"6:1 (NE 


0:1) 


UN 


bh _ - ies Showa, 
che-things we Natr-ar, "and gives us' a 'di- 
ſin view of :whar frightet Uk before,” and 
ſo ſhames the weakneſs of our former fears; 
He- that knows what; flow conqueſts a 
fame makes upon any humid' viſcous mat- 
ter, wilt not eaſily account every gentle fire 
continuing for ſometime in the air, a Kind 
of- flaming ſword, 'miraculoufly appointed 
by God todrive the ſecure world our of its 
fool's paradiſe, Who ſo conſiders how poſ- 
ible it is for Springs ſomerimes to fail- (nay 

how wonderful i'is that they fail no oftnet) 
catinot readily! receive any breaches. in'the 
ſtreams''which hold of them, as the prefa- 
oes of ſome civil breaches in a State, Be- 
fi des," Philoſophy informs us of the' me- 


k Verulam. 09- 


L 
 thods of Nature, in * reſerving immurtabtli- cit. De Nas 


ty t6 the more retired parts of 'Heaven and Rer.19, 
Earth, bur baniſhing' the great inſtances of 
variarion to the fuperior-parts of | Earth, 
ind inferiour of Heaven, Accordingly, to 
the Farth-quakes, eruptions of ſtrange fires, 
new fountains, preternatural generations (itt 
all which the more central parts of this vaſt 
2lobe are not at all ronched and concerned) 
there correſpond in the Superficial parts of 
heaven, mighty thunders, Comets, new m 
appearing ow and then,alteration in t 

p/ ro the e planets, variety of of: new ſþats 0b= 
ferwved to riſe and ſet in the body of the Sun, 


fomiethogh rarer, - Pal af its uſual ig > | #4 


Mor er 


1 SOR COOLS 


 — Og will 
bly dire us to.the.true Original Gans 
tion. by ;Pradigees,,. and the other Species 
thereof, Chiramancy, Gapnomaney » ORCIrOs: 
manc), Haryſpicines  4ugury;: in weamong' 
the Ancient. $3 Which: was (4fþ 
miſtake  not.): a; Philoſophick; Divination) 
BY Ringdied of, old) frexchti þy.:Jgnos' 


a 
j_- 


ne woe a TY 2©£ ——-—-! 35 »= $1 BR: 


4 7 os , 
226. 
% ' 


' rante and Superſtition. beyond the -liniits 
. of {obriety : jo all. theſe oma how- 
ever they are froth at.che trop; containun- 
der them the good liquor of .a-uſeftal. Philo 
ſophy. Thee: is a ſober-and, Phyſical Ghz-; 
rOMAncY for as the figures of the face-cary 
ſome rude indications. of-. thoſe paſſions or 
diſpoſitions ,of . the, , mind -which 4ubtiliry' 
would difſemble, ſo the; figures-and- colors: 
of the lines in the hand, make {ome general 
reports of the. temperament of the body, 
and by conſequence in what -likeliheod: of 
life the perſon ſtands: whzcþ being expoſedito- 
common view and of more ready inſpection, 
obſervation became. more curious, about-{it 
thep other parts, otherwiſe perbapsas: pro- 
PE ſubje&s of Art as that... In like manner, 
he Air having ſo ſubtile a perception of 
Wind riſing, drought or moiſture approach; 
2,20d anckh y growing (though impetce- 
prib ly to our .grofler ſenſes) \more.qr-leſs 
Fas or Fart theſe. ſubtle. yariecies 
A FISE could be reported by nothing fo rea; 


” dily 


LIM 
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dily-as by-ſo ſoft id diffipablea body as 


ſmoak; \which-might occafion'# ſober Cap- 
nomency,i whergpy the experienced Artiſt 
upon-an- ob wof -the- inclination, co- 

lor and'confiſtence- of the fmioak* made zudg- 

menr/ of the' condition-of the approaching 
ſeaſon,” \'And-thus, after reafonand obſerva- 
tion.had aſſured rhe Ancients that the Soul 

in ſleep was tommip nin x; nevi muy, Af | Arift.De Die 
it were forſaken and' empty: of all its own vin. per In- 
rational -'motions xj ' ey1Detors xm & us PR 
vv., eaſuly-woved actording as ſome con- 
tingent -222ver (difpofition of the ambient 

ur withowt:,' or of the 'humors and "ſpirits. 
mthia\):\might determine, and that there- 
fore-ſome ſtrange diſeaſes - of body, and 
ſomerimes:alrerations of Seaſon, had been 
toreſeers in dreams, 'thefe rude obſervations 

were at laſt licked 'into an Arr [ Phyſical 
Onctiromancy ] in which Phyſicians from a 
conſideration: of the dreams proceeded to a 

Criſ6s of the diſpoſition of the perſon : and 
many-of the Maxims which inſtructed 'thar 

Art are yet extant” in EINER his lirle 
treatiſe ide Zuſomnis, - Thus likewiſe when 
reaſowgave men this perſwaſion that Crea- 

cures living in the openair,* muſt needs -have 

4 quicker impreſſion from it then men that 
live-within doors ;- but eſpecially birds who 
liveinthe air freeſt and cleareſt,and therefore 

by their: voices- and motion of flight more 


apc 


ooo uo x HOO &, '& 3,1 A 


| . 6:2) 
dy 
inſt they = 
| 159. + 'to pos 
Reme nan Aur, £ 
\ what ural atte d other 
>xprefs of Naru 'W- an ny of 
'to/ExP Art of 1 frony t, Mai 6. 
=! the Feather low he air. n Anci 
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1)[6.3. Progigies Signal. 

du | ſuffer by : ſurpriſe) was noted to preface; her 

ke | works of greater note. © A raſte of which 

6 | Art we may receive! from | the Maſters 

&' | 1thereof. n | | 

f 0. Yents ſurgentibus, "ant freta pontt o Virg.loc.cts. 

* | rncipiunt azitata tumeſcere, & aridus altis 

» | Montibus audiri frazor; aut reſonantia longe 

" | Littora' miſceri , & ntmo'um increbeſcere 

"murmur | | 

i | Moſt of the ſence and all the reaſon of which: 

{ | Verſes (that the Reader and my ſelf may 

' | be ceaſed and benefited both at once). I 

' | ſhall deliver in. the words of the p Lord, c,,i;p.m. 
Bacon. Fhe zeſounding of the Sea upon the 9.174. 
ſhore, and the murmur. of winds in the woods, 

without «apparent winds, ſhew wind to follow. 

For fuch winds breathing chiefly. out of the 

Earth, are not at the firſt percerved, exceps 

they be pent by water or Wood, Mountains 

alſo have a quick perception of the diſþoſiti- 

of the air to tempeſts, ſtanding ſo near the 

Middle Region, the place in which, for the 

moſt part. they ate bred. To Yirgil (though 

indeed but Aratus made Latine, in'this' Ar- 

| gument), L ſhall adde, the prognoſticks of 

4 Aratus, q In Azooyu, 
Kas Sp nx pea 07  agepes dion. "* 46: 
Tagpia, mui d ome pupygt nAdoygurwviey 
AedigFaj xaos aurlw Gov, epyepuore 


The 


Repibtlies againff Sh 6.10 


t 3 


The frequent fails of Stars ,y.wghts ; | 


| Draming white trains, of: ſtreaming light, 
Receive 4s ſigws of minds $0 come; \- 
That may they fall) (au 11 
Thus Cafter and Pollux (thoſe trwin-lights, 
ſo called, ſeen forncimes about” ſhips in the 
ſilences. of the night) were anciently recet* 
ved asthe indications ofa'quiet paſſage y'þe- 
cauſe” any diſpoſition -in the att to- rhotivit 
would foon have divotted'rhoſe gentle fires! 
Kandy eafte to "thew =_ Lp $p Fes 
mantick* Philoſophy, in all the parts of it \, 
was ſtndied hp e more ein Philoſs: 
po being ſo' much tecommented to thein 
y the ſubciley ,'pleafbre'and ſingular'nfe- 
fulneſs thereof to'the* ends of common life, 
"= this would prove an'imperrtinence-in1 this 
m_ 010t 
. Now when ſome airs of this Do&rine of 
natural Prognoſticks came among” the tude 
multirnde,it became as a parable tn the month 
of a foot, which loſeth mach of its honor by 


nently applyed. They not underſtanding 
the rational cannexion ' between {ign an 

thing fignified , thought the lines *m'the 
hand as proper indications of the Fortune of 
the perfon as of his temper : ant wanting 


the maximes of Phyloſophy *to meaſure " 


their conceptions by,'it reference'to dicams, 
: as 


being imperfetly* propounded or irmperti- | 


| Cþ 
3 


| 
/ 7 


þ 8.x; Eredicie ig, 


F-+ the ſtace: and this (inall 


2s ſome difficult men thought they ſignified. 
nothing. fa ſome eafte perſons thought they 
might 7 1enifyany thing:to the Ride? radeneſs 
of the people - we may probably incitle. the 
ſober madneſs of ſeeking with that ſeriouſ- 
nels. the pr es pf Headpa , the.mo- 
tion of * 'Þ 5H and flying. .of 
buds., Ie oh FS of the Ext4 , 
2s. alſo that. ſolemn Opinion. of, Prodigies as 
F the extraordinary ſigns from. the Gods of 
ome SRC events, ' They.received, 


the roanng-of the. Tre .of the. ſeaas 2-ve-. 


ry gu gnificant emblem.of ſame. doletul difa- 
day 


in che ſtate, ['w common. O ; 
0n ces, (ON, OUr CO to, 


prodigies..,; as his. 
approachag  Reocis. of 7 bin 6 1; 

e hollow murmurs in groves and Caves. 
yere thought. che propherick voices of ſome 
Y- approaching : (as appears from the 

forecited;. verſe in Virgil... Yox fuogee "fi 
ncos, &c.).., And. they looked li- 
mo er Ingne, aces (38 Lucan $ US: ); 
ing Meteors.1p; the air, x pau 
tanding pon ſtatues, (i randy: iled. the 
ſweatng of, them) and.fuch like nacural.ine. 
dicatiqns of a change un the Air,, as, the. at-, 

bitrary. ſigns of ſome mighty alterations in 
kn; kelikood)becauſe 
wanting, the line of Philoſophy. to. lay oue 


thew 


; mois ve I S44.. 41 F WAVES. ; - 21.25, 


_* 81gna pra- 


307  Reppedies a0uinft $620 | ve 


their" Notions aright'in reference to thoſe 

Signs by: Now'wherr ignorance and miſtake 

had once planted thele wild” conceits, it & 

eafte to imagine how extreamly oy — 

grow, even beyond'their firſt occafions,” i 

verifier fo ſ{o-rank a ſoit as'the common people (the 

5 age red) Maſter of Siiperſtition:)" © 
Populus : atq; * *Fht Orders*and'Canfes' of Nattre,/and 
Pere {91 the firſt Original of Divining by" ſuch'itife- 
entes ſtulrs lencies* thereof | well 'utiderftbod; woule 
obſequnrer. quickly chaſe'qway aff) thofe® Moryd's (fit 
Venden. 8 p-ſtirious imtagindtions) which fright flew 
chenight'6f "rei ignorance; ol 19 


» © 
* 


LEES 


man our-prows the: joys'4 

© World; thenibrewill alt chings 

Th 17 140% pear:ro Him frinch t too little” for the folkem- 
ut exiſtimes nity of a Prodigy ; the motewill ke" think 
Deos mortium nothing here « 


value enooph eo KavÞ it 


mittere, & 
gquidquam 1am 
magnum ut 
perire mundus 
ſerat ? Sen. 


| Na.Quelt. rfjeWortd, and their hopes and Felicities are 
net inch imbarked therein; that they'me'fofli-* 
tous ro know its fortune, ant?” are itmpref-: 
five to'any prear feats inreferenceto its fa- 
tire ſtate, The Gentiles/of old, that could 
never -life* np: rheir- heayy minds Bo | 

© oe u 


IW1y 


6.x; Pragigies Signal. 
dyll. flats of, things ſenſible- and. worldly, 


were. the, greateſt Profeſſors of the! Arts 


of Divinatian: by all, maner- of. ſtrange: and 
ynuſual, Accidents, , , And the Fews {'to 
whom God, had. promiſed an' Heaven:.on 
this ſide, thereof. in ,the. liberal enjoy- 
ment of this World's, Rleflings): were: very 
ſollicicous about themeaning of ſtrange Pro- 
vidences,;Signs of, Times, and the iſſueof 
affairs.; and God was pleafed, by, many O- 
racles, Signs. and Prophecis, tO@@cconmmo- 
date himfelf: to. this low and. worldly tem- 
per of theirs, .But fince the introduction-of 
4 better, hopes. the tenders. of. ſuch ſpiritual 
Promiſes, .we have {ſcarce any. notices: giveh 
us of things-tutureg-;by,'Oracles, Signs,or 
Prophecies (except; ſome very dark: anes mm 
the Revelation; which ſome learned men con» 
ceive ina; great meature already fulfilled) 
God:bereby ſuppoſingour eyes now to beſo 
fix'd upon the more clearly revealed felicis 
ties of-agother Wotld, as not muchsto look 
dawn tairhe: fucurigies.of22his, 4 hs 7 
(1 Fifthly/, »Another effe&ual Remedy. a- 
gainſt this dikomper of amind; is a Cathoticon, 
4. ſerious. ap plization of our. Under ftanaings 
to make ſeqzohr into the. Reaſons of this or any 
other pretending Doctrine: of ' Religion, Be- 
fore we yentwe our whole: weight upon an 
Opinion, let vs make arial. whether i have 
Rrength enough to bear-us, That map that 

is 


'303 


Hangitlin: cinf - $xl 
{8 cowid ind baſfledout.of -al,afe of hi. 
_ thoſe tathionable SRC onl ' 
Reaſon; e Sperit corrupt Wiſdom: ond 
Jv chr conſiders mot : mere ep xs 
which: wall the: 
fit zouſe them, and! RO 
vithno man, but Slane: uſe-of; that” vay 
Reaſon which they-cend to deter hina from; 
and that it is theufage of - Paſeie-tgp 
when Juc t is:likely tor pals - gat; 
them; comlead that Moir af  Placiha 
forinfeca, matters that belong to the cogni- 
2zanceof fone other-bar then char of Rev 
{on: thac their Do@rines, beingymatters0f 
Revelation, arezotbe ried ohely per Peres, 
the -expteſs Revelations containgd//in the 
great'Rule of Faith, the ſacred Scriptures, 
(which they. have firſt ſ\uborned;:by a falſe 
glols, 'to give ſentence for themſelves,) of 
elfe, char being che publick ſenſe,” they ow 
no' account to 2 private ſpirit, * But''when 
God chath commanded - us to- ſearch and 
prove, and made us reaſonable creatures, and 
{o, habitually able and naturally deſirous to 
underſtand x Grounds and Reaſons of Do- 
Qrines rendred to us, and becauſe im = 
Faith is'an honor due onely. to:God w 
infallible, we ought-({with all humble i rms 
yons got to impoſe-our Judgments, but to 
ſatisfie them) ro require the Reaſons of 
them, and be able to make apology = = 
evera 


1 2Ihs 


b by perſons 
der; then that a believe, 

 Andif metrwoutd once” be perfiaded 40 
far to Honor-chemddbves'as not to- rake up 
'their Faich-upon eraſt;:I queſtion nor bes 
this Opiniotr- Ker Prodigies would quickly 
fiak in-the World, Pony hath 'r0 

ot 4 grea ce. 


great ſb 


_ thar of -Sawſon ; for itwas' harder' to "fad 
where ir lay then to cutir off, harder to find 
is 0 env Anſwers, 


© 
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y if hat God hat 


Remedies, —_ 


\Z 


LTSSCTITY. 
LOI GC Eo Ib tis 165m 


at 4 


No | Signs 4 Tins 4w to. be exp. 
'The 4ifcarting'of har vaſh Principle; T 
mh" agar, eXtragrditigey Signs 
e Curl of Tim ' $0mee- 
. ks by; the boring. Th ence indus 
un. 0 r041g1 0 $ 
'" noted.," Pio raenid j Rog: of FM 


'f fa Fc 
- Fi fe falbfinetably. Thiel herpes 


a vie oF abt Geog uit Ta Te 


--no troine indications.” wy ee 
ſalazion, of Jeruſalem. Reaſons peck the rey yr 


tbe Jews canugt , excour 1/0 W ati 1 ſuch 
"20w. rofl Vet mines; Wil « as { NN 3% 
- ovilof #he 6 as Times ee Me 


PoF#rina of 
in many particulars. The yanity.oj heving 6 regard i" 
r0 Times paſt, or 10 Times 80 p 


Eſt all the fore-mentioned Renjedict 
ſhould fail of ſucceſs, the laſt (which T 


am {ure will reach the cure) which'I ſhall ad- 


viſe,is, The x yonry. of that raſh Principle, 
appointed to ll Ages ſome ex- 
traordinary Signs of ſucceeding Times, 
There isa variety of Timesand Seaſons, 
Times of temptation, Luk.8.13. Times of 
refreſhment, R.3.19, Times of viſitation; 
LZuk,19,44. There is indivine-Di eater 
ons a kind. of chequer-work of black: and 


x Eccleſ-7.14 white days taking place by *turfis,, This 
w1Cor.7.31, MUS EF 190% w ke of thes World 4s [thus 
ſhifted and varied, that both the various At- 


tributes 


EE ww At. = 


 pnhcesbigwd 
cribaees of - God and Graces of his Divine 
G _ in his Servants, appear ard” aft 
parrs ie fy Now” are yery ind 
eſſe vetot 


that Summer is mieh ;and thar tt x 


will he weevinz4vezther, whenwve fee'r2y; MI 
J Job 41. 18; 


lowting to fit "upon 'the y e9e-lids of *t 
ins w_— 0, ithar He hath #9 his Provy 


deges Sivan. us "8 (Cont FT Yajew) ay of xS.Luk 16.3: 
or good! | 


the Seaſons af a pproaching, Kar tohens 

or evil, whereby WE may Know, 45 it 1: 

what clothes to put , Mee: we muſf 
re -the garments of of praife* eo entetrain 

the” 1s: or clottth"otr felyes with? prext 


ſorrow and humility to prevent or Ls are 


for the #vils which'a few Arys may brin 


forth, And before they have ramni'd*t 


Grouhd, they: haftity advithce' this Concly- 
fon, Thar Prodegies are 4 very great and 
proper Sign of 'the Times; "becauſe the du} 
leſt Eye-may-ealily forefee an Evil it fuch 
->chough' hi Sons of ' Wiſdom alone 
xeableto foreſee itin the” ptobable Cauſes 
thereof, ''* 
Thar 'this is a'very finking and deceirful 
Ground to build this: infor! of Prodigles + 
opoks, will appearuporrt brief Reſolution gf 
this 'Queſtion- Whether or nb, Now vnder 
the Ti mes of the ms God wonch(afe par- 


ticular 


1s Perſvaſion, That as Goa in * DP, Paul. 
nmbacks ordained * Signs'of- the Sexfons Burenſ. de 
enſing, [for "when'the Trees pur forth; ye Preſecitur. 
concly 


_ _ $o8 


 Amichriſt) of the laft Times, of "the binding 
- Fe go of the laſt 


_ dies) ir-is hard to determine: their Afpects 29 
any particular.time orjpiace: and'it amy ſuch 


' they will ſerve ratheras Arguments Goil's 


| Perſons of more.purged and attentive: ears : 


ſhectsof. Heaven, the tulnefs of the:Fniqui- 


| Remenles\ againſt [) | 
ticular Kingdoms any: fueh vxtraerdewery 
Signs. of «the: Times as'are contended»for #} 
Particular Kipgdoms;Hay:z Forastor thoſe 
$:zns {ome Pak forwach -Of;..of rth4 fullrof 


Fudoment,& 0. they.are 
of .a fibre and are{0 
looſeandpeneral,;thar(ike theHeayenly Bo- 


Signs; as -they ſpeak-of; hereafter appear; 


Providence and Preſcienee;thenas:the Mo- 
nitors of that juſt diſtance of time by which 
they are remyved: from:thoſe great :Events 
of which they are (at large) the :{ore-run- 


_- ers: {and therefore we difmu6 the-dotifidera- 


_ 


wa Ape to-a more diſtint Anſwer ;x0 the 
Queſtion/-propoſed,. I mult neceſſarily pre- 
miſe this diſtm&ion: of 'the ſuppoſed Szgns 
of Times... There we, 1, Some barely ind:- 
cative Signs, ſuch as have no effective. in- 
fluence upon the Event ſucceeding},::but 
ſerve as a kind of Bath Col, onely as: ſome 
ſofter voice..from Heaven <to detlare 'it to 


rion of: them as wholy foreign to our preſent 


Such. as are:Prodigies; of. all ſorts, the, A- 


ty of -a+Land, ſome old Prophecies; i 
. ible 


624 Prodiipees” Sturmal;, 
fible-Parailels (in-many- inſtances) tbeaween: 
the "Occurrences in:former.: Times and/our 
own; ſome ſtared Petiodsofi:F ime beyond: 
whictr ſome Bodies policick haye'nor- -been 
obſerved ''to continue: without» ſome. pry. 
hiars-(as\ the: Prophet \ſome pgrear 
decays and alrecations; ſome:myſtical Pro- 
168 © |Promiſes::in Scripture, 
orced/by:a ftrong:Fancyto/thenarrow:ſenſe. 
and: incereſdof ſome /private>times andioc- 
caftons, 'Many fuch km of Signs there are, 
which : (becauſe: my :bufines'now'is:notto: 
feed :Curioftty bores kill 3c): 1 or man 
omir; '/T here-are rwo.otherSigns 

of becrernameiandioredie) whichatrony 
call-oproative Signs, fuchi as feemritvarry: 
ther: Effects in:the womb: of their own 
powers 'and - ſufficiencies/, having anactive 
influence thereupon, as the general buafsand 


mclination-of a Nationy the precipitate 


 Counſels' of /Menin truft,;and:many+>fach 


like which Policick Diſcourfes, the Hiſto- 
ry of /Fimes; and a:Mind: much: practiſed i in 
Civimizrters, will beſt lead Men toA KNOW 
=_ of): 

TF his \premiſed, 1 return. an Aokaer tO 
the -Quel Hon propoſed, in theſe three Cony 
10NS ': 


- Þuft,.T here are Few operative Signs of 

purticulay Events , upon a view whereof 4 

very. prebable Fudgment may be ſometimes 
X 3 


made 


_ = ke ſeat fr off arv1u 
ſeem mdſt pi preptiane wiehiſoch Bfſodts, oy 


have miſearyin omby +omby, ati&themoſt Pkou) 
bable Gomcisofthe grear Oracle En 


ENIDOC 


Dun oo Rn 
as treos 0; tt: 

wrocd horn wh inthe of: 
they ſeem to incline, thar' 6: PLAN Er ot 
dence'(the'imifge '0f- Providence) -tayap-. 
pearvaluable' to men, »ari$the wiſe-mans and 
the foe] may nor: be choupht' 10 ON 
 4leve}; arid albchingstormuporaDle; 
Howſoever the World hath been ſo wes 
ind wicked together as ta'give:the Opitibn: 
of 2s ues to perfons/eminenc 'forlitrle 
befidey'i norance ind impudence ;/ ye&rWwe 
find God in Seripeure {o'far ſecuring” the 
hook -6 rue Divination, as to: conferithe 
gift rhtreof gentiatly vpon/ men, andithoſs 
... of apious and learned Bdnention) and all 
the ſhadows thereof which. may be yet tound 
_ inchd World, Slower tells ns: dwelt ina 
. wiſe heart: b The prudent win foreſeethiitbe 
edit; and hiderh bifelf ; and that, _ 
coriſulripe of Prodigies, but obſervin 
feeds and cauſes im which ix lies hid, Kea 
orner 


m 
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3 Phadigies Siguats JI. 
other gifts and abilities,,ance miraculous and 
xtboſinay, —_ the ſick, of fpruk- 
ing with towgoes,r af: aptrerpreting- te Serip- 
tures; of -difcenning af þo74t3.4 40 tha 6 
of if ore ſeeing OY re; 10-tar. as: they, 
reEmallt FeC;-ih the: Would, are: reſerved (ol, c Multi in 
35:Che. rerardand howor of the diligent,ob0 Rep. exercita> 
feryant, and+andentanding , Perfon,-- And: aca Some” 
Jacrran wy rue gh there arg of- this, accepimus, 0» 
prugienahyl for it, and. thele ep ſtrange; rientem ty= 
tat yn, whoſe thoughts ſcarge reach tr eenidem | 

waa ne rt, an-hour , they proficiuns, 
would be concluded; Prophecies, + Lu Pon 

; Secondly, -No-operative Sigfis 54x be ye dicere, divie 
Keira the-nqueſtionable Intelligencers" of 59" nullo me» 
therevidetion 'of :{ucceedive Times + is-the Ta : Divia, | 
unqueſtinable lacelligencers, I [ toy ; Ana. be 


" (aheBecauſe God- ofren: ACTON anolitinh. 
his biggeſt Ends by-means unpromiſing and 
moſt» inviſible, -He -ſometimes;-rows 'his 
to harbon, while: the-means. (een 
toilook4quite ariother way : and-what is 4165.60.14, 
_— the-merhods a; nar Ne? : Cer1.ah, 
ture holds true generally 11 the aHet 0 artbang” 
his «Providence Ks greateſt | Works UNS mining Kaos 
_—_ by the'leaſt and moſt infetſible/2/rumur ſe 
, He uſually: brings his biggeſt Ends 71 brggnet 
nk by the Midwifery of feng als tn 
alties; which taken afunder ;ate; weak! apa {nſw fert 


vulgary bur viewed in.conſort {peak excel-Q:41,\68. 
| X 4 lent 


lian. Var. lent. art, and wildom T he/F Fry 
\Foeds 53s wellobſerved. "Ho. oa 


ei, 


oy Remuaies agdinſt © 6.23) 


R6pg9\ TVugA. of, Ogap : 
Soxwor. ws, | 5 he \0r1 946) 
pre the greateſt Wars inhhot be aped; 
ſeem. to nigh been: erp comenmpibles :[ando 
» 00 rhe hare paegobecyesd of many. 
Venrs>98d; {hangencimiache: 
"LOT. ha Pry have been; broughe 
»» ikea £265hp by owned helen) 

"ſome. very. coptempei 
occaſions., WRBRS.s wb Y: $3688, Kings! 
> cammen Ny hks a Suow-) 
<5 «-- bath) from, RE pogo increaſing tq8 graas«: 
ice rn DglF] Ws he eye of 44h aſt: 
IGG, 4n Joil and. dixt;,; -Bue; eſpecially 
le is this Myſtery of ;Divine:Brovis! 


POO the ma of: che Aﬀairs 
vo. 4 « thes Church, which 0 ike Chriſfk-the Hen, 
+? thereof) ſtrings 4s 4 ro0t gut Au a dry gnound; 


grows, from maſt ynpromiſing begitmings, 
and ows.neither its planting nor inezeaſe:to 


. the Arms-of Pringes,, The .obſeryation- of 
- "Which Secrex. i mn Providence: drew fofthahae 
' . Chriſtian, Speech in an;Ethnick: dreſs4rom: 
' Mathiavel,  Fatorum wei rationes Prody- 
 eendorum rffettuunr, obſcurjores ſunt, quam: + 


{ 


\ut.4 nohs ipteligi queants; God thus: 
the greateſt weights upon the:[malle& wines, 
. that things. may ſlide off ſweedly, and nts 
: Qt noiſe, and Men mayadmire the depths. 
: +, 8s Wim when they.fec ſome paige |þ 
=. "—_ ettiecte 


99] 6.27 rauits Sonu: " "y 
effecedbbefote they touldhitk they were = = 
2 doing, +» Agr rherefore” much of Nowit." | 

dom "of :Divine + e4s*0b(tfited by 

thoſe; Hiſtorians whith Thaw only the face, ;,,, ;1 ...- 
job bufineſs;; \and" the pomp of forte" great!1ifcis divins 
Adtions;bur/ take n6norice of choſe? ſubril #* 2roprium ur 
ind almoſtanfenkidle vrcafions fron whence Pe 


did arife-” (0 f199C 1,951 "4 of? Fix, fir ſ<pe- | 
Li umero ut bit 
war Sod ufinlly: rwedncerh bis" rene” da 


andhends-by tironits ni panes, Pro 7,7 Chron. 
OG Mike civaitinetd of the <a] majors 


Tantum fer- 
h-(evetsÞ abrapr'endings, and ſees — 


iwvthe works ofN cure, God g0- tiorum pom- 
So to/higends, inthe TJ - yu 
of: Providenice'he 'wftally oerh about; and7uim eorume 
rates op ocragrVes by: Cack flow arid filet —_ ſomites 
that'in the iffite' it! ſeems\to' any 1pio wes, 
UT rut and fevere obſerver the' Po armor 
of:rxame and chance,” racher chen any ft em res 
andiwelladviſed Undetftanding,” "Rnd 0. 
this xefori_the Ancients are conceived "in 
cheir"table of i Pa» to have atctihured: ai id: = _ 
rod \of\ ſtaff 'ro/ him "crooked ar rhe upper'p.h (v.nw. 
pry becauſe all the works of Divine Ptovi- | 
dence ureveffected * by Circuits and oblique - ©! 5 
ways, -ſoithat. one ching*ſeems to be done, 
bie-ſome'ocher is y done : as in the 
whate Rory :of FoſepÞ is eſpecially: ob(er- 
vable. 'nAnd perhaps this: myſtery of Pro- 
vidence was emblemed'in the propherick vi- 
ron of » whee! that tnoved* withiy x wheel; k Exck. 1.16. 


the 


6.23] $- 


"Stony ogainſt;: 
- theends God-nninly inz-ads- being-graduzk= 
1y and ſecretly promored under:ithe/pretexy | 
E and covert of -fome more viible; and unſyy | - 
{ . fſpectedi cus, in-Kingdoms: 6pmh6 von HL 
En... privace perſons, '% SSM BEI WR ER | 
3"BE J;; God: ſometimes makes: aſo-tif = | 
* grearund pompout;” 'ro foines ends weak amb} 
ele inthe cie of man): To'what;igreat-a@ies 
ons:all - on. the ſudden, did: (he ftrengrhen: 
the: hands of the King's opt bs 
Qories drew thevies of Tt. 
and- 'twas concluded :iby camels Þ 
_ dence-deſigned him hothadcelans 
Ls which thould pour-our net ure 
pon the-Beaft , when behold;unexpedteds: 
7 2s -Qurrent; ok: his ſucceſſes” runs:ander; 
ound;and men- engaged co-believe God 
didticbimere reſerved/and Spiritual to ac! 
compliſh by his+ arms then'cheir \{horteo! 
thoughts could" reach unto,. - And the-ſuc- 
ceſſes: (beyond the examples of HiſtoryYof 
the-forces {ately :on-foot in theſe: Nations, 
2ave:ſome 'to think- them incendedithe in- 
ſtraments-of ſome- range work, when al} 
' 1 Job. 20, 26. 0, the: ſudden' 1a fire not blown did conſuns 
them':and-men were taught not-to lay: our 
their:thoughts of God by their own: licele | 
, and ſhallow models; : He acts. ſomcimes 
without,: but. often beyond, ſecond Cans 
ſes, ang. -haeh uſually- ends to ſerve: —_ 
their -motions: and counſels, which. , 
 -- IRC 


EOS IO. On: Wu. HT EIS $5” 208 g Sag =— 


"if F ma 
mjeach! pa mor che bea dr Cheinten-mn Mikes 
| tion of his Rider, i Dy 10TH t5%; | 1, Jai 10.7. 


Signs of amy change: 


ocean 


iFhindly, | There: are 20 fuk 5 I 
$18:\States 4nd tm4s: 45 


wention bath been made of , ,;None; Ifay, 
that God eyer appouxced ior man may. fafely 


tiuſt wneo, <A ugh hich: thall preſume 


exineed; itJ:candegrade:(ghe moſt pretend- 
pr zÞs auProphecter,  Heauenly: 
A ndabe \ then of 4 Nation, 
rhe; honor of:baog, Gods ſigns)! and 
' evident; that men: do bur ea) upon 
chow faacies\/to divine. anco chena and pleaſe 


 them(chies inthe viſions of theirheads when. 
 they-truſk eo:fach indications nextherSerip-; 


tarenor-folid reaſon warrantingithe recepti- 
-on-of theinſtances: mentioned:igs God's ro-: 


. kets of any ereat plague TURE in- _— 


ſuddenly tocnſue; 1 
-Fuſtitherefore, I aſſert: Prodigies are none 
dGod's: deſigned Tokens, The ctedi-of- 
which  affertion T might - perhaps | withour 
praſuumprion traſt with the evidence-of the: 
piacedeno Difcourſe,. But becauſe:T world: 


aeakicehia branch-of our Method ſhould be: 


finidefs, 'Ladd this furrher coaſtderation:te 


| aflure ic's > They are extreamly diſpropor- 


toned \to-thoſe ends and purpoſes ,. for. the: 


| ſervice whereof. they are (6 recerved, For, 


whereas they are pretended the warnings ot 


Mayen $ would demand, Is it at al} li BE 
that 


x 1 Cor. 10.6, n-chemſehves- exviced4p eff ghapwokd ever 


2nq/t --- deep-cave,” (an Emblem!!of: the deprhy of 
_ ; a Pn videg 0): whence. they oft: ilueg' forth 


| nome aga Gief $ 
| rhiae-Thoſe men which Alb not'be wirned 
alche grear examples df /DivmeJuflice 


tanein Sacred Writ, Tinwhich they ma\fey 


leath wiſflom'fromi! es; 'and-+thoſe" wrt 


teſted gerieraſly bue! the'fith of" ps 
or t vancSpectatory tor ca is feys 
fonably" be imagined thaschoſe $1raoap buldh 
it-thehearts 'of Menufeally:impreenable- to 
all"rhe!-barreries of Sermons and-afliQtiong 
ſhould ever yield upor th& ſummons bf aw 
ſuchifappoſed warming pieces: whbfebutlls 
fly (6) much over themp hoſeortreanat 
evils-ftay: Jura and! Jools: 1generals/and 
poine-not''ro any! particular” perſons,) tine, 
nature or condition! bf "che judgments \c8#] 
cainly-no;) Arid thereforeas good men ned 
no ſuch/warnines,: ſo bad mea"db nor! (de> 
ſebve them: - (o little good” uſevin' probabi- 
"woold they" make df : then "if-:rhey 
ere afforded. .'More ſober 'ehierefore: and 
adviſed-the DoQtine couch'd iinithoſe = 
nick fabtes:; wherein the ap 
meſts (Divine ven een" e @ 
pe: Ace and Saxdees the Dgh 
of affairs'in this world, andthe: ire; pdqmaren 
ſcrutable-counſels of heaven : rand the Pay: 
ce * (ſuppoſed" ro deal» our«the deſtinies of 
..m&t)' to have had their: habitation 1a 


{yd- 


bs  Prodigies Signab 
denly-upanthe! ſecure and-unwarywarld: 
much more inſufhcient-axe theſe Prodi- 


the:faith. af - Gods foreſee bt: of- res 
En 4 ovna 4s hr _— 
dawn upon:the wore; lome very great yudg- 
ment; and neicher: x6): _—_— nor when, dg: 
| <p nag + Dor, what 
(and; Prac anda hew-no-ſuch 
com amy Not every adviſed per- 
{on cerfainly conclude, Fhad chag dls Di- 
vige-forerdighc. in. me; beſides the affecta- 
tion theteotr,, And, therefore.” tis much fa- 


Ged). ( the! Attribute of his Preſcience)- as 
they pleaſe,, then that the ,unhallowed hand 
|} of Prodigy ſhould-be made uſe of, which 
_ doth bat, i what, it ſeems:roaflifh, | 
- 2 Vulgar-PropheciesAare not to. be recei- 
ved as any-Signs of future times, The world 
bath always fvarmed wich ſuch things. eſpe- 
cially in»eimes of ſome publick heats) and 
contentions, Thus we read that during the 
civil; Wars between Ceſar and Pompey, heir 
ther fide wanted Prophets which gave them 
to-proceed and hope to-prevail,, And 
that when: the civil-wars were, hotteſt be- 
tween7ork & Lancaſter,o books of beaſts and 
babies were exceedingrifeand.currant in eve» 


| "pplying and incerprering theſe. prophetick 


emblems 


gies for-that other, Pe aeRey: She: ſeen-- 


fer:to- le bruciſh perſons ſhake this: 4rk of 


0 V. L. How=- 


wy Defenſar 


ry quarter and corner of theRealm, cither fide ag4inft ſppo- | 
fed Prophe- 


Ciesy Co24e 


Jt$ 


pT3 Pary d- 
974400" X (44m 
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| — 299 /þ $# 
emblems" #5 they ſtood: ae $6 "ths 
title. - And” this s''a figh tharrioſt of rich 
preditions derive not | froth rhe'Spirieq 
ent bor are" the” comjeRutes'! or the 
wiſhes 'of ſubril 'men diſguized inthe di 
of Prophecy, to gain treveraice and conf 
dehce'to thi Cmſerrhemſelves 'havey 
kindneNs' for,” Its is/ yet $rearergrountd'ey 
Suſpicion” thar- chefs'prophecies:comie/ ni 
forth from God, who dlowe is ab16 th Hecht 
the end from the'broinning thafihey us 
delivered generally by perſons which hav 
none of thoſe" great qualities* which - 4#adt - 
the faces of the tre Prophers*6f-01d\; 1d 
ſhinebefore men. * Tris with men''propram 
argyment that Wifdom 'was never - vet} 
friendly ro the. World,” char 'it Hath-beet | 
ſo-prone in 'all times to receive prerended | 

Enthufiaſm and- preſcience with. more-ſe+ 
cred regards then laws and wiſe men;"ant 
yet at the ſame time havegiven the glory 
of theſe gifts ro men of the weakeſt heads 
or worſt lives,? to Madmen, Perſons tran pore 
ted by the heats of a feaver, men in furits 
and ecftacies , flar-gazers, fortune-tellery, 
Women (tor {uch were 'the $iby/[iime Oracles 
delivered by) critical obſervers f Omens mu 
Prodietes, Wizards , perſons that ' declui 
with *much tarntftnef againſt. ( what wy 
cannat value) Humane learnimes; \and ſuc 

2s (Iikt'old men? ſee and know Jeaſ of rhings 


near 


E\ k. 2, Prodigies Signal. 
gear and preſent; have been often-thoughe 
co.ſce'things atdiltance and 1nfururicy, - moſt 
exactly-and .diſtintly,. Nor if we ſhould 

admir. theſe; Praphecies+ro-the opinion of 

Divine' Enthuſialims, are they therefore to 

be attended: and- truſted co as the. diſtin 

figns- of the ſacure or preſent- time, both be- 
cg0ſe-many+ of. them give an uncertain found 

4.70.the particular eime-of accompliſhmene, 

aud beſides are-generally very perplext and 

winding their terms, Even of-che'Divine 
Prophecies 4-1 Learned man hath ventured — aunt 
. 1:42y, $6:nſque ab iis temporibus que Chri- Pref.ad Com. 
fti xdventum aliquot ſeculis anteceſſerunt ,** Fam, 

ad hans etatem noſtram rerum memoriam-re- 

Petar, oper neminem #nquam extitiſſe , 

qu4.ramturs f in temps faturum immiſerit , 


anſus + Vatum ſcriptis divinare 
| 95 ke furnrum, qui non lapſus fit in fa- 
difmos errores quos res ipſe aliquande con- 
fmarunt, Theſe: lapſes of thelearned, thar 
ventared- to; be particular about the ſenſe 
and ſeaſon .of Divine Prophecies , may ſerve 
todiſcourage the curioſity of Inquiries into * © * 
times to come, and to aſſure us that Events awed 
are the 'beſt Interpreters of Prophecies, -and : 
| that God incended them eſpecially for the 

benefit of the Ages wherein they ſhould a 

pear fulfilled ,, to whom they ſerve as t 
Seals of his Providence , Preſcience , nd 
Divine '- Authority of thoſe - _—_— 
where- 
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| Remedies againſt 
wherein: . they : are delivered. | 

3, *The: Varioks aſpets of heaven are 
no intended figns of- tims :\ ;for the cons 
trary Events of things do generally »zakegr 
prove the Diviners by them mad ; and the 
Hake and moſt wonderful change in ſtate 

at 'ever hapned , - in- the reſtautation-:of 
His-Sacred Majeſty in Peace' and p_ 


was not ſo much as dreamed of by al | 


the. Privy-Councellers to the ſtars ; 


and 
the / heavenly bodies are fo diſpoſed 28. 


not to make by their otder. of placing 
any' one equal- figure or image, as-1t were 
on {et p 
of -Idolaters and Diviners by them , and. 
the' preſages / by them of the weather 
are {0 


mwendacia panciora quam alterius fuerint (as 


r_Majmonides {martly) ſeek 4 glory from | 
hence, if the lies of one be fewer then of. 
Port. oſ.p.21 [Orme other, Belides , the ſuppoſed ligns 
in- heaven are the meer creatures of neceflity. 


and fancy. For (as the 5 Greek Poet tells; 


ec iS & ,» XX 7 


{e' ro diſcompoſe the fancies |} 


generally falſe , that the Aſtrolo». | 
gers  hinc gloriam captant ſs cujuſpiam | 


hal} '1 


us) when men could not .give aor learn-a: } 


name for ſo vaſt a number -of ſtars, they 
thought fit to throw a great many: into 
ſome. conſtellation , that one being -thus, 
with as much order as Nature wouls allow , 


added to another, 


_— 


- '$2. ; : p od ies Signal, , #2 | _— 
_Eifta atitiverey, up V0 UGGr Sebir-r 
WE +, 7- ol or 9d» lndiend 
they 1m12ht ſfrenific ſome kindof forms; and ſo 
the Bars maaghs wha aift th by __ 
memes, '— Beltdes; 'thoſe res of » Mercury, 
Saturn and” Mars, &c, whereby the Pla- 
nets are diſtinguiſhed, are not originally ow- 
hs: to any diftin&t 'Underſtandinig of the Spe- 
- 6ifick- vertues and influences of thoſe ſtars 
(for-what- experience -could- teach- them *) 
but+-to an - ancient Uſage .* among the, p;1. 2.5. 
Eaſtern people, firft ro honor, and ». laſt eo Bolduoe Tos 
_ worſhip” their departed Hero's in ſome » ſtar j'*/-<n* eg- 
or-canſtellation dedicated to them and cat- « a8. 7. 43. 
rying'their names, Now then can it with 
reaſon be conceived. that theſe planets and 
4. fignsindicate any futurity, which men, had 
they ſo'pleaſed , might have molded into 
other figures, and which borrowed their 
1 names not from-philoſophy butchance? Bur 
' begauſe this Subje&t Aſtrology icarce dwels 
withir.the ſuburbs of my preſent Argn- 
ment , and my pains have been »Jately ſo *> 
I happily ſuperſeded, I ſhall diſmiſs this par- 35, 400" 
ticular with a conjecture concerning the O- neſs.1.7.c. 14, | 
| riginal of this Specious vanityy which ſeems 5» 
to have» been, a deſpair in {ome- yain 
minds to-xeach the name and eminence 
of ſome former Maſters in -Aftronomy 
and to gain reputation by any new. and 
Ind þ + more 


Avrt :i 


4 
— 


» 


Romanrick | omy : AnArt of preſy 


Talmudical Commentators upon their Law 


 Fluddan.Phi- . . | ; 
of. — ret ciſms about the form, coheſion, diſruption} 


return, 
iniquity of a land, a fign of the times, The 


conrent uſech to ſanifie | it diſcourſes 
with,” and men think themſelves wiſe and 
religions both at once, when they have laid 
Pd down ſome ſigns to declare the fulneſs of 

0 it 


322 | Remedies againſt. 6.02} 


© moreſolid notions in that Science then they? 
had delivered : and therefore endeavared 
to draw the eyes of men upon them by 'a* 


ging by the ſtars; ſer off with the pomp'of 
new terms and phraſes, Thus when the more {| 
Modern Rabbins were under a deſpair of exs' 
ceedirig - or equalling the Traditional and-- 


| yV.Gaſend. they ſtarted y aGrammatical Cabbala to ſerve. | 
| Exerctt. m their ambition upon , wherein their ctitl-* 


0bj.1, ſhutring, opening, tortuoſity, length, ſhofts- ' 

neſs, dete, eminence, coronation , order;” 

numeral value of the letters, are infinitE;- 
Thus when a more ſimple and praQtical Di> | 
vinity, and the literal way ot expounding. 

Scriptures, (moſt in uſe in the firſt Ages of-: 
the Church) 'became a field ſo beaten that ;: 
no new game could well be ſtarted therein; © 
after times endeavoured to ferve Opinioti 
apon ſome witty allegories upon the Text; Þ 
and the Subtilties of the School, Butr'to | 


mniquity of the times is a theme which Diſ- 


4, Neither is the pretended fulneſs of the 


17% Prodigies Signal.” | 
; 4 by: Bur cettainly for men rw derbriaine 
5 fulneff is to intrude into Gods coun- 
eds; bh Ephah" ſtands by him alone, _ 
: he only knows how near it ow filling, Bo 
files, men are very apt to eſtimate the fol- 
# #f# of the iniquity. if 4 land, by falſe 2 
Þ ares; fot rhe wicked and the vodly are terms of 
diſtinction (with ſome) nor ſo/tnich of the 
' manners of men as of their party; and allſhall 
Þ. bedelivered by them to the Devil rhat fir 
Four of their little circle of Opimons, Not 
but'that T chink ſome Ages of amore coatſe 
and- unhappy mettal chet others, and the 
- F iniquity of Torn more groſs and daring thefts 
4 of other times; - and when they are To ins 
F ded, Gods Miniſtets are not to pettnit 
'&, men like ſwine'to ſleep in their mire, with- 
F ot denouncing God's $ judgtn ents againſt 
che! ' Bur 1 "ay, men ought not to pre 
| {tibe bounds to the long- uffering of Cod, 
or time and manner to his Juſtice, or to mea- 
* ſabe his patience/by their own,nor co tell the 
' wotld when God's repentings are juft come 
toan end, 
The truth hithettd contended for, fands 
incumbred wich a double objection which 
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are told that God gave the Jews ſome fi igns 
of the time, an] natticula y ar nf | 
ory 


| and great fiens fr from heeven as 


tors of the aPpecactng deſtructjon of Fe- 


ruſalem 


Innft endeavour "ouy from, (11) Wevh.:. 


Remedies agdinft 


from heaven, now fit it was its. conclu 
ſhould ſomewhat reſemble the ſolemnity 
of its beginning, Beſides, theſe UEns ſerved 
as merciful warnings to wks. ob followers to 
| Mat. 24.16. haſten cheir » eſcape from that houſe (that 
_ City) which was ready to fall upon them, 
, and. involve them in its ruines : and which 
therefore they made ſuch a prudent uſe of 
. that-at Titws's. beſieging of the City there 


| mondAnno*. they ſerved gradually to wean the hearts of 
" 4.3.4, _ his Diſciples from Fersſalens (once the light 
bs of their cies) of whoſe determined deſoja- 


lation 
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ful fights at Mount $inaz, and great igns 
d10n 


| Vid. D.Ham- was not ®* one Chriſtian eft un it; Moreover, 


v.27} 3. 
ruſalewband the Jewiſh Polity : and there- | tio 
fore why may.not ſome ſigns be now expe- | ox) 
&ed, and ſuch fights ſo acknowledged w Bl 
ever happening? I anſwer : Although, e- || co 
nough hich been already ſaid concerning: || th 
thoſe ſigns and fights, . yet becauſe where || th 
mens ears. are: obſtructed ' with a great p 
prejudice, that man muſt peak once yea twice || d' 
that expe&s -to be heard, to this for- || { 
ked ObjeRion1 return theſe five conſidera- } p 
tions, | t 

I, The peculiar circumſtances of thoſe }| © 
times ſeemed to require ſome ſuch ſigns, For || t 
the Jews required ſigns from heaven, and || « 
God would not be wanting to any probable |} « 
means and motives of their repentance; and || 1 
the Jewiſh Oeconomy commenced in fear-: } 1 
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"Prodigies Signal, 
tion the many Tens our Savior. fotetgld, 
eavethem ſuch full and repeated aſſurances, 
But the chief reaſon of theſe ſigns was” (1 
conceive) our Saviours purpoſe to fatisfle 
that demand of his Diſciples, what ſhall be 
the ſign when all theſe things ſhall come to 
sf? which demand proceeded upon the 
uſage of the Prophets , when foretelling 
ſome matter which it did much import the? 


people to believe , preſently, to confirm any 


that particular prophecy by ſome ſign, ro 2 Kings 20.8, 


Exck.12,10. 


come to paſs'in a lefler compaſs of time 
then their principal prediftion : Accordingly 
our Saviout gave them the ſigns and ſeals 
of his preſent prophecy ; which ſigns when 
they ſaw come to pals, they might reſt afſu- 
xed that his principal prophecy was certainly 
and ſuddenly to be accompliſhed, And pro- 
digies ſeemed very proper figns(as was noted 
betore) of this foretold deſolation , becauſe 
of that Opinion which men in that Age 
had of ſuch Errors of Nature, 

2, The Calamities foretold by oe ſens 
were great, without example, Foſephmus calls 


g 


them mt I TH OMP awy ati, . miſeries c Mar.4.24, - | 
Theſe '{figns came Dan.z4.r, | 


worthy of ſome ſigns. 
nat 24 h Re Fitatds of ſome petty 
war, or to precede the fynerals of ſome greap 
Perſonage, bur (as it is called) 4 great tri- 
bulation, ſuch as was not ſince the world be- 
g4n,ner ever ſhall be. 
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b See Jer.44. 


A 


436 


Remedies againſt Er; 
E xemplogue carens,f pull; cognitus 4v0 | 
Luftus erat, bs. 
Now Divine Providence, having thus pre. 
ferred Prodigies as the prefages of fo won- 
derful a Jelblarion ; ſeems to affure that 
they are not to. be expeRted nor expotn- 
ded the real prophecies of any common þuz- 
as. | | | 

3. Thedeſtrufbion of Jeruſalem was 4? 

and pitture of the final deſtruction of -the 
World, Now fit it was that the fear{ul al- 
terations in the frame of Nature attendant 
on the latter, ſhould be a littte ſhadowed 
out in the fearful ſights and prodigies-which 
uſhered the former, Beſides; the conſter- 
nations of ſoul and faylings of heart which 
theſe foregoing figns wrought in ſome 
men, before the decree brake forth , -made 
the deftruftion of eaſt (in all the cir- 
cumftances thereot ) the more lively type 
not only of the terrors of the laſt judgment, 
bur of thoſe horrors and finking of ſpirit 
in bad men which no queſtion ſhall go be- 
fore it, | 
4, Theſe Predigies were expreſsly fore- 


told, and particularly appointed by God as his 


feens tothat Age, Our Saviour foretold that 
frange fights and great figns from heaven 
would be the fore-runners of that defolation 
which he had prophecied of, And *tis the 

b cOl- 
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x] 6:2 | Prodigies Signal, 


gates of the Temple (ſome time before its 


' Phets uſed to ſignify, And Munſter upon Hab. 2.17. 


conjecture of ſome learned Jewiſh and Chri- 
ſtian Expoſicors, that the opening of the 


ruines) of their own accord, though of ſuch 

maſſive braſs, that they could not be ſhur 

or opened (if we credit Foſephus) without 

the twiſted ſtrength of twenty men, and 

though ſecured with great bars of iron, wag 

the accompliſhment of the prophecy of Ze- 

chariah, chap. 11, 1, Open thy doors, O 

Lebanon, that the fire may Aevour thy Ce- 

days :' Where by Lebazon they underſtand 

the Temple built eſpecially of the Cedars 

there growing, as it is elſewhere in the Pro- 1 puk. 17:3, 
the place tells us that one of the Jewith &1,; pe. 
Dodtors upon the occaſion of this Sponta- in ſtead eſLe- 
neous opening of its doors., thus rebukes an 
the Temple: Ego cognoſco imminere thi the bouſe of 
deſolationem , juxta Vaticiniun Zachariz , ** Sanffuary, * 
qui dixit, Aperi Libane portas tuas, Which 
conjeure upon the foregoing part of the 
verſe, if it could be thought valuable, would 
encourage us to fix the accompliſhment of 
the latter part thereof ['7hat the fire may de+ 4 
vowut thy Cedars Jin that other Prodigy men- <Exparſe ſub- » 
tioned in © Tacits together with this , the 1,9,1970% 4*itr- 
ſtrange flaſhings of fire inta the Temple from ſubito nubium | 


the clouds, But to leave theſe conjectures igne viſum 
to ſhift as they can , certain 1t 1s ſome Pro- — 
digies were of —_ appointment 3 but Tai Hig.ly 


what 


/ 


f.Job 24- 1, 
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' Remedies againſt 
what patent can be ſhewn from the Book 
of God, whereby any much leſs all the fore- 
mentioned Prodigies, hold the place and hoe 
nor of Divine figas now © Beſtdes,our Blef- 
ſed Saviour's extraordinary prediction of 


| thoſe Prodigies as his ſigns to that Genera» 


tion, ſeems rather to afure them not inten- 
ded the common fore-runners of any great 
plagues and wars, and that no good crifis 
can be ordinarily made of the future conditi- 


on of a State by a regard -to any ſuch, in | 


themſelves doubtfull , indications : - -For 


what need of his predictions of ſuch ſigns , 


if they were to fall out by a kind of com- 
mon rule and law of Providence? and haw 
unneceſlary- had it been to appoint ſuch ac- 
cidents for ſigns of evil , which are ſuppo- 
ſed_to draw after them a Serzes of evils with 
ſo great a conſtancy, that they ſeem (with- 
our a prophet) to appoint themſelves the 
ſigns of the times 2 

"But (2) Ir is further Qbjeted in the 
words of f Fob: Why ſeeing times are not 
hidden from the Almighty, do they that 
know him not ſee his = ? that is, why 
at leaſt do not wiſe and-200d men ( ſtiled in 
Scripture the perſans which know God ) ee 
the: times of great mercies or judgments 
(uſually call'd God's daies, as was noted 
before) when as yet at diſtance and ap- 
prgaching £ | 2 0 
Ln b& al- 
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. of our Pilot 


Prodjgies Signal, 

+ T anſwer ;* Even'good-mew({ſike grein # 
miſt) though they can ſee' their way, yes 
cannot ſee far betore them, for very 'g00d 
Reaſons : vis, * Thar fo the knowleds of 
the good or evil of the time to conie may 


nor diſturb the duty of the [time preſenr- 

* That not knowing in what ' time of maner 
our Maſter will come unto us, we might be 
alway upon our watch : * That we mighr 
honor God with an heroical Faith, following 
of him, like Abraham, not knowing whither 
wego, It is a ſign we have great Opinions 
's Skill and integrity, when we 
can fleep ſecurely, not knowing particularly 
what courſe he ſteers : * Thar God might 
teach us to walk by the Rules of his Word 
and the Maxims of Prudence, and not the 
iſſue of things. * Beſides, the knowledg of 
Gad's Counſels is the Prerogative-onely'of 
our Savior ; He onely is the row Numberer 
of- Secrets (as the word ſ1gnifies Day, 8.13;) 
It is honor great -enough for us to be the 
Children of the Bride-chamber to the King 
of Heaven, He onely muſt be the Compa- 
nion of- his Counſels, Finally, This know- 
ledg 15 a curious and at knowledg ; 
ſeryes not our real benefit atall, and God 
(as Fives notes) hath ſo appointed, mr' ad 
minime neceſſaria_ minimum lucis accipe* 
remws, Scripture acquaints: us not with the 
figures of aur Savior's perſon, nor the m__ 

| | 0 


- 


"Andes chuiet- 6.x 2,1] 6 
of his life before-his publick! Miniſtry, nor 
the methods'of the Divine Decrees, nor | d 
the orders of the Angelical Hierarchy : and a 
multirudes of Queſtions referring to the.fu. | t 
cureſtate, it: remits to the Solution of our | t 
Great Elias at his ſecond Coming, So uns | 

| 


neceflary did our Savior feem to judg this 
knowlede, that his Prophecies, if all pur 
together, would not mu exceed the Wil. 
tings of the- leaſt of the Minor Prophets, 
though himſelf the Great: Prophet of his 
Church, God will recommend to us the 
lainneſs of his Precepts which we auf 
w, by the obſcurity of his Providences 
which we need not. - 
From all this ir « that Times and 
Seaſons are eſpecially reſerved in God's 
Power and Counſel, and that it is our wiſ- 
dom to ſtudy rather how we may redeem the 
yone titme,then underſtand the future, As 
or that threed-bare Argument therefore, 
Signs of future Times, 1 ck heartily wiſh 
it might be worn no longer in Writings and 
Sermons, becauſe (like a bladder) it is full of 
nothing bur air and vanity ; and preſent 
FId9.Ger- things thew. of color, and are valued but \ 
þs Serm. de 8according to the light men ſtand in, and \ 
igni ruin. this ſhall be a fign of Metcy to one, which 
| EccleſÞ- toanother ſhall be a ſign of a Judgment : 
and becauſe the men whom theſe pretended 
Signsare intended to deter from any way 


 rr——_— 


7 


of Sin, ſtart 4t them poſſibly ar firft (as birds 
doar the; images of a man'in the fields) but 
afterward {it _ on. them and negleQ 
them, perceiving nate of ro that 
they are devoid of f (life and motion) warh 
and certainty : and fo theſe: falſe fearsinRe- 
ligion may chance to diſcredit the! true, as 
the adventitios heat in bodies oft-rnaes 
ſupplants/ and betrays the: met#rel, More- 
over, al} fuch Signs of Times do bur ten- 
der the ſhore and narrow thoughrs-6f 2 
Man' as the” Standard of God's, and: to 
make men:think the choughts of occafiotis 
which are/in their mind are but che'coun- 
ter-part of thoſe which are in his.; and they 
tend .to detain people always in a gazing 
and —_— poſture, fo 'that they com- 

poſe not to the work and daty of 'the day. 
And befides, may encourage rath and ſedir- 
ous purpoſes in t em ; andtherefore rnage 
the Wiſdom of the State may in tine 
reaſon to interdidt the ſuperſtitious publica- 
tion of Prodigies, under as ſevere a proven 
as it hath old Prophecies , all being but ehe 
ienes fatui- leading to the bogs of Sedition, 
by amuzing men with a falſe light, the pre- 
tended knowledg of the ſigns pond ſtare of 
future Times, 

The more hath been faid againſt this 


common Do&trine of Signs, becauſe I know 


how exzreamly ſome weaker heads have 
been 
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been intoxicated with it : the Signs of the 
Fall of Antichriſt, of the Perſonal Reign, 
of the: Saints ruling the Earth, of where 
God will be next, are the things that dwell 
_=_ their thoughts and lips : and as it is 
the'vanity of ſome men that the ſtudies of 
times long paſt do ſowholy ingroſs them and 
mitt their admiratipns, that they will 
ſcarce*look upon a Book, reverence a Per- 
ſon, value a Notion, underſtand an Opinion, 
confider the geniws, uſe the phraſes, which 
the'Time preſent affords ; ſo others are as 
much taken up with the Times to come, 
and live altogether upon reverſion : what a 
guſt have they for a Prophecy,and for ſome 
piritual perſon that pretends to have got- 
ten the underſtanding of the Revelation up- 
on his knees ! In the mean while opportu- 
nities for Wiſdom fly away from them, their 
thoughts are taken up with fine Nothings, 
and a plain Diſcourſe about Charity and 
Juſtice hath no reliſh to their palats uſed to 
ſuch luſcious food, and the men are always 
in doubt whether it be yet a good hour ta 
begin to fear God and honor their Prince 
Ne 
P? 6 
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CHAP. VI. 


prejudices againſt the precedent Dj {courſe 
_ removed, WF LO 


1 Prejudice. Thar it takes off the force of that Argument 
to Piery the People are moſt capable of, Anſwered in'three 
particulars. The great evil of pious frauds noted in feverdl, 
inſtances. An account from Reaſon of the ſudden Refor- 


mation of men from Gentiliſm and Popery. Prodigies 


noted more prejudicial to the ends of Religion then ſer- 
viceable. The common cuflom of training-up the . Peop 
z0 Religion by childiſh ways: The great cvil- thereo 


noted. No man to be cheated into Truth or Firtue.: 


2 Prejud. That the Diſcourſe encourageth praftical : A= 
theiſm, anſwered. Superſtition and "Atheiſm nearly re- 
lated. What there ic in thit common Opinion of Prodigies 
commendable, and zo be ſtill admitted. ” 91149" 


Aving tendred thoſe Reaſons, fatiſ- 
fied thoſe ObjeQions, adviſed thoſe 
emedies , which I conceived of. greateſt 
conſideration in the preſent, Argument, ra- 
ther to take a further occaſion of ſerving 
Truth then Opinion, I ſhall. endeavor the 
Vindication of the precedent Undertaking 
from a double :Charge which I perceive 
drawn up againſt it : | 


I, It ſtands challenged. as an attempt 


greatly prejudicial to the juſt Intereſt of Re- 
g10n and good life, 

2, That (as a neceſſary conſequent here- 
of) it gives a great confidence to ' A- 
theiſm,  - 

Firſt, 
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 FPrejud. 1. 


Firſt, Tt is urged againſt it, thar admir 
the truth on-my ſide, yer-the declari 
thereof thus on the houſe "os is a great diſ- 
ſervice to Religion , becauſe it takes off rhe 
edg of that argument to virtue and repent- 
ance. which the heavy multitude -are the 
molt capable. hearers of, Let the fears of a 
Comet or a' Monſter be as vain as they are 
pretended,and admir theſe Signs (like Idols) 
to have no more of Divine in'them rhen 
Opinion gives them, yet while che imagi- 
narions\of men-concerning them are ſtrong 
arid ſerious, and they receive them'as the 
Monitors of ſome vengeance, they may in 
virtue of that- Opinion hugely influence 
good life, The greateſt part of Men {what 
15 faid of ſome Inſes) carry their braias-h 
cheir eyes, and cart entertain no fear towards 
God; but what their ſenſes rutor them into, 
Atguments atehings roo fine and abſtrat 
ro touch upon thett coarſer Souls, Children 
ih tinderſtanding-muſt be frighted from rhe 
pit by fancaftick tears, 
© Tdoubt not ro rub off we euilt of con 
ſpecious Obje&ion, by oppoſing to it theſe 
chres Confiderations : a, 


' 1, Religion hath no need of rr fonts fine- 
neſs to procure its reception in the minds of 
ze, Chriſtian Religion is a ſoil produtve 


efiough of all the fuits of righteonſnef# by 


its own native heat and ſtrength , fo thar 
ah ro 


Prijudbres «vainf8 the Cav 6! 


6) Cav,6, Diſcaurſe removed; 


tothrow upon it the dung of .any Relations 
of dreadful Prodigies, Legends of Appari: 
tions and Cattles in the Air, is not roaffiſt 
it; but diſparage it, Let us call men ro aſe. 
rious attendance to thoſe. mighty Argu« 
ments to Piety:wrapt up'in the Lite, Mi- 
racles, Death and ReſurreQion of our Lord, 
the rewards of Virtue bigger then rheit 
thoughts laid before their hopes in Serip- 
ture, the certainty and fſeyerity of Judg+ 
ment, the follies wrapt' up in'ever 
choice, the great correſpondence of all the 
Duties incumbent on us, to all our Notions 
of fit and juſt , and we ſhall find theſe con- 
ſecrared weapons of infinite- more force a- 
gainft the powers of the dark Kingdom, 
then the ſtories —_ = blofſom'd 
ont of ſeaſon, t _— / a Spirit, a 
ſcuffle among Crows, and bloodyicu: 
ures of a Pond, which ſome laugh at, and 
others entertain with ſome confuſed or ſlight 
fears, as conceiving they declare the death 
of Kings ot Nobles, or the execution of that 
party of Men which ſtand branded already 
in their thoughts with the tirle of the Wic- 
ked and Ungodly, And therefore let us 
perſwade our ſelves it is ro be wiſe and pi- 
ous both at once to caſt about. for no othet 
inſtruments to advance Religion then theſe 
God hath already ſupplied it with ; and not 
to think his intereſt mighe be managed with 
greater 
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Prejudices ageinſt the 
greater alvancage, if he would be adviſed b 
1s, and not tr it ſoly with thoſe EY 
fihg;means.of : his. own appointment, :Bur jr 


hath been the ſin and folly.of-moſt Ages tg [| 


think. the cords whereby God would dray 
ineh to himſelf had not: ſtrength enough for 
their! end, | and theretore would be always 
ting their own Fancies and: Invention 
about them's, and have thoughit ie fireer +, 
teach the! Fear of. the: Lord. by the Dodtrangs 
bf \Men, thenthe ſacred -Principles of Reli- 
gin, Buc. how :well- thoſe lictle arts have 


F 
. 
- 


ſucceeded; will appear from our next Conſt: 


deration; . ll !'- P12: 3 30; wi 

-', 2: All pious frauds have ever concluded 
at laſt in Superſtition or Atheiſm, or the Twine 
of :thas Canſe' and Party that uſed them, or in 
all theſe, "When ever men have come with 
their zew pieces: (new fetches and (ubtilties) 


| to fi}-up ſome ſuppoſed :rext in the old gar-'| 


ment\of Religion, the rent hath perpetually 
been'made morſe, Were it;pertinent, it were 
eafie to.juſtifie this truth-with: a cloud of 
mniſtances : 'one-of two, -of many,” that will 
beſt'fuir my poten Argument I ſhall take 
notice'of, The ancient Heathens, in fear leſt 
the traditional gotices they, had of the migh- 
ty 'Works,of-Goid in the Ages before them, 
and'thofe nativeſeeds of Virtue ſown in the 


hearts of men by the hand of Nature, would | 


nor, if they did” mw F 959 qgawpydr amp 
$5 (in 
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of. 

F" nds towards God, and in-good meaſure ſe- 

or | cure his. honor and acknowledgment in 

1s the World; they caſt about for Bugines of 

s{] greater force and power to move the heavy 

le | mulcitude withal, They thought there was 

7 | not Majeſty enough in the face of God, if 

- | duly repreſenced, to aw Men into 2 fear and 

e | reverence of Him, and therefore they put 4 4 

- | vizard upon his face, reported him A mepy 


Cav 6, 


- ancient Profeſſors of Divinity uſed MULE 


' Gods, horrors, and threats by words or ſome 
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Diſcourſe removed. 


(in the langua e ae Eu ſebins ) well hushand 


and cultivate thoſe rar. of God by good pre« 
cepts and education, grow (with the Bleſ[- 
of Heaven) into a competent harveſt of 


C Baxter, a four, ' hurtful , touchy Being, 

and ſer him forth incompals'd with Thun-. 
derbolts, Tridents , Dragons, Firtbands, Fu- 

res, and 'whateveris apt ro make ſad and 

ſolemn thoughts in a fo and vulgar imagi- 

nation, - Thus 8 Strabo tells us , that theirs, Sabo 
fv C'igpammydy mw 29cm, triad and regulate 

the rude multitude by. relating XgNeu7s Vx | 
wredy © PoGus Kg } anmdAas 1 37 Aoywy 1 WY Ty- < ; 


Ty He LTWY mvev,: the vengeance with the 


inviſible types of terror : Now the Reaſon® © Os 28h 
hegives of this uſage is much of color with, pans 
that of: our Adyerſaries (10 Logick allows%c 2ode 

me to call difſenting Friends) ® For it &(GichY ibs — 


\ #- 


«NZ Ji) de JunJuporia;* Tyr d\' wh ay is ho X; Thgx|0ieg. 
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Prejudices areinſt the Cavs, 
he) & matter impoſſible to draw and call over 


. 


atroud of Women, and the mixt populacy, to 
Religion,Pitty, and 4 yu belief by a Phils- 
fophical Diſcourſe ; but this muſt be hy 
by Superſftttion : 4 Principle not to be laid 
withaut the relating of Fables and Prodigies, 
But what was the 1ſJue of all this jugling in 
Religion © In ſome, Superſtition, a dry in- 
{ipid and heartleſs devotion toward God, 
expreſt in an pps of Februations and 
empty forms: in others, Atheiſm, and a 
tacit ſcorn of all Religion , as appears from 
i Aizis 9 9% what Strabo further adds: i AU the Thun- 
—_ yr? derbolts, Tridents, Firebrands, Serpents, and 
the other Artillery which the eafie multitude 


30 ves 3} Wu p= F/ 
eixoſy% TW (uppoſe in the hands of the Gods, are meer 


— "on? Legends, and ſo is all the ancient Divinity : 
x teckmlls but made uſe of as vizards and bug-bears 
appt. Iegs TYs mmmopepvas, to fright fools and chil- 
dren with into Government and Religion, 
If then Strabo,and other men as ſharp-ſight- 
ed as he, could ſee through the Religion of 
_ their Times, and had not another of a more 
| folid compoſure to fix upon, what did they 
but caſt out the Devil of Superſtition by 
the worſe Devil of Atheiſm * 
Thus Superſtition and Atheiſm were the 
immediate conſequents of theſe religious 
| Sophiſms, bur the final was the total over- 
throw of the Gentile Worlhip: tor the cheats 
which were uſed to aw the-people with, 


wac 
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Cap,6.. Diſcourſe removed, 
were-of {0 coarſe a threed, that a little light 
was ſufficient for the diſcoygry ; whereup- 
on they were {o ſuddenly and yniyer- 
Glly thrown off. by them. with an -infigite 
impatience, mauger all the pawers.of States 
and ſubrilties of- Philoſophers to the. cop- 
trary, For though I doybt.. ngc- but- the = 
mighty prevalence of Chiyjſhaniry., ,upon 
the firſt publication thereof in. the World 
was owing to the Power. of Go1 which did 
afiſt it, yer I chink chis, partial account 
thereof may be given to Reaſon, vis, The 


| forgeries with which men had bernJong. a: 
WL 


buſed, were too groſsto bear the light 
came among them, and therefore were for- 
ken with the higheſt ayertions by the 
people, who becauſe they. truit ſo much, 
ve the greateſt abharrence of a. cheat 
when once it is detected, One of the Anci- 
ents therefore ſpeaking of thoſe dreadful 
Images and ſtories of the Gods, with which 
ſubtil perſons endeavared to fright thole 20 
the Religion (then in faſhion) they-deſpair- 


ed to per{wade, thus deliyers himſelf ; k Hgc k yut. Fleml 
omnia cum eſſent male compoſita, terrort pri- þ, 7 


mym fuere mortalibus z dehinc con{umpta 
novitate, quaſi ex longa egritudine convaile- 
ſcemtibus homiyibus, natus eſt quidam ex ad- 
mir atione contemptus, Sis pun 1m quod ſt 
pebat animus auſus eſt diligenter inquirere, 
& ſtatim in arcane fitarum & Vanarum 

Z 2 Super- 
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Super ponans Pegax miſit ingenium, Tunc 
ex afsiduis trattptibus, latentium ratione col- 
leftn, pervenit ad 'cauſas : ut profanarum re- 
ligibnm 'miſeranda commenta, humanum ge- 
#ns primium difreret, deinde contemneret, ter- 
tro rtcaſartt, "And that ſudden and almoſt 
peneral conſent ' of people in the laſt Age 

& the breaking forth of many waters) to 
bear own Popery before them,is very much 
falvable by fome ſuch rational conſideration 
as this; They had been long impoſed upon 
by cheats almof®&groſs enough to be felt, the 
ſweating 'and mouving of Images , ſpurious 
Reliques, impudent Legends of Miracles and 
Apparitions of Saints, empty and idle Shews 
and Forms, the coarſe Dottrines of Indul- 
gences and Tranſubſtantiation, and the like 
and'men quickly hated this blear-ey'd Reli- 
gion, when 2 little light came among them, 
which they hugged in the night of their ig- 
norance, For 1t cannot reaſonably be pre- 
ſumed, that the hundred part of the men 
that turned from Gernti/iſm or Popery, did it 
npon principles of underſtanding, and a fin- 
cere love of truth, And theretore I think 
the fall of the” Papal Intereſt may with 
greater certainty be foreſeen, in the continu- 
ance of theſe heavieſt of impoſtures, then 
in all che unanſwerable Arguments of the 


Learned uſed againſt them (which are-ſel- 
dom'underſtood againſt Edpcation and In- 


tereſt) 


SO  Prejullices againſt the Cav,6, 
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Cav,6, Difcour ſe xempued, . 
tereſt,) for all cheir Puppet- Play muſt needs 
e 


become ridiculous,and the men that ſhew. ic, 
as ſoon as ſome publick Intereſt may adyiſe 
to let the curtain be drawn-afide,. the waz/ 
taken from before the peoples-eyes, 
To return: The Dodtrine'ot Prodigies is 
(if 'not in the intention of the -Aﬀertors 


thereof, yet) in.ic (elf, a pions fraud ;. for, 


they have been thought, a;kind, of blunter 
wedges provided by divine Wiſdom to work 
upon thoſe knotty tempers, upon which 
thoſe inſtruments of a finer, &dg, Arguments 
and Moral Diſcourſes, can do no 90d. Bur 
what an evil influence they. had upon the 
principles and pracices of the Heathens of 
old, hath, beenalready obſerved,. And what 
do they tend. to among our ſelves, but to 
make men begin to think the beard of .a 
Comet, or the rail of a Meteor, to ſpeak 


341. 


2 Thel 2. 8,9, 


IO, 


as fally, the evil of {in as Scripture, and all. 


thoſe mouths which the ſpear ,and! nails 
made in our Saviar's body-e 'and to tempt 
men, having been often abuſed by the. falſe 
fears they give them, to out-face and defie 
the true, and-ſo to grow (like Iron often 
heated and quench'd) churlith and unmalle- 
able by the hammer of the Divine threat» 
nings © Beſides, theſe cryptick Signs give 
men to think that God gives them warning, 
bur that he is very loath they ſhauld take its 
that 'He gives them an Interprexer of his 
Z 3 Coun: 


ai 
34% 


Cotnſels/bief5 obſcure, ut inferpres (peat 


interprete (43 EVFF# "Ih Tully faid of the' O- 


ratle of Apollb 4)" that He is willing to ſpeak 


. £O'thetn by his'Sipris, bur very ſy of being 


1.14% 


underſtood; and that He is fo ſevere as to 
be always levellitig-his arrows at them, but 
2t the fame'time {0 kind as ro bid men be- 
wate of him, and ſtand owt of his way ; 
whith are che-(iHieſt ſort of blaſphemies 
that'we can diſhonor infinite Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom by, oo | 

21 men be ſuch children in underſfayad- 
ing as it is pretended, the greater reaſon #0 
inſtruft them in'the ſolid foundations of ' Rt4 
ligion , that ſo they may" Gut-grow theit 
childiſh ſtate, and be Chriftians-nor 'upon 
Ethnick bur Scriprure-printiples,”' To fy 
the People atenot'capable of Reaſons; and 
therefore maſt-be' governed by Fallacies,' is 
ro make one thiſtry an apology for another" 
Fhis hath been the grear' Etror of moſt 
Times, that becauſe men ſiw'the people t6 
beweak-and eafte, therefore they choſe to 
inftra& rhe» ro Piety by Pictures, Rites, 
fancaſtical” Fears, 'Legends)'patherical Ota- 
tions, odions or: faſhionable phraſes, tones 
and geſtures ; all which made them' worſe 
fools then they found them, giving; them 
jurions Zeals, nneovernable Spirits, fAlatu- 
lntReligions, talkative rempets, giddy and 
anſerled heads, The World can never out- 


" So 


Prefudites ardinſt rhe Cs 6; | 


oQ Ty 
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ol | Car,6, Diſcourſe removed, 
grow the dwatfiſh fiarure of its more childiſh 


years -in point" of!" Knowledg, - while the 
Learned are:taught nothing but Faith, and 
the People nothing but Aﬀection, The re} 
principles of \Religion are tational, and-offer 
themſelves (like che beans of Heaven): to 
theweakeſt Eye'that is but alittle open: to 
view: them , and. where theſe dwell they 
produce an underſtanding, an abiding and ag 
equal piety ; they do not {like a Prodigy) 
fright /aman, bur reform him : and beſides 
are the rtuths of - God, and-\ſo, the onely 
nacural inſtruments: ro build: uþ Goodneſs 
with : whereas. Prodigies are. lies, oft» -in 
themſelves; abvays in their ſuppoſec ends; 
and it isignoble ro pur a fallacy ypon any 
man, and to cheat hum, though it be 4nto 
Truth'or Virtue, 13919206! 83d 

But-(ſecondly,)'T his Undertaking ſtands 
impleaded as'the encouragement of ptadti+ 


cal Acheiſm, Bad men may fleep on now, 


and take their reſt4 for they are ſo uſed t9 
the noiſe of che-divine T hreattiings that 
they cxxet awaken them, and they are/told 
that Prodigies: weft not, And; belades, {the 


detection of theſe talſe fears.in Religion/ma 


Y 
bflibly give them'a ſuſpicion -of. the: ttus 
96G. rey aaris Al eclgions fears: held 
more of the ſofryeſs.of the perſon, then the 
value of 'the: occation; And/theratote the 


| intereſpof pierythad hve mooh-condulted, 


6 4 


2 Prejud. 


- 0 


LA@ 17.22, 


Porjadies ZrainÞ th the Car,® 
if the truch concended for had been-Rtill res 
ſerved a3'4 Cabal 'amongſt-men ſecured; by 
true -vittue and wiſdom from: 1am evil. ule 
thereof; : 2. 

I anſver'; : If Su erftifionaauſt ds 
moved: for fear Atheiſmtakeits:placeycer- 
tainly chat: ſpeech of: the Apoſtle, ATE amen 
af Athens;: P perceive: tnat in all-things:ye 
are tos: ſuperſtitious, had azeal therein, bur 
not according ito. knowledg's and: the.-firſt 
Preachers of rhe Goſpetamongft the ſuper- 
ſtitious Gentiles i acted  extreamly . againſt 
Reſon oft: Divine Statey:becauſe tempring 


them 'to. 'Artheiſm while 5 calling them off 


from the follies and: fearsi.ob:: Superſtition, 
Beſides , Superſtition -:( what! ever:- ſoft 
thoughts men conceive :thereof)-.is tt: (elf 
but a more ſpecious and diſguized/Atheiſtn', 
for it diſhonors the Gol. it worthipspttires 
him it croucherhto, cloaths Him witſuch 
paſſhons as itwere a finto tmitate,'and.hath 
reverence for nothing i-God. but 'ipower 
todo anillrurn z_ and:therefore-asgond: al: 
Moſt let the-one contimeas the othery 11+ 
But for my. part ] knownot : 


my Reader ſo tar: as to imagine that, heharh | 


fach aweak and ctiptedrpiety;; thag-n would 
fall co:the:,ground;|if:wineing/ the woven 
emeches of-Prodigies ta fupportit z or that 
ho will fear ther dangersiof-the pit ever the 

, begauſe-- gromn a man to; be 
frighted 


y Ca p,6, Diſcourſe removed. 
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frighted from it by: bugbears; or that rhe rer- 
rors of the 'Lorh, will appear to-him the leſs 
obliging motives of repentance becauſe not 
aſſiſted now with the fantaſtick fears of a 
Monſter or a fiery Meteor : or that his true 
fears of God will be ever the leſs, but tather 
the more, when he may come {0 intirg"and 
undiſturbed-.by. the. falſe ones to entertain 
the true, ; However , becauſe-even. weak 
jealoufies (where the intereſt of piety -ſeetns 
rouchr) |merit- a- regard, I ſeriouſly: profeſs 
that TI inrend not in all that hath been ſaid , 
to.encourage men to promiſe themſelves 
peace and impunity in a way that is not; good, 
or.to diſpatage the rational and well _—_ 
ed fears in Religion: and therefore aſlert that 
as the badgers skin died red might be: offe- 
red to God under the Law ,; while its body 
was unclean ,: ſo while the body of this: fu. 
perſtitious abſervation and Opinion, 15.00 


impure to be offeredasan inſtanceof our tear 


and- obſervance of Him, yet the Skin where- 
in-it;is-wrapt. [the faith of a Uivine Provi- 
denceand-Praſcience,the tacitacknowledg= 
ment of qur.'contmual' obnoxiouſneſs -to his 
d&(pleaſure;:-the fears of his judgments while 
ina conſe of fin} oughe ſtill to be dedicated 
ro:hyn:bur (o,as the colorand complexion be 
altered, andall theſe proceed from more {o- 
lid principles, and be found in conjunion 
wich amore filial temper then in the ancienc 
obſervers of Prodigies they were, CAP, 
; | O 


\ 


CHAP. VII 
Concerning Prodigies Penal, 


Avigg thus (in a method as much 
required to-the rules of Logick , as 
che'uncertain 'atid doubrful color and con- 
dition of the Subje& would allow) 'diſcour- 
ſed che firſt pare of my Argument, Prodj 
digies barely ſignal, that which the order 
propoſed lays next hefore us, is the confi- 
detation of Prodigits penal, By which 1 
underſtand prnarum monſtra, Fu rms of 
an vfſaal make atid more dreadful aſpect. 
Now theſe are either Perſonal , befalling 
fome particular members of the common bo- 
dy, who (to uſe the ſignificant languageof 


#2 Num: 16,24 _—_— have not died the common death 


of all men, nor bety viſited after the viſitai 
Hon of all men; 'or National, when the 
whole body of a Nation, -ot the greater part 
thereof, is ſmitten with a rod of an unuſual 
 -fize, Theſe alſo may'eaſily be conceived by 
men as'a kind of hand- out of the clouds -to 
. write Tekel upon perſonsor cauſes diſtaſtful 
to themſelves, and: therefore I ſhall (asT 
can)diredt ro a ſober notion concerning then 
both in the Enſuing Concluſtons, = *-- 


SECT, 


Cay,7, v1 


Tn 
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6.1, Concerning Proaigies Penal. 


SECT, I. 


Two poſutive concluſions to direct the inttr- 
pretation of Prodigies Pexal. 


A ſeeming inconſiſtency of expreſſions in $&red Ecaipenny 
in reference to Divine judgments : theſe an accidental 
occaſcon of miſtake in this Subjeff, Juagmems extraor- 
dinary no concluſive arguments of the Reraoingy ſ(mfil- 
nels of Perſons. Men prone to think them (0. . The Few- 
iſh notion in reference to them, what. Why ſo common- 
ly thought the evidences of a greas guilt, . Scriprure and 
Experience dlledged io corre that miſtake. The Origi- 

nal of Heroich poeſy. Why no certain yules here obſer- 
vet 1a the diſtribution of puniſhments. What affeftions 
great judgments upon our neighbors ate to be entertained 
with. Judgments extraordinary no ſigns of the fanfalnels 
of Cniſes Civil or Sacred,proved by fix tonſpderations. © A 
conjefture concerning the true occafion vf that Apoſtols : 
cal puniſhment, Delivering to Satan. "The irue ground of 
withe in this argument diſcovered, and teproved. 

\Criprure when -ſpeaking concerning” the - 

» Divine: jndgmentrs, ſeems: to deliver: 

M-DOR-T7H PIDe121T (as forhe of the 

Maſters ſay of thoſe verſes it the i 'Pyp+.n Prov. 26.4.5 

verbs J words that overthrow one. another": 

ſometimes blaming men for *not underſtan+-'s je.s. z. 


'din#'the meaning of chem , ſometimes for: 


verituring to ? incerpret thewſomietimes for Luk.: 3.2. 
a Curious-looking down into-thoſe © greats Rom. x1. 
depths and elſewhere for 4+ careleſs look- 573% 
ing off, It tells/us ifi/one phace;/t: God 351 Pls, 36. © 
known by the judgment which he executeth , 

in another, that * neither love or hatred # yt. gs, 


knows 


348 Concerning Prodigies Penal, \; 
known by all that is before us, Which di- 
verſity of expreſfions hath beenan acciden- 
tal occaſion of ſome contuſion of thoughts 
in reference to the Divine judgments : tor 4 
remedy whereof, the firſt Concluſion I pro- 
poſe is this, 

' Concluſ.z. * Judgments extraordinary are not with- 

out further evidence concluding argument; 

of the more then ordinary ſinfulneſs of Per- 
fag Men are generally prone to find 
their own vertues zz Fortune blanditits (to 


weigh their own merits at the deceitful' 


beam of outward bleflings - and ſucceſles) 
and their brothers faults iz Parcarum tabu- 
lis, the fad deſtinies and evils which fall 


dimenſions of his iniquities by the ſhadow 

of the ſufferings which were laid upon him, 

9 — preſumed- the former great becauſe the 
z-2um chars latter were ſo, * Shimei concluded David 
_ — gs to be a man of blood, becauſe evil was rai- 
—_ Juin- ſed up to him out of his own houſe, The 
rum docuit Y Barbarians that the Apoſtle was deeply 
ny" m_ indebted to the divine Juſtice, becauſe his 
quod ſervas hand was arreſted by the Viper, Thus the 
rorter; Orat 2 Orator vainly inferred that God had no great 
Odds, x6 VE. for his children of old the Jewiſh Na- 
exvve 24; 2- tion, becauſe he ſeverely corrected them fo 
_ puc 55. often, And as 2generally among the Hea- 
Oneiroc.c.8, hens of old, if a perſon was ſmitten by 
"9p Perſ. lightning, he was thought (like the ſacrifice 


con- 


w Job. 2.13. upon his lot, Fob's friends judged the | 


= 


1 0hs 
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Concerning Prodigies Penal, 
conſumed by a divine fire) more ſacred and: 
yenerable , ſo on the contrary, Chriſtians 
look at him as prophaned to the Opinion 
of men, and conceive his crimes as black 
25 his ſmitten body, and that God judged 
him good for nothing but to make an ex- 
ample of to the reſt of men, Thus alſo if 
the fire of God fall and conſume their Neigh- 
bors dwelling, if he break his neck by a fall 
from his horſe, if he fill not up the number 
of his daies nor be gathered to his grave in 
peace, many are apt to haſten to a raſh ſen- 
rence, and to write in his aſhes Forſaken 
if God, And it ſeems to have been the com- 
mon maxim of the Fews in our Saviours 
time, that there were no chaſtiſements' of 


_ |. love, but that all afflitions were the ex- 


preſſes of diſpleaſure, and the conſtant indi- 
cations” of ſome correſpondent, though hid- 
den, guilt in the ſuffering perſon, In con- 
hdence whereof the Diſciples demanded of 


349 


our Savior Þ who had ſinned, that man, of b Jo.g.2.z. 


mn was born blind ? and ſuppo- 
le 


chat thoſe perſons to whom the Tower of c Luk.r3: 4: 


Siloam became both monument and execut:- 
oner were Sinners above all that dwelt in Fe- 
r#ſalem. And perhaps therefore was Chriſts 
coming down trom the croſs,ſo often and'ſo 
d univerſally demanded by 'the Fews as the 
Sign of his being the Soy of God ; becauſe bf 
of this fond conceit, that a death - ſuch 

"me 


4 Mat. 27. 40; 
41.42. 43. 


| 
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perfonof that ſanQity*and/tavor with God, 
which his-Son muſt" ticeds-be' {appoſed to 
have? 'thaz whichalfo) maderhe- eroſs/ of 
Chriſt ſtchian offence' both to Jew: and 
Gentile for ſo many years,” Suitably to this 
e $i vel $)ini Jewiſh notion © Maimonides tells us, tht 
homo nanun northe leaſt tvil befals a man , but « an in- 
_ quod (ta- ſauce of Divine diſpleaſure, and that if be 
tim iccrum hurt but his hand with a thorn which he pre- 
anyway 7 ſently pulls out again, he is to regard it as « 
inflitum eſſe divine puniſhment ; and on the contrary, if 
— leaf good befal him, it is to be owned 
vo.P.3.17. 4 retribution and part of payment for his ſev- 
vice, And therefore perhaps is the Apo- 
ſHeb.r2.from ſtle, when writing to the f Hebrews {o large 


verſ.1,t013- to ſhew that the principle of their afflictions 


was love and the end was peace and righte- 
ouſneſs, Leaſt | their- common notion of 
chem {that their Original- was wrath and 


their end - only puniſhment] - ſhould make 


their- burdens more galling and uneaſy, 
Now the reaſon why Men under any hea- 
vy preſſures, have ſuftered almoſt as much 
from the hard thoughts of man, as the hand 
of God, and | been thought - as wicked. as 
miſerable, is, - becauſe we frame to our 
ſelves a peaſancly notion. of good andevil 
we areapt-to' over-!ate our bodies and E- 
ſtates, and then to eſtimate the favor-of 
God by the references and reipess his Pro- 
Vidences 


d. 


fhame-an[\pain: could? tiotpofiiblybefall;| vi 
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$.t. * Concerning Prodigies Penal, 
yidences bear towards them, Beſides, we 
conclude that all puniſhments extraordina- 
ry muſt be the undoubted reporters of a cor- 
reſpondent guile, becauſe the great Canon 
of Juſtice is this, that. all puniſhments be 
adjuſted ro the merits of the Perſon, 
Whereas Gods diſtributions - of rewards 
and puniſhments in this life are not direct- 
ed by any of our ſhort,and ſcanty maxims 


and notions, Scripture tells ws, there i one g Ecclel. g, 24 
Event to the righteous and to the wicked, to 


him that _ ceth and to him that ſaerifi- 
ceth not, And that h there are juſt men to 
whons it hapneth according to the works of the 
wicked, and there are wicked to whom it hap- 
peneth according to the morks of the righte- 
avs : and aſſures us God's ſervants priviled- 
ged from ſome fin, but from no puniſh- 
ment ; while a Foſiah may fall in a barrel, 
Uzzah be ſmitten for an error of love and 
zeal , anda daughter of Abraham be bound 
by Satan, a Fob delivered to the power of 
the Devil both in body and Eſtate, and fire 
came out of the bramble and devonred the 
Cedar, But had Scripture been wholy fi- 
lent in this Argument, the Hiſtory of times, 
nay the experience of a day would have 
ſhewn #s this knowledg , that this world is 
not intended the place of diſtintion be- 
eween the good and bad : they ſhew us rhe 
Ax laid as often to the green tree as mow 

T], 
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ay, and men ſurprized by ſome heay 
plague inthe midſt of pious as well as wc 
* Inter alia Phane purpoſes, - * Cominens relates of 


dicebat Rex (hay | at in di 
= "__ Charles the eighth of. France, that in dif. 


is courſe one day with his Queen and other 


deinzeys perſons of quality, among other things, He 

; wFyorr "ſaid that He hoped that he ſhould do nothing 
pronunciatis) hereafter whereby he ſhould offend God : and 
verbi;euefti- that immediately upon the uttering of thoſe 
£10 concidit, 
Iniſſs loquen- WOTdS he fell down, became Speechleſs, and 
di ſeu, died within few hours after in the place 
Nap, L _ wherehe fell ; - (as many other have done in 
p-659. an apoplectick fir,) | 
| This was it which gave occaſion to ſome 

men of old to reproach Divine Providence 

under the terms of Fate and blind Fortune, 

even the.non-obſervance of any ſteady laws 

which: directed the rewards and puniſhments 


which they ſaw before them , and oft filled 


the minds even. of wiſe men -with wild and - 


Eco.» impatient thoughts, i Surely oppreſſion of 
mY innocence by the hand of wicke of maketh 
a wiſe man mad ; it offered ſuch violence to 
his notions of fit and juſt, This was it 
which gave birth to Heroick Poſe : for 
when.che Souls of men had been long grie- 
ved-to. hear the groans of depreſſed yertue 
and the loud laughters of exalted folly, and 
co (ee. ſucceſles ſo ſeldom meaſured by the 
merits of rhe cauſe or perſon; they began to 
ſer up the pretty images of ſome more for- 
iyunate 


ws i. BS 2 2» 2 
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tunate Tſands' wherein Vertue reighied and 
therod was laid-enly on the back'iof Folly, 
and they eaſed rheir thoughts':by retiring 
ſometimes bur 'to-the contemplation ofthis 
gin unitormiry between merit and'ſuc- 
cets," | BURY 


God will have::things- carried thus in 4 


way quite counter-to our Maxims ant no- 
tions , "that ſo the world may have-a ſtand- 
NT _—_ co. confirm - the faith of ſome 
other day wherein- the cauſe bf -yertue ſhall 
havea- fairer hearing then now- it hath 3. or 
perhaps that theſe daron@', matters [carce 
accountable to-our reaſon {in providence) 
may'be the conſtant exerciſe of ouraith-and 
wiſdom, For lookas in ſome -Prodigtes ſignal, 
things/feem ſo delivered -to the -powers and 
forces of ſecondary Agents, that-the world 
appears'bur a kind 'of great Engine nioved 
ſolely by certain weights and ſprings within 
it (elf, and all effects reſolyable into bare 
and'1ingle Nature; fo in Prodigies- penal, 
Gods: Arrows ſeem ſo to fly by dark, and 
heavy plagues-to fall with (o little choice and 
diſtinction, that the world feems a great lot- 
tery , and time and chanceto-happen to all 
events and perſons, God intending this 
cryptick management of affairs, #s.a kind of 
Divine tentation, to-prove whether we be 
ſuch men in underſtanding as to ſtand by the 


doctrine of a Providence, while the neceſ- 
Aa oy 
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Concerning Prodigies Penal, \.1_ 
ſity and wiſdom thereofare rendred ſo much 
to diſpute by the grear appearances of Na- 
cureand Fortune z and whether we be quick 
ſighted enough ro diſcover that the 1zving 
creatures have the k hands of a man , thoug 
half hidden under the covert of their wings, 
that all cauſes and events are managed 


| by a hand of Wiſdom and reaſon , though 
the 


y may ſeem to fly at random, to our farſt 
and more unwary thoughts, | 
Excellent therefore the-advice of: S$alo- 
20x; who having 'told us that1 there is ajuſt 
man that periſheth in his righteouſneſs, 4nd a 
wicked man who prolongtth his life in hs wic- 
kedneſs, thus directs in the following words, 
Be not righteous'0ver-much, i.e Donot in 
thy fond thoughts acquit thy ſelf more righ- 
teous then 'the perſon upon whom thou 
ſeeſt ſuch:ajudgment fall ; neither make thy 


felf Ong ,'by arrogatmg an -under- 


fanding ſufficient to expound this riddle! of 
Providence, Gods dealing-out ſuch hard mea- 
ro ſuch a perſon : we are to mjudg nothing 
before the time. It it be but waegopugs avSey- 


1 1C2-10-13 7: (in the phraſe of the® Apoſtle) ſucha 


tryal as ſome man hathundergone, and any 
may, let us not by any cenforious ſpeeches 
poyſon ou#® brother's wonnds , which call 
tor the oyl of our comforcs and prayers. A 
perſon. may (like the oLeper under the Law) 
be ſmitten with a very black and dark plague 
an 
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and yetbe pronounc'd clean'before men; God 
often -puts that metral Into the hotteſt fire 
which he-intends ſhall bear his own image in 
moſt lively figures, When therefore we 
read of - Antioch (where. the Diſciples were 
- firſt called;Chriſtians) and the Churches of 
the Coloitans.and Laodicea (to which 'the 
Holy Ghoſt dire&eth particular letters by 
the hands/of $, Paul, and S, Fohn) their 
periſhing by an Earthquake, of God's for- 
ſaking the Levantine Charches, of the Seas 
ſudden breaking of its ſandy gudle,and oyer- 
whelming Cities or Countreys, of the maty 
thouſands which periſhed upon the ſecohd , 
terrible eruption of fire from'mount Fefrivgs © FG 
ws, Or the like judgments great enough for 
an Epocha: We ought not ro afflict their mi- 
ſeries, by charging a greater guilt upon their 
perſons and memories then on other'mttt; 
but rather (with the Apoſtle) Stand and be- 
hold the ſeverity of God upon them which 
fell, and adore his Goodnels to us who are 
not thus ſurpriſed in our wickedneſs, or vi- 
ſited with ſome ſtrange affliction which 
might make us infamous as well as-miſera- 
ble, and incourage uncharitable men 70 Plap y job.an.rg;" 
their hands at ws, and to hifs us out-of our 
places, 
Secondly, No _ extraprdindy judgments Concluſ.2. 
(in deſtitution of any other evidence) are to 
be received as concluſive arguments of the 
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Concerning Pridigies Penal, <1. 
ſenfulneſs of cauſes, civil or ſacred, Do- 
arines and cauſes change color and appear- 
ance in 'the eye of the multitude , accor- 
ding as-heaven ſhines more or Jeſs upon them 
by ſucceſſes. Our 94 hiſtories make menti- 
on of a very hot conteſt abour the marriage 
of Prieſts, whether were more < cope 
with God, they which vowed lingle life , 
or they which were married, At Jaft the 
Contenders agree to remit the controverſy 
to the debate of a Synod, where they which 
aſſerted the marriage ofPrieſts, placed them- 
ſelves-on one fide of the room, -and they 
which appeared againſt it, on the other : and 
fo it happened: that” the fide of the houſe; 
whereon the defendants of the marriage of 
Clergy-men far, fell down, and many of 
them' were hurt, and many loſt their hives, 
Which accident was conſtrued Gods deter- 
mination in the diſpute, and received as a 
fign that he was better pleaſed with thoſe 
which vowed fingle life : and the arguments 
of their adverſaries were hereby, long after 
knock'd at head, as well as ; emtives. 
* Baronius (to infer the piety of that pat- 


tixca an. 740 MEnt )* takes notice that the "Church of 


England was overſpread with: ſchiſms and 
hereftes, ſimul ac denarium Petri ſolvere de- 
feerunt, :as ſoon as ever the people left off 
zo pay Peter-pence, And thus the Armies 
lately on foot amongſt us, uſed to m_ 

rac 


6.1, . Concerning Prodigues Penal, 
the ſignal Vitteries (as they loved toſpeak) 
in their vindication, and To: tell the world 
that God had given 'judgment againſt the 
adverſe cauſe when they fandianads appeal'to 
him in the high places of the :field : and: fo 
(in effeR) told us that 7uſt and unjuſt were 
but more handſom terms- for proſperous and 
unſucceſsful , and that Treaſon (like bells) 
when once at full height, ceaſeth to make 
any noiſe in the ears of Juſtice, And of lare, 
if any diſtemper incident to humanity, have 
betallen perſons in attendance on the publick 
Service , it ' hath been rathly urged -as'a 
caveat from heaven againſt the very prayers, 
And thus (in common litey where men are 
at 'variance,and ſee the rod of God lying upon 
the back of their adverſaries; they are ready 
to-ſay , God- hath eſpouſed: their cauſe and 
avenged their quarrel ;, and fo, to kill their 
brother with Gods ſword',..and make:him a 
uy in all their perry quarrels and animo- 
cles. Rar! 
Againſt all ſuch unclean proofs, which 
(like the Crab) go backward, trom events 
to rules, I offer theſe confideratians; .-;'.i:- 
\ I, God often blaſts the cauſe of truth and 
goddneſs by adverſe Providences, For: as 
God in'his mord, hath recorded ſome at&hions 
of very eminent perſons ['as the equivocating 
of Abraham with Abimelech, Rachel herde- 
feating of Zabax with a falſhood, the inceſt 
Aa 3 0 
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of. Zot- with his; daughters; ;tome actions of 
Samſon,8&c,Jnot hoted dike the Jewiſh Se. 
pulchers). with any-viſible; fign, of- reproof 
ee Sg _— men might-not _—_ 
tingly defile themfel ves by copying out t 

enmlable (in which ris fr prove our 
conſtancy, to-his: even and undoubted pre- 
cepts,” and try/whether we have underſtand- 
ing”to-put- a difference between the: bright 
andidarker fide ofithat cloud of witneſſes we 
ate to, eye.in our way. to-heaven;) ſo alſo: in 
he. providence thereare tentationes divine; 
the.cloud often refts upon the tabernacles if 
the righteous, the fire of heaven ſometimes 
ſtrikes a+ religious houſe, the -chict witnef- 
ſes:of' truth ſhall be forced'to know them» 


ſelves by /the title: of vittus 'Dei populus, 


God hereby makes tryal whether we will 
believe the Spirit: of the living creatures 
to move iz the wheels, 'whiles they deſcribe 
ſuch involved-and perplext- citcles and moz 
tions ; whether we love truth and vertue, 


or rather their fortunes and. felicities, - Be- 
fides;che divine relation and light of righte- 


ouſneſs and truth: never make ſuch clear 
reports of themfelves, as whets they break 
outand ſhine-forth at laſt, through 'all che 
clouds of perſecution and hereſies, God of» 


ren+permits them fora time tobe obſcared 


withal . -- \ 


2, Prodigious tvils upon its Adverſaries, 
is 
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i aplea which almoſt any cauſe # able to en- 

ter for it ſelf at one time or other, The 1(- 

raclites tell twice before the Benjamites 

though engaged in a war (ſeldom unproſpe- 

rous) intended only tas a publick reVENSE, 7 Judg. 20.10, 
We find. tht » Heathens often.mentioning , 74. yu. 
the judgments which befell the deſpiſers of 2x.Cap. de 
the Gods and. religion among them, And $9" 
w. Herodotus tells us that {everal Barbariajis wW Herodor.1.8 
(as he ſtiles them) adventunag to ruſh rude- © 37: 

ly upon the Temple of Minerve,' had the ir- 

religion of the attempt avenged upon them 

by-a fire from heaven, Ag event to which 

L incline to inticle the eſpecial agency of the 

Devil, (amongſt whoſe ftranger works, the 

cauſong of firt- to come down from heaven, is 
particularly inſtanced in, Revel, 13, 13.). to 

maintain thereby 4 reverence in the minds 

of .men. to his altars' and rites, and perhaps 

to- imitate the. fire. which. came torth from 
God,under the old Law, to avenge the ir- 
reverend and\unhallowed approaches. to his go 
altar $3 0r which fell fr om:heaven to chalitiſe eſt que gran- 


the rud@ and. violent addrefles,ot. the icap- ud 


ains and their hfties to a: Max vf God, And vulncribus abs 
x Faſtin relates that, Brennws: the Leader of ſumyfir. Dux 


ipſe Brennus 


the,Gals , attempting to rifle the Delphick /7!* Irena 


"Temple, was by ſome rallyed forces of; his vulnerum fers | 


defeated enemy., quite vanquiſhed! ,, and '* 792 paſſer, 


pugiane viu 


thoſe of his wounded army .which: ſurvived ;,n fnjvit, 
the cbattel- were killed withybail and Jighe- Jut- Hit 
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| ning; and that himſelf impatient of the an- 
guiſh of his wounds, to 'cure ohe wound 
| with another ſtabbed himſelf with his own | wt 
y Orig. cont. dagger, And YCelſus-in O:1gen thus en- | fot 
C#l1.8-P-497 Jeavours the vindication of his Cauſe, m- | gr 
ul, o\' annoys mhis tE@is vCgronyTes aug ta- || fe 
Awazy oi pp exPegves, GC. how many (faith | al 
he) upon the tontempt and violation of holy | B 
things, have bee _—_ puniſhed ſome | u 
have run diſtratted, ſome have been forced || 
to- publiſh their -own wickedneſs , ſome have | p 
laid wiolent hands upon. themſelves , ſome 

[ 


have been taken 'with inciirable diſeaſes, &&, 

which relation is: not unlikely, becauſe the 
z116.3-p"132- ſame Father * elſewhere tells us that the'E- 
gytians and other 'Heathens had their. Myjiy+ 

yas BaovicovGs Tes Siygdyass'm mg Eebmu- 

ya ave Tos TUYv wy pep moy,&c. - Demons 

which tortured thoſe which ſeemed but 4'lit- 

tle to tranſertfs inthe ob ſervation of theiy Su- 
perſtitions, as iu the eating of ſome forbid- 

den meats, in touching the dead body of- 1 

mas; and the like : and that they uſed to 

do honor to them , & mor mwHsY in forme 

places perubiarly ſeparatedto them: 'and to 

hich they! uſed co deliver 'the offending 

perſon, And this Ethnick uſage was (Þeon- 
 ceive)-the: occaſion ' of that  Apoſtolical 
[inc.9e, Ppneurineg che Genres, of 
' © . Dering to Satan's egenr ms (gprgs, for 

| the 'temporaty”' rorture of the fleſh "in = 
—_— e . "Fe caſe 
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caſe of open contempt of holy _ ; this 
being 2 puniſhment which the Heathens (to 
whoſe Rites the> Apoſtle ſometimes con- 6 i Cor. 9.21, 
formed) no doubt , well underſtood and **- 
preatly dreaded, and which look'd fo per- 
teatly like the delivery of the offender to 
all the Evils of his former Gentile ſtate. 
But to return : Theſe few Examples aſſure 
us, that we conſult not the intereſt of Truth, 
when we endeavor to ſerve it upon ſuch 
proofs as Error may alledg, as well as that, 
Extraordinary Judgments may in ſome caſes 
be alledged, to ſecond and credit a Rule, bur 
never to create lt. | 

3. God hath ſupplied us with more even 
and ſteady Rules to eſtimate the ſtreightneſs or 
crookedneſs of any Cauſe by, then Prodigies 
Penal, which an aQive Fancy may eaſily 
tune to the air of any Opinion and praQtice 
whatſoever, We have the Oracles of God, 
\ the Councils of wiſe and good men, the 
common Principles which manage the Diſ- 
courſes of the World, the Laws of a State, 
and our own exerciſed Reaſon, which'is (in 
the language of Plutarch) © annteics ner ©, t 
| the great Oracle of Truth to reſolve us in the 
emergent doubts of life,” And it is eſpecial- 
ly becauſe men are under a quick ſenſe, how 
exac an Eye is requiſite todiſcern how near- 
ly any of theſe Rules touch the building, 
any Cauſe or Doarine of whoſe F__ 

TNETE 
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Concerning Prodigies Penal, \.t, 
there may be a doubr, and that this method 
of knowledg ingageth them to dig for un- 
derſtanding, and requires them to an indy, 
ſtrious: uſe -of. themſelves in the acquiſt of 
true reſolutions in a caſe, and perhaps may 
detain.them ſome time bur in the place-of 
Candidates and Probationers for Truth, that 
they are ſo eaftly. inclined to attend to the 
{ſuppoſed intimations of -a Revelation, ſome 
ftrange Prodigy, Prophecy,or mighty impulſe, 
Ek give them. the concluſion without 
rasking them to a tedious conſideration of 
the value of the premiſes, and lift ther up 
into the Tree of Knowledge, without any ins 
duſtrious climbing of their own, But cer- 
tainly God, who bad us buy the. Truth, ne- 
ver intended it ſhould. be-got upon-ſuch 
cheap and eafie terms: men- may ſuſpe& 
their wares to be nought, if they coſt. no 
more then an idle attendance to ſuch fan- 
taſtical meaſures as theſe generally are. 

- 4. Neither Scripture nor Reaſon warrant 
us to receive God's Fudgments. as his detey- 
minations 1n any ſacred or civil differences, 
We have now no more warrant. to,infer the 


goodneſs or badneſs of the Cauſes and Opi- 


nions men eſpouſe, onely. from the Judg- 
ments which ſometimes overtake the Afſ- 
{errors of them, then to make judgment of 
the loyalty of a Wife by a water of jealouſir, 
It, is onely becauſe we commonly ſet too 


high 
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high a price upon our Cauſes parties and 
opinions, that we ſo eaſily imagine the big- 
geſt End God's Judgments can be directed 
to, is the bearing witneſs to the truch and 
righteouſneſs of chem, By which Fancy we 
become a kind of ſpiritual *Anthropomor- 
—_ ſhaping out God like our ſelves, and 
aying out the Counſels of Heaven by the 
poor, ſhorr, and often peeviſh, thoughes and 
models of a man, It we conſult Scripture 
we ſhall ſeldom or never find a perſon onely 
of a corrupt Judgment in reference to ſome 
Doctrine of Religion (it otherwiſe of a 
blameleſs lite) (micten with any great plague 
from Heaven, but often perſons-of corrupt 
and depraved maners : becauſe all the laws 
of righteouſneſs carry o1zdov #2&/yqev, a de- 
monſtrartion within themſelves, ang: ſtand in 
ſo full a light, chat (like the Sun-beams) 
they bear teſtimony to themſelves : where+ 
a5 matters of Faith and Doctrine appear not 
before the :mind .in fo great an evidence, 
Men indeed are apt to follow a little differ- 
ence of Opinion trom themſelves (in Reli- 


2ion eſpecially) with thick Anathema's, and . 


quickly to blow it out into a Schiſm or He- 
relte (becauſe ſuch differences ſeem to di- 
ſpute the {trengch of their Arguments,) but 
are eaſily inclined-to look upon even a great 
miſcarriage in lite, through the other end of 
the Proſpective, and to ſhrink it to an 
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364 Concerning Prodigies Penal, \.r. 
1TIug, a bare humane infirmity, (God's ho. 
nor onely being concerned in that :) Where. 
as,0n the other {1de, Divine Goodneſs make 
a large allowance for a wel-meant Error, be- 
cauſe the Underſtanding, like the Eye, can- 
not ſo eafily ſee its on blemiſhes, bur is ſe. 
vere againſt even a little crime, men bei 
more enabled for a diſcovery of thar. E: 

To ſay therefore, that dying Arius (who 

in the maner of his death ſeem'd the Aanti- 

£ typeof Fudas, his bowels guſhing out when 

.he went to ſerve the neceffities of Nature) 
roclaimed the diſpleaſure of God againſt 

« See the *' his Dotrine or that that Houſe in © Black- 
Gouge his Friers, which ſunk down under the weight 
Treat. of the of. thoſe many Papiſts there aſſembled with 
_— their Prieſt- to.--attend the offices of their 
Religion, and buried them in its ruines Ob, 

26, 1623, was God's warning againſt Po- 

pery : or that the Births (though granted 
monſtrous beyond the pro of Na- 

Sr te ture) which 4 M5 Hutchinſon and M's Dyer 
 Faniliſts of (the two great Propheteſſes and Leaders to 
N.E. by T. the Anabaptiſtical Faction in New- Zngland) 
ww. weredelivered of, ſingled out their Opinion, 
and were viſible Reproofs from Heaven gf 
Anabaptiſm it ſelf, 1s to interpret the voice 

of Gods Rods by blind 8 uncertain gueſſes, 

and 'to repeat the vanity of that Emperor 

who would fetter the Sea z for we hereby 
determine the- large and deep thoughts of 

infinice 
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nfinite Wiſdom by thoſe little maxims, 
ſhort thoughts and ends, our-felves uſuall 
attend urito, God never menaced any ſuc 
reproachful Judgment. againſt any ſuch Er- 
ors as theſe in Scripture ; and if he had, if 
found in conjun&ion with great crimes, it 
may be more reaſonably preſumed that ir 
was dire&ted rarher againſt 'the wickedneſs 
of the heart then the weakneſs of the head. 
If I would adviſe with my Eyes in the 
choice of my Party or Opinion, I ſhould ra- 
ther obſerve (as I could) what parties of men 
are moſt delivered to the judgment of a cruel 
and unquiet ſpirit, to a giddy motion from 
one fond notion to another , who they 
are which ſeem moſt forſaken of virtue 
and true goodneſs : For theſe are ſpiri- 
tnal judgments, and fo more ſuitable to 
the condition of that ſpiritual Oeconomy 
the appearance of our Savior hath now 


put us under, Beſides, the Spirit of truth 
may (nay, © uſually doth) dwell with great : Per 4. 14. 


ſufferings, but great ſins give ſuſpicion of 
its departure, Bur even this alſo, upon trial, 
will approve it {elf but the beſt of bad Rules 
to proceed by in the judgment of Cauſes : 
for the enormity of mens lives (like dirty 
hands) may ſoil and blemiſh the jewel of a 
good Caule,not lefſen and fink its intrinfick 
worth and value, and indifferent men will 
be ready to conclude it a falling Cauſe which 
catcheth 
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carchech at fuch weak and unfaithful holdg [ME 


A good Cauſe, like a Soldier not well ap: 
pointed, receives more hurt from the regs 
of its own rotten armor, then the bullet of 
an Adverſary ; is more diſparaged (I mean) 
by a weak and inſufficient Detence, then x 
ſtrong and ſubtil Argument, (which is often 
thought to hold more of the pregnancy of 
the Diſputant then the Cauſe,) 
5.God's * Fudgments are a great deep: the 
line of humane wiſdom is too ſhort to ſound 
the Ends and Reaſons of them: 3% m1 aw v4 
x9 why are ſome particular Ev1ls, is often as 
deſperate an inquiry among wiſe Chriſtians, 
45 my Te 449.» Whence are Evils, Was a> 
mong the Ancient Heathens, In the Works 
of Creation, we better apprehend the final 
then the formal Cauſe ot- things ; but in 
the Works of Providence, better the formial 
then the final, [what and whence the Evils 
are, then why :] and therefore ſome of the 
"66. Providence (though under 
another name) wotus ab occulto in occultiins, 
a motion from an hidden Agent to an hid- 
den End, Sometimes perhaps the Petſon 
ſhall fall in the Cauſe, becauſe that 1s dil 
pleaſing to God, thus Foſiah tell-in the 
Expedition againſt the King of | Bgyp#!: 
ſometimes the Cauſe may fall inthe Per- 
ſon, becauſe he is diſpleaſing to God z as 
the 1ſraclites in the Controverſie with the 


Men 
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d& [Men of Benjamin - ſometimes neither Cauſe 
zp- [20r Perſonare offenſive to him, but perhaps 
or | bis Howr for its prevalency & not yet come + 
off or perhaps he intends to ſucceed it by ſome 
n) | means more proper to ſerye his honor and 
2 | che happineſs of his ſervants upon, then any 
© | they have yet thought of, The Ends of the 
of | Divine Judgments being thus various and 

unſearchable,they cannot be preferred Rules 
e | of trial 'in any ſacred or civil differences, 
4 | but muſt be alway thought and diſcours'd 
- | of with all ſeverity and devour caution, It's 
s | a Maxim at Rome, Fura Pontificum Roma- 
norum ſunt reverenter gloſſanda, no bold and 
haſty Comment muſt be put upon the Text 
; | of the Papal Laws, Certainly it is an in- 
| | ſtance both of wiſdom and piety to gloſs 
| uponall acts of Divine Providence with all 
| fear and reverence, which turn upon ſuch 
dark and myſterious Counfels ; And the 
rather becauſe, 

6. The trial of Cauſes by the Rule of 'out- 
ward Bleſsings. or Evils, hath betrayed Men 
to very vain imazinations, Thes Idolaters 
in the Prophet concluded their burning. In- Malac 3.14. 

,cenſe to the Queen of Heaven was very 
grateful to the King thereof, becauſe ther 
they' had plenty of widtuals, were well and 
ſaw no ewil ; but while they negledted fo to 
do, they wanted all things, had been conſu- 
med by the ſword and by the famine, And it 


{eems 


g Jer.44.17, 
18, 
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feems it was the ufige”of thegreat Matſtets 
of Superſtition of -old70 build-their Cauſe 
by ſuch kindof Arguments': For that learn- 
ed Rabbi tells us; The Patrons of theſe ids- 
hatrous Cuſtoms, which have neither founda- 
tiox nor profit, ticonfirm their Superſtitions, 
and to conciliate credit to them, cuntti 
uſe this craft, to tell'the. people that albt 
which did not do this or that attion which 
confirmed their Superſtition, ſhould always be 
ſmitten with ſuch or (ſuth a plague, *Quodi 
vero plagaiilla'peraccidens alicui forte {ubſe- 
quatur, &c, And if that threatued« plague 
chance to follow upon any man which negledts 
fuch a ſuperſtitions prattice, then that 8 
ftition ts magnified, and the Opinion: a 


by ſabſcribed unto, Thus," He: tells: us;"rhe 


Idolatrous uſage. of. waving their new-born 
Children through the flames, aroſe from an 
Obſervation: among the Heathen that ſome 
quickly died that had- not been-ſo-made"to 
paſs through the fire, And an Obſervation 
that fome-Evils had befaln them on: ſucha 
day oftner then on ſome other, gave men of 
old to- imagine ſome days inauſpicious; and 
not toſhareſo much in God's favor as others 
did, In like maner, all thoſe fearful plagues 
wherewith-God puniſh'd the obſtinate-Ido- 
latry of the Roman Empire, were concluded 
the, Examples: of divine diſpleaſure againſt 
the Chriſtians, . and. they: were m—_ pee, 
| ig ume 


Ll 4.1. Conternme Pridigres Penal, 
& | 4aumed the ons which raiſed all the ſtorms 
inthe State:s1 Aicommon Opinion, the. re- 
fnlion whereof” was ia great occafion/of 
$,anftinthisBook'Ds Civit; De, An overs 
valve of :this'crooked:' Rulegrewforththar 
Spetoh trom a: Modern.Payllt :- The Greeks, Box. Eugub. 
\aithi he) excommunicated 455\2nd account} de Sign. Ec 
ex us for Heretichs about the eur 1.05 3\aud fe Libs. 
after four hundred i years (VIZ 4a! TASS;) Dow ſciamus 
Conſtantinople nas takey;:i pol this humber ideo Gracos 
given to the'expiation and lromi(si0n-of @ 
(ar I Soft hat we may k know (fatrhhe): heres Turcis datos, 
fore" the Grecians were delivieped;by. Godin 9194 Frinen 
vaſſalage to the Tur ks. , berth: e'they had' ot cleſ. cathol. 
explated that! crime .communteat apuinſt the 14raum non 
Cathatick Church! within the! timee appointed [3 defadon 
bylthe ſacred Sorepture.'i Fo alt theſe Ex: 2 divini ſcri- 
amples,I'(hal} ſuperadd bac this.oneimore 22/47 7900p 
Comezins cells hs, that heculd:motobrain : 
of -limſelf ro publath char Hbok of Proghe: 777547 me 
cles intituled ZwX: 2 tencbris 1th: God had exempla, cori 
chaſtiſed , his baokwardneſs. byirafflictions y 1,7, 77,0 
and that he ſaw thoſe who derided 'otrins mantes 2ur 
dred its publication puniſh'd with death, Bur impedientes, 
when contrary Events had refuted them, he = ts” 
ſeems to retract their haſty publication with- promoventes, 


ina few lines, ſaying, Yidemur ſane obſequii (1. _— 


preci itantia peccſſe | Revelat. edit. 
AJ] theſe Conſiderations afſure us, that 3559+ in prz- 
Men are never in greater danger of lying a- 


 gainſt the Truth, and God the Father there- 
| B b of, 
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379 mo_y ha) C 
of;:then. when! _—_ .to' themſelves | - 

_ meanngd, ſei be nere ſealed, 

and prefer his: Providenices tot Opinion 

of more" ſt: ſtindards\gh "Yight" and 'wrorng 

then his —_—_ ie Dario waa 
 Vacegerents, Jt ore 

be with'd, that men had: chat'ver 

heart, as not co think Heaven! 
 concerned-in the ſtanding or tallingiof Ich 

litcle' Intereſts, Forms and: Joyanrk p Fo 

they would leave off (that war 
clofare) the: intatling Salvation 
._ theirown, ray ad not _— 


4 » a ws 3 A OO AMS” £ 


, hy to forbear and make allowance for-the, | | 
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Fwy Hor Foſate Concluſia 1905 1 more 4a Fas A 
St aw diner, 4622 ' 
Mthburr i what caſts fngularly ob Od: 

Yewinp , y gs _— ed. 4p js 


ets Bxripdrncry daments upon 
1005; el.” oft df * SIE nen em- 


pl Nl kefroycd 7 ok Phe ſinghlarity 'of nate ne 


Wop Rh Oy Jewiſh: Nation, ngted. Fhe E 
onþdered : their extraordinary death, 
: — [the wu 


ime'to the Hee. Leſſer Nailondl' . 
 #9:2be id Aeligign Fenrter: , bs 
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T-Avviin Gibs dare to 266ife 
27S$:chs' ors/ aur The lefr hand; a re- 


— 5o Nrodigics' Penal] in theſe” two 
ons, Ifhaltenderyor next 


eo: rant on che ri ht, in thefe four 
Poforive + where he firſt is this ; 


Des extraordinary oaertehing. Pey- Congluſ. 1, 
are ot + 1farind #5 the evidences 


ay 2urity of extraorditary cremes, 
Providence, and big A; /þ leaſure < Y 
] 


es 


Judgmear £6 mr tn ok ; 
ment © coabe Magiſtrate ht eſcinls 

God's title, and'is ſaid to judg-imhisitedd(s) 
But ſometimes (as Kings , who yer have 
their Vicegerenrs) he is pleaſed 20 fit" avid 
were in open Judicaturehim(elf, and toe» 
rect an tgh and daring crime-with - bis pg 
ok GA Bb 2 Lune 


J72 Conteiming Prodigies "Pennl. (:t} 
immediate ftroke': 'W hich he' dorh -either] 
when the Sword"'of Juſtice is permirredirg: 
rb jn/its ſcabbard, and the Magiſtrate neg-: 
le&s to put open wickedneſs to ſhame; ' ar 
when perhaps he is unable, througtva'wane' 
of knowledg or'power to reach the criminal; 
or is" interpreratively abſent : thus 'n'the 
primitive Times when the Magiſtrate; being 
Heathen, thought not any fin againſt-the 
Goſpel'to. be fori ſui, he inveſted his pub- 
lick* Miniſters with a- power-which+ reached 

On &:YoreSevr © pros, to the affliction or de- 

ſtruQion of the fleſh upon daring or:hope- 

te offenders, 2 nd tw Yo F 

- Now  thefe ;'Judoments'rExtraordinay 

are Vocal and Emphatical, andicall for our 


cially:: i941 45:7 ty 
- 1. When the Fudement bears upon it the 
evident. portraitures and fignres: of the ſin, 
Thecroſs mentbear (like that of-our Savior) 
often carries the- inſcription of the: crime-in 
fhchplainand legible characters; that he that 
ON het 'q <A Former are- {ome I 
2 der  'bear-upotiithem them $Szonatures of 
y lim ib. de 2s res" coor remarks lwnp\d 3pon: chem 

zatur. *by\th&handiof Narure, ſerving as a kind of 
| page: labels,»t9 tell us whatyirues they 
\ A . FOafaja, and whereby it may:he known, even 
8... 1 | 


_upbnighe, tb what diſeaſes,or parts 'of the 
dadpil-aflected they areptoperand uſefy}, 


” 290i becauſe 


more-:{erious' notices in three:Caſes eſpe-: 
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d.24 Concerning. Prodjgies. Penal, 373 
becauſe bearing ſome figures ox; colors analo- 
gous:tothem : thus puniſhment, ſomerimes 
carties: the fognatures of -$in, and. proclaings, 
by its very, make and-taſhion,- wha, ſig it's 
intended to. diſcover and cure:in,.us; And 
this it. doth either when thereis aquulpm ia 
a,ſuffering' in the. very ſame ways. wherein 
men {inned, and the croſs is: (as,it were) ſha 
ped out of the forbidden tree whereby they. 
offended, Thus David's adultery was. /pu-; - 
niſhed in. Abſalom's inceſt ; Pharaoh, who 
would have all the males drown'd, was hims 
ſelf drown'd, and the wickedneſs of ® Abi" Judg:9.55, 
melech in ſlaying his ſeventy brethren was 
returned upon his own head in that ſtrange 
and violent death whereby he periſhed, God 
is pleaſed ſo frequently to puruſh men thus, , : Kins.22, 
that the® Prophets often ſeem to foretel a 29: \ 
Judgment. rather by a rational attendance "he - 8. 
tothe condition of the ſin, then by a divine i Sam. 5.33, 
efflats.. Now God thus frequenely deals Gati* |, 
out.to. men ſuch meaſure as they dealt. to wic.r.7. 
him -or their neighbor, becauſe (the great Jer.48.26,17, 
end-of puniſhment being to bear witneſs to OY 
righteouſne(s) he doth hereby eminently at- 
teſt che tundamencal Law of all Righteouſ- 
nels, That we. do to others as we would they 
ſhould ao to 15 4 which Law; Divine Juſtice 
will: fulfil upon men when. it is not fulfilled 
by.them, and give them (as the Fews pro- 
yerbially ſpeak) menſuram pro menſura, In 

Weed Bb 3 all 
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Sued cvi-P MACH edt Exiftiphestherefore'of Divivie 
dentius Dei TuRtics, God's Kot ha) H voice i Well ts 
poute, gram Wir, nd AtHS8cni6s Us” 10! 56 ivmStids 
ut triumpbum takers. andHortwith the PhHif mts JF Sas, 


preſumens> \& 15) tO mtkhithe the 6h apparetit Han 
NR 6 nf God # Mhih8e Which hirk tobny "46 
quicquid ſe elidr we nay tiot be thought rb cetillire our 
Sradees, 3oſe Brother, tit charitable Arheiſts. 'Or; 
parererur? ebtifly, the judetnent my proclaim the fin, 
Sv fe ud: whten there is af cppronn$4e; qwhen the 
ſpeaking of the fid&ment ſeems the ſymbol of the fin, :and 
Rom. Capt. Jtiſtice pays men ih vitue though not"ſt 
9 Jr-59- kind, Thus God threatned the rpwhiees, 
7. Mr.Mede's that 4s they had ſerved ftrange Gods il rWely 
Serm. en Jud: hn Land, fo ſhould they ſevie frantths Ws 
Link not their ew#, Solomon ſerved Got 
with a divided heart, and but half his Kinp- 
dom goes to his poſterity. When we | 
the ſcandalous ſinner corredted thas by His 

own wickedneſs, and made even to ariti 
theduſtof his own Tdol;, we ſhould make a 

pions meditation on the occaſion, '- © © 

2, When the Fudement ſurprizeth" the 
finner bmu-ropapy in the very » we of hs 
wickedneſf, and fin the oft-ſpring deltroys its 
parent (as it is ſaid of the Viper) in the very 
production, When the falfe fyearer isim- 
mediately ſtricken by God,and the blafphe- 
mers rongue ſuddenly: carſt into filence, and 
Death ſefit to make the Oppreſforvornit'up 
_ tis-pewly ſtoln motfels; when 3rd = 
od | $ EY Nevu- 


_  —— w 


| ps yer an untimel ax | ſtrange deathigf 77 reperies 6- 


6.2 Canverning. Prodigies PAMI, 37$ 
Nebr@huduevzar have their fin and! puniſh- 

aient beating an'eqtial dates (tn {Horr) when 
4fuſtice:thus' lays aſide 1ts leaden feet, and q Eccleſ 8.11” 
traxds;cleſe wponithe heels of the offender y? 1195-24 
God intend to learn us ſome great leflan mn 

Gich notorious Examples ; and'it is a fign we 

we paſh-ſeclingy if we can ſee him thus cut- 

ths off now-one and then another member 

of) out-common-body, without ſome ſhrink- 

ing and religious ſenſe thereof in our ſelyes, 

1:3. When the Tudgment ir ſuch as the ge- 
neral-Experience of Times proves the wſual 
conſequent. of f zh a Crime, * As a ſudden” Prov. 24-21, 

Weemely eath of Sedition, the ruine of *** 

Eſtates. of \Sacriledg, an antedated and dif- 
teafed-old age» of 'tior and drunkenneſs, 5 an 5 Prov. 2.19, 
Amaſt; general impenitency of 'uncleanneſ$, 4 
At takedand expoſed: poſterity of opprefi- : Job 27.12, 
-bh and ynrighteous gain, ſtrange diſcoveries '3'': 
-and an infamous death of blood-thed, neg” u $i quis omn@ 
Jeand 'fcorn-of men of a great ambirion, aire 
uv the blaſting of defigns which proceed upon ;j.m « uti- 


the' yiolation of the Religion of National me principio 
repetgt, profe- 


hd bloody Perſecurors, God's judg- orus qui tte 
utes ud y Aus vigderuy 
ments 'are generally-a great deep (the Rea- n_ m- 


ſons of them. paſt ,our ſounding ) bur 4# (crrimgs exip 


rightt oy is ſometimes as the oreat moun- ws, 19 iv 
cio boar dulteſt Eye, in þe tes po 
MMI; ; 1 Ee 0 e e 0 ye 5 I.E > ls calamite- 


Jadgmencs wheewith he conegs . chQlG Pſi ety: 
ins. efpectally which- fall moſt ee wo 


Bb 4 c 


376; | 

A crofs. to, his: Government: of ; the W.ovld,. - 
ML egome us naytofown ourdelves: 
VP. ERIN Gad's Receraers 140: 
| regiſter, 10-4-ppus remembrancei all: ſuch: 
great 'dilplays of, his, Juſtice in the Is 
Such Extraordinary. Judgments are.intendad: 
God's. teſtimonies to ;kus-; Providence, and) 
Righteoulnels, ,and thegyricing-of, them iy; 

the duſt is nong. of the leaſt cauſes,of ,Arhe+ 
iſmin the World, And therefore a". Jearny, 
ed Perſonage (not withaut good.reakgn)-re- 
ports it, a$.4 great defecd, that. there; is nat 
| yet extant an Hiſtoria Nemeſews, a Judicin 
ous, impartial and wel-atteſted ; Hiſtgy\,gt 

the Diving Vengeance, containing the, moſt. 
remarkable. monuments :of God 5s. Juſtigey: 

+ Pla,140-11- in which it, might appear-how * Ewih hath 
ſtrangely hunted. (as it were through, many 

turnings of affairs and., mazes of life), :the, 

violent perſon, and at laſt overthrew him, A; 

dull and ſtupid inobſervance of ſuch Exam- 

ples of Divine Juſtice (a looking ar, them 

- All. bur as the, caſual drops of milery falling 
from that common cup in. the hand of Gad, 

| Pſal.75 .8.zgdifferently upon good and bad), 
Cnney. Ttands ? often arraigned in Scripture aS a yer. 


 w Verul. de 
Augm.Fctent. 
3. C30. 
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- <—H muſt be taken with , a, grain gr,;.two. of 
of L ; A : , my FT'Y ; il 6 " 134 1 IHE + " 
*IFF-" v9 aha ; 1, Where 

a: | WA: 1 : ts 
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2 | $2.7 Conmerning: Prodigies-Penab. ' : 397 
- | 1, Where no particular fin'of any blacker 

Y die appears in "che- life: of -onr efflifted*Bro- 

Io 

| 


ther, we muſt nor- preſurie from aÞ Tnſpe-, 

; | ion. of the:gondirzon and figures. of the 

| | judgment; ro draw up any particular charge. 

; | aganſt-him.,.,We'are not as ſoon as-:6yer) 

) | God writes bitter things againſt our '\neigh- 4 

/ | bor-:(as'2 Fob phraſeth- ir) raſhly ro-under-4 Chop. 13.25 
Tt take: to expound the- particular.'fenfe-and. | 

meaning of the writing ; leaſt: we.cath:thae; 
2: feorpron, which God intends a rod and: 

tas an inſtance of wrath; whieh is intended 

but.an exerciſe -of grace, ' As; we arenot-to' 

conclude the-puniſhmenr from the Sin; (a+ 

ing, 'Thws and thus hath ſuch a man dont ant 

it will come hime by him, this-is to preſcribe 

time and meaſtre to the;:Divine Juſtice 5: {0 

neither may weinfer the ſin from the puniſh- 

ment intituling ſome grearr-evil of fin to 

ſuch agreat evil'of: ſuffering, For God miy 

owe-a-good man his evil, as to a bad man 

his good things in. this world, Belides; there 

are (though che great * Dotor of the:Jews, ccimen. 

| contendagainſt them) NNN Pw. PMNV:; MorNev-p-3 

the correftions of Divine love : Such 1 call. Dig 

ſome evils upon; good mem (as thoſe upon 

Fob ) intended. not diredly the puniſhmenr 

of ſome: great {in;but the exerciſe of: ſome 

eminenG virtue - (though Ido nor think that 

all, -or the greateſt part of the evils upon the 

lot even of good men, metit that name, 
_ but 


_ 2, 2 Po , F 4 
4 > i; : C 
- 
: 
_— 
4 
* 


-_ eppatelts life nnay:conimure forhell, 


ConnerningsProdigies Pepat.” 
bus: are: y'\puniſhmenres, evil 

raebaryt ov uf eng a diſpleaſed God fel 

eqn bear on we for hae 

yr 7] 4 #rief nor ſhame ſe whow 


: «1-1 Go: Iurh woanded; by halng thei guilt 


of ſome great fin preſently npon them thy 


bJer. 9. 12,73 d:Prophets indeed would fomercimes | [point 
3 Cran.ar. +1-1cotheparticular fin wh was the cauſe of 
| Jer.2z. 10. ſome 


parcicular , * but they, were 
perſons. God made of: hi Counſel... \God\ 
judgmenrs often: come iforth upon errands 
which: chey' to whom. the _—_— 
berc@ underſtand then rf 
The mm of all'is; vetaſtane conch 
the Sia: ©: becauſe: the'j judgment. is {6} 
nor yer:that the judgment (hall {in-this time 
er way) be prear, 'becaoſethe Sinis/!{6z 
but where Rs are as: ſure fron \Scriptufe 
Enoe-fancy', apr- to--abuſe »us:whete out 
felves: are CD that the fin gr 
ardinary;as we are from: fence that the j 
ment isſuch; we may then cry out with 
followersof: che Lamb, Rev, r5}:4;7 M7 
Nations. ſhall worſhip befire thee, -0 ; Lond, 
for thy judgements are made manifeſt 
'2;Care muſt be had that no ſuch obſey2- 
tions beleavened with any uncharirable ſen- 
tence upon our brothers final eſtate; Ag 
pndgnidSien: his body 'may be inte 


grearimercyro/binſdal. and pothagh the ſha 
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26 | ks) fohl; while 


farther theofalyarion of 
--theb mndiſtrefidanc thereof 
_ & is fearful 'deſtraction! _pon\ ' his 


body, 0\os 3 


\zea! x 


cunderſtanding-inteferedce-to Prodigits 
- ris Fit dements [i 3 fomgn las gangs | 
culvus ; ſarpriſing per ſons in defence bf 
ri#ſe, evidently devoted in $oripture NN 


frecon, may be regarded as yaitial 12fts- 
winzes from heavey #g am ft 18; Itis readt- 
ty-acknowledged-char there is light enotiph 
ir Scriptare to diſtinguiſh doctrines atid- calt« 
by; but yet where God hath been pleaſed 
by any ſack mighty jadgments ro open the 
ties: of: men to clearer perception of it; and 
to:hold-chem' in a more ſerious attendance 
theremito; they are: not to over-look- it; tat 
tear they-appear to ſeek a ſign from heaveri, 
or to offer weak men an encouragement. to 
weſt the :ditker works of Providence, {as 
they do rhe words of Seriprure) tothe ets 


of Superſtition and fome little interefts. nd 


Opinions to which they engroſs the Tavares 
of Heivein: | 

»Toferve the more diſtin& un — | 

of this rae i thall propoſe theſe | 

Kel _—y the Jewcth the aſſt of 

F peror r ring 

oftheir ruined Temple of OO 


2 222 


{is hec! ſerond: Conduſion to died . Sica. 


Concerning Prodigies Penal, a! 


' # Secrat. Hiſt, ſes 0G hrifh 15s God muaculouſly, determi- 
L 3.17. ned the contraverſyy for the fire (which uſed) 
before to..come. forth,from: himito conſume) 

the ſacrifice, now) came and conſumed thei 

intended Temple and Altars, deſtroyed the 

warkmen about.it,, and their ſeveral-inſtru+, 

ments, ..and the whole. deſign was blaſted by 

ſuch terrible appearances. of God againſt. it, 

'.., ., thatmany Jews were -perſwaded by that vis 
{ibleargument againſt Judaiſm, to entertaits 


the .faith, of Chriſt, And about the ſame } 


time. was the Temple at-De/phos quite rui- 
ned-by means not much unlike, Earthquakes, 
thunder and lightning: though in former:Az 
oes the Devilhad ſecured the religion of that 
| 4 Elian- Var. place by 9 Earthquaks and thunders, when 
25:5: ſome men began. to profane: it by digging 
about his Altar and Oracle there, in hopes to 
find. treaſure, | 4 

..2, That tertible fire which iſſued out of 


the ground in the ſecond year of Titus (not - 


long after the deſtruction of Fernſalem and 

the Jewiſh. Temple) and laid in; aſhes the 

temples of Fupiter.C apitolinus, Neptune Jis, 

Serapws, the Pantheon, and their other devo- 

 -- ted places, was, {o ſtrange an-inſtance, that 
eDiv. Hiſt. the © Ethnick Hiſtorian makes. this Judg; 
_ --ment thereupon, Malum id divinum, potius 
quan humanum videtyr fuiſſe, and was, (in 

. all likelihood); regarded by the Chriſtians of 

that time, as.a fign. that no Cauſe or Reli- 

} EVI g10N 
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ha! Concerning Prod:gits Penal. 38r 


00//(Ethnick' or Jewiſh) :ſhouldbeable to 
Pand before the Chriſtian; ;and thar-the day 
foretold, - wherein f God would famiſb all the fZeph 
gods of the earthg,and men ſbould _—_— _— 
cx" $e3 from his place, even all the iſles of 

the heathen,” was juſt-now KORS And 

this prodigious example became the- more 
obſervable efterward, &moſt 'of the/Erhnick , ,. 1... 
Temples and devoted places at Rome: anid fue Lib. i.tub 


elſewhere being ruined-/by ſome unaccanne- fin & 2 ofm. 
Keamx ) Tuu 


| ble. fires or terrible. Earchquakes : \that ;,..5 2, 


which Þ C/em, AJexand, alſo 'takes ſpecial 11G m- 
notice of in his':Diſcourſe with the wdola- es «7: 25 
ous Gentile:,, who thereupon: ingeniouſly o_— (7 
tells him oidte 6uw'Tvp CAEYKTIY 3; Noideyug- ;3 4 Nor) 
vias 1Tmgv* 6 una mary TVs Ay 0ices:(6)- Tis 7s 597 
train oz 40 m0p* I know the fire to be fuf- **:8" rags 
feiently ronvidtieve,and ſanative-of Superſti> 4 c. REN. 
tion, If you would but ceaſe 4 little your made Genrp.35- 
neſs , the wery. fire wonld lead you to. the | 
wht. vs - be WT! TR 
+3 *That almoſt conſtant ſucceflion; of — 


i Roman Emperours, whoſe:robes (for'the daftria, Chet, 
ſpace of+thtee hundred years) -were-dyed my = 1 
their own' bload' ſhed by the: hand of vio+ jto, nunquem 
lence, ſeems atiin/tantia monadica'in Provi- 1% bene fuir, 
h jr > aut pAaugt copih 
dence, and ro carty much of a miracle with aus aullus ;jo- 


it; and may be received as an argument of 7? fcc# marie 
deſcendut ad 


Gods. controverſy with them for the but- Generum ce- 

cherins of ſo-many of his innocent ſheep, un- reris. Camers, 

der their bloudy- government : ( though m__ Dei, 
perhaps 


perm —aeay 


ji 
Vin 


"Peel. we b. 
NON wry Inns che example 
witty oQmmon- thong hts;" becaufe of ch | 
tewaSehen: in)" » ql 
''Phave' is: ho Nation under hey 


whole fins God hach viſited upon theniwirh' o 


2z::judgment of {6+ 


* ” 
= 4. 
+72 & #6 


fidia : > 
os "/aau;, Opal d-and deftingniſhed from it 


bo ptntc'® egbends and 
tzzor ; Orig. no Nationbeli 


LOVER, ſome hotrible murder, evenno leſst 


x ng: x goth U 
636%," ago — 


F.byTwy vv * 


Ea TEELOE wonehaſ, in regard -of the Sei 


"was-never -made vile and contem 


fs / 0 
8c. Plile 
' delegat. 
Caium Imp. 


eand' reſe-ved Þ 
condition , 4s chat of! che Jews"; whethi 
_ be had, to'/ the nature or"fiafw 


| 1% 24 
oe _ oiktetad alanty erelyin.rogtg 

of the nature of it, - ow is becometh 
our the whole wor rkther a'naine of 
k1c7oy42r4, ered then of 2" Nation, They are iow br 
Tmpvz6S 4?) much ſeartered over the Ward, yu - before! 
& Php! 
| 4404s Jonedive nbaniſhment, wherefocicrbt 
76T%,75 7:5 COME; - Nowtheir becoming chus, like Cath! 
weitives upon earth which" 
is) ſpeaks them fike hin! 
cont.Celſ [3. gon gone- our-vof Gods preſence, ' and guiley\ of 


AKC" 5X of the —_— life, which che Ccriptive on 


eisa fingularizyin the damenie 
heres! 
in im = of, Bor before they had tained their hagds: 
mauz, $Zi-inthe blood of -the Lord of the-T emple;\. 
«ror, f715% their Tergple (though fometimes "defacedY* 


ible 


'any abomination- of 'the-heathen; Tet 'uþ!! 
the __ Holy; 1 Nowary wo feditien, #0 ca-" 


ptivity 


if 
” 


m 
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maar ja gre ai 4imaſte 


bhat plece, tha 
pi ellexial landti 


aſh. 

what ſetters 
$1 EEE Fewer 
oy | 49-1do4-07 10496 

| of GhergoH) 
[is (a5-fprip pain pr Banbally: 19 Cam the 
hyper ppc ng cells bim) for that the yery 
been turored- into a-reves 
kat thereof , and by thoſe fearful judg- 

ReALS', hich (85 he hw tells him)! 
tad obſerved the King.of: heaven alivay. ey 
ing.any lefler mdignities offered to. thar 
li chamber of ſpecial preſence z Bur 
ſgoner; had they committed that monde 


ace of, bisanciaat habication, the define of 
their £168, tothe dehtilements and diſhonoraf- | 

image that. che .Emperar ereced in che 
Haly of Hol Holies, as a fign that place tbouig 
"9. longerbr. the place of > hw 7 reſt bean fo it 
dope wag that he hail: forſaken; 1 


[vm which atlaft befe) he ave» 
mies-06 the Jewiſh Nation, before ther 
in.of rejecting the fon of God. Afr 
then: 'v hokimeſs 70: the Lord, and the firff 
fone ha 1wereaje,; ab: vie dewanred ins 
nd, evil came upos theme from the 


bg 

their ſuccefſes whenattempring uponthem, 
ex to _ (gre againſt. thar that. nation. _ 
only 


Mivity, 29; paſiation, #0! dy: then fad Off x 
pox 


horrible thing ," bat God: delivers the 


bored t0 worſhap there» 


m Vid. Strah. 


Georg.|.16. p. 


524, 


ff. Mic. 2.10. : 


and then. :: Meenrimtoaniet | 


 / 


0 Jared. d Jens 


Whereas. afterward fo ? conſtant fViDFad- 


ſon. Creed. V's, * 
hes Ss WP 


| 3% 
1 —_—_ 


only way of obliging victory, and the aſk; 
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> 


vine jadergents, wasa-fign that-God hadnoy | of 


pita period ito the Jewiſh warikip,und tha 
their putting of \Chþriff to dearth, Yookr of 1 
ker color inthe ' eyes of Juſtice , w 
Procaring - mote! dreadful evils:-apon them 
thetall cheir-other fins could ever do, 
F ealily foreſee how ready ſome perſoti 
may. be 0 build +ay' and ſtubble upon thit 
fontidation, and roconclude fuck: a cauſe gf 
patty-bratided fvom' heaven ,. if'-any judg: 
ment{ike an execetionerin a vizard) Px 
futas welbas fatal, befal the perſons appear! 
ing *in :defencewvheteot, And: therefore] 
muſt :here mind chem:how inconſequent any 
fuck reaſoningscantbe,..not only becauſe'] 
more thendonbt'wherherany of the judg- 
meats they. can inſtance in, touch'in' any 
20MNtes.and angles. of \fimilitude.chole already 
rigged, and: becauſe they:came not forrh 
r0-degide icauſes collaterally ;: bur: diametri- 
cally : | (not differencs-berween' Paul 
and Cephxs; but .God 43d 'Belzat:) but be- 
eauſe.:udaiſmand Genriliſm:: were. canes 
evidently devoted mfacred Sctiptare,andehe 
Judgments following. them werebuttheac; 
compluhments of its:-predictions,and the:ews 


Ecutions of a Scripmre ſentence; up6n:.chem; | 


Beſides, we-are.not -to-prefutne.that- God 
{peaks ro.us more-plainly by ;his MM 


TAN 


n 
> 
& 


or Ren Me SDS. MME ES « > #®  » % * S328 = =S ; [=] ASEE 


"* 
cerby: 
aed _ leſſer matters: 2O-ſand in/a- very 
gonbeful-lighs;.*to: ngage” 
of our {aderftanidings to find the —_—_—_ 
of:our- Churimtiesito thoſe: who (ha 

fuch ſtrong and exerc: jos yan as Our le es) 


A 


his com >rmabdeoiacy pertnic- 


'US\fO afl exerciſe 


chance Ttomiſtake'ir; 
3. Per fonnt5u; ts wig ores fo 


beregarded as: nf viſible ſermons bf r repens 

tance t0'a multitude under the "owilt 6 f the 
me or greater Pu: pFryliand 6-95 

——_ decimates a' mularude of bark 


ofz few what all teſeryey-and 'may go 
our-repentance) . expect::” Now'as the ends 
of:brandsare'nored to thed fotth their texrs 
in'a-kind of fad ſenſe"ofithe'loſs of thoſe 
pares which che fire 'hath' already' ſeizd, 
thas\ chey-which are ( inthephtaſe of ſeris 
pure): bravds plucked: forthe prefent ont 
of rhe fire; thould/1expreſs '2 Chriſtimrſenſe 
of the fallscand of rhe fins'of :thoſeparſotis 
which God was. pleaſed ro make their pro- 


xies in corredtion, Grear'ju ts are-nof 


to be-inrerpreted ſo muck'the: ſexs of our 


brothers fins; as-the» xeproofs of 'Our 'own, 
Becaufe:the example of the Gali- 


leans \[.' Luk.'r3;J-may lend -2 


_=_ light and atk back tek particu- 


!before us; and our general-ar- 
——_— will be no' undervaluing of our 
Cc pains 


ders; and diſcovers in the peri Arete 
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q Foſeph. de 
Fol Fudaic. 
L2.c.12, 


pains:to paraphraſe» 2litele upon Qur Saview 
words:poritheiooeaGonni if 5 
; Yes. 1; Fhare-were trofentin that. timed 


fark that-told Hits: of | the'(Galilezns,: whoſe 


blood: :Pilare had wing: pare tits Saert- 
$69} 
, bs ba Teſus an wering "ſaid #nto them, 
Suppoſe: ye that theſe Galileans. were ſinner; 
abou al the. Gelileans becanſe. they Juffere 
pres. SOTTEE - 
3... [tell you nay; ut 'e:x6 t50 re ent, 
Jorlt all likewiſe poreſh. | Es ? x 
- Nat Tw5,amAge, which words Ichook 
(wich —__ ):t9>vender not #lſo or likes 
wiſe, but. ad-wotum eundem, after the 
fame maner. ;fot I-conceive our Savior dot 
=o! vary his ſpeech-:.verſ{, 5 -- when diſconr- 
ng of thoſe eighteen which 'perithed by the 
Fi of the tower. of S;/oam:, thus, opgins 
Amerody, Je ftal-perſp, ad woduen ſimlem, 
in 4 man#er like:theyr, but upon fome-te+ 
lon.phmoment, which Tehusi explain; + +2 
LheleiGalileans were a faction of \Fndar 
of, s/iJee (of: whom we read 1A 5537) 
whoſe: great dortrine i it was, that it was4Un- 
layful .4- 009 \vin Payygors: THAdy £0 PAY 
tribuce..to the Rawrans , or. te acknowledg 
v7" @. ior drjras Swan Bic, any mortal landk 
after,God had+been: their King yor 'to offer 
ſacrifice for the: Roway Governors :- Now 
Pilate ( provoked by the diſhonors n_ 
an- 
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dangers wrapt up mthis dottrine) :ſtains the 
Altar with the blood of theſe ſednious fa- 
criftcers-, ſetting. upon - then,” how come 
to Ferufalem 20: attend the religion of the 
paſchal rites, 'And the men upon whom the 
Tower in $:loam tell, were perfons ſtanding 
near it, -or- imployed: by: fome civil:buſineſs 
in it,-2d ſo periſhed in; the caſual: ruines 


387 


thereof, Now» this donble: perſonal judg- 
ment was a. kind of double: Mapy\wherein 

the lines and figures of that reriibl calami- 

ty which afterward fell upon-the' whole Na- 

ton, .,were excellently repreſented: {ome of 
them-periſhing; 4d modem eundem;and others 

ad modem. femilem,. For as theſe Galileans 

periſhed in the Femple; on the teaſtof Paſl- 

over, andin © feditionr varnithed/ over with 

the fpecious'colors and pretences:of religion 

and conſcience 1b did a' great/parr of the 

Nation afterward. fall in a rebelliotr: againſt 

Ceſar for Gods fake, * Proms pretences that r Vid.Grot.in 
they eſþ extally were Abraham's children,Gods (0: 

free people, and\ to pay no'[anchuary: ſhekel to 

4s Heathen'Ruter And: that on'the © very 5 Foſeph. de. 
pabover day in. the Temple, the time and }*;* ) un 
place of - Sacrifice:y, ſo that» they periſhed, 1. 
ionumec; after the very. fame manner that the 

Outrleans did; And the perfons upon whom 
the 7 ower of Sitoams fell, were a kind of type 

of-rhe many thouſands'beſides, which peri- 

thed in the ruinesof the whole Ciy(of which 


R322 GC that 
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that Tower carried the image and repreſenta. 
tion)in which they were ſurprized, and even | ; 
buried alive, by the Reman army ; ſo that | +; 
they did periſh optgtws in 4 manner fumilay Un- I «1 
to them, 1 

Concerning which ſtrange examples, I | ; 

muſt confeſs, I ſee no reaſon to receive them | + 

Luk e312, With the Reverend* D. Fackſon) abſolute. | 
"ly and in themſelves conſidered, as. any in: 
tended frgns of the time to that Generati- 

on : nor do I think the Jews had any ground 

to think thoſe ſad accidents mum awiba- 

yoy Exeivois happened unto them aSany trueand 

proper types and figures of an analogous de- 

ſtruction to fall upon themſelves in the te- 

volution of a few years : for could any meer 

man certainly foreſee , or but ſuſpe&, 'that 

any ſuch ſtorms and ſhowers of evils would 

ſuddenly fall upon the Jewiſh ſtate, upon 
the riſing of. this cloud zo bi7ger then a mans 
hand ( the death of a few private and in- 
conſiderable perſons 2) For as a foreign Di- 
vine ſpeaking of the Engliſh art of preach- 
ing ſaid truly, plus eft. in _Artifice quam in 
arte, it derives more from the Artiſt; then 
any ſer rules of art ; ſo we may; ſay upon 
our Savior's prophecy and foreſight expreſt 
upon this occaſion, plus fuit in fignificante 
quam in ſigno : His prophetick poryppneate 
upon that ſign, gave it that fignificancy 
and expreſſiveneſs , which of it ſelf it had 
| nat z 
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not; the type ſpeaking no more (without 
the divine gloſs and ſanction) then the ſmi- 
ting of any King upon the ground three 
times with an arrow, now, fignifies that he 
ſhall ſ\mite his enemies three times, becauſe 
the inſtance was once,by Gods appointment, 
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an happy Omen of ſuch a bleſſing ro a" King * 2 King. rg 


of Iſrael. Ys 

But however, the Fews ought to have 
ſeen the ſword of God in the hand of Plate, 
in that ſad example, and to have conſidered 
that while he (like the leech) drew all this 
blood to ſerve his own bloody and revenge- 
ful Nature, the great Phyſician intended ir 
as medicinal to the body of the Nation, to 
teach them the wiſdom of a ſpeedy repen- 
tance therein, leſt a like or greater judg- 
ment ſhould ſurprize themſelves : and the 
nther, becauſe ſo guilty of the ſame ſin 
ſthe hiding of the F of ſedition in the 
Ephod of religion and conſcience toward 
God] and not ſeeing their fellows ſecured 
from the arreſt of Judgment by the religion 
of an Altar, and the prerogative of a Tem- 


ple, All Gods judgments upon others, Jer. ;., 


come forth upon purpoſes of grace, and are 
ntended but as the cutting and lancing of 
one member, to draw away the corrupt hu- 
mors from the reſt 


Fifthly, Leſſer national judgments are to Cancluf. x, 


be regarded as the frens of Gods preſ ent aiſ- 
Cc pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, and as his ſummoys to repentinice; 
w 2 King.10. Scripture makes mention of Gods eltring 

"ay of 4 Nation. oF, and his '* enttin of tht 
off : the inftruments whereby he dbth''the 
fornier, ate very intemperate ſetſon,” muy- 
x1 Jo.11. rains of cattle, Epidemical diſeaſes; : long 
dearths, great defeats of Armies, 8C;" For 
as there are the vices of Men, and the wits 
of the Times , (o there 'are the evilt"dfpti- 
vate men, and the evils of the Times, the 
Judgments which ſeize .an# touch nith's 
| United and meeting in'one common body tid 
intereſt and under the'guilt of fomePblick 
and National impiety, ' ” [C8 FP, SEM 
Now theſeare (I ſay) to be received by 
the common ſenſe of a Nation,as Gods wit 
ning pieces to come in and {abmit 'thetn- 
felves to him, by repentance, leſt He ſtorm 
them by ſome more black and terrible judg- 
4 Jer.5. 3:4 ment, or (which is worſe) » grow weaty'of 
LU. 1.5. : 19 go 

| correting them, God ſometimes deals 

Nations as with perſons, who” are fiti 
brought to a Council, next toa Fullement, 
then to hell fire, The'great day of deftrs- 
ion from the Almighty (foretold by the 
þJoel.1.15.17 ly Prophet) was uſhered by thoſe tefler evils, 
| the cutting off the meat from befort their 
eres, the rotting of the ſetds under the 
clogs, &c, ' And before God laid the 4x to 

the root of that fair tree the Jewiſh Chureh 

he” was pleaſed many” years to chop ati 
prune 


Ge nc x S ow_DReINY 
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prune it by thoſe (42ya:-48-a9) 'mahylir- 
tle-and pteluſory ſudgments; that its un- 
fuicfulneſs mighe be correfted; And- thar 
ſhowerof vengeance which at laſt overwhel- 
med. the Roman Empire, was pretaced by 
ſome ſmaller drops,- It — the fire 
of many heavy afflictions; but (like the clay 
whereby it is emblem'd Daz. 27 42.) it loſt 


and at laſt this'incotrigibleneſs brought: vn 
its final ruitie and execution by' the Barba- 
rous. Nations'of the North, 2" 


--I ſay not, that theſetriſtances cari wats 
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nitus Romant 
Orby aut'Rgs 
mani nomimni 
|} 1 partem, quams 
libet gravitey 
plagh caſam. .- \ 


" 

Or 

ts | | >< 4 

i. | * nothing of its impute and drofly nature z c Nulampe- 
e 

{$ 

d 

x 


rant us alway'to receive all ſuch lefſer judg- nnquan fuiſſs 


7 | ments, as the tokens and harbingers of much 
. | greater, and: { to. borrow the language. of 
. | thed Prophet) as the ſwillings out in ap high 
| | wall, whoſe' breaking is coming © ſuddenly : 
. | Fot God often makes: great fins the itrj- 

umphs: of his goodneſs, and Jays a very ſad 

ground (in ſome lefler evils )- Whett he put- 


poet to lay on his © fair colors of peace and *1% 43.24. 
P 


correfamse7c, 
Salv.l. 5. De 
Gub. Dei. 


d Ta. 30.1 2, 


pinefs, He cauſeth ir ſomtimes f at eve fZcqh.r 4.3 


(when-darker and blacker times were expe- 
fed.y to become light, Beſides , the un- 
churching or unpeopling of a Nation” (his 
greater judgmetns) are ways which under 
this ſpirituzt Oeconomy,, the-Divine Juſtice 
ſeldbm walks in, ' God, indeed heretofore , 
(when the world, in the greener years there- 
of, was moſt under the conduct of - 1ts 
| Cc 4 lower 
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lower faculties, 72nd moſt apt to be drawn'ar 


driven by rewar temporal), | | 
ſingled out the Je on. Outs. 
ward: ſtate: :of-profperity-or arverfaty ; 9 


£ 6251 read:vidibleLedtures of Divinitycand'obe- 


C3 1r1:7,y7) Gience:40.-the:Nations;-round-abour 5 and 
156, 5c. that the'Nations mighe-takethe faitet view 
yorigizs- of their Rate;; God tells; them; -Zeth;5, 
| eorriadi- 5. 6:7. 8.; that he had placed Fernſatewin 
| v2 rho the midſt of the; Nations round abou. her-; 
Orar. 30. deand:that- they. mighe call the ; efes:-of.-the 
Provid. world the more upon. them, -their. plagues 
þ Lem.4.6. were {ugh as-{carſe: admirted their & paral- 
Mat-:4-21- [el-inſtances, - But God chooſeth-now/gene- 

rally:to gu incotrigibleneſs under tempo- 

1Þ 


ral by ſpiritual ſudgyaencs, He ſometimes 
delivers a people (like Samſon; to.blindne(s 
| }Þrov.s.22, Andtupidity, who having been often i. bound 
' by the: cords of their Daltlah fins, would ne+ 

| ver take warning, But however 'weare not 
' topreſume upon 4s of Grace, or to think 

no. judgment tertible but what. falls. upon 

the body. When ever therefore the ſmoke 

of Gods lefler judgments , ſpeaks his anger 

to be kindled but 4 little, we are to expres 

a quick ſence thereof, and endeavor its 
quenching by a ſpeedy removal of the fuel, 

thoſe National fins which may continue 

Fa oy and increaſe it, * God will account with men 
 +** oneday , not only for the abuſe of National 
mercies,bus National judgments. 


And 


| - 
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And thus (by Gaa's affiſtance) have I 


| ifued- my borh parts of 
the; Argument -: the beſt -De- 
fence Fcowld to the Qanfe I'nndertook (too 


juſt and gogd:to-be loſt upan a N+b1l dicire ) 
Upon a review:whereof; 1am not conſcious 
jo wy _ r ———_— apainſt che 
a Precept. retur N ourt 1 Pet.3.9. 

Flava raiting for reiling; and of g1- ? 
ving \any-ſuſpicion -of the weakneſs of my _ 
Cauſe or-Arguments, by calling'in ® Paſſion I. _ 
orReproaches ro their relief and aſſiſtance, x,,neww, 
They: which think:-an Argument pierceth *: am 
the Jeſs, becaufe nor- managed with ſome #97 4" 
keenneſs of ſtile; may as well think a Razor 7 A 
cats the-worſe'for having irs rough and gra- #255 -wmy- 
ting.edg; a little. eaken off, The truth is, T7 *+- 

ehended-nor-any ſuch mountainous dif-2'. * 

culties-at any time mw my: way,that I ſhould Caps 5. 

need (like Hannibal mn the 41ps) to force a 
pallage through them with fire and vinegar, 
any hot. and. tart / exprefions and reflexi- 
ONS, :- a | | 


CHAP, 


594 


| 'Ca pL 
CHAP... VIII. 
The Concluſion. 


The Omiſſion of « particular inquiry into the truth and 

- ; conſequence vj; ſome late ſtrange Relations, excuſed. The 

undertaking proved needle(s, difficulty unprofitable. Rets- 

'' Fions of matters wonder fil why greatly liable 10 ſulfficj- 

' 1'an; The Caution of the ſuperſtitions Heathens in recti- 
- ping ſuch ſtories, noted. Men moſt apt to be abuſed wi 

ſuch Relations, where Religion % concerned in them. The 

'': excellent miner of relating Wonders in Sacred Whit. 

; The convidion of an Exthiotr Super ſtitious Perſon, 

why greatly difficult. Projeffors of In every Science: 

ſo readily attended tro. The Philoſophical ftudy ani 

#ruly Religious uſe of Prodigies commended. An acqui- 

eſcence in the preſent Dithenſations of Provillence, an 

effetual Remedy againſt Curioſity. | 


T. might poſſibly be expected thae this 
-- Diſcourſe [ſhould have- touched mote 


.cloſely upon the Occaſion, and haye-de- 
- Teended'to a more particular Examination of 


borh the truth and fignificancy of, at leaft, 


- ſome of thoſe ſtrange Relations which late-* 


ly have been preſt upon the Faith of the 
Nation with ſo great a confidence, and fo 
troubleſom an importunity : An underta- 
king which I purpoſely declined, looking at 
it as Needleſs, Difficult, and Unprofitable,. 
Firſt, As in 1t ſelf Needleſs: For (be- 
ſides that I think it hard to find a Faith that 
can ſwallow-any ſuch Camel-ſtories; as ma- 
ny of them, in all the circumſtances with 


which they are ſyel'd our, appear to be) 


there 


8) Cas.SY, The Concluſion, 

* | thereareno Relations in the World. which 
we may with greater reaſon"arreſt wpon' ſu- 
Ne of impoſture , and\ which diſcredit 

emſelves, then ſuch as theſe are: And 

#nd thats”! IJ! BY 

ts. | 1, Becauſe of the i9horance -of the 

@ | greacer Part of their Arceſtors in Natural 

= | Philoſophy. Now where men"look . 

n Objecs-ſtange and-prodigious,. throng 

q orofs 2 ediuvm, its ns - {paſs agaitiſt Sha. 

; 

. 


| [ity.co believe they ſometimes report; t 
#40) their juſt Figures) "and «194 wy 
For {5-igriorant man is not 'aware "how ex- 
treamly a circumſtance added- or ' omitted 
may vary a Relation ; nor what groſs falla- 
| dies the various commixtures of lights' and - 
* | ſfhadows/'may pur _ his 'Eyes,” ahd'tempr 
' | Himtoall things rhir are ot as though they 
were, and like "Gaal to'vouchthe ſhadows n Judg. 9.36. 
np mount ainsan Army of men, "Beſides, 
ere is/a'perpetual 'ſoftne(s in the head of 
Ten6tance, which-makes it impreſſive fo any 
odd coriceit and relation z* accordingly 1t 
was long ago noted of the multitude, thar 
they ate profie fingere firmul & evedere, to 
believe and' ro- mcreaſe'any ſtrange ſtory, 
And therefore the Signs God made” uſe of 
were too great for hy _ s, as raiſing the 
dead, cteanfing the Lepers with his Word, 
commanding the Ronny Winds inro Rtit- 
pels, Oc, Works whic k Ignoragen might 
ſooner 


- 
) 
.* 


ſooner leſſen then increaſe by any romantick | 
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additions, - __ 


2, Religion- ſeems much concerned in 
ſuch Relations; : Now men, like Facob, will 
be ready: tg vetiture upon a lie for a great 
blefling, and ſuch theadvancement of Re- 
ligion, chongh by falſe means, is conceived 
to be, Beſides, as Atheiſm gives all Events 
to the ſecond,ſo Superſtition (Religion ſcard 
out: of its wits) gives all ſoly to the firſt 
Cauſe, and is therefore quickly perſwaded 
to-fill our! its Relations with all the Exam- 

les of Wonderful and Extraordinary, that 

fects may appear the more worthy of the 
immediate Power. of God to which it doth 
intitle: chem, Moreover, blind and ignorant 
fears of | God make the mind impreſſive to 
any kind of Religious Legends ; for never 
was the World more truly 44quamey C - 
Glouamwy wen (35 Philo ſtiles it) a Region 
of lies and fallacies, then in the more dark 


_ and ruder Times of Gentiliſm and Popery, 


when anignorant Devotion toward God had 


_ made Religion almoſt nothing but a conti- 
-nued Hiſtory of Prodigies, Apparitions, Mi- 


' Nov.Orgen. 
1,z. Aphor. 29. 


racles, 'Voices from the Clouds, and the 
like: and-:therefore the 9 Lord Bacon, ad- 
viling a-juſt-H:ftory of - Prodigies to direct to 
the trueimterpretati 
veat , Maxime babengs"funt pro ſuſpetts 
RR. EE, | | que 


- 
bh - 


of Nature and know- 
, gives/\n.chis prudent Ca- 


frodigia Livit, For 'Superlſtition'( 
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que pendent quomodocunque 4 Reli _ 
jon of the people) as it 15 faid of the Viper, 
tes off that head; weakens-and ſoftens 
that faculty of Reaſon, by -which'ir did+ac 
firſt conceive, and makes it receptive of- any 
odd fancies and impreſſions z and: befides 
we have great reaſon to ſuſpe& impoſture in 
any ſtory which is told 'to ſerve a deſign, 
but eſpecially one fo ſacred as Religion is, 
3, Theſtrength of theſe Relations (like 


that of Niſs in the Poet) lies generally in 


the weak hair of ſome ſingle or double te- 


ſtimony, Now as there is little-reaſon-to - 


conceive- a whole Nation concerned 'in the 
Viſions-of- one- or two-private- perſons ,- if 
they were true; (Gods Signs and Wonders, 
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which were intended as leſſons to a Nation, | 


or poſterity, being generally atteſted by 
numbers ;) - {0 ſee 6 reaſon to hang 'the 
weight of ſo ſerious a Faith and great affe- 


ions in Religion-upon fo ſlender a wite, 2s 
| the teſtimony of one, perhaps two or three - 
men,-in ſuch matters, is; 'The Romans of | 
old, though as apt to ſwallow ſuch prodigt- - 


ous ſtories as any, yet-uſed to chew them 


| firſt by. a ſerious examination - (ſometimes 


made by the publick Magiſtrate)-of the-ere- 
dit of the Atreſtors, arid trath-of the-Rela- 
tions., And we ſhall find in Zivy prodigious 
Accidents ſometimes-paſt by withonte any 


religious 
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religious regards, .vis, where the teſtimo 
—_— incompetent; and this, leſt wha 


was-intended.a devotion to their Deities, 


- might.chupce to proye amockery, 


> As 17. 21. 


q F. Al. Gel. whis 


Noc. At. de 
4 barbararum 

Gentium Pr0- 

dig. Mirac. 

I.9. c.4. 

x7 Can. com. 

loc. L 11. c.6. 


7 Jer. 33.32. 


. 4, Some :men are;of an? Athenian hu- 
mgx ,j Even naturally delighted ro hear of 
tell, m:xg6yorresr, fomewhat' more ' new and 
ſtrange... The former gut of a native vanicy 
and; flightneſs of, mind,. whereby, like the 
Cameleon, they re. better li; with ai 
then fubſtancial. nouriſhment, To! grati 
h, vain. humor ,- the 9 ancient | nr 
Hiſtorians and more Modern t Legendaries 
ſtudied anely tO make 'their Relations my- 
raculgus egough,, ; "They ſaw there was in 
men, erraudi,non neceſs:t as tantum fed amor, 
and; they would: be {ure to fit; them; The 
latter,)either out of / a; mean: amhigion to be- 
come- obſervable to: the ruder - mu; 
who in-all likelitoed would neglect ix 
their Books and /Difcourſes were-not 3 lictle 
eurgens, and extraordinary z ' or a; naturdl 
5.lightgeſs of temper whereby they'are not 
{evere enough to value trath, and therefore 
will ſcarce relate any matter (eſpecially if 

going 4 little off from common and-quoti- 
gian):buc it ſhall look big, and: borrow ſome4 
what of a-Romance. 

Very obſervable therefore the mater of 
the relation.of- any grear Wonders iy. ſacred 
Writ 3. herein we-thall find the moſt 'glo- 


r10Us 
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rio 
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rious diſplays of the Divine Power deliver- 
& in that fwplicicy. and coalneſs of ſiile, 
in that lax and general way, with as little of 
«ſtaſie and -emgtion of mind appearing; in 
the, Relacor, as it ſome: -vulgar .gccurrence 
- faln before. him : that; fo: there might 

not appear any, ympromes of that common 
and in men to- tel] ſtrange ſtories, or any af+ 
ation of the common wonder, or a great 
llicitouſhe(s to. raiſe the. eſteem of that 
cauſe or party., to which they; were an honox- 
en teſtimony from Heaven in the munds of 


Rs uch an undertaking would "i 
proved exceeding difficult : It being. much 
more- eaſte to believe many a ſtrange ſtory, 
then to-attempt its refute, eſpecially where 
the Scene thereof is laid at a great diſtance 
off; and befades, the Atteſtors of the 'Af- 
firmative are wholy unknown to my "ſelf, 
and fearce any: man is able to _—_ a Nega- 
tive: {ach matters,” - 

Thirdly, The cadewking would" have 
vary very wnſerviceable ta. my wah! pare 
-:ihori-/: 
1. My deſign was ot. che diſparagement | 
of the Perſonsof my Adverſanes: (of which. . 
any attempt upon their credit! would have” 
been'indicted) but of thew Cauſe, 
2: Aſollicitons inquiry intd'the truth af {. 
the Relations, woulihave been concludeda 


tacit 


L 2, 


ſpſs t 


| gong ron God is preſumed eſp y. cot 

ts : Alb the images and fiRions of the 
ſs Jnepres, brain (like thoſe in the Fancies of Poets) 
ul. de Div being-: tranſlared- prefemly | into ' Heaven, 


The" Evdcleſis;7 Cup! 
tacit acknowledgment. of the valueand Py 
nificancy of them, if mos me) 
= rarenek 44-1 
5, Hevingomof theneck of his Opinion; 
arious Principles it holds of, a cut: 


go che paint our 0s Reli- 
waleſs. for o rhe ewoukd-g ik 

tf, nay-e others'w "$2 
if cops: fr 

4, We have(as Terq PTL /2 did. che heads 
of þÞ NR rey Arey truck avthe 
credit and-ſignificancy-of the -moſt eminent 
and nw. Prodigies, Comets, Appariths 
ONs, ſtrange Sights it the my arp 
vis, and New Stars.” . 

5, T conceived 'that more woedy wield 
have been bur loſt-u pon Apna. 
rer all char _ been fa aid) have 2 great a' great 
votion-for this aticient Idol, the Opinion 
Preſages Prodigits * of which kind: 7 
doubt not but; ſhould I fay as much more, 
there would fill i dry 17 xecula: 
tive. Errors generally ſcory t ;| Pra- 
Qical:Errors hare ir, rm it is the uſageof 


ition and Enthuſiaſm to/feay it: be+ 
, in'the two former, Self onely;\bur-in 


bo 


-—_ a EC ot Ht > w- i - 


and God's honor and: counſels 'thought 


ro 


TI 'Cr.s. The Concluſion, 
| ro ſtand or-;fall with them; 

:6, Becauſe as» for -perfonis of more free 
and un-ingaged- minds, and thar uſe nor to 
believe withour asking themſelves hy, 1 
am not without ſome hopes; that wha th 
| been:already diſcourſed; in this Argument; 

li falcon co:their: reſolution andatisfacti- 

69. Lipon all which accounts,:I'did-nor con- 
ceive it neceſſary to concern my ſelt-in-any 
follicicus Inquines into the-ttuthy or -falfz 
hood of particular Relations -or:a: tedious 
diſcoveryof:the lightneſs and infl gnificancy 
of: them ſingly and poop and::{o: ror kill 
this Superſtition:(4s t "_ tome. kind o 
vermin) by partsand pieces; ) © 

: After all:that hath beeckaheady ſaid: re 

fore: I conchude the: Readers/ tagk-and: my 
bwn,.Þ-concave it neceffarytbcalt:himto's 
P_ngg of that:ſtrong and almoſtcatholick 
propenſion in-0ur nature (againſt ' rhe»re- 
proaches:even-of our underſtanding)! part; 
ad theloud vaiceof 2 greatiexperience):to 
exitertain, withr a kind of faced regard;;per- 
{ons mhborflume to: themfelyesan abilicy"to 
do-ori know: hugely: beyond; ther common 


-t 
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kind -of:;:Mountebanks; there: never wanted 


neomy, we we-decained with:zhe. vain' words 
thatioelk; us of a Soripturarcarteſtir; 
« ihe Fates-ard Nebiainet Nationsagd 


Princes, 


Randard;0f-huinane atrainmentsz Of which * 


Bramolesm:ll Ares and Sciences, IntAftro« * 6. 4 


mn n 
| 


Thi"\Ovibla ſion Cirig) 


Princes, the iſſues of mipogrear YaAlons): 
written upon the' fall (8 'Heaven:; and\ 
plainly legible by the Sansf Art + of aways 
and method of 'deriving\down'"and continu. 
ing the virtues of Planets and Confteltanks: 


ons in certain Tmages prepared accorting'te; | 


Art, . In Natural Philoſophy, we'areas wack) 
abuſed by others, which tell 'us of away to 
procute Prophetical: Dreams, to 'exalr'all 
Bodies into Gold, ro make mighty Impreſs 
ftons-upon the Air, to advance Imagmation 
to 2 capicity of working | Wonders; 'botty 
upon the'minds of ' Men, and\(even greatly! 
d&ſtant) Bodies: of 'an Art to read and &xs/ 
pound all the Cryptick /ies-in your hand 
and face, fy Medicks, wethave ſome conkhs: 
dent Undertakers to reſcue the Science from 
2] its reproaches and diſhonors,' co cure all 
Diſeaſes by underſtanding the Analogies bes 
tween. the parts of 'the greater 'and lefler 
World'; nay, to cut off the very -intail'.of 
death-from-mankind, ''7x Science in geutral, 
- we meet with ſome of the Sons of Pride; 
which tell-us of an Ars magna, 4 Panſophia, 
vl ——rpehedog Man'with the real por 
nce of "that : happineſs An 'uniuerſa 

Knowledg} the icatching-at'whoſe vain and 
flying ſhadow caft him che loſs of Paradiſe, 
In Divinity," Gad, behold' « troop comerh:of 
perſons which begin their inquirksswhere all 
maſc-men make -an. end, Cy 

9% tenders 


[LERCRTRTRC_RTRT Pe" EW Si” &r, 
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tenders, #0 Revelations, to. an, underſtanding 
of $1211: and myfterrows Prophecics,: ſtrange 
Prowidences ,, things to come, the, pretended 


Myſteries. wrapt up in. {ome facred  #umnbers 


aud figs, thee intent and meaning of Prodi- 


|  gues, ſome mare ſpiritual Diſcoverits and my- 


ſftertous:Netrons ty;Relegion,&c, | 

1 Al:-whisb' Pretenders to: 93 aBtoy, 
ſdmewhat beyond the common fize of. hu- 
maneability, menare calily perſwaded .inco 
great;thoughts of, .gither becautesn magni, 
vel-awlus[e mirandum' ;. or becauſe all theſe 
ences» are but.the many.and. various re- 
peati-gt that farit and moſt inviemgtempta- 
fon) the promiſe. of x woreraiſed and cxret- 
irat-hnowiede then. we have alrttdy 1, -0t- be- 
cauſe:the general ignorance of ſuch pretend» 
ets helps them_coifer ofitheir-wares and 
theraſclves with-a' greac- confidence, . which 
beth che-power of faſcination:upon weaker 
mints; perſons: not! ſecured by the councer- 
charta of .a _grear-:knowledg- and -reſolu- 


cron G 1. + | att wv s 7 8 TIES Do LOI bd 
[| Andtherefore I thank ic not {aſe comut 


the ronftancy of our minds againſt all Opi- 


_ hioniof ÞPropheries,, Owens, Signs of T AES, 


Prefages by  Prodigies , as allo: thoſe other 
ſplendidls nugx (nearly related to them) aow 
menawonedeoly with Reaſon and Argument: 
It s-4 lictle-;neceſlary tg confront a kind of 
allen reſglution aqainſ. to an almoſt obſii- 
= D nate 


4. The Condlnfion: Car IC 
nate. propenſionof.mind towards them: And | 0 
if, Men, would'once value-pheir Linderſtand- 
ings:ſo far,:as to'call all ſuch husky and-cus 
riols. Arts.,and, 'Studies (951 the Chal. 
Oracle deghall Divinations by hom —_ 
themotions of birds, ſmoke,&50, N= 0106 005N 

r= ppg Cr T1 TNT vn%V; 

nb Soceupighſinmrrt+:s 1 

5 ets and; ——_ of ohil 
dren, .and tbe: weak ſupports: of the (garnfal 
trade of. cheating.and no 6 they, wauld 
all, ike:-Fables: es Thich want Auditors) quick» 

ly, ſink; into darkneſs: andidilence: 1huras 

| long /as therejave any: Perſons.in the: 

" troubled miththeyfits of x berfiſk:Morher (Gus 

riofity and Pride)there wilknevetbe waning 

ſome. "char willialraſ any; fuch-roweow and 
anfavoryFalbcander theinnoſes::: 1 £19 

{»1f ,menavertionce pexhwaded; into aigrede 
reſolurionyagainlt. all: ſuck fubtit; vanities; 
the: price. gt Teal  and.; ſubſtantial -uiſduma: 
reel: q tek pile inthe: Wptkd , = 'the 

Tree of K nowledg (theſe ſuckers, whichcazs 

ready to:ftarygir, being pace: throwmbff) 

wauJdithtiye and (pread:9 men; when they 
came to diſcourſe; would: be:more furecat 

each others Principles ;. and:Religion- m—_ 

be, po. longer [xendred | racthe; negled&<:and 

ſcorn:;of :ſubgil: men, becauſe appearingi to 
them hut a:cold form of, ameipinatul modes 
and obſerytions;, a. Sag at ;blind tears; 


Or 


Pg He Tn WW 3 & . = = © = 2 © F 
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or teanrant} ignorant! imaginations, 
What hathbeen hitherto 'diſcouts'd (tf it 
anywhere ſeem toi hit) hath nor been at all 
level'd\ againſt * the Philoſophical 'ſtndy of 
Prodigies, or-intended any diſparagement 
of} all ſober :inquiries i»to,0r-hiſtory of the 
Heteroclita Nature, Preternatural Generati- 
ns, eitheriin-Heaven'or Earth; Tr is to'be 
wiſhed that there were akind- of Philoſo- 
phy-Office,wherein all-ſuch anuſual Occur- 
rences were regiſtred;' not-in ſuch fabulous 
and antick circumſtances wherein they ftand 
recorded .m the Writers of Natural Magick 
(detigning nothing but wonder in their: Ret- 
ders, nor» withy a ſuperſtitious obſervation 
afany:fach dreadfol'Evenits with which-fuch | 
Rehrions are uſually ſtained; in the Writers | 
which intend ſervice to Religion i in them: 
Butinduch#aichtful and f6ber notices bf their 
ſeterat:circumftances, as night afſiſticheun- 
cerftanding'>to- make-a true 'Judomient of 
their Natures and Occaftons, : Such-an Hi- 
tory would: ſerve the reptehenfion of ſeve- 
tal -Maxims:in-*. Philoſophy, delivered upan a 


preſented 1toiview bur if fome one poſture'; : 
and-would give Religion a freedom from its 
maie dangetous(becauſeleſs ſuſpected) Ad- 
vetſuy: Supe ftition, For dy diſtin&t and full 
viewof |Setond Cauſes begers Religion (be- 
cauſe —_— direRting the Eye, at laſt, 


upon 


t Verulam. de 
- Augm.FCients 


ſcanty! and) haſty infpeQion '6f Nature; Wed. 


uponthe Firft,): a ſuperticial and ineriedy 
noted; 40; fly abroad inthe twriight,-ing 
kind of middle. ftake beeween-the darkneſs 
of ignorance and light of knowledg 3) ſo;a 

utt& ignorance of Caufes Natural leads: (i 

more {ottand imprefiive minds efpecially)ts 
Saperſtition , a ſlavith obſervance of, and 

blad deyotiontoward God. - :. ; *:{4me 

. Nas yet would I haye one word conftru'd 

the diſparagetnent of that religious uſe which 

an. underſtanding Picty. may make of :any 

more unuſual work in Metwrer which; by 

the rarity thereof, feems deſigned and-ficted 

W JEr. 9.22, VV. GO} and * Power of. | , layed-it 
Phone,” reſtraining ſome! more violet, and-allifling 
ſome more faint and langaiſhing canfes theres 

i, ; The whole -29 P/almr was (as::fomt 
learned-men coficeive) pen'd'as: a pious Mes 
ditation upon occaſion of fame exctzordina» 

ry Thunder and lightning which had-newly 

hapard,” Every . monſtrous - Birth we ſee; 

may recommend .to us the goodneſs of | Gad 
who-hath: ſo curjoufly wrought that Taber« 

nacle which our own Souls inhabit. All the 
words therefore which hav been beftowed 
upon-this Argument,have been dieced foly 
gage: 2-ſervilh and{{aperſtre 

+ tions find ſol, the fungularities at Nitace;and 
all-regards of them: as. Pregnoffiwks x any 

3. ULure 
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> [fare Evils;and approaching Alctrations'in 
the-Stare. poreig ne they: may take the 
adier hold of che Reader (even bluarinails 
gil! enter-a/ ſoft atid ' yielding” matrer)/ I'do 
withy/a (great ſeriouſneſs recommend "to his 
affections and'endeavors, A perfer#' compla- 
any and acauieſrence in all the preſent al- 
lnmexts' of "Divine Providence, For it. is 
onely when men are ſick of things preſent, 
char they lang for vaiiety, and therefore 
tave a very forward faith and affetion for 
whacſoever Prophecies or Signs ſeem togive 
them 'che'hopes and promiſes chereof, ' As 
Natw#e hath ſeated- in ſome bodies a kind of 


turh placed: in- fome minds a kind of perpe- 
tual morion, anerernal deſire-of change and 
aeration: ' And therefore” Prophecies , 0+ 
mens Stories of Prodigies, thall be readi 
tended-ro and contended for, for thele thi 
feed-thac humor z becauſe encouraging an 
loſers rhe hopes of 'betrer -game by ſome 
new ſhwffling and cutting; and in all perſons 
nor-pleaſed with whac pleaſech Gad, of 2 
great change of Aﬀairsia rare; *- © 

Iris the property of a true ſon of wiſdom, 
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Is At. 44. 24, 25. 

I am #he Lord, that firetcheth forth the Heauens alone,----= 
'| rhas fuſtrateth the tokens of the Lyars, and maketh Di- 
viners mad. | 
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My band be upon the Prophets that {ee Vanity, and thas 
Arn 47 they ſball not be ry Aſſembly of my 
People. | 


LONDON, 
Printed by 7. Field for Timorby Garthwait at the | | 
Kings head in S. Pax/s Church-yard, 1665, 
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city of their Underſtandings: were: able: '10- 
Judg of ' thoſe things 'imbich were' uttered by.: 
this dull ſpirit of- Divination, which reſided, 
only in fatulties inferior to Reaſon; Icanceiue:: 
he - milapprehends-- the-end. and office. of 1 
theſe 'prudent, Perſons ; -who were-indeeds: 
Fudges , but.not tonterpret bue: to:mode+ 
rate theſe prophetick (nes, |. For a&/theſe 
Enthuftafins wererealldivine, no wiſe man; 


wodld; and: if reallyphrenerical,no wife mins 


conld jadg them. toas.t&expound-and inver4q 
pret them; for! ean/any man makeany:ſober! 
judgment of the phantaſmsand Heats. of1die? 
ſtracion, or find any reafon in-that which; 


| Never approached'the faculty:of:Realont)! 
Theſe Wiſe Men«therefore-ſeem:a+kind-of> 


Aarburok. Sanhtdrim.to 'judg-of::1pretended:; 
prophecy invanauthoritativerimays, andrea! 
expunge'dr'expoundaccording(as:might belt- 


__.. compott withwheoccations vt Stare, \And- 


theberter-ro=blinah- over - their Sentences. 


and 
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Vitlgar Propheces. Iq 
and'to make them look like Oracle, they 

were themſelves reported and - veril 

thought by the people.z-really on 
perſons, Anfiwerable to. which ſubcil men 

among the Grecians, the Romans had con- 

ſtantly choſen out of the City , their ſole 
Keepers and Interpreters of the Srbyliine 
prophecies, which ſerved as a kind of Eth- 

pick Alcoran, expounded alway by-thoſe 
Mafties according as the circumſtances of 

State mighr require: and tis not unlikely 

that' Ceſar had been tampering with one of 

them, »who told the Romans-in open Se- 

nate, as from the Oracles of $:by/la that 

Phe that they had now their King in reality, Tb fin _ 
muſt have the title of King too, if they would 
be 12 fafe' condition. 2149 

5Fiacline' to believe-that this political So+ 

phifm in-retercnee ro Prophecy, was couch- 


.cd by the -PocG inthe table of their Hemna- 


phrodite-Propher: Tereſra, whom they; teign 
ſtricken with: blindneſs by, F2z0, but in re- 1%47 [42 - 
compenſe;of'that, 11} turn, left by Jupiter Fon. 2 vel 
wich prophecy : and furrher-that. this q per- z2 1:3-y4yau 
ion had> the forms of both: Sexes, and was 7", & 94 


2oTepor 5 2610 


ofrewinſtrumental toaccord many differences: ", 
and ſtrifes;ambng the Gods, ©'Wherein they, 3; 
ſeem co intimate that prophecy (as tound «42: 7 Un 

no , iven onlv t rſons be- ®” El Li 
among them) was given anly to perſons be hee” 


'refr. of the uſe of Wiſdom, as ina dreamy. ac; 519. 


or in the eclypſe.of reaſon by a wdumngy ped- & Reſp.ad Or- 
B 2 US wh0d.Q. 146. 
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us (as Platarch calls it) Prophetick efflux, 

(in truth, a ſubtil yapor aſcending the body! 

of the Pythia from thoſe hollow caverns 

over which ſhe ſtood, and begetting a kind | 

of dry drunkenneſs in her for a time, and {6 

diſpoſing her to an imitation of the Ecſta- 

cies and prophecies of an Enthuftaſt,) Or 

elſe of the very habit of wiſdom , (and that 

by F#n0,” a hand of Providence) -as to men 

diſtracted , hypochondriacks , Epileptical 

perſons, old women : and this by God, to 

 1x9+3y 3 -»- compenſate their great blindneſs and r folly 

wfioy d; wa in all other matters,” Now theſe Prophecies 

— ſeemed to carry the form of a Woman, as be- 

$02” &x- 10g delivered genera]ly by that Sex,but con- 

doxey, 46; ſtantly by perſons extremely ignorant, cre- 

hog *9z- dulous, talkative, and impotent both in 

17-25, mind and body , and of 4 May, as being dire- 

*z4'3»89% ed,expounded and over-look'd by the care 

*m0y 1 *. and wiſdom of ſome prudent Men, And the 

925.2 jy; table ſeems further to intimate of what fin« 

yew, 3 1 gular Ule in State, theſe pretended prophe- 

y6ooy,} rive. cies proved(when ſubtilly managed) to. com- 

£10474: pound differences among the Gods, Men: of 
TA EM ALA, . | . 

' Pla.intim. Minds or power t00 high to be. ſet. down by 
any Law but what pretends from God; and to 
conclude all pro and cox in a. Nation about 
matters referring to the Gods and Religion, 
Accordingly the ancient law-givers, Nume, 
Scipio, Lycurgus,Lyſiſtratus,' Sertorins, 
the reſt, called their laws.0racles, and the 

ten 
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ten! tables pretended from God as well as 

the two” And Tally adviſed the ſecret cu- (115, ., 4; pi 

= te he $:by/lize Otacles , Yaleantque vin. 

(rh'he)"'z# depontndas potius quam ad ſuſ- 

« (rap #ovuss religiones ; thus ſome {ub- 

it men *among'the Fews , to; accord the 

ferce\di{p es between the Schoool of H1l- 

Wand Schimmar, invented the ſtory of a 

{3b X91 (the loweſt degree of prophecy, yi. pote 

to them) 4 voice from heaven , Lightſoor, 

ſaying; Er horum C& illorum verba ſunt ver- —_— I 

k Dez vFoentis, Bur when the laws of God 

ml not warrant us to'tell a ly for his honor, 

miich* leſs for our intereſt; ir. is attinſtance 

of" the'ptety and policy of the State to.en- 

i& ſevere Taws- againſt perſons of ſo' proſti- 

| {| tea Conſcience, as to encourage a ſedition 

I by any{pterended-prophecy : that fo the Juſt 

Ryerenceof Divine prophecy may be fecu- 

6d; anif FaQion may not nſe thoſe Arts to 

if4r6; which Honefty dare notto ſecure the 

"2; Fulgar Prophecies have as malign an 

inflaence upon Religion, In the pratfice 

therzyf'> for in aft Opinion' of ſuch ghings, 

the thoughts of ſome men ate wholy.enrer- 

tiitied* with” enquiries where: will God be 

wht, and their great” queſtion 1s, Watch» 

mb#\ what of the nie hr? whar news of thin 
yetan theidarkand out'of view? the | 

d''rhe*day*featce © ever aproacheth "their 

To, adn -1 thoughts, 
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thoughts : the' great ſign. with;them of: 4 
familiar acquaintance with God 15,when heig 


. continually whiſpering news in. mens ears,and | 
making them intimate to his ſecrets, ,and'nof F* 


man ſhall be thought a ſpiritual preaches by 
them, but he that can looſe: the ſeals of 
the Apocalyptick-.viſtons;:  In'the rnterim 


by ſuch fond thoughts and curiofities- the | 


minds of men are made vain and trifling, their 
ſpirits too ſubtil and. airy to 1x upon a {eri- 
ous thing.,and while thezr ezes ave thus, at the 


ends of the Earth, they neglect to heed thei | 


way, and become (like :{illy birds) bur the 
fairer mark for the Fowler, by ſtanding 'thns 
at gaze, Andas great 2 ſufferer by fuch 
things , is Religion in the Reputation thereof, 


for when (ubtil men ſhall ſee us (like the an- {| 


cient Ezyptians)infhrine every Ape, give tre- 
verence'to every vain perſon and clouted 


rhime, which may ape the geſtures and ſtile | 


of a propher or: prophecy, they will be rei- 
dy to conclude Religion a meer Syſteme of 
phantaſms, inexplicable impreſhons , and 1 


tutoring of men to a faith of contradiions 


or meer imaginations, ' ' And all the Deve- 
to's in the world ſhall be thought: a Socie- 
ty of.caſy men that can ſay much and prove 
nathing, and that (what-was falfly ſaid of 
the Fews. of: old) give worſhip to an Aﬀes 
head, to the-idlte Vifionsof their: own or 


other mens heads, as ſoft and "ignorant as || 


theirs, 


” 
t 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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theirs, Beſides, an eaſy faith'of ſuch Val- 
gar Prophecies as of divine impreſſion, doth 
preatly prejudice Religion 7» the Doctrine 


not $4 thereof, For men will! readily conclude 
him a Mar of Godyand that the Word of the 
Lord is with ' him (be his DoQtine 'what it 


wilt)that ſeems to rell chem things to come, 


(the reaſon why the Seducers of greateſt 


name in Story have pretended Prophecy.) 
The Church of -Rome proves her 1elf the 


Temple of the Living God, and Gods'pre- 


ſence with her , by the Voice of his Oracles 


heard therein, She hath (ſhe tells us) :the 


Spirit of Prophecy (called the Teſtimony of 
ſus) to bear 4 witneſs ro her Dodtrine, 
diſcipline and worſhip : and-to-this purpoſe 


gives us ina liſt of her Prophets (but moſt ©, 


of them women) and of their wonderful 
predictions, and challengeth us to inſtance 


- any ſuch parallel examples, - To whon+-we 


return, ® We are ot careful to anſwer thee in 
the matter: while the houſe of God with us 
iS built updh the foundation of the true Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, it will not need daubing 


with any (uch untempered mortar as Yulgar 
. Prophecies are; to give ſtrength or beauty 


thereunto, BurReligion is a tar greater ſut- 
ferer by: ſuch Spurious Yiſtons, and Prophe- 
cies*,'zn,-the: foundation thereof , that Swye 


Word of Wripbecy upon which' it botroms, 
There can | 


ardly be a' mote ſubtil way 
B4 in- 


I3 


u Vid. Boyzum 
Eugub. de $i. © 
gn Eccleſ.l.6 
C.2 
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diving pibpheciesdnd&illapfes, then the mul- 
titude:bf, thoſe us wheh are 
in-the:Warld;': Men : will quickly grow 
coy andiorh to- truſt themſelves with a 
Revelation;: when they ſee ſo much impo- 
ſure breaking in upon the world that uſurps 
that name, The Erhnick world had been 
for many:.ages impoſed upon by Znthu- 
ftaſms, Dreams; \Qracles , Prophecies, Ap- 
paritions of the Gods, 'till Socrates (in a dif- 
covery;-of: the: Vanity.of them) called men 
t0-an-uſe of judgment, and taught them to 
Etitertain! no-doctrine without or againſt ap- 
parent reafon, And the many abuſes for- 
mpoot:te upon- them, made them not on; 
ly, readily entertain his doctrine, but fo pre- 
judiced them againſt the very air of a Reve- 
lation, that as the Jewiſh maſters were per- 
pecually. demanding: of:\figys, ſo the Gen- 
tile- Philoſophers, Demonſtrations ,: of the 
firſt preachers of the-Goſpel ; | and. upbraid- 


Martyr. ag: them.that their, Do@rine was * Þ-z- 


ial. cum. _\ wy / by 24% 5 _ , 
Tryph. p. 207. ®YZO- x5 499 (a1 © 0AGS dad 2:40 a Ac 


YS-, ves dottrine, and altogether 


impeſt 


our felyes, while fomemuſtthaye an Enthu- 
befed, like the Patrazrchs, with Viſions and 
Prophecy ,, others (ſecing the: polls 
#4p6.vpio chem) hare-fuch light'mear 


SIBLE. 


and 


| 13h Vanity of a Cart, 
. nventeds9>fink thewalue and credit of all 


* — et. di. tdi. ca «a ww an a ww \Z *%, 


le tobe demonſtrated, Andamoneſt 
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and begin to look, u 2 Revelation as 
4 —_ llotrre Fg both in the maner 
of conveyance, and the way. of diſcovery 
and FAD, and think no man can 
anſwer the taking up of any Opinion u 
the credit of _ etick i ; o his 
cool and adviſed thoughts, But if the more 
fortunate credulity and ſimplicity of the - 
rſons to whom theſe Viſions and prophe- 
tick Raptures happen, make them m_ 
nable by a temptation tony ſuch ſubtil A- 


* theiſm, yer ſtill Scripture is diſparaged while 


the aftections of men are divided between 
an old Prophecy and a new, and thar ſickly 
humor in ſome men of longing after ſome- 
what new in Religion, is fed, mens gadding 
Fancies are gratified, and Religionis expoſed 
to the danger of being evaporated into air 
and rapture, 

3. Theſe "met a Prophecies do as much 
uſurp upon the mind and underſtanding -: be- 
cauſe inſtruing both Deliverers and Re- 
ceivers onely to a bold and forward®*Faith, 
For they that deliver them preſume it were 
not-to believe but to diſpute, if they ſhould 
(like *Gideon) delire 4 ſign of God that it is Judy, 6.17. 


 heingeed that talketh with them : theſe im- 


prefſions they conceive are both writing and 
ſeal torithemfelves; and proclaim by their 
own mighty force and vivacity that they 
are-fetion by a divine hand : the mind of 

' man 


y Maimonid. 


P. 3. C.5O. 


man {ſay-they) under the: Divine Viſitati- 
ons,1iSpnely 26 Fax mhggdy,-to attend, inan 
hamble ' paſhveneſs- and filence, to God; 
while-inſtrudting it' by the whiſpers of his 
tte 'which:is virtually an in- 

[re -impoſture} and which brings a man in- 
008 PYNY 15M (as the / Arabians Call 


- the WilderneſS)a deſert of wandering,where- 


i he may runfor ever-from one wild imapi- 
nation/-to' another'; and contains as mach 
Reaſon therein; as the conceit of that. Mari- 


ner that ſhotld- think his Ship ran a right ' 


courſe - onely: becauſe ' driven with a fierce 
wind,” And as much do theſe Prophecies 
uſurp upon the Underſtandings of thoſe to 
whom they are tendred ; we-muſt truſt out 


Faith with theſe things, but never offer to 


demand firſt the ſecurity of ſome divine 
Sign z we. muſt believe them of divine jn- 
Apiration onely becauſe we are told:they are 
fo: and if we demur, as thinking the con- 
dition unreaſonable; we are: bidden to have 
2 care we be not found to fight againſt God, 
and ſo muſt become fools for fear we prove 
knaves, : But when-our Bleffed- Savior hitn- 
felf would not ſo far controul' the Law of 
reaſonable Nature in Man, 4s to require;/him 
to'a Fatthof his- Prophecies before {uffici- 
ent aſſurance given- of their Divinity. we 
know not to value our! ſelves, if we ſuffer a 
Faith of 'theſe-- common Prophecies - - 
525 rVic Orc 
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| 
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forc'd upon us, which offer nothin&*to0 aſſure 
chem but ſolemn looks*tand Venty*verily. 
The World ſwarmSwith pretended Prophe- 
cies and Revelations; we have-not 'onely 


-our. monthly but our daily ''Progmſticators, 


and theretore the honeſt looks of the+ pto- 


ſers are not ſufficient grounds of traſt 'in © 


this buſineſs, That propoſition, Intt[eH#c 
patiens recipit phantaſmata,isa'truthialſo' in 
Divinity ; the ſoly paſſive intelle&; that is 
impreſſive and eafie, that doth not-uſe je {elf 
to diſcourſe and hudg, receives Fantrafms 
into it {elf , lictle befrdes-the. airy Viſt- 
ons of its own or other mens vain imagina- 
eions, - | Fob | 
A. Theſe Prophecies axe of wery evil con- 
ſequence-in common life: They 'give tilly 
men to/conceit they are never Gods'fayorites 
till theyare half mad, and have conſtant in- 
rellivence fromHeavenby ſome new Viſion. 
They torture mens minds with infinite anxi- 
eties; and lay upon their thoughts'/the Evils 
of an Age'to lament ar 'once; They encon- 
rage them in veryevil purpoſes, by:theconh- 
dence they give them of {acceſs They keep 
menfrom poflefling themſelves in peace by 
2' fecure* repoſe -0n 'the wiſdom and'good- 
neſs of God; They tempt them toanegle& 
of thoſe faithful and acknowledged Rules of 
life; - Scripture; and" the Maxims of Reaſon, 
roattend' to meaſures fancaſtical-and never 
proved, 


T9 


AQ  The'Ketityrof Cay,r, 
provedi i Fheycow\mens ſpirits; and berra 
ooeraraphea iwhich'R caſunafiords and. ni y 
x Senatns pr [nds The uſe-of *Thus the z-Hiſtotizn telts: || 


. rimumei ir1t- 


| buckar, & ip- Us the Sandte of Florence would by nomemy t 


| Im permoti rnakefappoſitioneo che French King'Ehapty | " 
ann; c0w- hr #h;:becauſe adviſed/to the cofitrary: 


V 

g78 Regen ſu- y.1the reputed Prophecies of 'Suvkwareh' || " 
5— rare The \Emople of mew Which "have run Þ { 
| 

{ 


de Tt ang heli ices: -by*#olz" 
Ka Naga hogs infinite," T oa 


A. thee? key rhe Znvha off. 
The firſt (hall. DES *6f' 
Pope: Gregory the ninth;'who'was petſwaded | 
by.the-pretended Vihons and:Prophecies of” 
ON” Yong rk _ 80 _ Periti v9 
gas: Rome the Reafons an wallbns- 
— <6 his Cardinals and Friends s wt he” 
ary facrun became the occaſion-'of that Schiſmy 
Gatos of laſted: for:about-for ty years in fer lane 
corey on: a I0-an eafie- foreſight. whereof, a" tw outs b-1 
bo n+. before hiedeath (which bapned within lalf\a'+ 
s for 3 ma: yearatter.his-comin chither) having the ho+' 
| Fa ob od y.Euchariſt tn his hands, 'be PEPST 
is, loquenti- # them ally that. they.  ſhoald: beware of \8rfher | 
bus vifiones Mex or Women delivering, wider #'fhew of 
cape M Religian, the Vifons of t iy owniheag, 'be-'' 
ye. J. Gzr- Cauſe e himſelf, being ſeduced hy" ſnohy hat; in 
Dot. a neglett of the ſober :counſels-of thig-F vents; 
worm himſelf and theiwhols qhodeney 
anger 
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danger of imminent $chiſm, except the wwer- 

cy of Chriſt interpoſed; The other) Example 
roucheth cloſer-upon our preſent; Timesy/ ,. ;.....: 
that of Comenins (a perſon»whoſe other + — + 
works praiſe him, {0 that 1 need \ſaywathine) _._ _ 
who was ſo inchanted by the-timpliciry'of ++} 114m 
maners, ſolemn afſeyerations, frequentevea © 0s EY 
fies, rapturous ſpeeches, devour” language} .......,- 
pompous viſions, unaccountable* paſſions, -- 1m 
fome caſually accompliſhed Predidions of Oo: 
thoſe three pretending Prophets,Chriftophe- 

rus Kotterus, Chriſtina Poniatow1a, Nicholaws 

Drabicius, as greatly to reverence. their per- 

ſons, to record and at laſt to publiſh rheir Vi- 

ſions and Prophecies under the ſpecious ritle- 

of Lux in tenebrs, to write the Hiſtory of 

their Lives and prophetick Raptures, to at=  _ 
tempt to reconcile the contradictions in thei” ......... .: 
Preditions : and where their deformity'ap- + + +0424 
peared through the fineſt colors he could 
diſſembleir with, He ventures:to bring him - 4+ t ores 
ſelf off, thus ; > Saprentiam Dei varie nv- b Hill, tas 
biſcum ludere, & luſiſſe hac inre, hec often tic p.1571 ..., 
dunt,&c, And elfwhere, © Now 1nvenio quid ; 2,71 heb 
dicendum reſtet, niſs aut hec propherica nor  __ 


TILL \| 
eſſe drvina, aut hypotheſin Theologia noſtra' ha) an 
(de omnimoda Immurtabilitate Dei} extant 
noſtri .& temporalium reſpeu) wacitlare;” -: 4 hhng 
Utrum potins ſuſpicandum ſit,quid fp pronun— 

: r 1. G 16x 9b .not 
crare:-ne feſtinemus f :and the likes which + |. 7 


15 to make Goda deceiver (I{peak as a ed  "—_ 
that 
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that'fo filly menmay ſpeak truth.” | 
- 'Phixdly; Prophecies and Prodigies touch 
and agree in the univerſal reception of them 
both | Prophecy never wanted Profeflors- gr 
Auditors/in'aty Age or place.in the Warld, 
It wasthe' Opinion of ſome of the . Fewy; 
and-moſt of 'the Gentile. Philotophers of old, 
that! the [Soub:came*down' (into the Body, 
pregitane with 4 Swan dum, 4 prophetich 
power; \'nuPAImy' 1 St RP aegs © Wlgy ava- 
pads dvrife © ovSqor; but it is "muffled and 
blicided' becaufeof its commrxture and con« 
fufron with this lump of Earth; which pers 
pettallyſends:up fuch' a' thick-miſt of | Fan» 
tifms before irs'Eyes; that it cannot-now'ſee 
afar off. A Dodrine;>which thedepoit of 
the Soul, 'while a priſoner ro its aw houſe7 
ſeemsa lirtle to encourage : for as'the/Balty” - 
inthe Fable, having ſuſtained 'a greatoſsot' 
cloth, is fancied to ſtand ever fince: by the”. 
high-way catching hold of every © mans? 
clothes, in: hopes 'to recover its' own lb | 
goods fo rhe Souls of men ſeem\ro'ex- 
prefs a tacit ſenſe of a great loſs.in regardiof 
the knowledg 'of things furure; in this em 
bodied ſtare, in'that chey ſtand : (as ir were)» © * 
i tiiviss,and haſtily catch'ar any prerend- 
ing Prophecy and thadow of Divitiationwt! 
and indeed T-have »#hrae (in this matter): 
more to atcufe \my own Nation then others 
of, it being an argument of the blindneſs ry 
mo 
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moſt Ages and:; Nations, that: they readily 
fwallow:down ſuch Flies as \thefe when ten- 

dred to*'them.; - \\.\ tics oO 4, 
bat» place and; repute Prophecy held 
mong\/vhe iGentles:: af old. thoſe words 
Erbuaitgays 3202 emer tyra, Mumranauxaa, 
polGoAgmiot, Fropgrlas,mepn,), and the like, 

and that yaſt tibble.of Chaldeans,' Aferilo- 

ets; Soathſajins; Necromaticers, Interpreters 

if. Dxeams: and Prodigies, Diviners by the 

Smoke, the .&x1a,ithe Incenſe on the Alta?) 

hy a Staffs the chirping of Birds, all: of -ta- 

miliar occurence 'in thei Writings,” are a 
ſufacient afſymance,. Particularly the; Eaſtern 
Nations werefo mad-ppon Divination, that 
(ED AND they are full:-of 1 the Baſp «16.2.6. 
ſeems uſed-provetbially by the Prophet,” ro 


| fea dorth thar mighty paſſion with which the 


Tews were carried after. Divination-and the 
knowledg,.of- Bururities, And; with how 


eafie Faith-the Fews uſed romeet any pte- 


cenders $0: Prophecy, «though. calling cheni 
(to; the moſt open defiance .of - Reaſon and 
Religion-) Jdolarry, the Writings of - the 
Old: Teftgnenc will ſufficiently reſolve us. 
And Ciriſtians (rhough chefe Vulgar Pxo- 
phecies have, been - proved; by an infinite - 
Experience, a dead catch , deyoid- of the 
ket trach aud perſpicuicy) ſtoop as greedi- 
ly-t6' them; whenever chrowmwbefore them; - 
a$4t they-were all-Oracle, For PAY: eattly* . 
$ | CllEVE 


' believe no man to be ſo projeedly Athe- 
iſtical, as'to intitle God tothe: Viſions of 
* " his own brain: not conſidering that the 

ſpirit of heated Melancholy - may inſpire 
eſe Prophets, and abuſe:them with fome 
vigorous impreſſions as much as they do: 96 
ther men, | 
- Now it cannot but ſeem.ſtrange to: onr 
firſt a 6. that while all other-Sects 
and impoſtures ſuited to the preſent guſto of 
the" people, have had their peculiar times 


and places of ac; e, and the. Wheel of || 


Fortune (asit is, ) hath gone over them 
ah and cruſh'd nga aecy od op 
: Pretences tO : ecy provean 
obſtinate cheat which. all Ages and Nations 
have been thus gull'd withal; eſpecially con- 
{idering that. the hiding of Events from us 
is ſo great a ſecurity to the quiet of our 
minds, and felieiries are always greater, and 
Evils (becauſe they then afflit us but-once) 
the lighter,-which do ſurprize us, This fo 
ſtrange and catholick a Vanity muſt deter- 
mige our Inquiries after ſome catholick and 
immutcable Cauſes in humane Nagiite which 
ae us. ſome; probable account there- 
bor They are-.(I conceive) eſpecially theſe 
caree : | > £324 
I, A catholick preſumption of the fingulat 
readineſs of God ane. A with Mun, 


<C 
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eſpecially if a more refined perſon; 1270 | 
92D 


Car.t, Pile Dripiittes. 
Dyn 1997 HYD and purare from al 
rh of the prople-(as- Male fes 
Propher' muſt be, - This perfwaſion may 
grow either frony a kind bf -racitfenſe in the 
Soul that it was made-for 'cotverſe "with 
God, to refer-ro him, *ro derive liphe and 
lawfrom kim, ' A' remembratice. of which 
birthright''6f'the Soul Temained a while in 
the more {imple and irinocent years'of the 
World, in-thar frequent intercourſe berween A 
God and/Man, 'by che miflion of Angels; * 
. vouchſahing of 'divine Viftons and Prophe- -_t 
cies, immediate Oracles,and that adminiſtra- 
tion of civil affdirs in'the Fewfh'Kingdom 
by the immediate direion'of -God: himmfelf: 
Oreelſe (which is moreexplicable) it'-might 
poſſibly ariſe from #/fanraſtical :meaſure' of 
goodneſs in God. ' Men have ,thought” it 
could-not ſtand with'the goodneſs of God: 
to-ſuppoſe him-reſerved,: amb.ro leave thent 

in che dark 'in ſome very'doubtrful and per= 
plexed circumftatices of life *: and" therefore 
Dit ſint, divinatio eſt was thought by Twl- 
m_ others-a very natural :conſequenee, 

Anda late Writer, to prove Prophecy not 
yetceaſed, placeth this in the front/of his 
demonſtrations ({0 he calls them) rhetterndl 
daration of the Divine Goodneſs and Bounty: 
which'wilt oblige him (faich he) to as free a 
communication © of * this *propherick= light 

- now, as in the years of old: and therefore 
C concludes 


"ea S272 & 


26 | + Iht-Favity-of GCap.n, 
| Concludes his Argument with 2 brand upon 
þ _— the finexcuſable wickedxefs and r | 
I ark or thoſe amen who- would have:this. .Fountary of 
malitia & te- Djwvane Grate dried up, while. denying Pro- 
bone 4211s PRECY. Butwhoart thou, © warn man, that 
| gratie fontem Wt thus mere out the Heavens with t 
_ exfccarimb0- an ? prefer thy-ſhort thoughts of what is 
| on minus fit and good thermeaſures of infinire Bounty 
* peccido quamand Goodneſs 2: .Doth not the: Papiſt con» 
Fees Eludean infallible ſpirit in the Church, from" 
26.18, theſame topick:the Enthuſiaſt doth a'pros 
A ebaeFT phetical ſpirit thgrein, even becauſe God's 
2pud Coman ; goodneſs will-not; permit him-to withhold {0 
in Hiſt. Re- greata Bleſſing £ Certainly if God's gagd- 
"ee 020+ neſs prove the :{pirit- of Prophecy to beat 
all-in the Church, ic will prove -it alſo 
plentifully-poured out now, as in the primi- 
tive Times, God being as rich in goodneſs 
howas then, | 4} 
12. Opinions of this World :vaſt and un- 
meaſured, i another great ſupport of the cre- 
dit of Yulgar Prophecies, Men in all times 
have been apt to value the concerns of this 
World amiſs, to:think perſons and affairs 
hold the fame placein the thoughts.of God 
as,of_a-man,- and could - nor i imagine that 
what was a great reality rotheir-\mchanted 
minds,”was but ma qeruae, a Sreat Path. 
cy-ut- the account of Heayews and! rhere+ 
fore. eaſily conceived that [all Evetitsof 
greater 'note Game with obſTalany: Wed | 
6* ac 


w—_ 
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tocun before and give notice when ever they 
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an) one ta ſpeak a different ſenſe, let him take ps Yoee0 dh 


| Vulgar Prophtcles, wn 
Bhad the harbinger of a Prodigy, or Prophecy 


xe coming. after, This Yulgar Judgmeng 
of neg. forth chat ipeech 3 the 
| Roman s Hiſtorian Kas 94 mans "FAY Zefn. 
Rt 8c It bath often. occurred to. my. iſtor. |. 2; 
thoughts as a Wander, that when the City of 
Byzantium hath riſen ſo exceedingly, that ng 
ſity beſides can vie fortungs or greatneſs with 


wer grven our Auceſtors 2 Wo the Gods of 
its ſrugular felicities aud increaſe, And my 
(toys! ts (as he goes on) oft z#nping up 
th = ſtrange inſtance, LIES Th CR ISP 


twrned over. many YValumes- of Hiſtory, 4 
Golledtions of Oracles, ſcarce at laſt we 1 
Ai 08 a8 Oracle of- Sibylla Erythr 
ich ſeems to carry ſome Probes ayts. - 
the. ſucceeding grandeur of this City, But 
yet. 576 a ful recital of the Quacle, e con- 
cluges (as he hadreaſon,ſo logſe.a0g eneral 
the words are) 1f the oracle ſha lem tgHi fer 
ago: y G74- 
{out if he pleaſe. | OP xe, TUNT of 
3, There. w in the minds of men. an ins 1, 
finixe thirſt after the knowledg of Fatt: 
What purchaſe would bethought (by m 
men) tao great for the knoyledg of as 
things as theſe, How long ſuch- 4 King ſhall 
A who ſhall ſucceed tothe Throne, when 
GC 3. "—_— 
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Antichriſt ſhall fall, how long they ſhall live 
whom oa 87 and what ſhal p the iſſue 
of ſuch a War, when ſuch a cloud of afflidti- 
on ſhall go of from their Tabernacle : this 
thirſt made the Religion of the Gept:les (that 
thought there was nothing beyond the Hg- 
rizon of ſenſe) almoſt nothing but a conti- 
nued Divination, an unwearted purſuit of 


this knowledg , in Oracles, in Omens, in 


| Prophecies, in Prodigies, in Augries, inthe 


g Hol. 4.12, 


Signs of Heaven, in the Guts of the Sacti- 
fice, and the like atid ſo far befooled them 
that they oft preferred the ravings of a 
mad-man, the chirpings of a Bird, the babble 
of an Aſtrologer, and the Dreams of an old 
woman, to greater veneration-then the words 
of the wiſe , and made the ſmoke of his 

ouſe appear. a better Oracle then the man 
of counſel that dwelt in it. And an impati- 
erice of the ignorance of things to come, 
fooled the Fews as well as the Gentiles out 
of their Reaſon and Religion both at once, 
tempting them to 8 ack counſel at their 
ffocks, and to ſeek to their Staff to declare 
futurities #uto them, Amongſt our ſelves a 


like affeion for this knowledg betrays ſo | 


many men to ſuch Opinions of Aſtrologers, 
Fortune-tellers, the preditions of Enthu- 
fiaſts, and men upon a death-bed, Look as 
thoſe groſs vapors, which, while here be- 
low, are of no name and conſideration, bat 

as 


Cav, I, Vole Prophecies 
zs ſoon as they, mount the. Heavens, and 
any light and fire with pay the eyes 
of men upon them, and are thought Divine 

ages, Thus thoſe perfons,. whoſe groſl- 
neſs and dulneſs jn all matters referring to 
Religion, Learning or common life, rendred 
them ro the neglect or pity of ſober men, as 
ſoon as that black humor in them takes fire, 
1nd the men ſeem to ſpeak from Heaven, 
and to carry a prophetick light with them, 
they preſently become conſt derable, aeads 
yanced the common Subjects of Diſcourſe, 
their Prophecies are ſtudied more then the 
Bible, and men wonder to ſee how little 
thoſe fools-bolts miſt of the mark they were 
level'd unto, 

Now the teeth of men have thus water'd 
for this forbidden fruit, the knowledg of 
_ to come, partly from a wks and 
childiſhneſs of temper whereby they cannor 


reliſh and digeſt the frong meat of ſubſtan- 


tal Do&trine and ſolid argument ; partly 
foi ſome preſent uneafineſs of condition, 
the duration whereof looks like an Ecerni- 


|, ty e6'their'thorr ſpirits, while they know 


n6/ end thereof; pattly in a vain hope thar 
act6fding' 2 2 900d 6r an evil is vropheſied 
hem! fo their dilig ence may be 
| profnore iror Tent it, 
In © ite of '4l/ (hi premiſes , 
have yphied"my- af'with the. ofeater No 
T3 riouſ- 


Jer.23.26, 


” hs 


"She Panity of © Cas:1; 
ri6uſne(s to fink the" reparation of thoſe 
pretending. Prophecies which ſo much in- 
groſs the ſtudies and. affeRtions of -many 
men , and ro Evince that pretenders tg: 
Predi&ions now , are, in all likelihood, 
Prophets onely of the deceit of their-omp 
heaft, and that none of their Prophetics 
ate to be attended to, as the certain in- 
dications of a fature time, 

Lt Q 


c 
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from the unworthineſs of. the Pretenders 
to shem, a” 


zr- A 


All things and Perſons thought by the Heathens 10 partake 
ſomewhat of 4 Prophetick Power.. Wiſdom onely exclur ” 4 
ded. by them from-any_ ſhare in that giſt. The Per(waſon 
too much abetted'by ſome Chriſtians. To reprehend which, 
the firſt Conſideration is propofed.” That Prophetich 
Maxim, That. Prophecy reſts not but. upon. a wiſe, a valir- 
ant and a rich man, how anderſtood by the Modern Jews ; 
A conjeFuye concerning the Reaſon of it, in their ſenſe. 
How underſtood by the more Ancient Jews, ſhewn 4t 
large from their Writings. God's Prophets never mad in 
4 Prophetick fit, Wiſe-men an ancient addition of the 
Prophets : the title uſurped by the Ancient Philoſophers 
and Magicians, Jews, Chriſtians and Heathens required. 
Sanfity in order to true Prophecy. None born Prophets 
of the Jews, and why. Our pretended Prophets largely 
proved devoid. of all true Prophetical qualifications, and 
therefore not creditable. The Church of Rome why ſq 
fraitful in ſuch Prophets, | EC 


Ow much a fond affection for Pro: 
phecy had-blinded the Minds of the 
Erhmick World, appears by their conceiting 
the Prophetick light as mach diffuſed as the 
nacural , and: that as everyithing did,5ac+ 
cording' to its meaſure , participate of -ohe; 
i Goodneſs, ſo of the Preſfaience of 'God, ipfus boni T4 
They regarded 'the whole World, and' alfonn15»s _ 
the * parts thereof, but as {0 many ſofteo?7%%: tw 

| Perf 7T m 5 
quod vaticinii, Jambl,de. Myſter. Agyp. ms p.89. k Tanta rr { 
Providentie ad offendenda nobis figna, ut etiam in calguli, virgs, lignyg 
tapidibus, fiumente; Jarini, indicia/prabeat futurorum,W6: 1d. ib, p17 6; -, 


C 4 Oracles ; 


4 


The Yanity.of  Cap,y) 
Oracles : not a,S$tar or Comet in the Fir- 
mament, not a Monſter on Earth,nor a Staff | 
in the Wood, not a Gut in the Sacrifice, nor 
a Line in the'Hand, but was thought pro- 
phetical, The Earth was thoughr pregnant 
witha ! dung pedhug © meSug SHomuny, 1 
* kind of Prophetick efflux and moſt Divine 
Spirit, able to inſpire the Pythia which ſtood 
overit, The Souls of all men were thought 
continually uttering ſome ſofter voices of 
Prophecy, but. could not be heard till a 
Dream,or an Ecſtacy,or a Frenzy had huſh'd 
the clamors of an obſtreperous Reaſon ; and 
therefore even perſons which could not 
ſpeak ſenſe, yer were preſumed able 'to 


k a Prophecy. In ſhort,every thing was 
nor pregnant with ſome Preſage, but 
onely Reaſon and the Mind that had wiſ- 
dom; for as to that, their Doctrine was 


mn 1m Geornos maxi amgpeper @ wer «| 


mruoCiyvun'@ Wvoaczonay, mortal wiſdom 
(ſtylo novo, corrupt Reaſon) diverts and ex- 
tinguiſheth that Enthuſiaſm which would 
ps: nas riſe upon the Soul. And I am for- 
ry to ſee, that amidſt all chis light which falls 
upon us from Heaven, men ſhould yet be ſo 
little-awakened out of the Dreams of Gez- 
_ as to think Divination almoſt as ta- 
miliar a thing as the Heathens did z and that 
while we profeſs Miracles the Seal of Faith, 
and Prophecy the Rule, and. Propher the 


gear 


F Car,2, FPulgar Prophecies, 


of every idle y 


eat title of the Lord thereof, we ſhould 
ſo laviſh of theſe ſacred. names, as to. 


throw them away upon every prodigy 


which our Philofophy cannot Salve z - and 
ſhould Ri}l conceic a monſter, a Comet, a 
great wind, the falling of the falt, or the 
ingling of the ears as prophetical as they 
lid ; and profane the ſacred title of prophe- 
cy by beſtowing it upon the crazy fancies 
riffoniſ s and be ready to call 
him a Prophet, that hath ſcarce reaſon'or 
morality enough to intitle him May, 

That this is no ſcandal may in part ap- 
pear from the fore-going Treatiſe, but will 
more fully by what time wediſmiſs our firſt 
Conſideration to reprehend the vanity of 
receiving theſe Vulgar Prophecies as Gods 
ſigns of the condition of a future time z 


which is this, The Prophets which deliver cg... 
, them are generally dcvoid of all the Prophe- 


tick qualifications neceſſary t6 conciliate reve- 
rence to their Perſons and Prophecies, What 
theſe are we may beſt learn from the Jew- 
iſh Maſters ; now with them, 'tis a ruling 
Maxim ny Ox Imp IR23n Pea 


where by the Wiſe man, they underſtand a 
Man of prudence, and well practiced eſpe- 
cially in their Cabbaliſtical and traditional 
learning,in great price with them : the other 

| WOrCc'S 


n Maimonid. 
Pref. in Sed, 
Vw) 122 DaIN Prophecy reſts not but Zer. & de 

upon 4 wiſe, a valiant and a rich man: Ta. GT 


JE. * The Vanity of 
ſenſe and meahing of them; becauſe obſer- 
ving in'Scriptute ſo-much cotirage attending 

| _ the -prophetick Spirit, 'and''generally grear 
eVid. Forſt-in riches, excepting'i'(® ſay they ) in the in- 


 Not.adMaim. ,, © 4." | 
| v.98. m taticesof Moſes} Samuel, Amos and Fona, 


ceflities, nor /yet-(I think) any of the 
Prophets, except' in a time+ of ſome 
| cotamon” calamiity;\when their ſtraits and 
_ p2.Cor-6-2- indigencies were «rather a #? teſtimony 'to 
'3-"7* their office then a ſcandal, Bur'I think the 
moſt rational account thar can be giver of 
this Maxim-thus expounded, is this; The 
oreateſt aſſurances which Faith can require 
inthe Prophet himſelf , are theſe two : thar 
_— a-perſon not apt to be deceived 

imfelf (by taking the impreſſions of a 
ſtrong Fancy forthe hand of God upon him) 
which - therefors, ” that firſt requiſite of 
 , 1,» mWiſdom ſecures: him from the Suſpicion of 2 
q Ag d0 | _ | 

227% 0; 4, and that he appeara pane not apt to de- 
| $0 4m- CEvEothers, ' Now all aptneſs- to deceive 
Two, 3 1s. gthers grows either from 'a fear of diſplea- 
Tp GATI Hy 
 T,1d!e 70 
| GoCeraXN, 
 Artemid. O- 


” meiroc, 1.2, - . : 
E £.74- fear or hope, | they make him armed with va- 


F +1429 lorandriches, And perhaps that *Maxim we 
- 7175 cx met with beforeamong the hearthens (ſome-. 
- 69» 019829 what" like this among the- preſent Jews) 


" 


by ſome grateful 'prediftion ; and wor 


43 Cav,z” | 
words' they expound in the-rigid and uſual: 


who yet did of eonflict with' extreme ne-" 


ſimg' by ſome gieiviz, or hope of reward 


that he may be proof "againſt cempraion from 


C 
if 
fi 
b 
J 
| 


might 
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mi#ht carry fome reſpe&s to ſome ſuch con- 
fiderations as 'theſe, | | "4 
- But I conceive the more Ancient Rab- 
bies intended ſome richer Sence in this Ma- 
tim ; underſtanding DIM the Wiſe mar, 
ih 2 more 1ax'and general fignification': fo as 
co comprehend 'a perſon furniſhed with all 
the kinds! off wiſdom: with Natural  wiſ- 
40», that is, Soundneſs of mind both be- 
fore and in the tirtie of the prophetick affa- 
ts, Accordingly, * Yorſfrz tells us from, p,,g.u5.cup. 


the wrngs of "the Jews gone among ma- 
ny other prepatarory requiſites to prophecy, 
the firſt Py dovin is yIE SE 
# Naturdl ti ſþvfition,an &xpama, a firm and 
ſonnd conſtitution of body, that there ap- " 
pear tio ſhew of a perſon crazy and ſunk $ 
mto'phantaſms, And'* all writers ancient ,y pu; 
and modern have been careful to ſecure the Trear. ofthe 
Divine Prophets in the Opinion of being 99725 tt. | 
ſober and tational, even'while acted by the ”_, "Aurig: v4 
Prophetick Spirit, fully able fb conceive and Heb.l.1.Dif.4 
expreſs what was ſealed upon their minds by x 
the hand of God npon them, God ſome- oy 
tines ſent his Servants (as *Fpiphanizs di- | 7g men: 
ftinguiſheth) teazov 73 Yar, the Erftary 
of fleep (in the filence” and” compoſure 
whereof, the Soul might beſt atrend' che 
folter whiſperings of the Spirit )' vx Hecr- 
ow opevedy , not an Ecſtaſy o} mind where- 
by the Underſtanding became uſclets , = 
| the 
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The Vanity of Cay.2' 
the language confuſed and inconſequent : 
thee che Ethnick Prophet was » pyayoy 
NiugyO- 5 the Organ of Fe Devil, ſound- 
ing forth ſuch diſcordant and rude airs as he 
inſpired him with, of which the perſon || 7 
ſcarce retained the remembrance when the | *© 

| 


-=;s ii dE PI: 


fit was over, *'Tis noted of the Idol-Pro- 
phet, that he uſed not to prophecys 5 
u Maim. 146-122 1B u cill in the previous uſe 
ta.c.6.eft.l. of fome extatical ſolemnities, he became || 
frantick and epileptica]. | 
To this Natural was ſuperadded 4 Divize |} 
x Pet.1.xo. Midom, great Skill in the Law of God, and 
wRar3 ſub the myſteries relating to the perſon and 
| #7: 59 Kingdom of the Meſſiah, in conjundtion 
comingebz: With a divine Philoſophy,, the: knowledg 
uſp m_ 4inof the works of Nature, . with reference ta 
vis gearzeT;, Pty and virtue, (the moſt valued learning 
& in2512,7, of thoſe whiter Ages of the World,) God 
Is * did not wuſe to hazard the reputation. of 
| wake -u; his Oracles by truſting them with ſuch Pro- 
ret juſervie- phets, whoſe cudeneſs would have rendered 
= Kava their perſons and tans to the cammoR 
'Grorn Sip.72 (Cons; but the prophetick Spirit found thetrr' 
17- * ormadethem wiſe and-tnderſtandins Wen?” 
*scriwe and that in\ſo eminent adevree, that Neth 
ſecms1o refer tle: of 2300Þ>N wiſe men 7 ſeems t6! have! 
Pond, 6/4: beemvanciently the peculiar additioiof Pie9© 
Jer.8.8,9,10, phets and:uſed':charaeriſtically pJs"$091h?® 
Fo.” * Warwwerf the diſtinare! rifle Xp" 
Ho. 9.7, ® the! Prophits, 'and an expectant WEIAHRP! 


ſacred 
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facred funRion : and therefore an ancient 


Doctor y- of the Jewiſh Nation tells us y cited by 
PDT PDm73_ rTRPu_IPyTT2R Mx Snih,Diſc. 
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gears (the time they aflign to prophecy af- 


ter the ſecond _—_ all the Wiſe-men 


were called the Men of the great Synagoene : 
as Conceiving that title now too Auguſt and 
ſacred for them to wear,as the Primitive Bi- 
ſhops did the title of Apoſtles, to whoſe 
places bur not to their meaſures of the Spi- 
rit they did ſucceed; and from hence it 
came to paſs , that all the Devils prophers 
that aſſumed the skill, uſurpt alſo the ſtile 
of God's Prophets , and were intitled 
: Wiſe men; and perhaps the more anci- z Dan. 2.12. 


| ent Philoſophers amongſt the Gentiles, *asp3 1... 


they borrowed their Wiſdom , ſo alſo the a $eld.de Far 
ſtile of ovpo; or Wiſe men, from the prophe- 4 & Gem. | 
tick DoRors of the Jewiſh church fo emi- © — 
nent in all the parts of Wiſdom, 
By VÞY the rich man there, they un- 

derſtand ( as > Maimonides expounds the b apud CL. D. 
word) 1P2MN2 MDVN the man that rej - fo_en 
ceth in his portion, of riches, hecortunks 

leaſure, which his father hath allotted to 

im, that is of 4 contented and chearful 
Spirit : for as chat water which is not mud- 
ded with Earth nor ruffled with the wind , 
1s moſt apt to receive and refle& an image, 
ſo that Minde which is not ſoyled with co- 


verous 


38 « 
vetous deſires as with earth, nor. diſcompo-. 
ſed with anger or ſorrow, as with. wind, js 
moſt receptive of a prophetick image and: 

' impreflion, Accordingly we find none of 
Gods Prophets. (nay none of his ſervants). 


to this worlds goods; - and- fo. far did they 
ſtand from a moroſe and ſowr. humor, that 
we ſcarce read of any inſpired perſons but 
| cExod.15.21. yere £ frequent in the uſe of the-inſtruments 
my of Muſick, thatby the ſoft and gentle airs 

* >2*King. 3-15. thereof they. might allay all undue heats, 
and charm their unquiet thoughts into til: 

neſs and filence, 

By that. third word 1123 they under- 

- ſtood (I conceive ) theſe three excellep: 

cies: . (1,) Great courage and preſence of 

mind: that which we may find all the 

Prophers in Scripture eminent for : Upon 

which account perhaps, the title of jv, 

ſtout or valiant, became the almoſt diſtin- 

&ive Epithite of a Prophet, Our foremen- 

d Maimon. de tioned d Maſter , ſpeaking of Abraham de- 
7498-1 (cribes him by the character of ITN , 
. - "this flout one. And ſome of the. Rabbzns 
conjecture, that the Moneth T3ſ77 or Sep- 

tember is ſtiled 321 Rx PV, 1 Kings 8,2. 

the moneth of the Yaliant , becauſe (fay 

eMic.z.s, They)three great Prgphecs were born chete- 
| I6.50.7- 10, But this < ſingular preſence gf nynd; 4 


| A539: c, CONCEIVE Tather an effect of ,chen: a, diſpob- 
| tion 


_ The Favityof © Capn, (| 


blemiſhed 1n Scripture for an inordinate loye' 


W : aA oo o_ Woo = as —w * _ IV , » # a © 


'Car.2, Pulgar Prophecies, 39 
tion to the prophetick Spirit. { 2,) Power 
over inordinate affettions, for 10 Mai» | 
monides having asked {( upon occafion' of ; 
this Maxim) who « the ſtrong. man: 
makes anſwer 118). FR W313N, the man 
that ſubdues his- concupiſcence ; tor herein 
the true ſtrength and vigor of the Soul re- 
ports it ſelf , that it can maintain its: ſupre- 
macy, and give check to all its rebel-paſ- 
fions: and therefore &yze4Tex - (a word 
uſed in Scripture for temperance). ſignifies'a 
haying ſomewhat in ones power, and hokd- 
ing it within the compaſs of ones ſtrength. 
Al inordinate paſſions the Fews uſed to 
ſtile the wails of the Prophets, Which inter- 
cepted the light of Prophecy; ready other- 
I wiſe to fall upon them ; and therefore right- 
ly judged, a power over the motions of the 
lower Soul eſſential ro the Prophetick 
State, (3,) Singular gravity and 'ſeve+ 
rity of life and manners : tor in ſuch a ſence 
the word occurs, 2 Sam. 22,26, 1131] Dy 
IDN with the trongly or heroically per- 
fett, thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf perfetF, Anda 
late flearned Papiſt concetyes that the title f Facob. Bold, 
of £2'1123 Gep, 6, 4, was anciently-the 77 Exclel-anje 
ditin&ive charaer of the Prophets; and (©) <9) 
thac/we are not there and in other places to | 
underſtand ( as * we tranſlate; it) 'Gyonts , 
fed homines virtute & {antHitate- ad mirace- 
lum nſque potentes,, & Gaſs Gygantts + tor _ 


which 


Þ 
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whichhe gives ſevetabreaſons, 'Tr'hathbeen 
the acknowledged dodrine” both of Pewy. 
Chriſtians, yea pre yang j that God"hever 
ſers up'a _ light-bur' in\golden 
candle-ſticks, perſons of moſt refined'minds 
and maners,' * Amongſt the Jews it*obtained 


: _— ſo. much', that s Maimonides tells us "that 


nemo 4 
fuit,qui dice- hitherto there wes never the man that would 


| - Te voluerit, ſay that God did cauſe” the Divine" Maje 
won to dwell in a bad man, but then only when 


Divinam ba- had reformed he life : 'nay ſo affar'd were 
bitare facere they in this Doctrine, 'that the ſame Maſter 


in viro malo, 


ſed tum demi. _ as elſewhere, that if a prophet ariſe 
þ in melius ſhew them a ſigner or 'a wonder, yet 'they 


_—_ ” m— him not, if not found to have' walktd 


Maimon. Mor. "1W) "WA x27 he ,in the waies of 


Nene en rpc, in htneſs and {poatine fr 


h De ſundem. the world, in the ſtudy of Wiſdom, 8c" And 
rech7.kci2as much was this doctrine ſubſcribed-unto 
Fud.Quic rer. - the Chriſtians. * Origen takes notice 

divheres. that the Prophers God ever ſpake by ; 
=" .Celſ- vere eminent Sim a# Piov Wo wipmyy x94 
(00d e% evgvor, for the en hi ſantt1- 
ty and incomparable ſettledne e and 

* kCbrifta co. a9 ra many gr beſides x re 
fire de Vari. CIted by a k Modera' writer concerning Pro- 
cin.l.3. c.11. phecy, And the very Heathens ghe 
EX 16, the -Divine Majeſty did ſo hate to rouch 
| any unclean thing , chat the prophetick i 
lapſes could never grace an impureSoul, 4rr- 
ferls (ſpeaking of- -prophece dreams) tells 
us 
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mo (+ $-4P they. are-: dues few: 


[op  Vulgar. Propbecits, 


Fore 


pn. Biyaigors E '$eovaupaturitc, 2 
-my on army, 'andithat ihe fenis'#i 
net 1p the beſt dud wiſeft of "new, bun indif- 
ferently and'a it happens, is an: abſurd con+ 
ceit + ahditherefore the witer heachens- 
phied themfe{ves for che reception of anyidi- 
yiae communicaaions by :abſtinencies, waits 
ings,\ ſome--faneiſtical ſcparations*and:ifan« 
Qtiesz wi peoretlt upon a-raciciſenſe 
of this truth rhar che lighr.of hewwen'icanave 
thine chrongh-dirr-and filth, -aor' God :over 
make an 
Oracle, - And:1f Fve confulr:Seripture:; we 
ſhall find'thac howſbever: cheorder of Kings 
by:whom: che :Judiciat;, land of Prieffs 


_ | whotn the Ceremonial: t Ao was adminiftre 


was maintained. a:naturaland hereditary 
uccobqn.af ns in 'the/families of D4- 

al ny yet the orderiof | Prophers 
(by; w are the 1Morablzy was -eſpecial- 
ly 


ly ſcoured) mas dlwiics elective : never any 


borti Propheni of the Fews:; but the office. 


was: ſerved/by.fuch perſcds: as :God- found 
qualified , way with; wiſdom, 'always 


with: piety, ; - Andicherefore wur Savior tells 
hees m by therr n —_—— 
magiers, as forme do- 15. + 


yMOEaY. Japan! 4 tal{-Prop 

- (otne e 

Qrine which. dice&ly- tends ro ©9--incourage 
them;.,»As forthe: inſtatices of * Amos, 'Ba- 
wa and- ——_— may: hevppoldd 


lowed. place: ; os: perſon; his 


AT. 


De Divin. fer 
Inſom.c.1. & 
:Tamblic. de » 
myſt, AE g)Þt- 
cap. cut, ttt. 
inſpirat. vacat. 


& &c, 
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n Amos 7. 14. 


greatly : wanti 
our litcle Prop 
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onjpaten Vis "hs EE 
. Prophets (deriv 
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F: Wong aT 
peice, kind 
TONES of old \ Yes | 
dem $ © forks uch 
| rraſrare = _ Wo : get a pact z,part of.1 
ble and nota- fafy; have rifef the, 
adding milh cells and hermit the bog of th l 
Roman C:- ſeparations from Cone aty and honeſt Pi f 
tholicks. 34 neſs, the high applau us" of an abſttaet and 
gone i699: ecſtarical devotion, tht ſevere diſciplines of 
the boo by exe Ore 3 wg S and Ki ve | 
rip ftri Fi 


Ohs and_prophetick in(Þi 
to dep ns of 3 w 
ye flowy,out of th 

YBS\ In vg &s, that the" Council of 

Contidhct;. AMV 1.415, was conven'd: (as 
Pow by. reſls: us) E ally * t6 detetmiſtep Tra. de 
which ſhould: rn or Canonical - and Probecgpir. 

whic! ud 07 Go fu ers in that 

_— put, 


ob athone $#} Piitwuhn, 


noi wn ou TE Fs, 
Noe: wg, "I 5 
HVIp#. # quinidam Ererbitabs ; 


hich hoqot ith 8 gg ty 6d 
Ch 


poi z * Fax Crit more 7; ſolimy a 
GR - Viſions ind 'pretetided Pro 

of pethaps will that. refm be 

NY "i" bolt let fly without aim, if the 

62det contidet. Lal liolv - freqieric ſach 

robe | ;Viſlons ind! lapſes are with theſe 

vfts; Revelations abatly ate as familiar 
Ei chert as Argumenrs with other men , 

D 2 | thoſe 


© q Vid. Reve 


Div. Epitom. nayand Prabicins, whichtof lace years have 


" Tha Vanirgaf Cav 4] 
| thoſe. three 4 Prophets 3Korrerms 3) Chriſty: 


madeſuch3a.noiſer» Germany > (aStriiitfilim 
Enthuſiaſtsis:4f-2c4in 'mbnfters) had:cheis 
weekly .ordayly Viſions; 'and” beard) fioni 
Gotalmoft-epety day: 7and_-rhe' Viſions! of 
any one of them may comparenumbersnith 
all-that the-prophetick writings' make met\« 
tion of, 1A; conſideration that will1give us 
a:great; jealouſy 'chat rheimoſt of chem'wetp! 
but; 'the' viſtons/6f 'a;diſturbed Fanoy;vand 
the ſpurious iflues of chae-inchancing Hymor 
ot:{Melanebdly, which \wilh preſehcas maty 
delaſive.unages:;to amman as:a'conjurery glaſs} 
And perhaps, /\therefore did-che holy'Pro- 
phers retard the; ;year and; theimonth when 


they rebeivet| the divine illapſes ,. char ſo |} 


their Viſions and Prophecies 'mighr:nor! be 
thought "rhe faral' and: thetefore- 
workings pf -that: black humor -in-chen, 
but-the arbitrary, and therefore ofr<interap- 
ted ,, Valns-of the 'true'prophecick Spirie; 
. It we proceed next to make'fearch-inro 
their' acquired-F/dow: ;; we thall ſoon iper- 
ceive them-greatly unwarchy the title, they 
aſtume :; Is the'hundredrh-part of them'(as 
tormerly); amproved by-any ingenuous edu- 
cations .are;.;they ' not; + perſons » generally 
whoſe grolgeſs and: ignotance' gives them a 
great confidence, credulity,'andtatkarive- 
neſs , three gifts of fingular* uſe to _ of 
their 
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Cant) YV wlgar Prophecies, A5 
theit profeſſions are they'not fillywomen, 

$/ Btrpit; 8. Hildebarilis , 8: Catherins$e- 

nenſes; 87:Feteſta, 8; Matild, '$. Elizabeth, 

which are of greateſt name for Prophecy in 
the-Romifh Church*'.' Who wereche men _ 

in. the ate'times that moſt affected the Opi- 

pion of-Prophecy! and infpiration, but -they 

which {like the*Lyon in-facred writ) would r Kin. : 3.18 
ghdly tear” God's learned Prophets -in 

pieces; but had a kindneſs for the-Afs © The 

Ebionites (a ſort of ancient Enthultaſts ) 

* Buſcbrns tells took 'their name-0:1ginally » j;5, 1. c.,-7 
from-' the Hebrew; word ' 1V23N* ſignifying ; 
pour; Ste whey ogeidh mis Afgvoies arr, 

becaviſe of = ns of their underſtanding: 

and 's Calvin tpeaking of the Enthuſtaſts of —— wo 


| his time, faith of-themt, 1997477 (ſunt ſupra 


fuam dici-peſtzt'; andas vaſt 'as that number 
of. pretenders'to revelation was in' Germany, 
(even 140000) the* Hiſtorian relates; 7 Slcid. Com- 
tanta' hominum- colfuvie, ne unus quidems a 
inventus: traditur qui- liters djdrcerit : in 
ſuch 4+omt of people, the followers of theit 
Prophet-Muncer, not 8 man was found that 
rould_vead 3 and! of 4 David George ( thaty ru David 
famous- few New-light of Germany in» theille homo exi 
laſbAge)/?tis recorded, that He was a man peci (ot 
of little Learning; but of an extraordinary philauie mi 
felf-teve.- *Fis only becauſe the men_areFim<.Ub.Em, 
in-the-dark; that every:rotten imagination _ y ny 
ſhines-to- them and looks like Prophecy, y.47. © 
D3 They 


fancy, b 


Th fily'1m 'by::a b 
ey e-exfily in o_— rr epfhng hou 


able rorlabuſe ic lf by” aniappeat oſs 
ſober and\exiduring- if! CL 21911506 
And\ther Momls:will.appear as 


anwot- 
thy of the Propherick dignity as thew:lnte\4 


lequals,-:''Are: thapnocperons: | peneelly 
diſconceared Gu che: preſent; Rataiagh 
things; -and' therefore ;alap the-axinthgreh 
Samuel: over the donibe Sedition;,-and.auf; 
gue the wiſhes or xabqwagements: wad 
ome ml os No theficred ha ofa 
Prophecy #,\ t not perfons: 
extrem py Selena tlikng 
eies much upoy the remards of nryaet 
are they. noriperſons'cammonty atiavey 
moro(s ang--ſowr: Lace v1.5 ol ally —_ 
they perceive them neglected: 
thereany. waa ofthax: mw 7 Wlaviqw? 
real antity of _ the praficg 
applauſes. of this d which amadenhe: ts 
ces of God's nate to ſhine before anen's 
What indifferency to the HOprm*Rs: 0&:men 
difcovets it ſelf in themes How-mnuch the 


- notices [of men affect them, -2 ; bom 


the many Ecce's and: Selahis:t op athx [70 
their propherick Speeches if ever” they 
chance-'to hit... -Vy:hereas. we 7 cet a 
that howſoever there be; a yery.Crith 
tice taken'm. the Golpgls how aÞl: 


borh of typical and- verbal prophery come 
re 


The V anity of Cay,z, 
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y Camez Yulgay Prophecies, 
retbih thepaorof gar Savior;..and how all 
weeicbatty fulgHed which reerred: to him 


IRE; AER faich-info. concerning 
anarticle as his-bbzng) che-truo'Afeſeb) yes 


cheve1is © litdle intimarion given when and 
hw chate!other:prophecies (Gin Dawel eſpe- 
clliyand the Revelations) of a more com- 
pow mid worklly reference, had- their ac- 
ents, that there is ſcarce any ar 
gemerte rherein Divines more labor chen in in 
the places and ſeaſons of them : 
and rhis;| that (God's Prophets might ap- 
þ from themſelves, and nothing 
icous/abont- the Opinion of a vain'man, 
Bur eſpecially notorious ſhall. we find theſe 


meme hamearerr for Senſuallity and Se- 
dition; ater anaracher ſuch 
2n intindoy' with God) ftand branded with 


Seu and- oppoſition to Magiſtrates, 


dimes taught and practiced by the Mwnoers- 
mrinGermuany, were Multiplicity of Wives, 
and No' neceffity of  Magiftracy » and thir 
falſe refs (whether: perſon of Socie- 


who wasawery turbulent and a very lafcivi- 
ous Woman, W hereas when the erueSpirit 
ofi1Þ phecy was poivred ouruponr mien in 
the Pramitive- times, -it- made- chem famons 
eſpecially: for puriey, anda "<4 ſtbmifit- 
On 


wv Sadred: wit,  Mahomet was a moſt un- hag 8. Jud, 
cleanand turbulent Prophet,” the chief Do- ; p:.... co. 


ty Yih:the Revelation is called-* Fezebet, x Rev.2,re, 


on to the moff inhoumaneMagiftrates,; «:: |,» 

:'T'oz chink now thavebe prophttiole. Spirit 

ity etfoundintbeyprkd) baiks allxliemore 
| End of:God 'thereifi;\allthoſeper- 

ſons hoc i. we ar-kvenited Teatning war 

moſt likelyto; xt their, 

- ” meſſage; and dwells: with thoſe Shich ive 

: ſcarceany thing of, man; beſides ptech and; 

figure, is to approach vety near che :judg-, 

ment of the -01d - Heathens;ſubſtmbed,.by 

7 Dvilede\, 2 Celſms, i thas bruit beaſts; mene; vet; auly -meſer 

ge Y then Mankind; but mart dear ty Godtcot- 
C599 + 331 Exit calily :pardandble;toicheit; byprraefing 

avIpa Toy that God conveyed: the:know, of+fulth 

ev9395, dd yithes; th; man,thitofgh: them; The z-Fathery 

2 509-34 chought it Wafficienrly;co reprogali ahedfack 

© cont.Cel.1.4. > all cn te APs pert ere 
age Fab; they-were ered)byt: perſonsnago 

rolsne(s>afi their 


z Orig.cont. 
ce1/.1.7-9.337 938-for yothing bue 4he 
ro" - minds ox manners, \T; af here perhaps be. 
 (oppoſed:than very many; modern; Prophets, 
have, been, perſqus of unſtained, lives,» per-; 
ſons . whoſe . piety..and prophecy, reflected, 
a mutual grace,upon each other, - To which 
La anſwer, » That. we ſcarce'ever w with: q 
- +.«.11; Alſe. prophet in Scripture but challenge 
ve Ke _ for | 3 of, lite .or doctrine , and 
a Per-2-12223: cherefore the Spurs which'game out of; the 
7:73. mouth of the,,Falſe Prophet are well-em- 
bRev.16.13. blem'd b bfrogs,. which. as they can only 
croke and m3ke a noiſe, ſo they live in - 
mu 


Tha Kanirg.of Cas; 1) | 


Car.2, V ulgar Propheties, : 
mud, and are impure creatures, And as it 
ws. then, ſ6jvis generallnow, Paracelſus 
Geveral of whoſe Sn ecieSiare.. cxfane) 
walking Dunghi o.offenſivean Ccor- 
= his life) ## ſtory do niot' him, 
i$cummgroe (the 1ralizn Prophet) was con- < ” Hornbeck 
denined;by the Senate of Floyexce, "to" the (701Sninh; 
fire; forging Seditions in the Stare, © Dra- Bet Neapol. 
bicizs do imuch the diſcourſe of late):was of Drake. 
excommunicace-for-tiis ſcandalous maners xifor. pcr 
apt; long before:he: felt a-propheſying, AsF-4-C-p-13t- 
"4 ohe'\Þiery of the reſt; it uſually keeps 
ban ae their) Prophecy, being as-fantaſti- 
a$0 that, «confi! ſome patherical 
-Prayets; veliement ex reflions, : bodily ſeye- 
nies; ! 'affeed anomalies and averſion 
theinnocent uſages of meh,nor INS 
and univerſal Charity/ Bur 
of cheſeper@axwere ſoreally iy religions as 1t 
s.pretended, I-cannot weaken:ther tirle* ro 
by this firſt Conftderation,; but 
may: poſily ieffect it by _ tha ſhall 
ſuected, Nik: 
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Confiderss.2. 15 7 — very ſoap rs pay flea 
them : Ther uo? fue Co, who alone 
able ta: decalare the things that are! 120connr.. 
fOrig.1.7. For* they :feem not- ar all-levef'd {what 
cont. Cell. w_l f TE of - all _ Devil's oo 
- P-335- itions) 'wegs * ” © renarettu 
eorxluy X2/TopoOwa Ne 1 wane to the bet- 
tering: and correttion' of | 'mens lives. mud 
maners, but-rather to Curioſity and-Seili- 
tion.in'the State, *,God ia Gldom owned un 
them. as the Author of the Evils forezold, 
nar Repentahce.as the femedy;:/*/They tres 
Lama betray|men (by\fome:ambuguons 


expreſſion) 


Cara) 


Gee oo ca < > 29 *£LJ- d 


ys _ Mr hte. 


Cars; ty: pry 4 F1 
preſſion). to the Evils they (gem to wary 
of, * They cdinipadly)come. forth, 
agren NEE. 


ASTD RE 
—_— Ne they gr 


wy. 


EEE 
Fagt it may ſerve t0.a0y ing A, 
Fe .GnoWledg | they. pretend: to: SAVEs 1% 
| leco-no great: or by ph] 3 Une 


| om -carry nothing. of thi 
ant mich attends the weeck 
tho grus Spirit af. Prophecy in —_ 
*.Eueass 2r4- oft» foretold in: ther; withone 
theſe.cucumſtances of time, plece, perſans; 
and the like, which might affyre the Events 
cobe as well foreſcen as faretold when they 
come> tor pals,  * The -watters. faretald in 
thee-arecbeap-and trivial, and {uch> as it 
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fill with ivfiet might ſuffice to place their dic 
vine Miffion beyotit&a queſtion, Soje were 
iteeſtedby Wonders, {ome by figns; '{oifie 
byt both,” 0. If then {t6 apply all-this-20 ths 
' Men wonld orice "be 'fo adviſed 
WSJeviga ſome ſuch divine ſign a3-ofed 
heteroforeto credit the Propherick fan&i: 
on 6Pthele prerended Prophets, chey'would 
eertainly all ſnak' away like Joglers:when 
called ro ſhew 1 Miracle What have they 
generally beyond Ordinary befidesgnorance 
and Qiiilenice © What Miracle or Sign doth 
God bear witneſs to their Þ Miſſion 'by ? 
Fhar hive a the great Swelling — 
nthu- 


upon 75 exhib 


af retimony (the occaſions they were 


rv Tally Gas; 4 
been -2t-laft delivered of "hey 
ſide the/ciude air-of fone! flatuleiit inizoy 

> thave'they!-afterall the noiſe they 
have made; bleſt the world with che" dife@e 
yeryof-any uſeful ſecrer-in- Phitoſophy' br 
Diviniry: © are+not" Scripture prophiecies a; 
dark, diſcaſes- as deſperate, .natnre*yail'd 
as much now as informer Ages? dv not.aff 
their books (like the barren fig-tree) bet 
leaves only, 'a few rampant Metaphors,” and 
ſome higher ſtraines of prophetick Scripture; 
jumbled | together like we iuges” of 2 
dream © ſhall we then appear ſo enworrhy 
of the:title we carry as'to t ak 2 few pr 
tical looks and Scripture phraſes ſifficient't 
intitle-a/man to the Opinion- of 418 WS, 
4 Maſfterof light ? as the Fews uſe"to ſtile 
2 Prophet: ' It -is not to be imagined that 
God would ſend' Prophecy into the world 
aq pos have-it regarded, or 'that-it can be 
mis el if it come atcended with nothing 


poltles Nr ha ſuch an extraordinary meaſate- of 
the. Spiric, - there- was "aviewors mduglO., 
manifeſtation ron of the Spirit z as theiextra- 
—_— 'Meafure of the Spirit then poured 
outgave' < teſtimony" to.the Goſpel.” ſothe 
mighty-ſigns: and wonders which artended it 
Ry tothe Spirit, , 
Fo/all'rhis, -I-know, it will be oppoſed 


(HA. wand of theſe inodern Prophets come” 


atten» 


it canbe known, - When' the A+" 


CCRT Prog Tryin gz - Y wW_ PFLmLC__—_ ER 


Ge v,4) mntiite: 

aended fyith-ſigns ſufficent tothe maniwhs | 

| Jizof an bumblefnd reachable rempery whom 

me God ſeeks/to-ſatisfie;a/iz, theſe foury- 

Eminent $Santtity, 4A very liberal and _ 

afulgifi of Prager The age _—_ 
as,- 


Preſizon of oT * ow frons\\and Pr s - 
e-accompli of uery many'rof. their 
py Dig mu all which I all return a 
W.words.” - 
$#ii, St We e- are told that they are perſons 
mery.emment Sandtity., that are w 
oo, fram thepleaſures and: honors of this 
, Jand have no fleſhly-reliſhes 
-in.chem, and therefore 'tis moſt unlike: 
lr:that aha ch 'would-deceive-others orſhould: 
themſelyes by a falſe Prophecy;- 
ogy Lanſwer, There is nothing-agore: 
a A {SanRiry,- 'tis to0 common-- | 
Te Shovght to ſtand. 5m iſome: more. pr | 
54. 4 Sacrament, in vifiting of: at 
oak for extatical devetions, \inithe' 
Jome imespreting garbs, ' Avid Phrav 
s, MRO rig #f.Ch Chriſt Jarve pretty as" 
iribures in doc Libaning with: much zeal : 
ſome odiaus names, "berefie > Antichriſt and 
Sperſtition, n- carrying. it very\marojely#0+.. 
wards. men. of .4 - different. fir from ones 
ſe , in ſome. ſeverer diſciplines and negleGs: 
the body : , _ inp nat v 'eiSunſate-nruſt-- 
ag faith with a prophecy upon a:reppret 
4 ch angry of. the Prapher.: Belades, mo - 


INEn 


qkidewout. affections; -if of. Rrongfangies: 

wiecempen; mmol 

w__ an:indiſcteet uſcok Rew 

ligionbyayery pane and ſolemn thavghry,, 
; retirements; and 


430 ths} 
tenſe. Meditations: ;;- codtiaugl\.tervors and 


endeavercd: heats, unreaſonable: feltings wad 
watchings, the negle& of innocent diy 
ans aud aclaxations;; eſpecially iLjoyn'd with 
the>coutinua}-findy-of| ſome dark/prophecich 
ad. vifieus:in Scripture: (Gmoreiproper:entgal 
rainments for: Men: of great learing,) 0p 
not; ealily\ tail of mtoxicating:themund, wich, 
wild: aud> exttavagant imaginations; x:Tiak 
| overhaining of: them:by ſuch intenſe deve 

d De multi: in abs and fervors, /f: bath-opradesy 


religione & ced-lo-many crack > biiaing?protenided Prim 
enfinns, Phe 2nd: viſeaſ1 3 the Beighun pl 


zncredibilia (&8;0t the;Romrgh.Gharch z/: Whos 


vida. rh adviſedas to cite thaw as the procts of thin! 
bus referenti-' Pi prophetick Spuait ſhe! : laies:; clams 


audivyi. 


unko\; 

Moxeoves,: Ithathever been thePalicy. of\ 

Vo vi2- the Devil.r6do-the.Ghuch uhe 
NiuGhief by men.of; greatet-name;fdr Reakib 
gien;':He knows good manae Jonaſkge+: 

conn y.thofe which ſcem.of-a\feathermirhi 

z and that error will-fodrter: be) 


km from a-piobs them:crunk-Moan; a) 
projane.: n.'; And- therefore; the ofrme? 


ans: :things wwhich::thiey: may 
26% ſtroy 


aan \; Gar 
rackimareſubjes roderheluionsche mer; 


LR GP YC TREE ICIELUCEEPTOESY CET moe. ooo Treg TT wrmgr Pn »® TT w *F LF @ 7, __ 


I_ 


Quo 4) Faber Piyphicics, 
troy che:yogldy mamber,,/ 4 Religious wan 
that s:Fol;; God pertaps- petmitsis thus 
w/be;-hat men might learg/romake hin 
only. Zora tof- their-Faith;-'and.noo:40 give 
anabſolute truſt. (his due alone)->roche: wis! 
ſeſt or beſt of Men, -Gogd-:men are nozavre 
exempt- from miſtakes and-Junacies', them 
they ate a a deqrexos, IG 
gd But 1 __ ay Giackess told, "char mnanyief 
FIT Perſons _ —_ wir 
Fof-prayng incihe H, 
Tacir li m- touch'd by.acoal from 5he 
akear-,: + and fo FR 


apon the Eaddain, Note: uſeth x0'be clo 
quenr? uſed in; its-own concetns, bur. liſps 
and.j3 achildin the ivgodfhearetiatelits 
to; Godun | 
and gar dy i wrt the lips 'and 
ies where words come withour forcing; 
a6 fit- handſomely: about the martery dor+ 
thy 18:4 het, FA (furely) was they which 
Prak but he. Holy-Ghoſt which ſperketh in 
thuns.! — fop. ſuch 
Gngular rnances \ t 

cen gerigh words : (like arrows': 
td'\and:fired) makea very deep and: Frting 


the Sonls _ ' become half 


Oo OY (02 DO OT WO UT WIORETIRe WNNRET WRW—_w——_— WTR_T_ES T_m=EzS 


yo13! traordinary 


thit |cxpraſiions they beſpeak God withall 


age of ice, words thars |; 


the hearts of on _—_ 
while cliey-hang upon the lips of rheſe- an 


X 


eveiarmwn inde eve anc 


eal:ladwape; $3015 517) 19-5 288361; | 
5vTanfiver , Ta arts With + | 4 
__ ronlequent' fhevenito;"YobN'e | ' 

eminds of _— 
Opin of the Men in whom it appe#$% | : 


Cy Irecavee-(like the yt 
chr rhe coun the — —— go 
roftiridony: © \to the \perfowrand- to'Mf 
—_ \ Due - ——_ EE thetybl 
ph gry a Prophet chiefly © 4ſv/dup ut ar; 
———_— iy ifuecrons pricti\ul Dewum' | 
_ 2 gre by — 


| 
| 
, 


18 Wareraldp —_ 
(whiohr 9851til; an rev fperk- 
ing ret GY *; 2 1ttwir al \ ov Ab6. 
ao of Sout;? ir-iSinadleU! raven 

nimbly"-and - wich afe roſy 
ts*and- words, and: thib: affiſtet"odb 
molt” creareds)> by- ſome more-bfisk" wa 
; frits, it may equal, perhaps 'excecd 
mances of moreadvifed choudhrs: 
Naeiaes! heat, -wherem "all! thEGPESS | 
t ow | 


$42.4, Vulgan Prophecies. be 
».ca their proper; principles an fountains, 
(\the-vigal ro the heart, and che animal tothe 
are putinto quick - but manage- 
3ble Bf Priens, doth raiſe in- a maria mote 
exquiſite power of perceptjen,..and 
= {-Þ gre of things to a more 
diſtin, :and.to,come taſter upon: his mind, 
then otherwiſe they would, Hao by- conſe» 
quence, make .the Underſtanding more pre- 
gnant,..and the. expreflions more fluent and 
galy. And theretore when. the Orators of 
old atgribured cheir more fortunate perfor- 
mances and. rhetorical inlargements a cheit 
extempere. declamations before the people, 
(then, mach. i in uſe) tg.the- ſpecial afliſtance 
and.incitation of God z, Quintilian: judict 
gully, gives them. to ther reſent. heat. and 
termentation of ſpuits, the great inſtru- 
ments..whereby the Soul performs all: its 
works,,in this. embodied ſtate, His words 
are. theſe, £ $, quem calor ac Spiritus twlit » © 1,6. Oc: 
frequenter accidit, wut ſucceſſum extempora-|.10.c.7. 
lems.con{equi cara non poſit ; Deum tunc ad- 
fuſe. Keteres. Oratores dichans , ſed ratio 
" | wwanifeſta.oft : nam bene concepti cy: & 
recentes rerum 1magines continuo impetu. f 
runtur, gue nonnunquam mora ftyli refrige 
Chant , & dilate non revertuntur. gd: 
words I ſhall diſmiſs untranſlated, left (like 
liquors put into another vellel) they ſhould 
<a a flatneſs and1ooſe Spirits, 
| F Now 
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34 Th Puiyafn © Cavg) 
-Now theſe: words'gf: intlliun give 2 

200d tccount 'of the Yxvzwpers felidities of 

the Orxtors'of ' thoſe irimes, which'them- 
felves - had \Hiich great-thoughts: of ;"uthar- 

., Selevs Aiydy to ſpeak divinely or by 'iqpira- 
£V- Frenciſ- 450n 8 was the uſu} phraſe —_— they 
clamationib. expreſt" ſpeaking fluencly, patherically-and 
ye.1.3<.14: with coherence , without -more thoughts 
then juſt | uſhered the words they -ſpake, 


And that Spirit which generally in{pires-our 
Divine Orators and makes them -'run-over 
with ſuch winning rhetorick, is -much of 
kind with that which - incited thoſe-ivil 
onesz vis, a natural fervor of temper, ex- 
cited -by ſome ſuperficial affection,” and af- 
fiſted by a plenty of fit expreſſions made {a- 
miliar to them by ſtady'and cuſtom;,- For 
i Inerdum #- ve find men of. very evil lives iTgnatian, 


ebat ut preces ! : 
inter & (acri-k Hacket, and others eminent forithisireli- 


fcia, 1emis gjous Rherorick and fervor; and many of 
ſtuaret,ut on- theſe Orators have conteſt themſelves great- 


nes partes cor: Iy ftraitued and' bound up (as the phraſe 
pork exarie- \<\ "pen: in their cloſets, who-are:icatried 


ſcerent, facies 


;nſtar purpu- With full ſails when to: a&t beforea 'Com- 


&c i & pany ; | becauſe defire of Opinion:makes 


lor. $.J-nat. Them more concerned, excites affection, 
png and conſequently that ardor'ſo effential:taa 


IY ſmooth performance. They are (in the:-Phrife 


314: of Plato) Ira$gu ipecrit ful of the Theater, 
xtempord- . ; , $1 CY) 4mnar 
lis a#io auditorum frequentia us miles concentu fignorum excitafur;ſecindes 
imperu augct placend# eupido; vel 0:4njo; Quidrildi zo: ep © 313 430, 
yes are 


w Tn ww ww .2 


Þ Gant Yolganrgharice 


lt the zlaries.of the. new Hiealem, ſome 
7 \ 3 


t22t 
> 


are touched wich applauſe, and therefore act 
to the height of themſelves, jn publick, . bur 
ae-told:and indifferent.'where: ghe breach 


.of \man- is; wanting: to: excite, and; blow 


them;up, 


- 


nacural-tervor ,and pregnancy of Spirit r9 
wing their Fancies,. and chis heat intended 
by:the inew forces. of an a7 ©. #rIz@- (as 
Longines ſtiles the Earthy vapor which in- 
{pired the-Py#h44 ) an enthukiaſtick , vapor 
of heated Melancholy arifing from the hypo- 
\chaxdria, it cannot fail of diſplaying it ſelf 
in ſuch rapturous and lofty ſtrains of divine 
thetorick ; as: ſhall be yerily thought to 


{;Now-our admired Prophets having this 


flow-m# vena 1ſraels, from the ſame Di-" ©58.26. 


wine Spirit - which inſpired the Prophets : 
when the perſons are but heightned by a 
fume ſomewhat more groſs and unruly then 


that which inſpires our commoanPoets, whoſe 
more happy heats and ſprucer fancies have 


-been thought the iſſue of borrowed Spirits, 
and therefore the: blood of. the grape been 


generally youched by them the moſt gatu- 


-ral-exciter of the poetick vein. Beſides , 
theſe Prophets are much advantaged, tor 
.+ more lively imication of Enthuſiaſm above 
Ahe more. Vulgar pretenders to it, by.an 


exalted Imagination, For the moſt vehe- 
at Objects .of.. Religion, God, Heaves, 


F pro- 


76 | TS Qi | 

'being made 'familiar- 20! | 
? ſtand before. theicaninds 
[ W/ 


Fo d-Srheanis, 
prop of Crbegs 


ind and- affecting” / 
ation is thus boiled:up..and of: 


pri 1 


ten rub'd\upon by-;the; moſt moving 0b: 
jecs,/'it fails i not bf raiſing affectionsanq 
and confequently expreſſions great: and ye-: 


hemenr'as the © objects 


are from whence! 


n Quintil.In- they do-arife, ' And therefore * 2vpntilian;) 


tir 
Co Jo 


o If, 42. 1, 


ora:1'6. tor aſſiſt the power of :Speaking 
vingly  and- fluently extempore (which the 


very - mos 


Orators of thoſe times ſo much endeayour\ 
ed) adviſerh: to imprint upon imagination, 


garmzoa, the images of the t 
ſpeak about:as 1f we'were to ſpea 


o$ We are t9' 
abour the 


murder of any perſon , tuddealy to make 
all che terrible images of the bleeding man 
to walk upon the Scene of Phancy;: and-to: 
ſet (as it were) before our eyes: all: thei 
black circumſtances of the ation, thereby: 
to quicken affection, and by that Expret- 


fion, 


T intend not theſe words to ſtifle the os 
vout ardors of holy men diſplayed inaffe- 


Etionate o'\pantings after God and ar:divie 
Nature, in defires too big tor words; divine 


reliſhes. and that unforced Rhetorick which 
the abun lance of their hearts inſtrucsthem 


unto, when to beſpeak God 1m + pr 


1VvHe, 


| For-our Religion! id no-- more: pleaſe-our 
{elves then God, "if it-xcould not. aviddthe 


heart 


% 
4, 
). 
$) 
ſ/ 


Car,q, Yulgan Propbrojes. 7” 


heart as ons ;1þ4t moneys kind of 
capitmortunm arncheavy, tarkpinſipid thing 

char hear and Sie! Hear N pany 

the \calidum” innatum of the: -New" Man"; 

without +which: he neither lives; nor moves, 
Onlycaremuſt be had; that this heat. and 

zeal Hike the flame wok rbytl re and. 

mount upward, \but without firing the; Per- 
{on$-headzand making'him of tao hot and 

firy -a temper to hear any confinement of 

Opinion or practice, by ; Scripture, laws ar 
the-Reaſons of wiſemen, I have in allthis 

deſigned only the diſparagement of.'the ig- 

norant imaginations of thoſe men ; -which 
(like-the: heathens -of- old) look upon hear 
and-noife, words full of charms thrown one 

without method. or meaſure upon the ſud- 

adainy and very vehement [f-@ions ,ithe 
ſymptomes of a petſon-full of God, and ma+ 

naged by ſome power tranſcendent to natural, 
Whereas-all theſe things, howſoeyer, like 
Meteors,” they-carry an heavenly appearance 
1n-+thereie- of. ignorance ; we have found, of 

- more- common and baſe Extraction; Nor 

1s: the'myghty power: they - may; have- over? 'ExCax- 
the' Spirits of ;others, -any argument to the x4" 9 
contrary ;/ all fluent language , feathered,;,*.4... 
with :ſoft-and- delicate phraſes, and painted ;,ueacious 
with ipathetical accents,” being naturally 7” 4 aa% 
fitred (ag the ſtage will afſore us) tomake,, 21" 
a'deepi imprefcion upon. the heart,” 2 -Plu* nl 3 an, 
gl. F 3 tareh y 


STA x } 
. WW) 
WI": wp 

* 

Js. 2» { &. 2 _ 
" Mage! 

; * IJIJZ2I2JY 
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> df 'r It rare Att, | 
guage, the. Grecian 'S fr; 
a, | "t6mpe dfing and deliverit 
chef” tations”. cells'us, that they" ſera 
a kint of Bacthical Enthuſiaſm, and tray 
ported their hearett, "with ſome. homty wards 
foft and ej cmiare Phraſes and accents, arid 

4 kind's fging tones And no” as 
thoſe: hearers,-of- whotht he there ſpeaks 
which-uſed to appfand theit Orators' ar 
Efid of their Dec mations with a 'Sdws,36 
GPopineſs ,* Say pugy ths, dtnegaitws ; "divintty', 
heavenly; inmitably ſpoken z found them? 
ſelves as nilich ſtitted and moved as many" a 
Mai at a Sermon; who yet-rhinks *tis' not 
the Ate of the-Bickthet bur "the Spitte-of 
God that warms atid. EXcites him,” 

It. is fatther alledged 11 vindieation of 


chaſe” Ptopheries, that' they "ar "no" &variid - | 


and' languiſhing imginations vi but come 
upon the minds of thoſe that” haye them 


- with'a light and eyidence which bears b&- 


fore jt all ſcruple- about -their divine" Oriet- 
: Now the Devil ot Melattholy'can- 


- Not poſſibly ſeal 'the' mind with "Oinibii 


which carty char exergy with rhem'"as theſe 


-: .do #16 that the yety great StrengrH of thi 


Imprefiions. (like that of Samſon + ſpeaks 


the mighty preſence of God wich ther: 


For how lid. the Prophets of God of old 


; bawy * themſelves divinely incited but by 


T4 v4 


eel- 


Card Vulgar Prophecies, 


| fe 8 the hand of. Ged ſtrong #08 them, 


1 Ber 2 ne qJer.20.9,11, 


and. EPR in their heart "4s "4 burn 
fire ſhut up within their bones, whence they 
Were\ weary of forbearing and conld not 


] | 
\Tanbyer, whence theſe prophetick phan- 
cies come to be thus vigorous and importu- 
nate.,hall be inquired in due place ; 'for the 
preſence, Iaſſert ( yer wot 7 bat the * Lord) *>Theſlzrp, 
that.there may be an &vipyſh dens, encr- 


y of jan as well as Truth,” which may 
of Fa 


y.Carty a man quite out of the hearing 
f what. eyer reaſon may be rendered to dif- 
abuſe him, - i Theodoret tells us of ſome En- | $44910- 


thoſiaſts of his time, which rece#ving the a_ 
wigorous working of ſome Dzmon' in thems, wwe, 122 
rok it to be the preſence of the 'Holy Ghoſt, 74627 


ayis Tau» 


And* Gerſon of many others, of which eve- ,f,, ol 


2 # 7 one had it (he ſaid) certainly revealed to wmauts- 


im that he ſhould be Pape, Amongſt which atv Hiſt, 
there was: ove of great name and ſearning _ - "oF 
which. ef this revelation in writing with t Inter bes 


his own hand, and endeavoured to make it 97i4an bend 
literatts ff © 


gbod by many - arguments and conſetFures : famojus bac 
and we. find in Scripture, falſe Prophets as ©#n propria 
much” Frpeending plerophories and ſtrength; _— 
of periwaſion as the true, As for thoſereliquir & 
Chaaters whereby Gods Prophets were 75mm & 


rere candins 


eft, J. Ger De diltinR, ver. vil, a falls, 
F 4 _ dream 


enabled £9 diſtinguiſh infallibly a divine plurimis aſſe- 


8 , Faſo a Gare 
dr Þrap imprefizqn'y. 6 cheit 
py ac, om ok ions 0i:4he' Dei 

xl. r,, Rbancy,- 16iS extremely- difficiiin at 
| M.. «nib, 58s diſtance, from. that Age of Praphetyi, 
Diſc.of Pro- clearly. to. aſſign them,” » A late kamed 
phecics,c.4- writer, {tom Aberbanel and: Maimonides; in 

| this macter thus ventures.toreſolvehis Rea> 
der: 4.; Prophet when he 5. aſleep maya 
fingui 4. Prophetical dream. and thatsewhich 
6 not ſuch, . by @p vigor and livelinefs. of the 
perception, whereby be apprehends the. thing 
propoupded ,:: or. elſe. by: the imbecilityn and 
nd thereof... And therefore \AMarmos. 
hath [aid well. All Prophecy makes; itiſelf 

- Known to. the Prophet; that it is. Prophee 
x Jadeed, het i, makes ut ſelf known, _ 
> Prophet, þ the ſtrength and vizer 6f\ the per 

K ba ception, "b that hw mind: ts: freed Porch al 
ſcry vole what|, vever about it. (A notion-which 

he there. 4% una t9 build-up, by Scrip- 
Tyres, ,but how ſhort, they fall of 'xeaching 
the PO: thereof , , the. indifferent, Reader 
may ea perceive.) But. though.Jdonht 
'"+-r--. :NOt bur, the divine 1c pany agery:deep 
impreffionupon the nunds of holy.men, iand 
cameattended with fuch light. and-evidence 
as chaſed away all ſhadow. of ſcruple about 
their diyine on inal,,yec I thinks ro/afſept 
this- vivacity ky im refion the: diftipeiive 
_ character of divine trom pretending-Enthu- 
liaſms and, dreams, is. neither une-gor. ſafe, 


Which 


—T« $1, as Ro at WA 


J , 


Gard? LV lg ar Prophecies, | 
Which willperhaps' appear by what rifne”T 
have ſhewn' the Render, whe the'Ancienr— 
Inte Sof'Preams proceeded by fome  _ * 
ſuch ggle'as this.” Arremidorns gives this dif= +> » 
ference between 'Orver@: &_Evommioy, a'na- OW. 
turabvrand-\divine Dream ': "Evumvroy "pov 

rus mwy5.44: common Dream 1s the meer 

figment of men aſitep:,of which he- faith; k 
WSEfAN: 48.1 appears i \ ſleep "it is VIgOOS y " Omy i. 
Cv arar 1p wo Scene: of _— Wer As yu top baipy 
ofoop' as\ the: etermines, that vanfheth OY mmm 
_ ND s, Bur chen"QrapE: 4 di- _— 
vinatory. «Dream, crepye an, hath a 'mont te). 
Lefting pherpyinpon the mind, * creates a x8 xv 5 3305 
gardiof Yhe futuritics #eclired in it, ingageth "G1, tg 
exdenvory' and: is made apt extreamly #5 web ymuy, x; 
uf and excite the Soul" that bath it, "Befides, # 5 mov w- 
\it chat power" and exidence, withiwhich a #7 47 
conceit} may bear; dowry the mind'to'a per- }.,,tews, 3 
{waſion; theredf, may be-preferred the Sign 14per # 4 
.of- its diyite Original; -how many: men-ſhall #44 7 
we-ſoonfave that-will look demurely,;atid WA © 
tell the World (as the Sons: of Fancy. a+ Aremid. O- 
'mong us uſed to do) that God hath mage n*iroc: 11-61: 
out this or that to them, and that this is much 

upon" their ſpirits, and therefore paſt que- 
' ſtion an/intimation from God z 

- As: for- thoſe accompliſh'd PrediQions 

wh oat to ſupport the falling credit of theſe 
Modern/Prophets, they will prove but 2 as x Prov.25.19. 


8 foot ont of joint.” For there was no prophe- 
Held tick 


rhe \ _ FF 
tick-Sign foregoing to aſſure the accompliſh. 
ment-td be any gtheryhenja lacky hit, And 
| aSee ſereral Heſides, the * Papiſts, nay the Þ Heathens, 
Bon Ea ubin. reldusfand menmbſtbe willing -26 pive chat 
oF 
| deSig.Eccleſ. Faith they expe& fromothers) of": 
oye de Div, ANCES: af ſuch. PrediQtions deliverec 
Li. Re +. their Ps eaſe Dro ral, 
previdiſſe a a acc l then 
> fn xeAogula theſe Prophecies from Hehwen, 
cls divini- or. from Men ? If from Heaven, why-thendo 
-u; immine?: matiy en think with no, more" fayor of 'the 
ſtats, Heathens:and Papiſts;-to \ whom'God ſeems 
| Jambl. de rogive the te ftimony.of Feſus, WS of 
ot EP» Prophery.Þ If from wen (aflited by civil 
Prudence or evil Spirits.) then all K4 
pliſh'd Podidiogs ar pee comcering 
-  menvs6f; the divine Jaſpiration of "the! 
"> thors." But becauſe:God- in therrial of Pro- 
+ Bar. 13.21, PherS hath <directedius:ro aregard of. the 
22, iſſues of -cheir Prophecies, this marter may 
ſcem-itoi merit 2- more-cloſe and: particular 
Conſideration , to my thereiore I hall 


nexvapply my fel. 02 Rn 


i 


ah 
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The faili f Fulear Prophet. an wg 
5 "renceof ear Fanny), ” SOLYTH 1+31t1 1 
"'Fg a Propheciet referring to the FRY generatly 


RT thas proved from J 
of , [ome Mpdern Prophecjes particalai 


A faylenr bus itt acirea ir yn a fign the Grew of 24k 
ot "3þ6 e Lab ror 1A $:6f id ac gfe of 
the: pretended actompliſnents of Modern.P 


cies, How far it ſeems fitting that Prophecies ſhoul ld de- 
_ to the cirbuniſtantes of Evints.” An uccount why 

| of theſe þProhce bis and others wifi. All Divi 
y eee Fn ed which- were abſolutely delivere 
| Sonte Char ers ro diſtinguiſh ſuch FYrON ec by. " 


q "Har which may 


"WM * us if 2 
all Theſe Mode Prophecies,” 


et more fully ſecute 


is' this * all 


their Prophecies, but ways in ſome. Gene+ 
rally inall 3 viz. fuch are moſt*fir ro aſſure 
men'df rheir divine Inſpitarion, as thoſe 6tie- | 


theſe #natteſted Prophets mom fail in all Conf deras.q. 


Mattyr, "andthe fin " 


perſiaſt ton' of the/Vanity'of - 


we 
24+... 26 3 
$3.3 


- \ 


& | 


ly are which ate of a'publick reterence.'4Fe- 4 Jerabh. 


remiah tells us, that the Prophets which hae 


betn brfore him of old, propheſied both againſt 
many Conntries,ant Fenſ's great Kingdoms, 
of War and of Evil and of Peſtilence \ as 
they alſo did ſometimes of great National 


_ Bleffings, Now the coming to pals of fauch - 


Prophecies was the moſt undoubted evyt- 
dence of their Divinity : for though the 
Devil may be preſumed able to bring m_ 

ome 


"The. ppg Cas A 
ſome1lictleratnswthetives of privars men;! 
yer-the fpivit.of the livinks breatart 'onely ly 
movesin-hoſe great'77heels, the'turns'in' 
States att \foly'\nndtr rhe particular* con- 
duct of God'y thoſ&Wheels'ate too 'grear 
for:hint tq.Mmove one/xyay- or other, And' 

c Oudey oy therefotes #11 Mayt Fs when the accom-' 

=e-6>%! i pliſh'd Predi 0g of the Erhnick-Prophets' 

peaod) 6 Ao were oproſed to him,returns this judicious: 
T8 7 aAnvria; Anſwer : "No Event whith the Ethnick Ppo-\ 
I, 97 = pets. forold » tither againſt 5 Trith f 
26 fy God, or hi worſhippers; or referring to"t 
malig, "Publick Aﬀaits of the Grecian States,” ever | 
eeagar came topaſ ; though perhaps ſome matters' 
neal  ofi;a mote narrow concernimight, which'felt 
Pm ” morewithin'the: Devil's s compals. An Oþ-! 
&© Relp; aa TervationmoreFully juſtified in the prerend-/ 
One 4-+ ing Prophets, of: later\rimes': what is"be- 
9 -::»- COMevE Fall the Oracular-teayes of Grebwers 
me: >» hath-notthe wind takenthem-away; aud the 

(7M heb hin ſeattered' then #© (as it did-thoſe 

Letigeno*Mt Of the Sibyl,) He propheſicd (faitht Mr Mede) 

Hawtlib, Part.' e228 matters of Henty the fourth of Brance, 

4- P1652 

1 4 "which proved clean contrary ;, of 24th E- 
lizabeth,'and other Princes » WhICh\ mower 
' cameto paſs : . 1 hive, 'I- know not how of tx 
ro ſatisfit one or other, told thim as 1 now tell" 
Jon, and yet every five or fix years it comes up” 
again as if it had never been” he wel 


PE aca” amo — Ln 4S was Al 2 Yd a_ 


Men ave prone to beliew6\ an 1 thing they\would 
Pave;ec, Amid” how | kave call Tthe-(welling 


Prophecies 


&<d-with the- Opinion-of- them -as to-pub- poſt 


Cans, 7 ulgar Propheties. 87 
Prophecies:of-+Coreryss Chriſtina! Papratis: 


vjtyand Drabitine, ahaering the ſudden; 
Gonverſion: of ther Turks, the'ERabliſhs 
ment of: the German Churches by Frederick 
King-of  Bobemia ahid 7 Guſtavus of. "Sweden; 
the ſudden Propagation of- the: Goſpel 


5 the -World, the advancement 
finſt-bt-Ragetzi the Father and then the'Son 

and-\ then the Brother, to the Crown of 

Hungary, of the-dreadful overthrow of the 

Papacy (many of them delivered about fifty. - 
years-ag0) been delivered of nothing\but the cg 
wind * even their: great 5 Patrons -them-8 *4feminz 


ſelves being witneſſes; while yer ſo inchant- nee yrem 


liſh them now - as the. -Oracles of God, [{*=iaxs * 
when -Divine -Providence hath encouraged bicii, &« &*% 
ſober--Chriſtians - to hiſs them- out- of the ex. 7x 
World, -And- indeed it- is ſo®'the-uſage- of evenrus Bet 


Divine Providence to ſhame the impatience notre conrre- 


and.curiofity of mendiſcovered in atrending,,. 5 


to ſuch Prophecies, that I perſwade my ſelf rexere cooge-! 


it is next to impoſſible to inſtance a Modern 7; J-Caves 
Prophecy. referring «to the Publick; that Higer. Re- 


ſpeaks diſtin&ly as.to words and time of. ac- velar. 


conipliſhmenc;,. that failed-not in! the ſub. * 344-25: 


ſtance-or ſome-eminent circumſtance there- 


of *Now a fayleur but. ina tittle, -1S a-dead 
Flie ſufficient tomake.the whole. Prophecy 
{mel}ſtrongly. of- ag. impoſture. .Of. Divine 
Prophecies 1193 pun prom ed? as the 
94rv alter 


'F6 


Durbin Gang | 


Vid. Pocock. Maſter t6whom wedbavehad facts krequant 

Port. Mol. reconrfſe; Well notes) net'rhe greater nor teiſer 

_a put; ſubſtance or: circumſtance; evierifely fy 

the ground: ' And»He»rells us, thoſe waids 

k Fer-23. 28, ot Feremiah 5 k The' Prophet that hath's 

Dream; let hing tell 4 Dream"; axil{:ht tha 

hath my Word, let him ſpeak my Word. faith. 

fwlly ; whats the chaff 'to the wheat 7 | thei 

 .,... . Doctors uſed to gloſs. thus; Prophecy is 

ua wn Phong pure without the allay" of any: falſbowg 

Jo 3%. mixed with it, like wheat cleanſed fromthe 

wi vhaſf; but Dreams and other vulgar Indios 

mn". 4t. Hons have a lic always intermixed;" and ite 

wa 1" like chaff in which there are but ſome" fth 

Soo grains of wheat, God 1s careful to: accom 
bud liſh the very criciciſms and circumſtancesgf | | 
wad Lis Preditions, becauſe 'this' gives! the | - 


greateſt aſſurance of their Divine 'Authdt, 
For the ſubſtance of Events may poſlibly 
be thought Obje& great enough for che-Eye 
of humane Prudence to ſee atar off; but 
cumſtances are eaſily preſumed- too littletg 
our heavy Eyes to diſcern at any great re- 
moves, 43.210 
>. If any Perſon better ſeeriin the Writings 
of Modern Prophets, then Thaveanyambi- 
-rion to be thoughe to be, is able ro-1nſtawce 
a Prophecy of any longerdate, whoſe vonds 
«did exatly touch the Event torerold: both 
in the ſabſtance' and circumſtance ithareot; 
yet" he ſhall alway obſerve his. i 
1,920 ve 


OG 
: 
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Cari V ate an Prop hacies. 


be RG hd 


have failed: 'ſatne, ohepnay a verymany 
other inſtances, if any thing talkative: (as it 


is well the —_— humor in ſuch perſons 
diſpoſeth them to be) which is \a-ſafficienc 


aflurance-that he-foretold nothing by a di- - 

vine ſuggeſtion... Thus Sawayatols (2 Domi- 

nican ):toretold long before, that Chavls the 

eighth of.\\Fraxce ſhould come into. 1t4ly 

wich a\great Army,-'which came to- paſs: 

But: withal, that God: had revealed t0-him 4 ibs 
that the State Eccleſraſtich ſhould be reformed pate faiti eſe 
by force of Arms + which (faith the Hiſto- bt opor- 

natt). bath not yet (nor yet) hapned, but at Ecel/Gofthcw 
that time was very likely #0 have been effe#- per vim armes 
ed. The Examples of this kind are too great 7; near 
for Arithmetick. i) + quidemiftul 


| ©; Thetwo branches of this Conſideration 474, ſed 


Lind ftruck at bya double ObjeRion,which 2", *2%® 


\I ſhallendeavor-to ſecure them from, Ir is ferer. Pit. 
| ed: to the firſt, That very- many of wer bt 
theſe Modern Prophecies have been very p.m. 586. 
pun&ually accompliſb'd, though..unſeal'd 
by any divine Sign attending the delivery 
of them, In Anfwer hereunto, I return, 
(x.) Meer prudential. CopjetFures after: the 
Event often commence accompliſh'd Prophe- 
cies in vulgar Opinion; . the common fort of 
| gr. apt to inveſt eyery thing that 
lies'out of the road: of ''their thoughts and 
obſeryations with the; Opinion of - ſome 
.Divinicy lodged .1a it, [Thus that famous 
34 814 Speech 


whe Trgeditn, _ 
nLent AUNEG. wad) 
| ON 2 Of IE el 
_ ers Loxct, &':s SHG ERS. |, 
OO , hs, Thphilqns © boy lis 
. . Detegatrorbes ;. nec. fit ters. | 
"Ultima Thule,----- TR” N 
hath been concluded the wozce of. God, 2.pro- 
 Pherick inſtin& referring ro.che dilcoyery,of 
America..in. thele latter Ages, ,which:quas 
© Indeed. but che; woice.of a Man, 4 


( WU pt 2 a pat upon a,probabl: 
$ucnquew 6- of the Earth was not all Sea, and.i{o.w 
pier 2 in time be_ found, ® Carden. having relzed 

=, aut ſeveral very ſtrange Predictions of 
5 Laney aaly fulfilled, als: Neither wanld 7 
ſedex Ariſto- any one think theſe to 5K been far foot 4, 
' relic Oraculo, exther from the Devil or the Stars ;, .but one! 9 
Tnquir ille, from the Oracle of Atiſtotle, who. gives #14 
prudentum ac Divination onely to prudent Per h AS, bs 
Neioien, fight of the effec in the pronules of. ſome 


m Nee velin® (waſion, that ſo-great 2 part. of the [ 
Jus 
ys fo 
gut ex aftris, 
 ſolum enim 
_—— Ft Not Divkation, which is but the fore- 


Card. de vir. ie Cauſes, is familiar with wile. "20d 
propre©&4** obſervant men. For 4 Wile-mans heart mill 
- oe _ tell him moye then Jas. watchmen that ar 
ni rows upon 4 tower, who | 

GH 225 £p 24 and things at diſtance, PRs is but the 
T0”, di o- contraction of Proyidence 1 in the name; and 
av #22 7 ' the commendable = image of it inthe nature 


megvolay. 
Syneſ x Rez. thereof, (2.) Many of theſe accompliſhments 


were 


Cerzs? iT. 


3 = Fam mn 
wagly Wy i: woyl in, mph 


*o Praeclars 
on n(cientis, 
entor 2 
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v7 port, of 6 

bi FFF E001 contreued Lucan. Ocet: | 

re idltheads. Foritisiont F Ion) 
of) gill the: mat» *>+ ; A. » 


.afid thentheſe 
; Neo chr 


ane 


boch-in = Br ks and —_ 
FED might be che leſ (uſpi- 
G cion 


ERC eunfiat 
-' kef6-remark;4the) wry IT 


2 a Rota raruterThn n7nrn {heres Ja, £ a9" 
2 we Tx inlooſe 2 
> © - *Ropa' ſack" cdnnives thr ey KorT 


Ab EmED r: 'Pios 
rhoey to booking ridicuious byanover:atted 


imitation, 


rai: Qun4 f | 


illa Orac 
; _ CD 


fecis,ut quod- 
cung; accidif< 


- ſet, Won like: a Pickure, doakiter any Diet 
rene ol aliens: akcbiſcon try: :All--chis offcrgous 

porum de "ſame account obboſeſiccſſeswhichnthel 
tion ſublaz4 Pnophecicall Edays-have :fomerimes book 


| elihitets rr wichg:-and-witlikl conclude! the 
Train ut -neceſicy:ot' ſome divide Sign to atceft 
zZI4eEM VeEriius 


So7p opher or Prophe eylthatc(a ic be 
| a 5 harp on Pu air wma br yer; 


_ forongs, Ob diabolicalideln 
Es, Claz neproge we 


NY 1diTo i amr LE e prefent Ate 


t $i omnia, "t; 5 oppoſed.; that: many of God's 
| reg igirur Prot never fubfilled; 1f -all-were 
ri my (GithsC J whence was. tt [4 atthe Pri» 


omenrns 
a der + pliers / became the publich. iſcors > thei P, caple 


© ys \ Whexe ic:tbe | 
paſh, qu Ubi the:Lord Pr: Zeta come-:now;- ihe Hanes 
olga To thisObjedtion' (though) indeed'jr-merit 
in Hift.Rever. tether 2: Cenfure then ani Anſwer): 3 rerprn; 
* P-21. N That $criprure!%abundimdly aſſutes'us; ike 
o See MT» ever ione: 4 ar III e felþ j-20uhe 
Ii.34 34-16. ground: 'and therefore”? 
344A choſe £0. render Unrim and) 7\humavies: hy 


Iai.14.:4, dnxXacs ndarudie, Manifaftation and! 
Hab. 2.3 . Vs Were God's 


| Mat-5-18. | becauſe by theſe two. eff 


ble £X3 -|. 


Oracles |. 


God's baing: eminent.” for pe 
Truth; andthe Devilis for 'obſ | 
flood; iGad' hath givenus thi 
Cn } _ bo 6 ny 

ſpraketh 12h Name of the Loyd, ; 
rr mayer Go Ss, thi tht 
abet-hek ole ir proirien pig 
opp trath ſpoien: vt pre jp 
rr bis mouth ;xwill fulfl mithÞ#. . wa.s.c;, 

&Frue indeed; wereadofifomedivins  -:  * 
poranor bcnly aled Bur has s 


LD ME M0” > Lid oe. i. A. 4 


ments not lit alfitted2 Bur: thefe "mae 
God:himſclt 7 eeils-us) rhough-abſoluredw, | '.  , 
their terms; +yer: were always toliditionatvia © 
their :aterpretatiany}and; therefore! when 
ey were _y fulfiledins rerms; ochre 
was:tome great 11n or repentance interpoſing 
which _ a very —_ account ws. 
to the minds of men, Bur all divine Pro» 
phecy.abſ)ute bath in its terms and incenr, 
conſtantly. was fulfilled, Now when the 
Prophecy was ſuch, the People might under» 
f ſtand by ſuch Signs 2s theſe, * It the Pro- | 

phecy were-ſealed with the Oath'of God, or 
ſore£quivalent afſeyeration : * If it- were 2 Sam. 15,29, 
| deliveredias a Signof the truth ofthe Pro. 
1 phet's Mifhon, orof ſome other mare cone 
' fiderable :PrediQgtion+ * If the - Prediction 

were delivered i terms of the wag 
| _ x 


_——_ t<6 which the: 


. mor :{erious temper, return ; 
obeys 
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tots 2 7Þy "©H Co's Ng 1 | 
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of Infiration in Modern: Pr 
f m_ [oye 4 TED 
of 


pt 


- "Fifth Coaliderarion to rept the 

Z Y Faith of- theſe Prophecies, is t 

Thoſe popular Wonders which ſhew 5h Cops ge 
themſelves in the Authors. of them, þ 241 

appear but the natural Effeits of Melancholy 
tinftured with Religion, This will appear bPhucuit Deo- 
more clearly. if we be a lictle particylar; fer me rangu# 
(1,) That #9yintible confidence (which) ior — 
chants che vulgar) of their being divinely onibu, &'« 
znſbired. It js. ordinary with ſuch ſuch,men Draic _ 
to- take to themſelves 'the titles of the c* "Pius e146 
h:Trywp of God, the laſt Prophet, © the Ward 4 mois 
and Power of God, and the like z and that "ory pres 
with a  d that ſhall bear ir (elf a- aonani Pro 


—_ the ſronge Realonk,cong ary Eventsr ph wa n_ 
G 4 0 | 


? 


| Rev, 2,24 


| odd. crot 
_ Nrength, Im ita 


"The Vanity of * 


of things, yea ſamerimes" 


kind. of :expreflion of the Deity -inſheajed: 
in the head-; thus theſe men bel Arogige 
ly. poſlelt by this.conceir;that they.are Gags! 
ed with God, and-that the Holy apes pm 
ed.in their heads, not a fancy 
chang but. it is received wha - Ojicat 
$252 Papiſt doth [the rxgs ani a 
is Saint ; not a cloudy ry peer _ 

_ == but i Re chriftned 4 

eat m , their ear. cannot. gle = 
God is = ht ro whiſper into ie; andithe!: 
men cannot” dream at the corpmort: rate-bf; 
other mortals. 

"Whereas all theſe imaginations Ae bit : 
the iſſues of that impoſtrous humor -whens 
it paſſerh j into adiſcaſe, A\ Melancholy Fan--- 


.cyis a kind m Incubus and Sucrabme'to it" 


ſelf, ſerving to beget and to conceive'an 
,and that :with--ſo- abs 
Apes before the mind! its + 
ht or tat; And! it4s'fo- 
to bewitch _ | 
and: extra 
gon por odhe..j 
ments, * that the:i Greet 
Phyſician 


the certainty of 
uſual for this black ha! 
mind into. ſome one-* 
conceit,while i ita 


in all its other juds 


Fr ſeverities ale cas be.uſed £0 wn 
Dreams.) Now4s the: Heathen. " 

76 Fa ſuquApizer, tha the brain jms 

and the. ſeat of ſome Deitp, a 


neezed-: they would yetjetate. the naſe as 2:1 


_ 6) Valgar Prophecies, 97 
por hath defin'd'ire'; Pe folemi# fad- e"E9 4% uin 


ouſneſs' 'vae odd Fant ih os 
oo A lot Frm: Now-look: as* the Jay 
images which appears beſ6te/out Minds in a <ppad.l.1.c.5. 
dream, (ow-cher genetdl- odneſs of compo- 
ſure ro the power of Pancy'over _ in 
gar Heep,: +but- their thore ure 
all : 
oy. 


the ry cn ann Book by this Arrnahd6 hi 

- | mor bur: cheir! parcicular'kinds to hoſe 

matable occtfions'of corimon life, the head 

s moſt arcuſtomed: to" yecetve impteſſions 
from;-Men of a'more contemplative Genime, 
| conceit themſelves inſpited' with ſome tare \ 
myſteries in'Nature, 'with' the Cabbaliſtick 
ſenſe of Scripture, "with the u 
of the hidden-analogies berween the Tetſt- 
ble/and-intelligible, and;the greater and leſ- 
ſer world; wil {the Art to care-all the-'ne- 
tural leprofies of mertals ;' and the'like: 
Men whoſe courſe of fife determines their 
thoughts more upon civil afairs this humor 
poſfeſſethrwith ' rhe opinion of their - being 
deſigned Popes or Princes; of ſ6me Reſtorers 
of the -publick liberry;” And ns of a 
more:deyorional complexion talk\much of 
| Vifious;raptures converſe [with Angels 
zncbpropheci, 4nd av6ape't0 Hl down be- 

ore 
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biſpeſes, endauclined.. 
aw the humprs $0f; 

abilizy. pur imps 

cancets wild-and 

riezies of Africa 1.1520 


neng here z -but.$o queſtion, wy prog 
$-t9.all. 


i5s,to-{peak. our ſelves 
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Now rams my. to.under-rate theRea-" 
own; to: prove Prophet 
ahverly nnneceflaty for :the rug 
fuchends as theſe. So that there 
_ ſufficient Reaſon why we - 
IT theteareany Examples of che 
Kcopheick Spirit. now extant in the W arld; 
Miraclesand, Prophecies always came foreh 
from God to.ſerve ſome great occalions, (his 
Servantzmeyer wrought: 2 Miracle, or-tore- 
told an Event, as Juglers ſthew-tricks, or 
fortunes, onely to cauſe wander 
yy diſcourſe :). now theſe occaſions 
0 expired,:it is butt reaſonable 
ram: 6h Miracles and Prophecies are 


recoup yn 
7-Fo-ald this perhaps. ; ig. will: be apples; 
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rhe: | 
t Gnas! row new) and faint: lim Wii: 
= nſwer wo es 2 ealiobannk 

I; ; gow. upp 

mea wich: bi Nor enpdigls then) m— 
ro:{upport Fpirics with 8 
of Eval; He hath conf reaed: his fingala 
| chem'by the great gift of:; | 
ath 301d chem. 9-H gee 
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|  ſelicicies of .che oder 
fans belore us in fall bghts re 
hayE our. minds leſs. jintangled, 
rous..aad.unquier thoughts abant ny wt 
eunties of, I $6 It greatly becomes Nt you 
» lphemore Cala Ap nnY: in gin hopes 
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'F Cann) Yalgatiriphenies, 
aj reſdlbtionschh the Fews'were, 
Oy worldly and Cathal, as 
their way' of: Worſtip'4;4n compliai 
whichi God: encouraged) cheir '(efvice by a 
Cds up of vrockdly") PING: | 
_ the Land, the abwndante 
dom from coils ind 
in# rediows 4MiQtiort werent] 
Mink God: had ' forgotten his' Covenane,' 
atHhouldcat about for ſome new Maſter, 
the Prophets were (ent from time to time;ro 
mhbtye-rhem of the'cauſe and cotitinuance 
rhereaf//and (thar' rheir patience might nor 
the) x6! them when their warfare ſhould 
be: arcolplidy'd; -Befides,” cheir notices: of 
the fetie}rits of the -achier World being fo 
Sabie tragniting 'mighr eafily render 
thenroffearer impatieiice of rhe uriderer- 
mined.miferies of cis a therefore when 
whh&ringes of cheſecond Temple rhey be- 
rate ger Do&tiic of x 
farreRtion aml'a fifeto come, Prophecies 
E-aitaperd reference became more tare ; 5 
H/ 
wWittei(i-'ts rhoughty affer the Caprivicy, 
wheetrhe Church! under great preflures 
Wwe bemoans her ſelf i we F not our Signs, 
there # Homore any Prophts, neither i F. k 
Oy ions te thas bnowith how long * which 
RdCiabet to-us #f6utth Reaſon,” 
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&- from chewords of that's Pialm, e Pla.74. 9. 


nbc 3 the Jewilh'C hurch Red. 4. 


124 . The Vanity of Cay od 
* * - for tmo,or three hundred years before the 

coming of ; our Savior. This is a truth of ca- 
choli acknowledgment , all 7ewſh and 
Chriſtian, Wricers confeſs it bir Oy Z#frp 


ot TBI: >: + h 
UAE Martyr, who once and fl; "relS"1 

vat 3mui- the Few, \T here never cea ed in Your N. Ya 
ou70 £7E BE9- pther Prophet or Prince tll Feſus Chriſt was | *: 
on; ” **" both born and had ſuffred. But in this 0 oY | 
Zo %>a- that excellent Man ſtands againſt all the Aa 
6, we; 3 cients, and againſt 8 Canonand Þ Apocryphe'; 
= "75 and therefore. his -Teſtimony not binding, 
;. X Nowif.Prophecy ceaſed*then, . we haye. no 

2978 My T7 EN AILIIIG. 


Ye 


2-229. reaſon. to preſume it . continues, now. ; for 
what ever Arguments ſeem to conclude it 
neceflary ro the Chriſtian Chureh now, 


ena would with much niore ſtrength conclude 
9-7: theneceſfity of it to the Fewiſh.then : k 
14.41. the Scripture was then more dark and in 
compleat. then now, the People were of a 
more weak and worldly temper, the,, Oecq: 
nomy-mote carnal, the Age more accuſto 
ed to: Prophecies, Men more in. danger-0 
being tempted by the abſence of Proph&: 
cy to conſult the Devil's Prophets and O; 
racles, then ſo frequent in the Wotld, anda 
ſucceſſion of Prophets niore fully, promiſtd 
without any limitation of time, then.'now, 
Beſides.” the reaſon of its ceſſation legs to 
have. been catholick , viz, this; Tr: had 
now miniſtred to all. thoſe great Eids to 
which it was thought neceſſary in;the Times 
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Car,7., Yulgar Prophecies. 

fo which it was vauchſafed'; and. therefore 
its ſaid of David) having thus ſerved 
its Genergtion, it fell afleep. For though it 
be 'trte that the ceſſation of Prophecy, as 
Uſo+the abſence of the many Glories from 
the Second Temple .which che Firſt had, 


Þ fighe {ſerve to take men off from' lookin 


00 intently upon the face of Moſes, whols 
ſplendor plainly-appeared to be nigh to va- 
Whig ay, and to quicken their deſires 
after the more inward and abiding Glories of 
the XMe[5iah's Kingdom, and to cauſe them 
td expect that New Diſpenſation ſo long pro- 
t:ſed before, which ſhould reftore the Pro- 
phetical Spirit more dhundantly ; yer I con- 
ceive this £0-be neither the onely nor the 
principal Reaſonof that long interſtitium of 
Prophecy in_the Fewiſh Church, For the 
Ark, the Shechinah, the heavenly fire, and 
the reſt,” were ceremonial appendices, and 
70 the pomp and ſplendor of that Lower 
Diſpenfation , the- utter abſence whereot 
liam che ſecond Dample- anight ſhew- that 

conomy. now waxing old and wearing 4- 
wh ;*. but Prophecy laſted (it is Johns, &'8 
for at Jp forry or fifty years under the ſe- 
cond Temple, and beltdes was given rather 


for, Moral then Ceremonial Ends, which 
having ſufficiently ſerved, it was beneath 
the 1acredneſs thereof. to be continued to 
ſave onely the pomp» of the Church, 
I 1 3 or 
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ſecond Temple as booty ewilight, 1 


i na 2 7PD2 Sun of \Prophecy ;-:awd! +0; TOE. 
i na oppo s:chought ſoraevimes co refer, Bye 23 
13) N'DU for-this _— I ſee mq.,great 


. ſerve the :glory-oÞ that. Nation, 48d-ito 


b D to inhance the credit and 
God would now-fpeak from: Heaven 


- pick, Superftirion;-and-2ll: rhe Knamples & | 
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rr Reaſon, is:the common _— 
enof 2 11Þ 1712:-Pilid veces aAoft voice, 
heard as:defcending from Heaven, and was 
(ay the Maſters) alowerdegreeof Prophe 
cy. . continning: under : the | Timesof; + 


of x 
3 Tar- 


the Fewifh Church after/the 


reafon. why. we ſhowlll-ftick: to! aumber. it 
with thoſe Femiſh. alles mentioned T#7, 
14, and-mvenred-(as: any make -Were};to | c 

0 


-the favor iof) Heaven-theaunto: 
there being no two:Nations: 46). nach. te- 
marked' for vanity: and ride, 290 nant 


own People, Can'itieafily be oi 


them who:had curged theaeaf ear-to "A 
Prophets; and were nay {o-addifhen r6Ma- bY 


bone dang Protanenels 7 What reaſon - 0; 
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be given why \Gotflionld filence all the 
ophets, the. 'Onilesb Urim;and by Vi 
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> hughes 


F: upon” waged = to {þ ubes 
feng IVoice from the exre/tert ar 
Hit ral che occafions,upon which they 
1t3343/Hitard,” but weak and trifling, and 
ly unvort by of {o facred-an Oracle* 
4 rep gin lee if they 
yell ule was heck by a Bath Kol, faying, 


"nz cſÞ-iHle qu; revelat filiis hominum my- 


"es Ligis ? When Rab, Fuda Santtus - 


" died,'the !'T almndiſts tell us, Bath Kol bea- 
1274 dGN6: \turm Logentibus pronuuciavit, 

| and the tike;' Beltdes; a Voice from Heaven 

"ſeems reſerved as the more facred way of 
divine Revelation ({o'faris-it from being the 


loweſt of. Prophecy) for the Times 
b: '6f rhe'C It was a:m- Voice from Hea- 
as "yen that gave reſti to-Chnift, chat oc- 


unoay 
0. _ y- 'S, Panl's: Converfon:;; -and-it is 
\"arged c 364 trong- Umenc againſt Tefufing 
the Goſpel : dens It. iS a turmmng-avay 
le Ng that ſpeaketh* from Heauen:: And 
&Qall Av that all 'the Prophecies of 
Old Teftamear-have nat that, 'Exprefli- 
\. T-hvard' a Voice -from Heaven; fo oft 15 


it 


"hae ingle-Pro cyivt the New,he' Re- 
p ' ARM 1 Gol gl agree; "a 
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ID\. btfoor 
Hor. Lighf 


P-149. 


m Mat. 3.17. 
Joh. 12. 28, 


n Heb. 12.25, 


a . Wt Thi angry.of." Can) | ( 
© 4-7 1-7 - ther-ways before; to gitehis:; Prophets an; ff i 
- + intimation of -his'Coltnſels - - So: .that this || 1 
= Notion-cannot greatly prejudice:the Rea! || | 
dd ſon.alledged; having ſo litrle-coloridf truth }| « 
82 to. recommend. it. -Not: am-'I aldne: in this }| « 
'» periwalion, finding ſome learhed'inenſpetk= Þ| | 
o Vocale Re- ing 9 very doubrtully of-it, and-othets'very Þ| | 
© on 99p confidently againſt it, 'Thoughiperhapsall Þ . 
21P T2 this be more then I:need chave ſaid, for this | 
dicitur, ſub | 
ſccundo Tem- WAS no perſonal Prophecy, nor--(that+T can || 
plo fuiſſe, nt find) ever aſſerted to. declare things-t6\come, 
4 ; *omugeg, but to dire& in ſome-emergent difhculties in 
' zeſt compro Common lite, + F 0 Rk 
bari, quamuts | - ; ane. hex of | 
Fudet contra pertendant. Molin. Vat. Þ.1. c.26. p Credamne ego Deum 
. Populo tam dir apyſtaſid laboranti, ita "iitdtgentem, ut*8 tals cum'ti f4- 
miliariter colloq:i dignarctur, atque -ijs Ontauila tam ſublimtuaxhibere; 
tamque frequenttz ut non paria Prophets ? &f'c.. R. Dr. Liz4yfopt,: Hor. 
Hebr. p. 63. © | AN }, *ochess 


In confirmation-of: what hath been ſaid, 
'twere eaſy to ſuperadd the many: Teftimo- 
nies of the Ancients -to prove the-going up 
of the Prophetick Spirit in this coffirm*d 
State of the Kingdom of the Me/frah; 'who 
are ſo full in this perfivaſion, that (as tis 
noted) the Montanifts are by ſome-0of the 

Fathers proved to/ be no better then Dif 
: \_. - ſemblers. when they. pretended ro: the: Gift 

' q See their ſe- | | Saas j' 
” *..1 Tefti- Of Prophecy, fof that it was then ceafed'm 
.+5in Mr. tae Church, - - But that I ſeem not to" boa 
"IM 3 12.4 axother Man's lime, ſhall diſmiſs-this 
L-f-270, Clpter, with a ChnjeQure: upon a paſſege 
: on | M 
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Cart) VillgariPropheries, 


in- - Str «6 applicable:to'our prefent purpoſe; 
He:, coming” to fpaalke of "Moſes and ſome 


of 'whar>Arrts he' uſed to . oblige ſo grear a 


as ſhould .not trouble the Uſers of them wit 

any breat expenſes, nor prophetical raptures 
and eoſticies, nor any other abſurd buſineſſes 
in Religion, ' A Speech that affures Strabo 
not over-fond of ſuch things himſelf , for 
elſe. he could not fo eaſily have believed a 
promiſe of deliverance | from them, the beſt 
bait + Moſes'could uſe to catch the hearts of 


| the Multitude withall, But certain it js that 


no promiſe was further from his thoughts 


all the Lords 4p were Prophets, and no- 


thing'that himſelf more pretended or * pro-* Deur.18.5. 


miſed then Prophecy,  T conceive therefore **: 
that *(as moft lies botrom- upon ſome truth) 
this Relation was originally but ſome tra- 
ditional: prophecy of the State of the times 
under:the Meſsi4h current ( among ſome 
others) among the Jews, or elſe a right opi- 
Mon of theirs founded 'in a miſtaken-Senſe 


of that Prophecy of. ® Danzel concerning the « Dan. 9.24. 


Meſsiah; that He ſhould: ſeal up Fiſton and *7* 
” Pro- 


r Tots Toy 0t- 


: __ » T0199 Thu |= 
zCuſtoms,” makes ( afrer'the manner mie, in; 
of the iHeathen Ja very” invidjous' relation */* Se miyeus 
0 XAnoe 705 
multirhderhis- Followers,-1 One- of which, Za951t2*”. 


he -ſaittp:ivas 4- promiſe to deliver to them, 5,77" agors 
Such: a worſhip, and ſuch rites / Sacrifice, XY ualring 


_ k _ s Heb.9.15. 
then this:; for. his law was a5 law ofrites and eph.z x5, 


| coſtly ſacrifices, and his great with was that 


_ the offering, ef 
w Rot? ab 3, logon ornoother then Coo Sue. © iving 
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ly. . e: oſes f he” p Orr | 
Perſon oſs. ſo. HRC Nine both, ano th 
Fenrgnd thera L 

Bo Feedom frow. theſe toes. 
che. pull} the performance oily "of th 
ator. of 2 better Covenant then Moſe 
of himſelf t0- 


of our ſelves to God ; 2nd by the 


= 1* more liberal effalions of his Spitit rg. eng, 


F 5 


3 ten our minds, and to place our hearts 
the ſears and hopes bf 
+,Prophecy leſs neceſſary, now, and therefore 
. moſt likely not be at-all therein, Sate T.am 
_ God hath no where promiſed it to the eas 
LE the World, nor do men moſt diſpoſed, by 


of this world hath viade 


eat wiſdom and Sanity, to receive ir, El- 
r. feel. ic or deſire it, and all thar* ever 
"have. .with the greateſt warinefs, truſted to 
it , have been at laſt clothed with ſhine 
and confuſion ; and God in his Providence 
ſeems to deliver all pretences to it to per- 
ſons ſo extremely ignorant, Vicious, vain or 
hypochondrical, that *tis become a ſcandal to 
rofelh) it, & for a man to pretend an Enthu- 
fiaſmnow, gives notice that he wants a Phy- 
liclany 


po 
»" 
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and:whoſo conſiders that it DE eF T0 di- 
| Kok People, and * ſometimes the true x 1 King: x3. 


extineſſes therein, while attended with thoſe Dan- —_ 
7 vehement tranſports, conſternations, tre- I 35 


. mots, : Bnigmarical Viſtons, and that 
nels which the moſt gentle ftrokes the band 


_ men which were ated by it, cannot but ya- 


| and gene Mains 


hcan.s. whereas þ har fore his &feaceſt judg- 
acles and fiens came 6Fecure the 
Poe of Pro phecy $7 of rhoſe excellent 
Perſons which pred Pre it 
Nowhere 1s ſcatce any Man but hath” a 
1 b EE e of the Happineſs of being freed 
from 2 Religion made* grievous by oy 
ny pour, rice 45 


A 
”= 


ſtinguiſh true Prophecy from falſe even in 
thar Age to which ic was promiſed, chic 


rophers were © abuſed o rhe Precenders to2%: 19 * « 


7A, 


it,; and that. ir could not Hur have fomean- Gen. 1 


of God made upon the faculties of choſe holy 


lue it. as a happineſs rhat God hath delivered 

us now.to-the condudt only of that ſurewrd 

of Prophecy, the Scri iT, and che evident 
of Right Reaſon. VAC 
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The Conclafion,” Ol 


' Private' perſons not Competent Fudges of Prophecy, and 
why.. The Decree of Pope Leo tonching New Prophets 
commended. - Men formerly and, ſtill ſubje# to be impoſed 
upon by ſeeming Miracles. The diſcrediting of theſe Pro- 
phecies off great advantage to the Church. ' 


thought ſufficient to diſparage that ealy 


Vulgar prophecies withall; I ſhall. further 


v7 © mind the Reader, that Prophecy is in-it (elf 


and ſo hath been judged by wiſe men a mat- 
ter too nice and ſubtile for any, much leſs 
for men that » occupy. @ Tomy 18 19917, the 
room of the unlearned in the Church, to make 


.....an haſty: judgment in, Therefore ( as was 


noted before from Plats ) the Laws inthe 


"Grecian Commonwealth, appointed 331 -wis 
-. »OveIB215 dyletcy: eps ſome publick Fudges 
over Enthuſiaſtick prophecies : which inſti- 


cution, whatever further end-the Stateaimed 
at therein, proceeded upon this acknow- 
ledg'd principle, That Prophecy was in the 


| ſource and ſenſe thereof too perplext and 


datk a bufineſs for the ruder_ minds of 
private men tomakeany ſteady judgment in, 
And therefore as paſſionately. as the Ro- 
miſh Church laies claim to the Spire of Pro- 
phecy, 


*The P mity of \. Ea 8! 


Eſt theſe Conſiderations ſhould_not be 


ach which viaWny men uſually meet thele 


tn. tt > A9ict. — _— gs ah __ ” 


command of not deſÞpiſeng. Prop 
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phecy, as the teſtimony of God to her, yet 
upon occaſion: of ſome Enthuſiaſts which 
would define the particular time of the Day 
of judgment, we find a.very ſevere and pun- 
ual Decree made by Pope Leo to limit the 
judgmenrof ſuch Perſons, the ſum whereof, .,,.,, 

is'this. ** \7f God have revealed fome things quibuſdemes- 
to come to any of them, we mill by.no means — 
that they be preſently reputed Tmpoſtors, or in DeiEecleſia 
any way diſturbed, ( againſt -the Tn inſpirations 

e 


ings ) {onreve- 
but Þ we will that by an Ordinary law all Tap Condi. Late. 
aſſerted inſpirations before they be publi —_—_— — 
or preached to the people, be from henceforth þ volumuu 


| ; lege ordinaria 
wnder ſtood reſerved ſolely to the cognizance of 158 0 ets 


the Apoſtolical Chair, But if that may n0t be ;1ſpiranoncs; 
without ſome danger of delay, and an urgent anequmpub. 
neceſsity adviſe otherwiſe, then that they be 7m a 
populo pre. 
notified to the Ordinary of the place, that he dicenur,ex 


| taking with him three or four grave and lear- "*< Apoſtoli- 


LIMI 


ned men, and having diligently examined the __ "I 


whole buſineſs with them,when they ſhall judg vate intelli- 
it convenient ( upon which we charge their OX » 
own Conſciences) they may give licence { 
the publication of them, And atter many other 
Proviſo's in this affair, the whole 'is conclu- 
ded with a ſevere temporal and-ſpiritual pu- 
niſhment threatned upon the offenders in the 
premiſes, Should appear ids PiſFator, the 
Pope once ſtricken.by ſuch apiſh prophets 
becamge wiſe, and would no longer Fnrru% 

the 
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| euras inla £ judgnearict cheak ocinthe foinuns 
$3 QUaInd Multieude, * 1.3 3803 rpc: 
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nll >ſeryed co the cognizance of Perſons ofmaore: | 

react gs, becauſe © humane Natwe 

| ardbidic 990) "18 þ <iis fo extremely punatdebe nee 
qulogardavn=ic by == hs and veſicmenc with very fa- 


fable, by ens 


20 harboic ahatk ſene how God: 
Tra) ; to'mle-in' their thihds!and' 
lives. s,men thac have no-noricesbfrhe? 
cofnipaks of :'mcurabor|diabolical :operation\" 
are teadyxEfeceivethefadden erdrgors; Fre 

quent 'eeftacies' and orher\ works! which fall 

not within the licle circle of rheirobletva-: 
d Zi rods ka chigeve the powers Wm &Mi2? 
god org © Ge raul nd chis they -majte- 
10) dari is. ily: rewipred todo; horns ns drrier won 
—P rithes-rhe- :\fipts' theſe: Prophets thew: ie-(o- 
ic. d&- thi and weak that che -dulteft eve ay fee 
Froncis - thiohghrhetin;” and diſcover chem ro be he” 
Qura & velut delufions sf che:Devil or: & 
Wo ifan was that of<d Drabivius' andahmy ef 7 
eneatc?) Fihnx, )yerſometimes fagliag Bo nerd Mah: 
FD a&6d 4 Mitadle foto: che lifes thateven wile 
= me have bectiimpoſed bpok bythe _ 
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In of thoampoſtary35 thay 
pragk: Fg flunr2 Prophinie, exthrt 


witaslo 71H ' TO 2D LAFOXPIE 0! 


fone froreme min pub ſentiwns,. be le da: 


lewis tel dll 2orments.” -i=per invin va 


Md All rheſe contideratiqns-might | obwin- * 
Wi give no faith or (hich: is-gexd  - 
tk) very flow and doubtiul-one to-all 
pretended Prophets nom, - the - cOnſe>- 
quent would be the freedamof the wotld-at- 


littl&Qracles (like thoſe of: als): would ſoan 


ptures; woical phraſes, and ecſtarical Qra- 


tions,! bit in the ſil] woice of a great -hu- - 


mulity;2'found mind, and an heart. reconciled 
to hitnſelfand all the world ; and they would: 
begin-to believe God knows better what is 
200d forus thenwe do our felves, while hi- 


ding.fururities from us, that ſo we might-nor , ©. 


be diſcompoſed by any joys,fortows or fears 
born out.of due time ; and they would caſt 
anchor onely upon his Promiſes and Attri- 
bures,: when, .offlifFed with all his waves, 
and yalue-them 3s ſufficienc ſecurity to the 
Pexce gnd-quier of their: minds in the wort: 


yew" -Finally all che Ends-she Devil: * 
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12&- from. thelt ancient cheats ,- for - thele- 


become leſs talkative if-men were once be- - 
come leſs; credulous.; -and God would no: 
more be:look'd-for in the whirl-wind of ra- | 
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| Grlkes to FD 42. , would 
be happily defeated ; who if they chance rg 
hit.fails not to.poſſe(s the Deliverer of them 
with an impregnable perfivaſion that he is 
God's Holy ne, his (Urim) ſacred Ogacles 
being found with him ; and the Receiver 
with ſuch great Opinions of them as ſhall 
render him \ curious , cvedulous, - anxious, 
impertinent in” his ſtadies, and regardleſs of 
the known rules of life, Pur if they = 
he tempts men'to afuſpicion of all Pr 
for the ſake of the falſe, and to regar _ 
the Revelations of Scripture but as 5 more ve- 
nerable umpoſtures, 
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The Contents of. the-Treatiſe of - Vulgar 


v1.4 84 PROPHECTES.; 


x 


CHAP, r. 


Some general accounts given of the 
Argument, 


Counter feits in Art; Nature and Tg” Falſe prophecy 


© 


/ one inſtance of them. What kind o 


alſe Prophets the 
#imes vf the New Teſtament arc freed from. The miſcar- 
Triage of States oft by occafions-contemptible, noted. The 
preſet argument ſutable to the age, becauſe an age of afti- 
On, of intelleFual improvement, andyet, in, many, of En- 
thufiaſm. Several confident pretenders to prophecy of late, 
taken notice of. The afhinity between Prodigies and Pro- 
phecies in the general ends of both. Prophecies of evil 
conſequence in States and why. Our Nation extreme- 
ly inclined toward them in former times. The ancient 
Ethnick Statſmen how they fecured themſelves againſt 
the prophetick humor of the people. Judges of Prophe- 
cy #n Plato, who. The Sibylline Oracles of what uſe among 
the Romans. The Opinons the ancients had of Prophecy. 
couched in the fable of Terelia, Religion a great ſufferer 
by them in the PraCtile, Credit, Dofrine and Foundation 
thereof. Theſe noted prejudicial to the mind, and why : 
And to common life. Two cxamples to cvince that, taken 
notice of. Propheſies as univerſally attended to as Prodi- 
gies, among the Heathens, Jews, Chriſtians, with a threes 
fold account thereof. p.1. 


CHAP, 


T4 x Contrwrs, 
CHAP. II, 


The Vanity of Fulgar Prophecies deteBled 
from the unworthineſs of the Pretenders to 
them, 


All things and Perſons thought by the Heathens 10 partake 
ſomewhat of a Prophetick Power. Wildom onely  exclu- 
ded by them from any ſhare in that gift. The Perſwaſton 
200 much aberted by fome Chriſtians. To reprehend which, 
the firſt Conſideration #& propoſed. That Prophetick 
Maxim. That Prophecy reſts not but upon a wile a vali- 
ant and a rich man, underſtood by the Modera Jews : 
A conjeFure concerning the Reaſon of it, in tþcir ſenſe. 
How underſtood by the more Ancient Jews ,. ſhewn at 
large from their Writings. God's Prophets ngyer mad in 
4 Prophetickh fit. Wiſe-men an ancient addjtion of the 
Prophets : the title uſurped by the Ancient Philoſophers 
and Magicians. Jews, Chriſtians and Heathens quired 
Sanfity in order to true Prophecy. None. born ropbets 
of the Jews, and why. Our pretended Prophets largely 
proved devoid of 4ll true Prophetical FeliPearhones and 


therefore not creditable. The Church of Rome why 
fruitful in ſuch Prophets. P-31. 
CHAP, II. 


Vulgar Prophecies proved vain from the in- 
trinſfick circumſtances of them. 


Several circumſianees in the matter and ſtile of the Pro- 
pbecies inſtanced in, which fpeak them unworthy of God. 
Their bcing generally delivered in numbers noted as 4 
charatter of Vanity, and why. The Devils Oracles of 
old delivered uſually in Verſe. Why afterward in more 
natural and familiar forms, Tully's exception againſt 
the pretended Oracles of the Sibyls juſtified. What ap- 
pcarance of Poetry in the Prophetick Writings. . Theſe 
Prophecies noted to be delivered without any or 4 very 
tong time prefixed for their accompliſhment ; uſeleſs 
upon 


Taz ConTEenrs, 


pon that account t0 any good end. Why Scripture-Prophe- 
cies way be allowed a long time t0 be accompliſhed ins 
by: not Vulgar. The Devil concluded to Influence theſe 
-. Falgdr Prophecies, and therefore not to be credited. p. 59, 


CHAP. IV. 


The. vanity of theſe Prophecies evinc'd by 
their coming unattended with Signs, 


The difference between a Sign and a wonder. Of what 
king of Prophets no Sign was to be required. What me- 
| Oe Jens obſerved in the trial of Prophets. Miracles 
not t "Sign required of all Prophets. $ix Prophetical 
Signs rhe notice of. Our Savior's Prophecy confirmed 
by them all. Signs of the Prophet and of the Prophecy. 
None of theſe Vulgar Prophets give a Sign. Their pre- 
tended Sanftity no ſufficiers Sign. Their admired gift 
| of Prayer of as little credit as that. Natural ardor how 
eAual to enable the power of ſpeaking freely on the ſul- 
| ten + that confirmed by the example. of the ancient Ro- 
| man Orators. Quintilian. I3si as atyew of old, what. 
| Why ſome men fluent onely before company. The great ef- 
Ficeey of exalted imagination to affiſt an extemporary 
Rhetorich. Why vehement ſpeeches ſo mightily move 
men. What kind of heats commendable in Religion. 
The powerful impreſſion of theſe Prophecies no fign of 
their Divinity. Divine impreſſions not diſtinguiſhable 
ſoly by their power and evidence, aſſerted againſt ſome 
Jewiſh Rabbins. Artemidorus. Some accompliſhed Pre- 
dictions, #0 ſafe Sign of the infiration of our Modern 
Prophets. P58, 


CHAP, Ws 


The failing of Yulgar Prophecies an aſſu- 
rance of their Vanity, 


4 Fleer Prophecies referring to the Publick, generally 
falſe :" that proved from. Juſtin Martyr, and the ſajbou 
| 0 


* 
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of ſome Modern Prophecies particularly inftaned in. 
A fayleur but in a circumſtance, - a fign of the forgeyy of 
the whole Prophecy ,and why.' A froefold account given of 
the pretended accompliſhments of ſome Modern” Prophe. 
cies. How far it ſeems fitting that Prophecies ſhoull de- 
ſcend to the circumſtances of Events, An account why 
ſome of theſe Prophecics hit and others miſs. All Divine 
Prophecies fulfilled which were abſolutely delivered. 
Some Charadters to diſtinguiſh ſuch Prophecies by.” p.$3.. 


CHAP VI. 


Many Modern Prophecies proved to ariſe from 
Melancholy, 


The ſtrong Opinion of Infiration in Modern Prophets, 
proved an efjef of the power of Melancholy. Their pre- 
tended Viſions attributed to the ſame cauſe. The: Viſjons 
of melancholy men, why many, and to them very evident. 
Their vehement incitations to Prophecy proved 'alfo 4 
- ſymptom of Mclancholy. Haw this humor becomes effeftual 
thus to excite to Prophecy. Dying mcn, why often, in ap- 
pearance, Prophetical. A natural account of the Prophe- 
tical Eſſays of the Pythia. Plutarch's Philoſophical ac- 
count of ſome ceaſing Qracles juſtified. The ardors int 
theſe Prophets and the Sibyls, natural. The deluſions of 
Melancholy aſſiſted uſually by the cooperation of the 
Devil. P-95. 


CHAP: VII. 


Probable Arguments to prove all divine Pro- 
| phecy now ceaſt | 


The Ceſſation of Prophecy now, not abſolutely aſſerted, and 
wi'y. Five reaſons alicdged to prove its ceſſation, proba- 
ble. A promiſe of Proph-cy to any Agezthe greateſt Securizy 
that it i not impoſed upon by Pretenders to it. No Pro- 
miſe of Propi:ecy made to the ends of the, Wortd. The at 
Vera 
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veral ends Prophecy ſerved to under the times of the Ola 
and New Teſtament : proved unſerviceable to any ſuch 
ends now. Why Prophecy not given now to comfort good 
men in affliction. Why it expired in the Jewiſh Church 
ſo long before our $auiors coming. Several reaſons alled- 
ged againſt the received Opinion of 4 Bath Kol ſucceeding. 
to-Prophecy under the ſecond Temple. The Original of 
that Feech of Strabo, that Moſes advanced himſelf by the 
promiſe of a Religion without Sacrifice or Prophecy, gueſt at. 
Such a Religion proved the felicity of this New Diffen- 
(ation. P. 110. 


, CHAP, VII, 


The Concluſion, 


Private Perſons not competent Fudges of Prophecy, and 
why. The Decree of Pope Leo touching New Prophets 
commended. Men formerly and ſtill ſubje# to be im- 
poſed upon by ſeeming Mivacles. The diſcrediting of 
theſe Prophecies of great advantage t0 the Church. p.131, 


Errata, 


"eat, Prod, pag. 347.1 8. for it r, them, Treat, Prophecits, 
P. 33,t, I46A1m0s & $0rChanmes, p. 104, 1, 9,7, to for by, 


